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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

After the horrific 
events of the past 
couple of weeks 

where deranged and evil 
people sought to do evil 
against the innocent, 
California Governor Gavin 
Newsom is taking advantage 
of tragedy to advance his 
anti-gun-owner agenda. He 
at it again, falsely promising that 
more laws that criminals ignore are 
going to stop evil and make us safer. 
Newsom refuses to deal with crime 
run rampant and mental health 
issues that are more prevalent after 
the past two years of government-
imposed quarantine.

GUNS SAVE LIVES.  
GUN CONTROL FAILS. 

The Governor claims that more 
gun control works, but we know 
from the statistics that he is playing 
with the numbers. Lies, damn lies, 
and false statistics! California has 
the most and the strictest gun laws 
in the country. Yet last year Califor-
nia was home to 5 of the 27 mass 
shootings in the country. In 2019 
California saw 2,945 people killed 

by gun violence and 1,586 of those 
killed were from suicide (gun control 
studies like to keep suicide and 
violent acts combined, but suicide 
should be noted separately for accu-
racy). In looking at these numbers, 
in 2019 fewer people died from “gun 
violence” than from suicide in the 
state. In 2020, firearm deaths were 
not even in the top ten leading caus-
es of death in California. Meanwhile, 
armed citizens are stopping crimi-
nals with guns across the country.

Governor Newsom claims that in 

California the gun violence rates are 
lower because of all of the strict gun 
laws in the state. He demanded that 
legislators send more gun control 
legislation to his desk to sign in an 
obvious attempt to please his base 
and politicize an issue that no one is 
actually willing to address.  

But an honest look at homicide 
data shows that homicides are on 
the rise in California not on the 
decline. Crimegrade.org reviews dif-
ferent types of crime rates for each 
state. California currently has an 
“F” rating meaning that “the rate of 
violent crime is higher than the av-
erage U.S. state. California is in the 
21st percentile for safety, meaning 
79% of states are safer and 21% of 
states are more dangerous.” 

So, gun control is not working as 
well as Governor Newsom claims.

NOW FOR A RECKONING 
Our hopes have been fulfilled in 

the form of a new opinion from the 
Supreme Court of the United States 
in New York State Rifle & Pistol Associ-
ation v. Bruen. We get lots of ques-
tions about what this opinion  really 
does. I mean, we thought that Heller 
and McDonald would be the cases to 
give the Second Amendment back 
its teeth, right? Those cases are over 
a decade old and were instrumental 
in establishing specific rights and 

BY CHUCK MICHEL
CRPA PRESIDENT & GENERAL COUNSEL

WHEN IT COMES TO GUN CONTROL, 
CALIFORNIA IS THE BEST AT 
PASSING UNCONSTITUTIONAL 
LAWS THAT DO NOTHING
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(PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, CONT.)

making the right to bear arms an 
individual right, not a collective 
one. But those cases were narrowly 
interpreted to those specific issues 
and how that right applies to the 
states, and the courts in several 
circuits like the Ninth Circuit have 
taken every opportunity to limit 
the Second Amendment with every 
chance they get. Those cases were 
not the end of the debate, just the 
end of the beginning.

NYSRPA v. Bruen clarifies many of 
the issues that Heller and McDonald 
did not. This new opinion means 
that Second Amendment cases 
will no longer be viewed under a 
lesser level of scrutiny than other 
fundamental rights. This is a GAME 
CHANGER. Now the government 
has a much heavier burden to 
prove their infringement is consti-
tutional. I know you have heard a 
lot about this case and the eager-
ness with which those on both side 
of the debate were watching, but it 
really is that big.

The California Attorney General 
is already reacting to the NYSRPA 
ruling and its effect on concealed 
carry and the current “good cause” 
requirement in California. CRPA is 

launching public records requests 
to uncover their schemes, already 
watching for shenanigans and 
attempts by the sore losers to limit 
your rights in creative ways since 
they did not get the outcome they 
were hoping for out of the Supreme 
Court. 

CRPA and our legal team are also 
preparing numerous additional 
lawsuits to file. We have a watch-
dog group of all gun control lobby 
groups and the politicians they 
support. As a vindictive Newsom 
threatens more burdensome gun 
control laws that does not work, he 
will not get far without a challenge.

Please consider getting on board 
with CRPA now. This is the time to 
donate, join, up that membership 
to one of our enhanced life levels, 
and volunteer. We need new gun 
owners, current gun owners, and 
those who are not gun owners but 
believe that constitutional values 
apply to all.

Thank you for your continued 
support. We have had useless laws 
pushed down our throats for too 
long. It’s time for a 2A Reckoning!

Chuck

MEMBERS’ VOICES

SHARE YOUR 
VOICE WITH CRPA
We want CRPA members’ voices to 
be heard! If you have something 
you would like to bring to the 
attention of our California Firing 
Line Executive Editor, please email 
CFL@chipotlepublishing.com and be 
sure to specify that it is for Members’ 
Voices (Letters to the Editor). We look 
forward to hearing from you! 

Training 
Opportunities

I’ve been a member and contributor 
of CRPA for many years. I’m grateful for 
the services they provide, impressed 
by the successes they’ve had, and 
appreciate their leadership in defending 
gun rights in California and elsewhere.  
The magazine is great, very informative. 
But we’re missing some opportunities. 

The reason we even need an 
advocacy organization is because of a 
general public distrust of gun owners, 
and fear of the damage they sometimes 
inflict on society. No organization can 
eliminate psychotics, of course, but gun 
owners have a duty of competence 
to ourselves and our buddies in the 
foxholes with us. Effective use of 
firearms is challenging for everyone, 
both for the mechanical skills and the 
mental controls to make sure we do it 
right. Using a firearm is like a surgeon 
using a scalpel. It’s not something that 
comes naturally, and it requires good 
training initially and continuing. We have 
a large community of firearms trainers, 
but their quality varies. We have very 
few standards, so competence varies. 
We have no way to know who is 
competent and who is not. 

I’m concerned that CRPA seems 
to be starting to compete with the 
firearms training industry. The erratic 
quality and curriculum in the firearms 
training industry might make that 
seem necessary, but it is likely to be 
counterproductive. It will drive business 
away from the many trainers we rely 
on for coaching current owners and the 
increasing numbers of new gun owners. 
We need that industry to perform well. 
CRPA does not compete in firearms 
manufacturing, or ammo, or holsters, 

or any of the other products shooters 
need. CRPA does sneak into clothing 
and bags and such for marketing 
purposes, but not direct competition 
with important firearms industries. 
Except for training.

Available training is not all good 
quality. It’s pretty much like any other 
education service – we can get a 
college degree from a premier school 
or a lesser one. The skills acquired 
can vary a lot. The curriculum varies 
between schools, and the quality of the 
instructors varies. CRPA might provide 
another beneficial service by helping to 
begin developing standards for firearms 
skills and training. NRA provides a 
number of certifications of firearms 
trainers. CRPA should work with them 
to develop a standard curriculum and 
sequence of training, from novices to 
advanced skills, and certification for 
instructors qualified to provide it. That 
way we can know which instructors are 
good, and that their training will provide 
necessary skills.

Every gun owner needs to know 
there are skills they need to have, and 
additional skills they can pursue, and 
where to find qualified instruction 
to help them accomplish it. A basic 
skills certification should provide a 
diploma recognized everywhere, just 
as a high school diploma does for 
academic training.  More advanced 
skills should also provide standard 
diplomas that demonstrate additional 
accomplishments. We certainly don’t 
want new infringements on firearms 
rights, but knowing who is capable of 
handling them effectively and who is not 
is a right everyone else should expect.

—David Watson
Thank you for this analysis of general 

firearm training in California. CRPA has 

been providing quality training for decades 
in California, this is not a new or recent 
phenomenon. In fact, our trainers are 
some of the best in the state and our 
training facility, built in 2016 has hosted 
many groups in basic and advanced 
firearm training. For years, CRPA used 
the NRA curriculum that has been as a 
standard across the country. While we 
may still use some of these courses, CRPA 
has recognized, just like you did, it seems, 
that we need standardized curriculum that 
is focused on the California gun owner. 
Over the past year, CRPA has started to 
develop our own curriculum and we are 
rolling this out one course at a time as it 
is reviewed and prepared by trainers with 
decades of experience training in California 
with state specific issues. A certificate 
program is part of the CRPA vision so 
that you and others can have confidence 
in the training received, and to create a 
standard of excellence. CRPA’s goal is to 
get as many people trained and confident 
in the shooting sports as possible while 
providing confidence to gun owners new 
and experienced alike. In fact, if trainers 
would like to offer CRPA courses as part of 
their curriculum, they should contact the 
training department at jclark@crpa.org 
for more information.
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In the first few months of the pandemic, many people flocked to gun shops based on concerns 
that the economic and social upheaval caused by COVID-19 shutdowns would increase 
crime. Sadly, those fears ended up being justified, as there has been a well-documented surge in 

violent crime across the nation. According to the FBI, homicides in the United States increased by an 
astonishing 30% from 2019 to 2020, the largest single-year increase ever.1 The FBI has yet to release 
information for 2021 yet, but we know from data in major cities that while the pace of increase has 
fortunately slowed, homicide nevertheless continued its rise in 2021.2

This surge was most pronounced 
in major cities. Los Angeles, for 
example, saw 350 people killed in 
homicides in 2020, a 36% increase 
from 2019.3 In 2021, that grim figure 
rose to 397, an additional 13.5% 
jump from 2020’s already-high total.4 
But it’s not Los Angeles I’m interest-
ed in with this article, nor is it any of 
California’s major cities, all of which 
dealt with surges in violent crime in 
the last couple of years. Instead, I’d 
like to take a look at Philadelphia, 
which presents us with an interesting 
case study of a city dealing with the 
same problems Los Angeles is, but 

with a new pro-gun variable thrown 
in. To their credit, the Philadelphia 
police department keeps superb re-
cords of their crime data and makes 
that data public with weekly updates, 
making the city ideal for this sort of 
examination. 

In 2020, as expected given the 
national surge, homicide in Phila-
delphia rose 35.5% from its 2019 
level.5 And similar to other cities like 
Los Angeles, the trend continued in 
2021, albeit at a slower pace, with 
another 11.5% increase in homicide 
compared to 2020. But something 
else also happened part of the way 

through 2021 in Philadelphia: it be-
came far easier to get a carry permit. 
Thanks to a lawsuit suing the city for 
its shutdown of its gun permit unit 
(ostensibly due to the pandemic)6, 
Philadelphia was forced to not only 
resume processing permits, but also 
to streamline the process of getting 
one. The fingerprinting requirement 
was removed, and the application 
could be completed entirely online. 

What resulted was an unprece-
dented rise in the issuance of carry 
permits. As Philadelphia Magazine 
explains: “From 2017 through 2020, 
the number of license-to-carry ap-

HOMICIDE 
FALLS
IN PHILADELPHIA AFTER 
IT BECOMES MUCH EASIER 
TO GET A CARRY PERMIT
BY KONSTADINOS T. MOROS

1.  The Hill, “Homicides up 30 percent in largest increase on record, FBI says”, September 27, 2021. 

2. Council for Criminal Justice, “Homicides Continued to Increase in Major U.S. Cities in 2021, but at Slower Pace”, January 26, 2022. 

3. Crosstown, “Murders in Los Angeles hit highest level in over a decade”, January 7, 2021. 

4. Crosstown, “Los Angeles records 397 murders in 2021”, January 10, 2022. 

5. All of the data referring to Philadelphia’s crime rates that is referenced in this article is sourced from the Philadelphia police department’s “Crime Maps 
& Stats” page, which links to data for several previous years as well as the current 2022 weekly reports. 

6. A copy of the complaint can be found at firearmspolicy.org/philadelphia
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process will be in effect, should see 
another dramatic rise in homicides. 

According to the Philadelphia police 
department’s data, that just has not 
happened. Last year, by the end of 
March 2021, Philadelphia had seen 
117 homicides. This year, in the same 
time frame, there have been 110. To 
be sure, that isn’t a dramatic drop, 
representing a roughly 6% decrease. 
But at minimum, it’s clear that pre-
dictions of the expansion of carry 

rights leading to greater bloodshed 
have not come to pass. Over 60,000 
more residents of the city have carry 
permits than did a year ago, and 
yet homicide is slightly down. We 
can’t necessarily credit more citizens 
carrying for the homicide rate in the 
city finally falling, but it certainly has 
not made the problem worse, as the 
anti-gun side would have guessed it 
would. 

However, there is some indication 

that the increasing amount of people 
getting carry permits in 2021 did slow 
down the increase in the homicide 
rate. Recall that in 2021 Philadelphia 
saw “only” an 11.5% rise in homicide, 
after an astronomic 35.5% rise in 
2020. But by the middle of 2021, that 
year still looked like a repeat of 2020. 
Specifically, by the end of June 2021 
there had been a 31.1% increase in 
homicide over the same time period 
in 2020. In other words, the city was 
on track to nearly match 2020’s pace 
of increase in the homicide rate. But 
then, the situation improved rapidly. 
By the end of September, the homi-
cide rate was only 17.8% worse than 
its prior-year pace, and as stated, it 
fell further to only an 11.5% increase 
by the end of the year. 

It could very well be that as more 
and more people got carry permits 
in 2021 and local news filled up with 
anecdotal examples of armed citizens 
successfully defending themselves 
against violent assault, criminals 
began to think twice. While a lot more 
data will be needed to confirm wheth-
er that is the case, the early signs 
have been encouraging. For those of 
us still in may-issue jurisdictions, such 
as here in California, hopefully the Su-
preme Court’s upcoming decision in 
New York State Rifle & Pistol Association 
Inc. v. Bruen results in every law-abid-
ing American being able to get a 
carry permit as easily as residents of 
Philadelphia now can.  CRPA 

Konstadinos Moros prac-
tices general civil litigation 
with Michel & Associates. He 
received his bachelor’s de-
gree in political science from 
the University of California, 
San Diego in 2011. In 2014, 
he earned his Juris Doctorate from California 
Western School of Law and has been practicing 
law since 2015. He is an activist and advocate for 
maximizing our constitutional and natural rights, 
especially the right to keep and bear arms.

plications in Philadelphia held about 
steady, ranging between 11,049 and 
11,814 applications each year. But 
in 2021, 70,789 people applied for 
licenses to carry guns.”7 And accord-
ing to the same article, over 90% of 
those applications were approved.  

Perhaps unsurprisingly given 
the over six-fold increase in permit 
issuance, incidents of armed citizens 
defending themselves from crimi-
nals became much more common. A 
simple web search will reveal plenty 
of local news articles covering recent 
defensive uses of firearms in the city.8 
This increase is not merely anecdotal. 

According to an ABC-affiliated local 
news article, “In just the first three 
months of [2022], more people 
have been shot in defensive shoot-
ings than in each of the last three 
entire years. If defensive shootings 
continue at the same rate through 
the rest of the year, Philadelphia is on 
track to have more than five times as 
many of these incidents as last year.”9

In short, law-abiding Philadelphians 
are fed up with criminals terrorizing 
their community, and now that the 
city has been forced to make obtain-
ing a carry permit a far more reason-
able process, they are able to protect 

themselves from those criminals 
much more effectively. 

But does making carry permits so 
much easier to obtain have a dark 
side? Antigun advocates certainly 
always predict that relaxing carry laws 
will lead to “wild west” violence. And 
Philadelphia’s antigun mayor has said 
that the city must “reinforce broadly 
that there are always options beyond 
carrying a gun, and that there are 
consequences if you nevertheless 
choose to carry that gun or—god 
forbid—use it.”10 So if their position is 
correct, then 2022, the first complete 
year in which the new carry permit 

7. Philadelphia Magazine, “License-to-Carry Applications Have Skyrocketed In Philly — Even More Than You’d Think”, March 16, 2022. 

8. The Heritage Foundation’s Defensive Gun Use Tracker also list several of these incidents, but not all of them. datavisualizations.heritage.org/fire-
arms/defensive-gun-uses-in-the-us/ 

9. 6abc, “More victims fighting back against would-be robbers in Philadelphia, data shows”, March 31, 2022.

10. City of Philadelphia, “Mayor Kenney Issues Statement as Philadelphia Reaches 500 Homicides for the Year”, November 24, 2021. www.phila.gov

(CREDIT)
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In its first major Second 
Amendment decision since 
2010, on June 23rd the 

Supreme Court of the United 
States confirmed that the right 
to bear arms extends outside 
the home, and applies to all 
law-abiding Americans, not 
just those who convince a local 
official that they have a unique 
special need to carry a gun.

The Court held 6-3 in New York 
State Rifle & Pistol Association v. Bruen, 
that a New York state law requir-
ing applicants to prove they have a 
special need – like a stalker or a death 
threat – for a license to carry violates 
the Second and Fourteenth Amend-
ments because it prevents law-abiding 
citizens wanting to carry simply to de-
fend themselves or their families from 
exercising their right to bear arms.

Justice Clarence Thomas wrote the 
majority opinion for the Court, con-
cluding that “the constitutional right 
to bear arms in public for self-defense 
is not a second-class right” and struck 
down New York state’s licensing 
regime.

New York’s law typically required 

applicants for concealed carry permits 
to prove they had a special need be-
yond a desire to be armed to defend 
themselves and their families. That 
highly subjective process deprived 
most citizens of a license and led to a 
corrupt system where some jurisdic-
tions, like New York City, only issued 
permits to the wealthy and well-con-
nected. That recently led to scandal 
and prosecutions.

So now so-called “may-issue” per-
mitting procedures like New York’s, 
that allow bureaucrats too much 
discretion to withhold a license, are 
unconstitutional. 

California’s similar system, which re-
quires applicants to establish subjec-
tive “good cause” to get a license, has 
also been corrupted in practice. In the 
last decade, two-thirds of California 
counties thanks largely to the Peruta 
decision and subsequent lobbying 
and education by CRPA staff, have 
moved toward “shall-issue” systems, 
where self-defense is an accepted 
justification (good cause) for a license. 
But in those California counties that 
have not moved to shall-issue, often 
cronies and donors get a license, and 
ordinary folks don’t. Most recently, 
Santa Clara County Sheriff Laurie 
Smith was indicted for issuing permits 

only to campaign donors, VIPs, and 
personal friends. 

There is a CRPA lawsuit already in 
the 9th Circuit challenging Los Ange-
les County’s requirement that appli-
cants demonstrate a special need to 
establish good cause to get a license. 
California’s existing system is likely to 
be struck down. Soon.

Sacramento politicians are already 
scrambling to rewrite the law in antic-
ipation of that decision striking down 
California’s good cause requirement. 

Forty-three states are currently 
shall-issue, and that includes several 
that are politically similar to Califor-
nia, such as Oregon, Washington, 
Vermont, and others. The Supreme 
Court emphasized that such shall-is-
sue listening systems are acceptable, 
holding that “nothing in our analysis 
should be interpreted to suggest the 
unconstitutionality of the 43 states’ 
‘shall-issue’ licensing regimes, under 
a license is required, but ‘a general 
desire for self-defense is sufficient to 
obtain a [license].’”

Over the past decades, as those 43 
states moved to shall-issue systems 
that accepted self-defense as an ade-
quate justification, politicians repeat-
edly predicted that the shift would 
lead to “blood in the streets” and “wild 

west-style violence.” California big 
government politicians including sore 
loser Governor Gavin Newsom were 
quick to breathlessly parrot those 
talking points in the wake of the New 
York ruling. But this isn’t an academ-
ic discussion anymore. Increased 
violence simply hasn’t been the result 
in the 43 states, nor in the two-thirds 
of California counties where licenses 
are much more readily available. In 
fact, violent crime typically goes down 
in those jurisdictions, as criminals are 
deterred from confronting victims 
who might shoot back.

Significantly, the Bruen decision also 
established a new standard of review 
for all Second Amendment cases 
going forward. As Justice Thomas ex-
plains for the Court, “[w]hen the Sec-
ond Amendment’s plain text covers an 
individual’s conduct, the Constitution 

presumptively protects that conduct. 
The government must then justify its 
regulation by demonstrating that it is 
consistent with the nation’s historical 
tradition of firearm regulation. Only 
then may a court conclude that the 
individual’s conduct falls outside the 
Second Amendment’s ‘unqualified 
command.’” 

So, from now on, when a law affects 
Second Amendment rights, lower 
courts can only uphold that law if the 
government can establish it is con-
sistent with the history and tradition 
of firearm regulations around the 
time of the adoption of the Second 
Amendment (1791) or the ratification 
of the 14th Amendment (1868). But 
even then, the majority cautions that, 
“when it comes to interpreting the 
Constitution, not all history is created 
equal… Historical evidence from long 

before either date may not illuminate 
the scope of the right…” Analogizing to 
history is allowed, within reason. For 
example, a background check before 
buying a gun is acceptable, because 
it is consistent with the historical 
tradition of preventing dangerous 
people from accessing weapons. But 
California’s law that requires pistols to 
incorporate microstamping technolo-
gy to stamp shell casings when fired, 
imposes a technology that hardly 
exists even now, and has no historical 
analog, and, therefore, is unlikely to 
pass constitutional muster. The micro-
stamping requirement has stopped 
most modern pistols from being sold 
in the state, so infringement is blatant.  

This new test for determining con-
stitutionality is a hard reset for Second 
Amendment jurisprudence. CRPA 
already has a Second Amendment 

BIG WIN
FOR 2A AT SCOTUS
NOW THE RECKONING BEGINS
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challenge to the “assault weapon” 
law, to the ammo background check 
requirement, and to the ban on 
standard capacity magazines that can 
hold over 10 rounds pending in the 
9th Circuit. Our lawyers are working to 
brief those judges about the effect of 
the Supreme Court’s ruling on these 
pending cases. In a nutshell, it should 
mean CRPA wins them all.  

Since the Supreme Court last decid-
ed a Second Amendment case in 2010, 
biased lower courts seeking to uphold 
all manner of gun control laws have 
bent over backwards intellectually 
to create a highly subjective interest 
balancing test, under which a law that 
burdens Second Amendment rights 
will nonetheless be upheld if the inter-
est of the government outweighs (in 
the judge’s mind) that of the individual. 
Under that incorrect test, so long as a 
law didn’t eliminate the right of people 
to have a handgun in their home, it 
was generally upheld — especially in 
the 9th Circuit. 

Now the government must show 
there is historical grounding for 
their laws regulating guns and gun 
ownership. California’s has over 800 
byzantine gun laws that have failed 
to make us safer. But their complex-
ity has made hundreds of accidental 
felons out of good people. Thanks 
to this ruling, courts cannot rely on 
fear-mongering and unsubstantiated 
statements made at a politician’s press 
conference to justify a gun control law. 

Now begins the reckoning as gun 
owners take back their freedoms and 
undo the damage done as politicians 
shoved useless gun control laws down 
our throats for the past decades. For 
now, at least, the Second Amendment, 
and the preexisting right to self-de-
fense and to keep and bear arms for 
that purpose, have been vindicated. 
DONATE to CRPA so we can keep up 
the fight!  CRPA 

Our lawyers are working to brief 
those judges about the effect of the 

Supreme Court’s ruling on these 
pending cases. In a nutshell, it should 

mean CRPA wins them all.  

The CRPA legal team is engaged and fighting – more cases are coming!

You can tell them CRPA is coming … and FREEDOM is coming with us!

THE HOUR
OF RECKONING 

IS UPON US 
Please contribute to the 
CRPA 2ND Amendment 
Reckoning Campaign here

CRPA.ORG
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On June 23, 2022, 
the United States 
Supreme Court 

issued its decision in New 
York State Rifle & Pistol 
Association v. Bruen, No. 
20-843 (Bruen).1 In that case, 
the Court concluded that the State 
of New York’s requirement that 
“proper cause” be demonstrated in 
order to obtain a permit to carry a 
concealed weapon in most public 
places violates the Second and 
Fourteenth Amendments. Although 
Bruen concerns a New York law, 
the Bruen majority specifically 
identifies California as one of six 
States that has an analogue to New 
York’s “proper cause” standard. 
Bruen, slip op. 5-6. Accordingly, 
it is the Attorney General’s view 
that the Court’s decision renders 
California’s “good cause” standard 
to secure a permit to carry a 
concealed weapon in most public 
places unconstitutional. Permitting 
agencies may no longer require a 
demonstration of “good cause” in 
order to obtain a concealed carry 
permit. However, local officials 
can and should continue to apply 
and enforce all other aspects of 
California law with respect to 
issuing public-carry licenses. In 
particular, the requirement that 
a public-carry license applicant 
provide proof of “good moral 
character” remains constitutional. 
Law enforcement agencies that 
issue licenses to carry firearms in 
public should consult with their 
own counsel, carefully review 
the decision in Bruen, take the 
following guidance into account, 

and continue protecting public 
safety while complying with state 
law and the federal Constitution.

California law authorizes local 
law enforcement officials—sher-
iffs and chiefs of police—to issue 
licenses allowing license holders to 
“carry concealed a pistol, revolver, 
or other firearm capable of being 
concealed upon the person.” Cal. 
Pen. Code §§ 26150, 26155. In 
counties where the population is 
less than 200,000, local officials 
are also authorized to issue licens-
es permitting open carry in only 
that jurisdiction. Id. §§ 26150(b)(2); 
26155(b)(2). These licenses, wheth-
er for concealed carry or open car-
ry, exempt the holder from many 
generally applicable restrictions on 
the carrying of firearms in public. 
Local officials are only authorized 
to issue such licenses, however, 
upon proof that (1) “the applicant 
is of good moral character,” (2) “[g]
ood cause exists for issuance of 
the license,” (3) the applicant is a 
resident of the relevant county or 
city (or has their principal place of 
business or employment in that 
county or city), and (4) the appli-
cant has completed a course of 
training. Id. §§ 26150(a), 26155(a).

Although California law was not 
directly at issue in the Bruen deci-
sion, the decision makes clear that 
“good cause” requirements such 
as those in California Penal Code 
sections 26150(a)(2) and 26155(a)
(2) are inconsistent with the Sec-
ond and Fourteenth Amendments. 
Under the Supremacy Clause of the 
United States Constitution, state 
and local officials must comply with 
clearly established federal law.

In accordance with Bruen, the 

Attorney General now considers 
the “good cause” requirements set 
forth in California Penal Code sec-
tions 26150(a)(2) and 26155(a)(2) to 
be unconstitutional and unenforce-
able. The immediate implications 
for law enforcement agencies that 
issue public-carry licenses (“issuing 
authorities”) are as follows:

First, effective immediately, is-
suing authorities should no longer 
require proof of good cause for the 
issuance of a public-carry license. 
Issuing authorities may still in-
quire into an applicant’s reasons 
for desiring a license to the extent 
those reasons are relevant to other 
lawful considerations, but denial of 
a license for lack of “good cause” 
now violates the Second and Four-
teenth Amendments under the 
Supreme Court’s decision in Bruen.

Second, issuing authorities 
should continue to apply and en-
force all other aspects of California 
law with respect to public-carry 
licenses and the carrying of fire-
arms in public. Issuing authorities 
are still required to take an ap-
plicant’s fingerprints and to wait 
for the results of the background 
check that is run by the Califor-
nia Department of Justice (DOJ). 
Licenses “shall not be issued if the 
[DOJ] determines that the person is 
prohibited by state or federal law 
from possessing, receiving, owning, 
or purchasing a firearm.” Cal. Pen. 
Code § 26195(a). Moreover, be-
cause the Court’s decision in Bruen 
does not affect the other statutory 
requirements governing public-car-
ry licenses, issuing authorities 
must still require proof that (1) “the 
applicant is of good moral charac-
ter,” (2) the applicant is a resident 

TO: ALL CALIFORNIA 
DISTRICT ATTORNEYS, 
POLICE CHIEFS, SHERIFFS, 
COUNTY COUNSELS, 
AND CITY ATTORNEYS

1 The decision is available at https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/21pdf/20-843_7j80.pdf.
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FIREARMS AND  
SUICIDE PREVENTION

Firearms retailers and range owners are in a unique 
position to help prevent suicide given their ongoing 
contact with the firearms-owning community. Suicide 
prevention training for those who influence a specific 
community can reduce the suicide risk for that 
community. Learn more at afsp.org/firearms.

of the relevant county or city (or 
has their principal place of busi-
ness or employment in that county 
or city), and (3) the applicant has 
completed a course of training. 
Id. §§ 26150(a), 26155(a). Issuing 
authorities may also still require 
psychological testing. Id. § 26190(f).

Bruen recognizes that States may 
ensure that those carrying firearms 
in their jurisdiction are “‘law-abid-
ing, responsible citizens.’” Bruen, 
slip op. p. 30 n.9; see also id. slip 
op. p. 2 (Kavanaugh, J., concur-
ring) (States may “require a license 
applicant to undergo a background 
check, a mental health records 
check, and training in firearms 
handling and in laws regarding the 
use of force, among other possible 
requirements”). Accordingly, in 
assessing whether an applicant has 
established “good moral charac-
ter,” issuing authorities should 
recognize that Bruen does not elim-
inate the duty or authority of local 
officials to protect the communities 
that they know best by ensuring 
that licenses are only issued to 
individuals who—by virtue of their 
character and temperament—can 
be trusted to abide by the law and 
otherwise ensure the safety of 
themselves and others. The inves-
tigation into whether an applicant 
satisfies the “good moral character” 
requirement should go beyond the 
determination of whether any “fire-
arms prohibiting categories” apply, 
such as a mental health prohibition 
or prior felony conviction. Those 
categories, which may be found to 
apply during the DOJ-conducted 
background check (including the 
many categories pertaining to an 
applicant’s criminal history), simply 
determine whether the applicant 
is even eligible to own or possess 
firearms under state and federal 

law. When it comes to evaluating 
an applicant’s moral character, 
however, the issue is not whether 
the applicant meets the minimum 
qualifications to own or possess 
firearms under other statutory 
criteria. “Good moral character” is 
a distinct question that requires an 
independent determination.

Existing public-carry policies of 

local law enforcement agencies 
across the state provide helpful ex-
amples of how to apply the “good 
moral character” requirement. The 
Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office, 
for example, currently identifies 
several potential reasons why a 
public-carry license may be denied 
(or revoked), which include “[a]
ny arrest in the last 5 years, re-

gardless of the disposition” or “[a]
ny conviction in the last 7 years.”2 
It is reasonable to consider such 
factors in evaluating an appli-
cant’s proof of the requisite moral 
character to safely carry firearms 
in public. See, e.g., Bruen, slip op. 
p. 63 (referencing “law-abiding 
citizens”). Other jurisdictions list 
the personal characteristics one 
reasonably expects of candidates 

for a public-carry license who do 
not pose a danger to themselves 
or others. The Riverside County 
Sheriff’s Department’s policy, for 
example, currently provides as 
follows: “Legal judgments of good 
moral character can include con-
sideration of honesty, trustworthi-
ness, diligence, reliability, respect 
for the law, integrity, candor, 
discretion, observance of fiduciary 

duty, respect for the rights of oth-
ers, absence of hatred and racism, 
fiscal stability, profession-specific 
criteria such as pledging to honor 
the constitution and uphold the 
law, and the absence of criminal 
conviction.”3

As a starting point for purposes 
of investigating an applicant’s mor-
al character, many issuing author-
ities require personal references 
and/or reference letters. Investi-
gators may personally interview 
applicants and use the opportunity 
to gain further insight into the 
applicant’s character. And they may 
search publicly-available informa-
tion, including social media ac-
counts, in assessing the applicant’s 
character. Finally, we note that it 
remains reasonable—and constitu-
tional—to ask applicants why they 
are interested in carrying their fire-
arms in public. Although applicants 
do not need to demonstrate good 
cause for the issuance of a license, 
an applicant’s reasons for seeking 
a license may alert authorities to 
a need for psychological testing, 
be considered as part of the “good 
moral character” requirement, or 
provide information relevant to 
other statutory requirements.   CRPA 

2 Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office, CCW Ap-
plication/Permit Denials/Revocations, <https://
www.sacsheriff.com/documents/ccw/RE-
VO-DENIAL-REASONS.pdf> [last visited June 
23, 2022].)

3 Riverside County Sheriff’s Department, 
Riverside County Sheriff’s Department Standards 
Manual (DSM), <https://www.riversidesheriff.
org/DocumentCenter/View/6791/Depart-
ment-Standars-Manual-5222> [last visited June 
23, 2022].

Sacramento, CA - April 30, 2022: Vertical view of the Office of the Attorney General of 
California, Department of Justice. (SHUTTERSTOCK)



22   CALIFORNIA FIRING LINE   ISSUE 1060,  JUL/AUG 2022

LAW & POLITICS LAW & POLITICS

Originally published at nssf.org/articles/
gun-control-threatens-court-packing-
again-as-americans-embrace-gun-
rights/

The unauthorized leak 
of a draft abortion 
opinion from the 

U.S. Supreme Court has 
Democrats up in arms 
(again) about packing the 
U.S. Supreme Court. This isn’t a 
new argument and one gun control 
advocates publicly pitched before.

Senators are openly calling for 
court-packing again and that’s 
before the Supreme Court has 
rendered a final opinion on New 
York State Rifle & Pistol Association 
v. Bruen or finalized the opinion of 
the leaked abortion draft decision. 
Even before the nine justices heard 
arguments on the New York case 
challenging the states arbitrary and 
restrictive “may issue” concealed 
carry permit criteria, there were 
calls for court-packing.

U.S. Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse 
(D-R.I.) filed an amicus brief in 
NYSRPA v. New York supporting 

restrictive gun control but took ar-
guments beyond supporting the law 
with threats to upend the court’s 
structure. That case was ultimately 
declared “moot” by the Supreme 
Court after New York City altered 
the law to avoid the Court striking 
down the law.

“Perhaps the Court can heal itself 
before the public demands it be 
‘restructured in order to reduce the 

influence of politics.’ Particularly on 
the urgent issue of gun control, a 
nation desperately needs it to heal,” 
Sen. Whitehouse wrote.

Senate Republican Leader Mitch 
McConnell (R-Ky.) led a 2019 letter 
excoriating court-packing threats 
and urged the justices to render 
opinions based on constitutional 
interpretations, not public opinion 
polls. The letter was signed by 53 

GUN CONTROL 
THREATENS
COURT 
PACKING 
AGAIN AS 
AMERICANS 
EMBRACE 
GUN RIGHTS

STAY INFORMED WITH
SUBSCRIBE NOW AT         YOUTUBE.COM/CRPATV

ARE YOU
PAYING ATTENTION?

BY LARRY KEANE
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Republican senators.
“It’s one thing for politicians to 

peddle these ideas in Tweets or on 
the stump,” Sen. McConnell wrote. 
“But the Democrats’ amicus brief 
demonstrates that their court-pack-
ing plans are more than mere pan-
dering. They are a direct, immediate 
threat to the independence of the 
judiciary and the rights of all Amer-
icans.”

It’s a fool’s errand to predict a Su-

preme Court ruling, but the justices’ 
questions offered insight that they 
appeared to be wary of New York’s 
subjective qualifications to obtain 
concealed carry permits. The deci-
sion will be the most significant on 
gun rights since the 2010 McDonald 
decision.

That’s got gun control groups 
acting like spoiled school children. 
They’re throwing fits. They too want 
to change the court’s structure. Sev-

eral of these groups joined together 
for a discussion on how to change 
the rules and rig the system against 
law-abiding Americans and their 
God-given right to self-defense.

HIDING THE AGENDA
Igor Volsky, Executive Director 

of Guns Down America, Matt Post 
of March for Our Lives, Demand 
Justice’s Tamara Brummer and U.S. 
Rep. Mondaire Jones (D-N.Y.) joined 

together for a closed-door discus-
sion about their desire to pack the 
Supreme Court. They want more 
gun control-friendly justices that 
would legislate from the bench to 
restrict rights. The webinar was 
closed to the public, forcing any 
tuning in to register their personal 
information ahead of time. There 
is no public video of the discussion 
anywhere.

Brummer believes the Supreme 

Court has, “always been a political 
battleground, and now liberals need 
to push for more seats that will 
protect progressive policy advance-
ments,” like restrictive gun control. 
Matt Post exclaimed from the 
National Mall, “Their right to own 
an assault rifle does not outweigh 
our right to live.” True assault rifles, 
or automatic weapons used by the 
military, have been severely restrict-
ed for civilian ownership since 1934 

and haven’t been commercially 
made or sold since 1986.

Volsky is an ardent gun control 
supporter. He’s not only affiliated 
with Guns Down America but is also 
vice president of the far-left think 
tank Center for American Progress. 
He fired off a Twitter meltdown 
when U.S. District Court Judge Rog-
er Benitez struck down California’s 
30-year-old ban on Modern Sport-
ing Rifles (MSRs) in his ruling on 

(SHUTTERSTOCK)
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Miller v. Bonta last year.
Rep. Jones has never met a gun 

control proposal he didn’t like. He 
so strongly supports court-pack-
ing that he’s introduced legisla-
tion, along with fellow gun control 
Reps. Jerrold Nadler (D-N.Y.), Hank 
Johnson (D-Ga.) and Sen. Edward 
Markey (D-Mass.), to expand the 
court in order to pack it.

 “To restore power to the peo-
ple, we must expand the Supreme 
Court,” Rep. Jones said. He must’ve 
forgotten the people elected the 
president who nominated justices 
on the current court, including the 
previous two Democratic presidents 
who filled vacancies. That doesn’t 
include the Highest Court’s newest 
justice, Judge Ketanji Brown Jack-

son, who was recently nominated 
by President Joe Biden and con-
firmed by the U.S. Senate and will 
be seated later this summer once 
Justice Stephen Breyer formally 
retires from the bench.

VOTING AND BUYING
These groups and elected offi-

cials aren’t just ignoring their oath 
to defend the Constitution, they’re 
ignoring their obligation to repre-
sent “We the People.” More than 40 
million firearms were purchased in 
2020 and 2021, including more than 
14 million by first-time buyers. The 
firearm buying boom has meant 
33 months straight of 1 million or 
more guns purchased. This includes 
historic numbers of minorities and 

more than 40 percent of first-time 
gun-buyers were women who feel 
“empowered” by taking up their 
Second Amendment rights.

Poll after poll shows Americans 
reject restrictions on their right to 
own a gun, including historic low 
levels of support for more gun 
control. It’s why federal legislation, 
including Rep. Jones’s court-packing 
gun control bill, has largely stalled 
and President Joe Biden is draw-
ing the ire of gun control groups 
disappointed with his failure to 
accomplish more. It’s why his first 
nominee for Director of the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF), David Chipman, 
failed to earn even the support of 
Democrats in the U.S. Senate and 

had his nomination withdrawn. 
Volsky’s gun control court-packing 

expansion discussion demonstrat-
ed why their effort is a failing one. 
Preaching to the gun control choir 
won’t do anything to make neigh-
borhoods safer or stop criminals 
from committing their crimes.

Democratic President Barack 
Obama famously stated, “Elections 
have consequences.” The rules are 
the same for everyone and presi-
dents get to nominate justices to 
fill vacancies on the Supreme Court 
when they arise. Americans are 
embracing their Second Amend-
ment rights by the millions and gun 
control groups are losing their argu-
ment. Because of that, they’re now 
clamoring to change the rules.   CRPA 

Carol Watson’s Orange Coast Auctions
Antique & Modern FireArMsAntique & Modern FireArMs

www.cwocauctions.com  info@cwocauctions.com  office: 714-213-8709

Auction begins at 10am
Online bidding available via Proxibid.  

Absentee and Phone Bids accepted.
California Bond #100166176

Saturday, July 23, 2022

Highly Collectible German Schuetzen 
Sporting/Target Rifles

Impressive Antiques incl. a Lindsay 
M.1863 Rifle-Musket, Joslyn M.1864 

Halfstock Rifle, and a Palmer SRC
Several Perazzis, incl. a MX8 Special 

SCO Grade Trap 2-Bbl Set, and a 
MX8 Special SCO Grade Skeet

Desirable Pre-War U.S. Navy 
Contract Colt Model 1911-A1 

Semi-Auto Pistol

Fine Collection of Smith & Wesson 
Revolvers, incl. Registered 

Magnum Models

OCA_Firing Line_Ad_July2022.indd   1OCA_Firing Line_Ad_July2022.indd   1 6/8/22   12:30 PM6/8/22   12:30 PM

Democratic President Barack 
Obama famously stated, “Elections 

have consequences.” The rules 
are the same for everyone and 

presidents get to nominate 
justices to fill vacancies on the 

Supreme Court when they arise. 
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How to define a defensive 
gun use DGU), and how 
to count when a DGU 

occurs, has been a contested 
gun policy debate for many 
years. If guns are used more often to 
defend a life than guns are misused by 
criminals to take one, then guns have 
social utility – in other words, guns are 
a net benefit to society. Guns save lives. 

WHAT IS A DGU?
A DGU can be defined in different 

ways, but typically it means the use or 

presentation of a firearm for self-de-
fense, defense of others or, in some 
cases, protecting property. Significantly, 
a gun does not have to be fired to be 
used defensively. In fact, in most DGUs 
the assailant is dissuaded and runs 
away after seeing the gun. Other times, 
the assailant is held at gunpoint until 
the authorities arrive. 

HOW MANY DGUS OCCUR?
On the higher end of measured 

DGUs, you have Gary Kleck’s famous 
survey from 1993. In that survey, Kleck 
asked 5000 adults if they, or their 
household members, had used a gun 
for self-defense in the past five years, 
even if it wasn’t fired. Just over one 

percent of respondents said they did. 
In their National Self-Defense Sur-
vey, published in 1995, Kleck and his 
colleague Marc Gertz extrapolated that 
figure to the entire adult population of 
200 million, concluding that Americans 
use guns for self-defense as often as 
2.1 to 2.5 million times a year. 

On the other end of the spectrum is 
the National Crime Victimization Survey 
(NCVS)—a national survey that is ad-
ministered twice per year by the Bureau 
of Justice Statistics and that provides 
among the most-conservative estimates 
of DGUs. While NCVS results have varied 
over the years, their surveys indicate 
around 100,000 DGUs per year in the 
1990s, and as few as 60,000 per year 

more recently after crime fell. Those are 
still significant amounts, but an order of 
magnitude less than Kleck’s results. 

So, what explains the discrepancy? 
On the high side, it could be that people 
falsely report having had a DGU when 
they didn’t. If that happens a lot, Kleck’s 
results could be off. 

But on the low end, the NCVS 
numbers are almost certainly a major 
underestimate. To begin with, instead 
of being random polling calls, they in-
volve a government employee standing 
outside respondents’ doors and asking 
them questions. A lot of people may 
not be eager to volunteer that they 
had a DGU for fear of legal trouble or 
merely identifying themselves as gun 
owners publicly. Significantly, the NCVS 
doesn’t even ask about DGU specifi-
cally. Instead, respondents must first 
self-identify as having been a victim of 
a crime, and only then are they given 

the opportunity to volunteer how they 
defended themselves, if at all. As the 
much-vaunted RAND Corporation 
writes in its overview of DGUs: 

“As noted earlier, however, there are 
also good reasons to suspect that 
the NCVS underestimates the true 
number of DGUs. The NCVS provides 
an opportunity for respondents to 
describe DGUs only in the context 
of certain types of crimes. DGUs 
resulting from crimes not covered by 
the NCVS will likely be undercounted. 
DGUs may occur in the context of 
suspected crimes that respondents 
on the NCVS might not judge to 
qualify as events in which they were a 
victim of a crime, in which case those 
DGUs would be undercounted. At the 
time research on DGUs was being 
conducted, the NCVS did not explic-
itly ask crime victims whether they 
used a firearm to defend themselves. 

Thus, some DGUs might go un-
counted if respondents choose not 
to volunteer their use of a gun when 
asked whether they attempted to 
resist the perpetrator (Kleck, 1999).”1

Perhaps for emphasis, RAND repeats 
in its conclusion that while it considers 
Kleck’s 2.5 million figure suspect, “the 
NCVS estimate of 116,000 DGU inci-
dents per year almost certainly under-
estimates the true number.” 

Other surveys have also come up 
with figures ranging from 500,000 to 
two million per year. 

A CDC COVER-UP?
The Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) ran its own sur-
vey in the late 1990s in a handful of 
states, and suspiciously it never pub-
lished the results. The CDC data was 
discovered by Kleck a few years ago, 
and the response data was consistent 

IS CDC 
COOKING 
THE BOOKS 
ON DEFENSIVE 
GUN USE 
STATISTICS?
BY KONSTADINOS T. MOROS

Archived version of what the CDC’s website used to say about Defensive Gun Uses. (web.archive.org)

1.  rand.org/research/gun-policy/analysis/essays/defensive-gun-use.html
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with over one million DGUs per year.2

Perhaps because of all the differences as to 
the correct DGU number though, for years the 
CDC’s website had said of defensive gun uses that 
“Estimates of defensive gun use vary depending 
on the questions asked, populations studied, 
timeframe, and other factors related to the design 
of studies. The CDC report Priorities for Research 
to Reduce the Threat of Firearm-Related Violence in-
dicates a range of 60,000 to 2.5 million defensive 
gun uses each year.” 

Aside from CDC’s somewhat dishonest omission 
of its own survey results, this phrasing was the 
right call. While we on the pro-gun rights side may 
complain that the NCVS numbers are wrong, and 
the anti-gun side would say the same about Kleck’s 
figure, the CDC did what a government entity 
should do when the data is disputed – not take a 
side and instead just post the possible range.

Recently, however, the CDC edited this portion 
of the website about DGUs to instead say the 
following: “Estimates of defensive gun use vary 
depending on the questions asked, populations 
studied, timeframe, and other factors related to 
study design. Given the wide variability in esti-
mates, additional research is necessary to under-
stand defensive gun use prevalence, frequency, 
circumstances, and outcomes.”

Given that there has been no new development in 
the field, there was no basis for the CDC to remove 
the reference to the frequency range of DGUs. Es-
pecially when its own unreleased survey indicated a 
result comfortably in the middle of that range. 

So, what prompted the CDC to make this edit? 
We can find the answer in a prominent antigun 
publication created with Michael Bloomberg’s 
seed money: The Trace. In a June 3, 2022 article 
by Jennifer Mascia, the Trace reports that “the 
edits followed months of lobbying by a group of 
researchers that included Mark Bryant, who leads 
Gun Violence Archive, and Devin Hughes, who 
runs GVPedia, a nonprofit gun violence research 
outfit (Hughes is a former Trace contributor).” 

If the Trace’s reporting is correct, 
the CDC bent to the will of antigun ac-
tivists and is now misinforming Amer-
icans about DGUs at their insistence. 

CONCLUSION
This is another example of why 

CDC’s funding to study gun crime 
should not be increased, as we have 
no way to trust that their “research” 

would not be a sham meant to push 
the gun control agenda. 

CRPA has already filed a Freedom 
of Information Act request to obtain 
all documents and communications 
related to the CDC’s decision to edit 
their website as to DGUs. If a sub-
stantive response is received, a future 
article will report back with updates. 
 CRPA 

Konstadinos Moros 
practices general civil litigation 
with Michel & Associates. He 
received his bachelor’s degree 
in political science from the 
University of California, San 
Diego in 2011. In 2014, he 
earned his Juris Doctorate 
from California Western School of Law and has been 
practicing law since 2015. He is an activist and advo-
cate for maximizing our constitutional and natural 
rights, especially the right to keep and bear arms.

 Current CDC website excerpt on Defensive Gun Uses. (CDC.GOV)

2. researchgate.net/publication/344273747_What_Do_
CDC’s_Surveys_Say_About_the_Prevalence_of_Defensive_
Gun_Use
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The Supreme Court 
of the United States 
is preparing to issue 

a ruling in the landmark 
case of New York State Rifle 
& Pistol Association Inc. v. 
Bruen.1 In that case, the Court 
will decide the issue of whether 
the state of New York’s denial 
of the Petitioners’ applications 
for concealed-carry licenses for 
self-defense violated the Second 
Amendment.

The following information has 
been prepared to help issuing 
authorities better understand the 
Bruen case and the potential im-
pacts a Supreme Court decision can 
have on issuing authorities here 
in California. Following the release 
of the opinion from the Supreme 
Court, CRPA will also be hosting an 
online Q&A which will be open to all 
California CCW issuing authorities.

I. WHAT EXACTLY IS BEING 
CHALLENGED IN BRUEN

The New York law challenged in 
Bruen requires anyone who wants a 
license to carry a concealed handgun 
to show “proper cause” for the license. 
Courts in New York have defined 
“proper cause” to require applicants to 
show a special need to defend them-
selves, rather than simply wanting to 
protect themselves or their property. 
This requirement is substantially like 
California’s “good cause” requirement 
for the issuance of a CCW.2 Both Cal-
ifornia’s and New York’s requirement 
create a highly subjective determi-
nation that may violate the Second 
Amendment right to bear arms.

II. HOW BRUEN COULD AFFECT 
CALIFORNIA LAWS REGARDING 
CCW ISSUANCE

All indications suggest the Supreme 
Court will rule for the Petitioners and 
strike down New York’s requirement as 
unconstitutional. Should the Supreme 

Court do so, it will implicitly confirm 
that California equivalent “good cause” 
requirement is also unconstitutional. 
Regarding the issuance of licenses to 
carry concealed weapons, California 
law lists the requirements as follows:

(a) When a person applies for a license 
to carry a pistol, revolver, or other firearm 
capable of being concealed upon the 
person, the sheriff of a county may issue a 
license to that person upon proof of all of 
the following:

(1) The applicant is of good moral 
character.
(2) Good cause exists for issuance of 
the license.
(3) The applicant is a resident of the 
county or a city within the county, or the 
applicant’s principal place of employ-
ment or business is in the county or a 
city within the county and the applicant 
spends a substantial period of time in 
that place of employment or business.
(4) The applicant has completed a 
course of training as described in Sec-
tion 26165.3

While CRPA won’t know for sure what 
the Court’s exact ruling will be until it is 
published, at this time, we do not expect 
the ruling to affect anything beyond 
“good cause” or “proper cause” require-
ments. Thus, if the petitioners prevail, 
most of California’s requirements will 
continue to stand except for the good 
cause requirement. Authorities may 
continue to require that the applicants 
be of good moral character, reside in 

the county of issuance, and complete a 
course of training. That said, CRPA will be 
on the lookout for any bad-faith applica-
tions of these requirements that intend 
to obstruct the Supreme Court’s ruling.

III. POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF BRUEN 
ON SHALL ISSUE VS. MAY ISSUE 
CARRY REGIMES

California is, like New York, one of 
the few remaining outlier states where 

so-called “may issue”4 permitting 
regimes still exist. The overwhelming 
majority of states are now either “shall 
issue,” where all law- abiding citizens 
who apply and take the required class 
(if any) are issued permits, or “consti-
tutional carry,” where all citizens5 who 
can legally own a gun may carry it on 
their person openly or concealed.

Yet even within California, may issue 
policy is in the minority. Following a 
lawsuit brought by CRPA and other 
plaintiffs in 2016, the California Court 
of Appeals held that, because Califor-
nia’s statutory scheme permits con-
cealed carry only upon a showing of 
good cause and because open carry is 
also restricted, requiring “good cause” 
for a concealed carry license violates 
the Second Amendment. (Peruta v. 
Cnty. of San Diego (9th Cir. 2016) 824 
F.3d 919, 924.)6 Today, thanks in large 

1. For a complete listing of case documents and additional case information, visit supremecourt.gov.

2. Pen. Code §§ 26150(a)(2), 26155(a)(2).

3. Pen. Code §§ 26150, 26155.

THE SUPREME COURT’S 
UPCOMING HISTORIC 2A 
DECISION & HOW IT MAY 
AFFECT THE RIGHT TO 
CARRY IN CALIFORNIA

4. The degree to which permits are issued under 
such regimes greatly varies. Some places (like 
Los Angeles County and San Diego County) 
currently issue to a few regular citizens but not 
to most. Others only issue to the famous and 
the well-connected, like San Francisco County. 
And Hawaii and New Jersey effectively issue to 
no one, with Hawaii having never issued a carry 
permit to a private citizen. (Young v. Hawaii (9th 
Cir. 2021) 992 F.3d 765, 859 [O’Scannlain, C.J., 
dissenting].)

5. Some constitutional carry states do set a mini-
mum age requirement, limiting carry to people 
age 21 and older.

6. That appellate panel decision was overturned 
en banc, as all wins for Second Amendment 
rights are in the Ninth Circuit. But now, it may 
be vindicated with the Bruen decision. While the 
Supreme Court denied review to Peruta at the 
time, Justice Thomas wrote a scathing dissent 
from the denial of cert, concluding that “[t]he 
Court’s decision to deny certiorari in this case 
reflects a distressing trend: the treatment of 
the Second Amendment as a disfavored right.” 
(Peruta v. California (2017) 137 S.Ct. 1995, 1999 
[Thomas J., dissenting from denial of certiorari].) 
Following Bruen, that “distressing trend” may 
finally now be coming to an end.
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part to the tireless and ongoing 
work of CRPA staffers educating 
these authorities, a large majority of 
counties in California are effective-
ly shall-issue, with their respective 
Sheriffs accepting a general desire 
for self-defense as sufficient good 
cause to issue a permit.

For instance, Tehama County 
Sheriff’s Department states on its 
Concealed Weapons Permits website 
that “Sheriff-Coroner Dave Hencratt 
supports the right of law-abiding cit-
izens to keep and bear arms. In this 
regard, all qualified residents of Te-
hama County are eligible to apply for 
a permit to carry concealed weap-
ons.”7 The webpage then lists off four 
requirements for a permit including 
an age minimum of 21, the residency 
requirement, the mandatory safety 
course, and passing the background 
check. As another example, San Joa-
quin County Sheriff’s Department ex-
pressly states on its website that “[p]
ersonal protection or self-defense is 
sufficient to establish good cause” 
for the issuance of a permit.8 As 
such, even if the Bruen decision goes 
as expected, counties like Tehama 
and San Joaquin probably won’t have 
to change much as they are already 
likely to be in substantial compliance 
with the ruling.

In stark contrast, Alameda County’s 
website states: “California is a ‘May 
Issue’ state; the decision to grant a 
CCW license is at the discretion of 
the County Sheriff or Police Chief. 
Having a CCW license is a privilege, 

not an entitlement, and the Courts 
have ruled that a California CCW 
license is not guaranteed to all 
persons under the 2nd Amendment 
of the United States.”9 Alameda is 
likely to have to drastically change its 
policy and quickly edit out the mis-
information on its website following 
Bruen. CRPA will make sure it does.

IV. CONCLUSION
As discussed above, many counties 

already have policies in place that 
would comply with the likely ruling in 
Bruen. Counties that are may-issue 
(or effectively no-issue) will need to 
make the biggest changes to their 
policies if the petitioners in Bruen 
prevail.

CRPA is happy to offer its guidance 
and assistance on any questions 
permit issuing departments may 
have following the Bruen decision, 
whatever the ruling ends up being. 
Please do not hesitate to reach out 
to us with any questions or concerns. 
And as mentioned above, CRPA will 
be hosting a Q&A session open to all 
California issuing authorities follow-

ing the release of the decision in 
Bruen.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
For more information, be sure to 

visit CRPA’s website at crpa.org/
countdown-to-hope-supreme- 
court-watch/ and getmyccwnow.
com. And be sure to subscribe to 
CRPA email alerts to stay informed 
on the latest developments.

Disclaimer: This information has 
been prepared for general informa-
tion purposes only. The information 
contained herein is not legal advice, 
should not to be acted on as such, 
may not be current, and is subject 
to change without notice. Michel & 
Associates, P.C., does not warrant or 
guarantee the accuracy, complete-
ness, adequacy, or currency of the 
information contained herein. Users 
of this information do so at their own 
risk. This document does not create 
an attorney-client relationship. Indi-
vidual facts and circumstances may 
alter the conclusion(s) drawn. For 
legal advice consult an attorney.  CRPA 

7.  tehamaso.org/administration/licens-
es-permits/concealed-weapons/

8. sjsheriff.org/concealed-weapon-permit/

9. alamedacountysheriff.org/services/
ccw-request
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I know in past legislative 
updates I have made 
statements like “your 

representatives have reached 
an all time low” and “once 
again they are breaking 
their own rules.” Well, 
no surprise, Anti-gun anti-
hunting champion Assembly 
Member Marc Levine has 
once again taken the prize 
and broke all the rules. As 
you will recall, Assembly Member 
Levine has run a bill the last three 
sessions in a row to unlawfully 

tax gun owners. Even though 
the Assembly Democrats hold a 
supermajority, he has not even been 
able to get this bill off the Assembly 
floor! As you might recall we killed 
AB 1223 on the floor in the 2021 
session only to watch him obtain 

an emergency exemption 
for it to live on to the 2022 
session where he again failed 
to get the votes. Well, on a 
fair playing field that would 
be the end of it, at least for 

this year! However, we do not have 
a fair playing field and these liberal 
democrats do not even follow their 

own rules. Assembly Member Levine 
just took a clean energy bill, AB 
1227, which would have required 
homes in California to have reflective 
roofing, and via the “Gut & Amend” 
process turned it into his failed bill 
AB 1223!  Now mind you AB 1227 
had already survived the assembly 
and public committee review 
process as an “Building Energy 
Efficiency Standards” bill! His action 
circumvented the review process of 
half the legislature, and to bypass 
the Assembly where Levine, on at 
least three occasions in three years, 
previously could not get the votes 
required to get the bill to the Senate, 
let alone the Governor!  His action 
denies the people their right to be 
heard and the transparency they 
deserve.  It is reprehensible to stoop 
so low as to use this backhanded, 
under-cover-of -darkness, tactic.

CRPA’s very own Sean Fitzgerald, 
Founder and Principal of Vox Civic 
Communications, summed it up 
best by asking, “Assembly Member 
Levine, if this is such a great piece of 
legislation, that is going to save so 
many lives in California why do you 
have to stoop to such low tactics to 
get this bill to the Governor’s desk?”

Now AB 1227 seeks to impose an 
excise tax in the amount of 10% of the 
sales price of a handgun and 11% of 
the sales price of a long gun, firearm 

PROGRAM REPORTS
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precursor part, and ammunition to 
fund yet another slush fund the “Gun 
Violence Prevention, Healing, and 
Recovery Fund.”  This bill failed in the 
2019 session as AB 18. At that time, the 
author stated the annual cost estimates 
from gun violence in the United States 
reach $229 billion. These costs are 
caused by criminals, not the individ-
uals they seek to tax. The California 
Rifle and Pistol Association will always 
stand with law enforcement through-
out California and put the safety of 
our communities and citizens first. 
However, we oppose taxing millions of 
law-abiding citizens for the actions of 
criminals who compose a fraction of a 
percent of the population who are not 
law-abiding. Firearms and ammunition 
sales already bring millions of dollars of 
sales tax into California’s state budget 
each year. Many communities through-
out California already collect more than 
10% in sales tax alone.  Additionally, an 
average of $40 million is made avail-
able for conservation and education 
efforts in California each year from an 
11% federal excise tax imposed on the 
sale of sporting arms and ammunition 
(the Pitman Robertson Act). Further-
more, the proposed tax, which clearly 
impedes constitutionally protected ac-
tivity, raises serious legal questions as 
to whether funds raised in this manner 
can be compiled in this newly created 
account. 

Case law makes it clear that states 
may not impose a charge for the en-
joyment of a right granted by the fed-
eral Constitution and a person cannot 
be compelled to purchase, through a 
fee or tax, the privilege freely granted 
by the Constitution. This type of tax 
scheme has been repeatedly struck 
down in multiple jurisdictions. A 
marriage license tax being used to 
fund shelters for victims of domestic 
violence was recently struck down 
on similar grounds. In that case, the 
court pointed that a statute cannot vi-
olate the Constitution no matter how 
desirable or beneficial the legislation 
may be. 

Under the law, a state may only 
impose taxes in connection with the 
exercise of a constitutional right when 
those fees are designed to recoup the 
costs incurred in administering a reg-
ulatory regime to which the taxpayer 
is subjected. This tax neither recoups 
the costs of legitimate firearm regula-
tion nor does it fund efforts to benefit 
firearms consumers generally. The 
money is being used instead to create 
the new “Gun Violence Prevention, 
Healing, and Recovery Fund.” Again, 
we support crime prevention and 
victim support, but not funding it on 
the backs of law-abiding gun owners. 
It is therefore our view that these 
additional taxes are unjustified and 
unlawful.  

I wish I could tell you AB 1227 was 
the only dumb idea still alive.  The list 
of opposition bills below have passed 
their house of origin and are on the 
floor this week before being rubber 
stamped to head to the other side:

SB 856: Dodd. Wild pigs: validations.
SB 915: Min. Firearms: state 
property.
SB 1327: Hertzberg. Firearms: 
private rights of action. 
SB 1384: Min. Firearm Dealer 
requirements
AB:1594: Ting, Gipson, and Ward: 
Firearms: civil suits. 
AB 1621 Firearms: Gipson: 
unserialized firearms. 
AB 1769: Bennett. Firearms: 
prohibited places. 
AB 2156: Wicks: Firearms: 
manufacturers.
AB 2552: McCarty: Firearms: gun 
shows and events.

We are urging you to contact your 
representatives and demand they 
vote no on each and every one of 
these misguided bills.  Thank you for 
being CRPA members and supporting 
us in the fight!  For a complete list 
of the bills we face this session and 
sample language for your opposition 
letters refer to the Legislative Pro-
gram Page at CRPA.org!  God bless 
you all!  CRPA 

“Extreme taxation, excessive controls, oppressive government competition 

with business, frustrated minorities and forgotten Americans are not 

the products of free enterprise. They are the residue of centralized 

bureaucracy, of government by a self-anointed elite.”

Ronald Reagan
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RIGHT TO CARRY SHAKE-UP, 
AND MORE, EXPECTED WITH 
SCOTUS BRUEN RULING 
BY ALEX FRANK

All eyes are on the 
Supreme Court of 
the United States 

right now. As of writing this 
article, the Supreme Court 
has not released its much-
anticipated opinion in New 
York State Rifle & Pistol Assn. 
v. Bruen. That is likely to happen in 
June, and possibly July.  

Predicting what the Supreme 
Court will do is hard, considering 
the secrecy of the court’s opera-
tions. But it is no secret that the 
court is more conservative right now 
than at any time in recent history 
and appears poised to deliver a 
decidedly pro-Second Amendment 
decision. Given what observers can 
deduce from the court’s 2022 term 
record, it appears that Justice Thom-
as is authoring the majority opinion. 

A ruling in Bruen would also allow 

other key CRPA supported cases stuck 

in the 9th Circuit Second Amendment 

litigation bottleneck – like CRPA’s 

ammunition law challenge in Rhode v. 

Bonta and CRPA’s “assault weapons” 

challenge in Rupp v. Bonta – to finally 

get back to business in a much more 

favorable legal environment. 

LITIGATION REPORT
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ISSUE CASE 
NAME  CASE STATUS WHAT’S NEXT

CHALLENGE TO CA 
AND LOS ANGELES 
FIREARM CARRY 
RESTRICTIONS 
THAT PROHIBIT 
BOTH OPEN AND 
CONCEALED 
CARRY

Flanagan v. 
Becerra

(Formerly 
Flanagan v. 
Harris)

The case was filed on August 17, 2016, as a 
direct response to Peruta. It seeks to force 
the court to decide whether it is willing to 
uphold a complete prohibition on the right 
of law-abiding citizens to carry a firearm for 
self-defense. The parties filed cross-motions 
for summary judgment. In May 2018, the court 
issued a decision granting Defendant’s motion 
for summary judgment.

The 9th Circuit rejected the State’s petition to have 
the case heard initially by an 11-judge en banc 
panel along with the Young v. Hawaii lawsuit. 
However, instead of allowing the case to proceed, 
the 9th Circuit stayed the case on July 30, 2019 
pending the outcome of Young v. Hawaii.  Young 
is currently at the Supreme Court, with a pending 
certiorari petition (filed May 11, 2021).

CHALLENGE TO 
UNDER 21 FIREARM 
PROHIBITION.

Jones
v. 
Bonta

The 9th Circuit held oral argument on May 12, 
2021. 

On May 11, 2022, the 9th Circuit ruled that the 
district court erred in not granting plaintiffs’ motion 
for preliminary injunction. 

The state has until July 25, 2022 to ask for an en 
banc hearing. 

CHALLENGE TO 
CALIFORNIA’S 
“ASSAULT 
WEAPON” 
RESTRICTIONS

Rupp v. 
Becerra

The case was filed on April 24, 2017, in 
response to SB 880 and AB 1135. It challenges 
California’s entire “assault weapon” ban 
as violating the Second Amendment and 
due process and takings clauses of the U.S. 
Constitution. Plaintiffs filed a preliminary 
injunction motion to prevent the State from 
requiring individuals to provide the date 
they acquired their firearms and the name 
and address of the person from whom they 
acquired them, as a condition of registration, 
but that motion was denied on May 9, 2018.
On July 22, 2019, the court granted the State’s 
motion for summary judgment, ending the case 
in the State’s favor.
Plaintiffs appealed to the 9th Circuit on August 
27, 2019. Plaintiffs filed their opening appeal 
brief on January 27, 2020.  The state filed its 
brief May 26, 2020. Oral argument was heard 
on October 8, 2020, in Pasadena. The matter is 
now submitted, and resolution is pending.

Stayed pending the resolution of NYSRPA.

DOES HAWAII’S 
PERMIT SCHEME 
FOR GENERAL 
OPEN CARRY 
PROHIBITION 
VIOLATE 
THE SECOND 
AMENDMENT?

Young
v.
Hawaii

This case was on track for an en banc hearing but 
was stayed pending the outcome of NYSRPA v. 
City of New York, the gun case that the Supreme 
Court held moot in June of 2020. Shortly after that 
outcome, the Ninth Circuit rescheduled the en banc 
hearing for September 24, 2020.
The 9th Circuit en banc panel reheard the case 
on September 24, 2020. On March 24, 2021, the 
en banc panel issued its ruling upholding the 
dismissal.

Mr. Young filed a petition for certiorari in the 
United States Supreme Court in May of 2021. 

Response is due June 24, 2021. 

DOES CALIFORNIA’S 
FIREARM RIGHTS 
RESTORATION 
REGIME VIOLATE 
THE SECOND 
AMENDMENT?

Linton 
v. 
Bonta

On March 5, 2021, the Court administratively 
terminated the pending motion for summary 
judgment and stayed the case due to the 9th 
Circuit’s announcement that Duncan v. Becerra 
would be reheard en banc. 

The case will remain inactive pending the result 
of the Duncan re-hearing and Supreme Court 
Certiorari petition. 

This report provides an overview of just some of the efforts being taken to protect the rights of California gun owners. Although 
litigation plays an extremely important role in the fight for the right to keep and bear arms, there are many other tremendous and 
equally important endeavors throughout California and across the nation. 

Protecting the Second Amendment requires an enormous amount of resources and involvement in all levels of California’s 
government, including all 58 counties, all 482 municipalities and all state and local agencies tasked with enforcing the myriad of 
complex and ever-expanding gun laws. 

The digital version of this report, complete with links to relevant documents and additional information, can be found on CRPA's web 
page at crpa.org.

CALIFORNIA AND 9TH CIRCUIT LITIGATION MATTERS

ISSUE CASE 
NAME  CASE STATUS WHAT’S NEXT

CHALLENGE TO 
CALIFORNIA’S 
AMMUNITION 
SALES 
RESTRICTIONS

Rhode v. 
Becerra

The case was filed on April 26, 2018, in 
response to Proposition 63 and Senate 
Bill 1235’s restrictions regarding the sale 
and transfer of ammunition in California. 
The lawsuit challenges these restrictions 
as a violation of the Second Amendment, 
Commerce Clause, and Equal Protection 
Clause of the United States Constitution, as 
well as a violation of the Firearm Owner’s 
Protection Act. 
On April 23, 2020, the Honorable Roger 
Benitez granted Plaintiffs’ request for a 
preliminary injunction. Consequently, the state 
was instantly legally barred from enforcing 
the ammunition laws at issue in this case. On 
April 24, 2020, Judge Benitez then denied the 
State’s request to stay his injunction. However, 
the State applied to the Ninth Circuit later that 
day for a stay, which it granted, reinstating 
the status quo pending appeal of preliminary 
injunction.

This matter would likely have seen oral argument 
before the 9th Circuit sometime in the summer 
or early fall of 2021.  However, due to the 9th 
Circuit’s decision to rehear the Duncan v. Becerra 
matter en banc, this appeal was stayed on March 
19, 2021 pending Duncan’s resolution. 

On November 30, 2021, the 9th Circuit en banc 
panel reversed the Duncan wins. The Duncan 
plaintiffs petitioned the United States Supreme 
Court for certiorari on February 28, 2022.

This is great news. Justice Thomas 
has historically been the most clearly 
pro-Second Amendment jurist at the 
high court, by a long shot.

As exciting as the prospect of 
the Supreme Court reshaping the 
contours of the right to carry is, 
resolution of the Bruen case will likely 
trigger resolutions in several other 
important Second Amendment cases 
too. Once the court rules in Bruen, 
the ruling will likely trigger a “GVR” 
(grant, vacate, remand) in the CRPA 
supported Duncan case that is cur-
rently at the high court with a pend-
ing certiorari petition. The prediction 
is that the court will issue an opinion 

in Bruen, then grant the Duncan pe-
tition, vacate the 9th Circuit en banc 
panel’s bad ruling, and remand it to 
the trial court for further proceed-
ings consistent with the Supreme 
Court’s Bruen ruling. 

A ruling in Bruen would also allow 
other key CRPA supported cases stuck 
in the 9th Circuit Second Amendment 
litigation bottleneck – like CRPA’s 
ammunition law challenge in Rhode v. 
Bonta and CRPA’s “assault weapons” 
challenge in Rupp v. Bonta – to finally 
get back to business in a much more 
favorable legal environment. 

CRPA does not expect that his-
torically anti-gun jurisdictions will 

make total about-face changes in 
their approach to regulating public 
carry. It is likely that even in the face 
of an unmistakably clear language 
from the Supreme Court to accept 
self-defense as “good cause” for issu-
ance of a carry permit, jurisdictions 
will impose barriers, burdens, and 
restrictions to make concealed carry 
difficult. CRPA will monitor those 
developments and challenge them 
where necessary. 

Once the Supreme Court rules, it 
will likely trigger a deluge of permit 
applications. If you have been on the 
fence about applying, get that appli-
cation in!   CRPA 
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ISSUE CASE 
NAME  CASE STATUS WHAT’S NEXT

CHALLENGE TO 
CALIFORNIA’S 
BAN ON 
STANDARD-
CAPACITY 
MAGAZINES

Duncan v. 
Becerra

The case was filed in response to SB 1446 and Prop 
63. It challenges California’s ban on the acquisition 
and possession of magazines over ten rounds. On 
June 29, the district court granted plaintiffs’ motion 
for a preliminary injunction, halting enforcement 
of the newly enacted possession ban while the 
case is litigated. The State immediately appealed 
the injunction order. In July 2018, the Ninth circuit 
upheld the issuance of the injunction. 
The federal District Court, where Judge Benitez 
presides, granted Plaintiffs’ summary judgment 
motion, which permanently enjoined Penal Code 
Sec. 32310 on March 29, 2019. This legalized 
the acquisition of standard-capacity magazines. 
However, the court entered a stay of the injunction, 
effective 5:00 p.m. on April 5, 2019. 

The Duncan plaintiffs petitioned the United 
States Supreme Court for certiorari on February 
28, 2022. 

The court distributed it for conference for May 
11, 2022. It will likely see a GVR once the court 
issues its NYSRPA ruling. 

CHALLENGES 
DOJ’S USE OF 
DROS SURPLUS 
TO FUND APPS AS 
AN ILLEGAL TAX.

Gentry v. 
Becerra

(Formerly 
Gentry v. 
Harris)

Plaintiffs filed an amended complaint alleging that 
the DROS fee is an invalid tax. On August 9, 2017, 
the district court issued a ruling granting Plaintiffs’ 
request to prohibit DOJ from using DROS fees 
to fund unrelated law enforcement efforts and 
requiring DOJ to perform its statutorily required 
review of the current $19 fee to determine 
whether it is “no more than necessary to fund” 
DOJ’s costs for processing DROS transactions.
Trial was held in January of 2019. The Court upheld 
the DROS fee as a legitimate regulatory fee. 
Plaintiffs argue that the Court’s finding contradicts 
established law regarding regulatory fees.

The California Court of Appeals affirmed 
judgment in the State’s favor on March 26, 2021. 
Plaintiffs are pursuing an attorneys fee award in 
trial court for the claims that were successful.

CHALLENGE 
TO VENTURA 
COUNTY’S ACTIONS 
PREVENTING PEOPLE 
FROM BUYING GUNS 
AND AMMUNITION 
DURING THE 
COVID-19 SITUATION, 
AND TO FORCED 
CLOSURES OF 
FIREARM AND 
AMMUNITION 
RETAILERS AND 
SHOOTING RANGES 
UNDER THREAT OF 
PROSECUTION

McDougall 
v. 
County of 
Ventura

The court granted Defendants’ motion to 
dismiss on September 22, 2020. Plaintiffs 
appealed on November 19, 2020, and filed 
their brief in the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals on 
March 4, 2021. 

The Ninth Circuit issued an opinion on January 
20, 2022, reversing the district court’s dismissal of 
the plaintiffs’ action. 

The 9th Circuit en banc hearing is set for June 22, 
2022. 

DOES THE CITY OF 
MORGAN HILL’S 
48- HOUR LOSS/
THEFT REPORTING 
ORDINANCE 
FAIL DUE TO 
PROPOSITION 63 
PREEMPTION?

Kirk 
v.
City of 
Morgan 
Hill

The trial court granted Morgan Hill’s motion 
for summary judgment and denied Plaintiffs’ 
motion for summary judgment on July 30, 2020.

The matter is fully briefed and parties are 
awaiting an oral argument date. 

ISSUE CASE 
NAME  CASE STATUS WHAT’S NEXT

CHALLENGE TO 
SANTA CLARA’S (AND 
OTHER BAY AREA 
COUNTIES) ACTIONS 
PREVENTING PEOPLE 
FROM BUYING GUNS 
AND AMMUNITION 
DURING THE 
COVID-19 SITUATION, 
AND TO FORCED 
CLOSURES OF 
FIREARM AND 
AMMUNITION 
RETAILERS AND 
SHOOTING RANGES 
UNDER THREAT OF 
PROSECUTION

Altman 
v. County 
of Santa 
Clara

Plaintiffs filed their complaint on March 31, 2020, 
and a motion for temporary restraining order/
preliminary injunction on April 10, 2020. The 
court denied the temporary restraining order 
and did not rule on the preliminary injunction.  
Plaintiffs’ preliminary injunction was denied 
on June 3, 2020. By the time the court ruled on 
the motion, the only county remaining in the 
suit was Alameda County because the others 
permitted firearms stores to open as “essential 
businesses.”

On March 8, 2022, the 9th Circuit ordered the 
case be held in abeyance pending the issuance 
of the mandate in McDougall v. County of Ventura.

CHALLENGE TO 
LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY’S ACTIONS 
PREVENTING PEOPLE 
FROM BUYING GUNS 
AND AMMUNITION 
DURING THE 
COVID-19 SITUATION, 
AND TO FORCED 
CLOSURES OF 
FIREARM AND 
AMMUNITION 
RETAILERS AND 
SHOOTING RANGES 
UNDER THREAT OF 
PROSECUTION

Martinez  
v. 
Villanueva

Plaintiffs filed their complaint on March 27, 
2020, and their request for both a temporary 
restraining order and preliminary injunction 
on March 30, 2020. On April 6, 2020, the court 
denied plaintiffs’ temporary restraining order. 
On October 20, 2020, the court granted 
defendants’ motion for judgment on the 
pleadings and dismissed the case with prejudice.

On March 14, the 9th Circuit stayed the case 
pending the outcome of McDougall v. County of 
Ventura. 

DOES HAWAII’S 
CONCEALED CARRY 
PERMIT REGIME 
VIOLATE THE 2ND 
AMENDMENT?

Livingston
v.
Ballard

Hawaii attorney general moved to stay the case 
pending Young, which the court granted on June 
10, 2019. The case is effectively stalled pending 
further development in Young.

This case will remain stayed pending the 
resolution of Young.

CHALLENGE TO 
A CALIFORNIA 
ASSAULT WEAPONS 
STATUTE THAT 
PROHIBITS USING 
A LARGE CAPACITY 
MAGAZINE IN A 
RIFLE CONFIGURED 
WITH A “FIXED 
MAGAZINE”

Miller
v. 
Bonta

On June 4, 2021, Judge Benitez issued a 
decision and judgment declaring the statutes 
that constitute California’s assault weapons 
prohibition unconstitutional. However, he 
simultaneously stayed his order for 30 days to 
allow the state to appeal. The state has appealed 
and obtained an indefinite stay of Judge Benitez’s 
ruling pending resolution of the appeal.

The case will very likely remain stayed for a while 
as the appeal progresses.

DOES CALIFORNIA’S 
UNSAFE HANDGUN 
ACT (I.E. THE 
ROSTER) VIOLATE 
THE SECOND 
AMENDMENT?

Renna
v.
Bonta

The State’s motion to dismiss was granted in part 
and denied in part on April 23, 2021. The court’s 
ruling means that the plaintiffs’ challenge to the 
roster itself is dead, but the other aspects of the 
challenge remain alive. 

Parties continue to litigate the matter in the district 
court.  

LITIGATION REPORT LITIGATION REPORT



44   CALIFORNIA FIRING LINE   ISSUE 1060,  JUL/AUG 2022

PROGRAM REPORTS PROGRAM REPORTS

OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE CALIFORNIA RIFLE & PISTOL ASSOCIATION   45

LITIGATION REPORT

CRPA also litigates and assists in critical Second Amendment cases across the country that could set 
precedent for future challenges to California gun laws. 

ISSUE CASE 
NAME  CASE STATUS WHAT’S NEXT

DOES NEW YORK 
STATE’S PUBLIC 
CARRY LICENSING 
FRAMEWORK 
VIOLATE 
THE SECOND 
AMENDMENT?

New York 
State Rifle 
& Pistol 
Association 
v. Bruen
(formerly 
Corlett)

The Supreme Court granted certiorari on 
April 26, 2021, framing the issue as “whether 
the State’s denial of petitioners’ applications 
for concealed-carry licenses for self-defense 
violated the Second Amendment.”

The court heard oral argument on November 3, 
2021. Expect an opinion in summer of 2022. 

DID THE ATF 
EXCEED ITS 
AUTHORITY TO 
ORDER A BAN ON 
“BUMP” STOCKS?

Aposhian
v.
Garland

Petition for certiorari filed August 2, 2021. The petition has been distributed for conference 
and rescheduled multiple times. 

ISSUE CASE 
NAME  CASE STATUS WHAT’S NEXT

CHALLENGE TO 
WASHINGTON 
STATE’S UNDER 21 
BAN

Mitchell
v.
Atkins

Briefing is underway in the 9th Circuit as of middle 
of 2021. 

The case is stayed at the moment. 

DID CALIFORNIA’S 
MANAGEMENT 
OF THE ONLINE 
SYSTEM FOR 
“ASSAULT WEAPON” 
REGISTRATION 
VIOLATE THE RIGHTS 
OF POTENTIAL 
REGISTRANTS?

Sharp
v. 
Bonta

Plaintiffs reached a stipulated settlement and 
consent decree with the State on March 29, 
2021. The State will allow a limited class of 
persons another chance to register “bullet-
button” assault weapons, pursuant to the 
consent decree.

The new registration period lasted from January 
13, 2022 at 9:00 AM and closed on April 12, 2022.  

DOES A CALIFORNIA 
LAW THAT 
ALLOWS FIREARM 
PURCAHSER 
INFORMATION TO BE 
DISCLOSED TO THIRD 
PARTIES VIOLATE 
PRIVACY LAWS 
AND THE SECOND 
AMENDMENT?

Brandeis
v.
Bonta

State court challenge to the same laws being 
challenged in the Doe v. Bonta matter. Filed 
January 28, 2022.

Plaintiffs filed for a preliminary injunction on 
March 3, 2022.

DOES A CALIFORNIA 
LAW THAT 
ALLOWS FIREARM 
PURCAHSER 
INFORMATION TO BE 
DISCLOSED TO THIRD 
PARTIES VIOLATE 
PRIVACY LAWS 
AND THE SECOND 
AMENDMENT?

Doe 
v.
Bonta

The federal court in San Diego denied 
Plaintiffs’ request for a temporary injunction 
on January 20, 2022.

The case will proceed through litigation.

NATIONAL CASES WITH CALIFORNIA INTEREST

LITIGATION REPORT

Alex Frank is a civil rights litigator at Michel & Associates, P.C., where he focuses 
on the Second Amendment and related constitutional issues.

ISSUE CASE 
NAME  CASE STATUS WHAT’S NEXT

DOES A SEATTLE 
ORDINANCE THAT 
PROHIBITS THE 
PUBLIC CARRY OF 
SPECIFIC TYPES OF 
KNIVES VIOLATE 
THE SECOND 
AMENDMENT?

Zaitzeff 
v.
Seattle

Petition for certiorari filed December 16, 
2021.

Petition denied on February 22, 2022. 

DOES NEW 
JERSEY’S BAN 
ON MAGAZINES 
OVER 10 ROUNDS 
VIOLATE 
THE SECOND 
AMENDMENT?

Association 
of New 
Jersey Rifle & 
Pistol Clubs
v.
Grewal

Petition for certiorari filed April 26, 2021. The petition was distributed for conference last 
on September 27, 2021, with no activity since 
then. 

DOES MARYLAND’S 
ASSAULT WEAPONS 
BAN VIOLATE 
THE SECOND 
AMENDMENT?

Bianchi
v.
Frosh

Petition for certiorari filed December 16, 
2021.

Distributed for conference as of May 19, 2022. 

THIS CASE 
CHALLENGES THE 
LAW THAT BARS 
INDIVIDUALS 
UNDER 21 YEARS OF 
AGE FROM BUYING 
HANDGUNS.

Marshall
v.
BATFE

Petition for certiorari filed February 17, 2022. Petition denied on April 4, 2022. 

CHALLENGE TO A 
MASSACHUSETTS 
LAW THAT BARS 
NON- VIOLENT 
MISDEMEANOR 
CONVICTS FROM 
PURCHASING 
HANDGUNS.

Morin
v.
Lyver

Certiorari petition filed December 13, 2022. Response is due in March. The case will likely 
sit on the docket until something happens with 
NYSRPA v. Bruen.

THIS CASE INVOLVES 
THE SCOPE OF THE 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICER’S SAFETY ACT.

Rodrigues
v.
County of 
Hawaii

Certiorari petition filed December 13, 2021. Petition denied April 4, 2022. 

ANOTHER BUMP 
STOCK BAN CASE.

Gun Owners 
of America 
v.
Garland

Certiorari petition filed March 2, 2022. The attorney general filed a response on May 
24, 2022. 
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BY TIFFANY D. CHEUVRONT

Arenewed call for more 
gun control became 
the mantra of the 

current administration 
both in Washington and in 
Sacramento as this summer 
began with a barrage of gun 
violence across the country. 
But is more gun control what we 
need? Does it do anything to prevent 
future crimes or is it just more hoops 
to jump through for law-abiding 
citizens? How do we address issues 
like mental health, substance abuse, 
and criminal activity that are part of 
the conversation?

California has some of the strictest 
gun laws in the country and yet, last 
year California was home to five of 
the 27 mass shootings in the country. 
In 2019 California saw 2,945 people 
killed by gun violence and 1,586 of 
those killed were from suicide1 (gun 

control studies like to keep suicide 
and violent acts combined, but 
suicide should be noted separately 
for accuracy). In looking at these 
numbers, in 2019 fewer people died 
from “gun violence” than from suicide 
in the state. In 2020, firearm deaths 
were not even in the top ten leading 
causes of death in California.2

In 2020 there were a total of 1.6 
million background checks for fire-
arm purchases in California—a 30% 
increase over 2019. Across the country 
there were more than 40 million back-
ground checks, up 40% from the pre-
vious year. In fact, according to the FBI 
National Instant Criminal Background 
Check system, only one state had less 
background checks than the previous 
year, yet gun control advocates call for 
more background checks to stop gun 
violence. We are doing more back-
ground checks than ever before.

In June, Governor Newsom called for 
more gun control to combat gun vio-
lence and noted that in California the 
gun violence rates were low because 

of all of the strict gun laws already in 
place in the state. He demanded that 
legislators send more gun control 
legislation to his desk to sign in an 
obvious attempt to please his base 
and politicize an issue that no one is 
actually willing to address. A closer 
examination of homicide data—focus-
ing on the year of the assault causing 
the death, rather than the year it was 
reported to the FBI Uniform Crime Re-
port—provides insights into who 2020 
victims are, the means of death, and 
where homicides take place. In fact, 
homicides are on the rise in California 
not on the decline.

Gun homicides drive the rise. 
California saw 1,658 homicides in 
2019; the number climbed to 2,161 
in 2020—an increase of 503 homi-
cides (or 30.3%). Of these deaths, gun 
homicides jumped by 460 in 2020 (or 
40.6%). In other words, the increase 
in gun deaths account for 91% of the 
overall jump in homicides.3

Gun use was notable in other violent 
crimes as well. For example, aggravat-

DO GUN LAWS
REALLY WORK? 

LOCAL ADVOCACY

1.  msn.com/en-us/news/crime/how-gun-violence-in-california-compares-to-other-states/ar-AALxaxF , citing Center for Disease Control Study

2. cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/states/california/ca.htm

3. ppic.org/blog/gun-deaths-drive-californias-largest-ever-rise-in-homicides/

LOCAL ADVOCACY REPORT

ed assaults rose by 8.4%, and assaults 
with a firearm jumped by 39.2%, And 
although robberies decreased by 10%, 
the share of robberies involving a 
firearm rose from 23.9% of all robber-
ies to 25%.4 Most of the gun violence 
happened in the streets, which is 
something new for California, and flies 
in the face of gun control media that 
pushes the narrative about access to 
firearms in the home.

Crimegrade.org reviews different 
types of crime rates for each state. 
California currently has an “F” rating 
meaning that “the rate of violent 
crime is higher than the average U.S. 
state. California is in the 21st percen-
tile for safety, meaning 79% of states 
are safer and 21% of states are more 
dangerous.”5 

The Public Policy Institute of 
California reported that California’s 

major cities—Los Angeles, Oakland, 
San Diego, and San Francisco—show 
increases in property and violent 
crime and those numbers continue 
to grow.6 The same group also notes 
that while the violent crime rate had a 
slight decrease in 2020 (probably due 
to pandemic lockdowns and not due 
to gun law enforcement), homicides 
(30% increase) and aggravated as-
saults (7.5% increase) both increased. 

Even the largest gun control group 
in the country, Everytown for Gun 
Safety, is reporting that “in Califor-
nia the rate of gun deaths increased 
10% from 2011 to 2020” and “gun 
homicides increased 31% compared 
to a 12% increase and 70% increase 
nationwide, respectively.” “California 
has the 30th highest rate of gun ho-
micides and gun assaults in the US. In 
California, 71% of all homicides involve 
a gun, compared to 76% nationwide.”7 
So what is it Mr. Newsom? Is gun 
violence going down because of all of 
your gun control laws or not? It seems 
that the statistics from multiple groups 
seem to suggest that Mr. Newsom and 
his political cronies are just using the 
recent tragedies to push their agenda 
further and to politicize the issues 
instead of dealing with the real issues.

Recently, more than forty District 
Attorneys in California filed suit8 to 
keep re-offenders in jail and stop 
the early releases of criminals from 
the passage of AB 109/Proposition 
57, a bill that allows for early release 
of violent criminals because of jail 
over-crowding. Those inmates who 
were being granted early release 
included those with firearm violations, 

California currently has 
an “F” rating meaning that 
“the rate of violent crime 
is higher than the average 

U.S. state. California is 
in the 21st percentile for 
safety, meaning 79% of 

states are safer and 21% of 
states are more dangerous.

4. ppic.org/blog/gun-deaths-drive-californias-largest-ever-rise-in-homicides/

5. crimegrade.org/violent-crime-california/

6. ppic.org/publication/crime-trends-in-california/

7. everystat.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Gun-Violence-in-California.pdf
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Rank State

Louisiana Firearm 
deaths per 100k people, 
2019

Total firearm deaths, 
2019

Background checks  
per 100k people, 2020

1-yr. change in  
background checks (%)

1 Mississippi 23.7 705 12,326 53.9

2 Alaska 23.0 168 13,526 28.6

3 Wyoming 22.5 130 15,790 49.1

4 Alabama 21.8 1,071 22,138 57.3

5 New Mexico 21.8 457 9,836 31.5

6 Louisiana 21.5 999 9,261 52.5

7 Missouri 20.2 1,239 11,539 42.2

8 South Carolina 19.4 1,001 10,312 61.8

9 Arkansas 18.7 563 10,761 46.7

10 Tennessee 18.6 1,270 14,420 55.0

11 Montana 18.3 196 16,158 49.1

12 Oklahoma 18.2 719 11,885 30.6

13 Georgia 16.0 1,695 8,515 67.7

14 West Virginia 16.0 286 14,826 28.9

15 Nevada 15.7 483 7,121 70.9

16 Arizona 15.6 1,136 9,143 78.4

17 Kentucky 14.9 667 74,546 -19.2

18 Colorado 14.4 832 11,817 44.9

19 Indiana 14.1 952 28,751 33.4

20 Ohio 13.5 1,578 8,356 53.0

21 Idaho 13.5 241 15,740 34.4

22 Kansas 13.4 390 8,567 49.4

23 Florida 13.4 2,872 8,903 59.9

24 North Carolina 13.3 1,397 8,489 67.9

25 Oregon 13.2 556 12,236 44.3

26 Texas 12.7 3,683 8,019 56.4

27 Maryland 12.5 753 5,005 103.3

28 South Dakota 12.3 109 13,050 35.1

29 Michigan 12.0 1,200 10,699 117.1

30 Pennsylvania 11.9 1,528 11,349 47.1

31 Virginia 11.9 1,014 9,648 60.6

32 Utah 11.9 380 37,953 47.8

33 Maine 11.7 157 10,203 51.3

34 North Dakota 11.7 89 11,215 41.5

35 New Hampshire 11.2 152 12,846 55.7

36 Washington 10.9 830 10,262 28.7

37 Illinois 10.7 1,362 58,832 50.6

38 Wisconsin 10.2 595 12,566 67.9

39 Nebraska 10.0 194 5,403 53.2

40 Vermont 9.5 59 9,289 61.7

41 Delaware 9.2 90 7,913 66.0

42 Iowa 8.9 282 8,577 48.0

43 Minnesota 8.2 463 16,994 40.5

44 California 7.5 2,945 4,052 29.1

45 Connecticut 5.1 183 6,149 26.8

46 Rhode Island 4.2 45 4,849 111.1

47 New Jersey 4.1 366 2,003 94.9

48 New York 4.1 794 2,611 42.9

49 Hawaii 3.9 55 1,420 58.7

50 Massachusetts 3.4 237 3,810 23.7
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domestic violence, and even more 
violent histories. As an example of the 
failure of AB 109, in Lancaster County 
more than 300 inmates were released 
under partial supervision and 200 of 
those inmates have been re-arrest-
ed for new crimes. San Bernardino 
County has noted that there are high 
level gang members being released 
and in San Francisco, more than 300 
inmates with violent pasts like sexual 
assault and weapons-related offenses 
have been released under this law.9  
Newsom continues to call for ending 
the Department of Juvenile Justice and 
State Prisons which is sure to lead to 
even more crime in the state. Newsom 
and gun control politicians pushing 
more laws are yet to address what 
affects citizens the most—being easy 
on criminals and threats to common 
people. 

Mental illness is one of the few 
areas that people like to discuss when 
looking at violent acts against others, 
however the National Library of Med-
icine published and has been tracking 
cases of mental illness as it relates to 
violence for many years. Their studies 
have found that there is almost three 
times the amount of mental illness 
in arrested males than in the gen-
eral population and most common 
are substance abuse disorders and 
personality disorders.10 Law enforce-
ment is also reporting a rise in mental 
health incidents across the country.11 
Overall, people with serious mental 
illness—which generally refers to 

those with major depressive disorder, 
bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, and 
schizoaffective disorder—are some-
what more likely than members of 
the general public to commit acts of 
violence, research shows.12 The study 
goes on to note that there is a link be-
tween mental illness and violence, but 
not every person with mental illness 
is violent. Mental illness coupled with 
substance abuse and lack of access 
to treatment are the biggest factors 
of mental health and violence. And, 
when someone with these issues 
lives in a neighborhood that is violent, 
unsafe, poor, and high crime, the 

issues of mental health and violence 
collide.13 For young people it is even 
more of an issue with an estimated 
76% of youth with severe depression 
never receiving treatment.14 There is 
no way to catch every mental health 
risk, but if access to services were 
more available, maybe some of the 
incidents we have seen over the past 
months would not have occurred.

If all of these statistics are readily 
available online, which they are, why 
would Newsom and his gun-control 
supporters move so forcibly to sign 
even more gun control into law know-
ing that it does not work? Why would 

8. placer.ca.gov/7343/DA-File-Suit-Challenging-Early-Release-P

9. cjlf.org/releases/12-16.htm

10. ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2686644/

11. bing.com/videos/search?q=mental+health+issues+and+violent+crime&docid=608038636413783103&mid=4C1F470A42D9E09519944C1F470
A42D9E0951994&view=detail&FORM=VIRE

12. link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00127-011-0356-x

13. apa.org/monitor/2021/04/ce-mental-illness

14. ui.asu.edu/content/mass-shootings-and-mental-health-what-can-be-done

So what is it Mr. Newsom? Is gun violence 
going down because of all of your gun control 

laws or not? It seems that the statistics 
from multiple groups seem to suggest that 

Mr. Newsom and his political cronies are 
just using the recent tragedies to push their 
agenda further and to politicize the issues 

instead of dealing with the real issues.
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President Biden focus on pushing 
issues that have already been ruled 
unconstitutional by federal courts 
especially when videos of the Pres-
ident’s own son are out there with 
illegal firearms? It’s because they have 
an agenda. They have no idea how to 
get tough on crime without agitating 
their base of voters and they have no 
idea how to deal with mental health 
issues in the state. Politicians know 
that more gun control does not work 
but they are not willing to address the 
difficult issues that lay before them. 
They know that the only people who 
will follow the laws are the citizens 
who already are compliant and who 
are not the problem. Politicians would 

rather “act” like they are doing some-
thing than deal with the real issues of 
criminals, gangs, drugs, and mental 
illness that plague many communities. 

We must call out Newsom and his 
followers as the do-nothing politi-
cians that they are. Call them out for 
increasing the dangers to regular 
citizens while making it more difficult 
for people to protect themselves and 
call them out for attempts to pass 
laws they know are unconstitutional. 
Call them out for promoting false 
narratives in press conferences that 
lead the average person to think that 
one more gun control measure will 
somehow stop those intent on hurt-
ing others.

It is time for the people of California 
to demand better from the Gover-
nor and elected officials and put the 
pressure on so they will address the 
real issues instead of placating their 
supporters and the gun control lobby 
paying for their campaigns.  CRPA 

Tiffany D. Cheuvront 
leads the local ordinance 
project for Michel & 
Associates, P.C. With over 
19 years’ experience in the 
non-profit and regulatory 
fields, she practices civil rights litigation and 
corporate governance law (five of those years 
working specifically in Second Amendment and 
CA policy). Tiffany has written and provided 
testimony on issues at the local, state and 
federal levels of government.

LOCAL ADVOCACY REPORT

The Local Advocacy Project actively monitors all of California’s 58 counties and 482 municipalities to support or oppose any proposed 
ordinance, law or policy likely to impact Second Amendment rights. Local efforts include developing and working with a network of 
professionals, citizens, local government officials and law enforcement professionals to effectively oppose local threats to California gun 
owners. These efforts also serve as the foundation for litigation efforts against municipalities that enact anti-gun-owner legislation. 

LOCAL ADVOCACY REPORT
BY TIFFANY D. CHEUVRONT

JURISDICTION & 
ISSUE DESCRIPTION LOP RESPONSE STATUS

VENTURA 
COUNTY 
FAIRGROUNDS

For years, the Ventura County 
Fairgrounds has been debating over 
whether to hold gun shows or stop 
them at the requests of gun control 
activists.

The first week of January 2022 a group 
of gun control activists attempted 
to stop the gun shows again by 
attempting an emergency meeting 
and barely notifying anyone in the 
community. One of our members in 
the area got that notice and sent it to 
CRPA right away.

CRPA grassroots, chapters, and 
volunteers rushed to action and 
attended the online meeting.

After a very long meeting behind closed 
doors with legal counsel, the Ventura Fair 
Board reluctantly voted 4-3 to keep the gun 
shows in 2022.

Two bills were introduced to ban gun shows 
in Ventura and state-wide at the state level. 
These bills will change over the course of the 
legislative session, and we will be monitoring 
and offering testimony in opposition as well 
as having our legal team prepped.

DEL MAR 
FAIRGROUNDS 
GUN SHOW 
ATTACKS 
CONTINUE

For months the Del Mar gun show has 
been under siege from groups seeking 
to end the show. On September 
11, 2018, the Del Mar Fair Board of 
Directors voted to institute an up to 
1-year moratorium on gun shows 
beginning in 2019 while they “study the 
safety” of the gun show.

Additional legislation has been 
introduced at the state level that would 
prevent gun shows from occurring at 
the Del Mar Fairgrounds. 

CRPA was a named plaintiff in a federal 
lawsuit against the fairgrounds in an 
effort to protect your right to come 
together with others in the gun culture 
and hold lawful and safe events on 
public property. More information 
on the lawsuit can be found at 
michellawyers.com. Use the search 
box, entering “B & L Productions”. 

For now, the federal courts have ordered 
that the gun shows may continue at the 
Del Mar Fairgrounds while the litigation 
progresses; the next gun shows will be in 
2021.

Assemblyman Gloria sponsored a bill 
to prohibit the selling of firearms and 
ammunition at the Del Mar Fairgrounds (a 
sneaky way to try to stop gun shows again). 
CRPA is once again bringing litigation against 
this unconstitutional attempt at restricting 
your rights. More information will be 
available as the case proceeds.

ORANGE 
COUNTY 
FAIRGROUNDS 
GUN SHOWS

For months Senator Min has been 
trying to ban gun shows at all state 
facilities. Unable to get the support 
needed for this bill, Minn revised his 
SB 264 to only apply to gun shows at 
the Orange County Fairgrounds.

CRPA is also fighting SB 264 (Minn) that 
seeks to stop gun shows at Orange 
County Fairgrounds. We are prepared 
to fight this legislation as well, should 
it pass. Senator Minn has threatened 
legal action against the fair board if 
they attempt to approve any additional 
gun show contracts. CRPA has sent 
a letter outlining that Minn has no 
authority to threaten a sitting board.

CRPA is also fighting SB 264 (Minn) that 
seeks to stop gun shows at Orange County 
Fairgrounds. We are prepared to fight 
this legislation as well. Senator Minn has 
threatened legal action against the fair 
board if they attempt to approve any 
additional gun show contracts. CRPA has 
sent a letter outlining that Minn has no 
authority to threaten a sitting board.

COUNTY OF 
SAN MATEO

New Commissioners in the county 
are looking at hosting a public safety 
meeting with Giffords Law Center to 
discuss whether “Red Flag” laws are 
doing enough or if they should be 
expanded.

CRPA is monitoring this meeting 
and we encourage all those who can 
attend to plan on going and speaking 
out against these laws that are an 
overreach of government and a 
violation of due process for many.

More information will be coming as it is 
made available.
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JURISDICTION & 
ISSUE DESCRIPTION LOP RESPONSE STATUS

COW PALACE 
GUN SHOWS
DALY CITY

The California Legislature passed a bill in 
2018 that would ban gun shows at the 
Cow Palace state venue as part of the 
concerted effort by opposition groups. 
This bill was vetoed by then Governor 
Brown. The pending legislation to stop 
gun shows and dismantle the Cow 
Palace authority was dropped; however, 
this came with the condition that the 
Cow Palace board would stop holding 
gun shows in the future.

CRPA drafted a prelitigation letter to the 
board of the Cow Palace to inform them 
of pending legal action should they 
persist with denying gun shows access 
to state property.

The board has reopened its discussion 
regarding banning gun shows and 
is currently discussing the matter in 
committee. Please watch for further 
calls to action.

The board voted in November to re-consider 
its stance against gun shows given the possible 
constitutional violations that have been 
outlined by the federal courts on this subject. 
CRPA will continue to monitor the situation.

As of September 2021, we are still waiting on a 
report from the Cow Palace board as to what 
they plan to do with gun shows. COVID-19 has 
delayed holding meetings on these issues. 

STATEWIDE 
PUBLIC 
RECORD 
REQUESTS

CRPA regularly seeks and obtains public 
records in connection with any anti-gun 
efforts in California. Such efforts include 
proposed anti-gun ordinances, gun 
buyback programs and other anti-gun 
regulatory enforcement issues.

Responses to these requests often 
yield valuable results, such as which 
members of a local government entity 
are working with anti-gun groups, 
sources of funding and other important 
information.

Ongoing. CRPA attorneys monitor and 
review thousands of pages of public records 
requests each month.

CITY OF 
SAN JOSE

The Mayor for the City of San Jose wants 
to push mandatory insurance for all gun 
owners in the City as a way of paying for 
criminal violence that occurs in his City.

CRPA sent a letter previously on this same 
issue when the Mayor tried to make this a 
priority for the city in 2019. 

The Mayor has once again resurrected 
this issue and is trying to get mandatory 
insurance for gun owners or a mandatory 
fee to the City passed. The staff have been 
directed to come back with ordinance 
language in September. There is no new 
news on this issue as of the drafting of 
this alert.

CRPA has submitted public record requests 
and is preparing a lawsuit for filing should 
the city pass this ordinance. 

San Jose passed the ordinance even though 
there was 4 hours of testimony from the 
public against it. CRPA is preparing to sue 
as soon as the matter is ripe for the courts 
to consider.

CITY OF WEST 
HOLLYWOOD

The City of West Hollywood is 
attempting to pass a mandatory locked 
storage ordinance similar to others that 
are promoted by gun control advocacy 
groups.

CRPA alerted members in the area, and 
we are prepared to file legal action if the 
ordinance passes. 

If you are interested in being a named 
plaintiff in that legal action please 
contact us at potentialplaintiffs@
michellawyers.com.

Some of the public comments against the 
ordinance can be found on the City Council 
page and here:

https://wehotimes.com/gay-republicans-
to-speak-out-against-wehos-safe-gun-
storage-ordinance/

https://weho.granicus.com/MetaViewer.
php?view_id=22&clip_id=3610&meta_
id=202522

https://weho.granicus.com/MetaViewer.
php?view_id=22&clip_id=3610&meta_
id=202523

https://weho.granicus.com/MetaViewer.
php?view_id=22&clip_id=3610&meta_
id=202848

The City Council instructed the city attorney 
to draft the ordinance and bring it back to 
the Council at a later meeting. Make sure 
you follow CRPA on social media for all the 
latest news.

LOCAL ADVOCACY REPORT

JURISDICTION & 
ISSUE DESCRIPTION LOP RESPONSE STATUS

CITY OF 
MONTE 
SERENO

The City is attempting to pass a 
mandatory locked storage ordinance 
similar to others that are promoted by 
gun control advocacy groups.

CRPA alerted members in the area, and 
we are prepared to file legal action if the 
ordinance passes. 

CRPA legal team also drafted letters of 
opposition to the city council which was 
quoted by a council member that was 
opposed to the ordinance.

The ordinance passed the first reading 
even though the city attorney gave bad 
advice on the likelihood of having to defend 
legal action and admitted that there have 
been no firearm-related crimes in the city.

We will continue to monitor this situation.

CITY OF 
HERMOSA 
BEACH

The City is attempting to pass a 
mandatory locked storage ordinance 
similar to others that are promoted by 
gun control advocacy groups.

CRPA alerted members in the area, and 
we are prepared to file legal action if the 
ordinance passes. 

CRPA legal team also drafted letters of 
opposition to the city council.

We are awaiting further action from the city 
at this time and will update our members 
when more information is available.

GHOST GUN 
BANS

Gun Control groups are busy pushing 
to try to get local jurisdictions to pass 
restrictions on the possession, sale, 
transfer, or manufacturing of “ghost 
guns” including precursor parts

San Diego, Los Angeles, and San Francisco 
have all passed the same basic ordinance 
in the last few weeks. The problem with 
these ordinances is that they address areas 
of concern that are controlled by the state 
AND there is no clear definition of what 
a precursor part is at the moment- these 
cities just made every piece of metal illegal 
to own and created criminals out of citizens 
with lawful products overnight.

CRPA is preparing for legal action on this 
issue. We will have more information 
shortly. We are waiting on official 
rulemaking from the state in order to 
address the issue to the fullest. Comments 
were also called for and submitted.

CITY OF 
BEVERLY 
HILLS

The City of Beverly Hills is discussing 
mandating training for all gun owners 
who live in the city and currently make 
FFLs in the city sign an assumption of 
liability for damages occurring due to 
their products

These ordinances violate civil rights and go 
against commercial manufacturing and 
product liability protections for those in 
the product chain who can only be held 
responsible if the product is damaged or they 
know that the person is planning on using 
the product outside of its intended purpose.

DOJ COE 
ISSUES

It has come to our attention that there 
may be businesses and individuals 
that are having great difficulty getting 
their COE renewal from DOJ.

Not having a valid certificate of eligibility 
(COE) prevents firearms business owners 
from operating and completing purchases 
and individuals from receiving and 
handling ammunition for many programs.

We are hearing reports that the DOJ is 
taking months to return approved COE 
applications.

If you are having trouble with this area, 
please send us a message at contact@
crpa.org so we can reach out to you and 
see if we can assist.

CRPA 
COALITION 
WORK

The CRPA has been working with other 
groups across the state for years to 
influence and advance pro-2A work in 
the state. We believe in leveraging our 
combined strength to get things done.

Coalitions are built from other non-profit 
groups with similar missions coming together. 
We work with local chapter leaders, elected 
officials and legislative teams to push support 
and protection of the Second Amendment.

Watch for joint letters from coalition groups to 
fight harmful legislation in the state and for work 
with other groups during this election cycle.
To sign up for the Range Coalition, send an email 
to ranges@crpa.org

CALL FOR 
PLAINTIFFS

If you are a CRPA member, we need 
you!

When local ordinance issues do not go 
well, we have to fight for your rights in 
court. We need members just like you 
who are negatively affected by these 
unconstitutional laws to step up as named 
plaintiffs in the legal actions that may follow.

If you are interested in serving as a 
plaintiff in any of our upcoming litigation, 
please contact us at potentialplaintiffs@
michellawyers.com.
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If you are an FFL in California, 
you know how difficult 
business in this state can be! 

Numerous regulations over the years 
have forced many out of the state and 
others are discouraged with what you 
see coming in recent days.

CRPA has been and will continue to 
fight for your rights, just like those of 
the individual gun owners. We created 
the advance push back against Prop 
63 (Gunmageddon) in 2016 and have 
three cases from that one piece of 
legislation that are pending in the Ninth 
Circuit right now. They are all on hold 
until the Supreme Court releases an 
opinion in the NYSRPA v. Bruen case, 
which is why that is such a big case 
for gun owners across the country! 
We are hopeful that, unlike Heller and 
McDonald that addressed very spe-
cific singular issues, that NYSRPA will 
address a broader scrutiny issue which 
will impact many of these issues we 
have been dealing with over the years 
in California.

Well, the new barrage of gun legisla-
tion lining up since June is telling. All of 
the suggestions that President Biden 

made, like limiting the age of purchas-
ing a gun to 21 years old, and national 
registries are unconstitutional—federal 
courts have already ruled on those. Cal-
ifornia Governor Newsom is demand-
ing that the legislators in Sacramento 
bring him more gun control laws to 
pass, even though the statistics do not 
bear out or support his statements on 
the “successes” of California gun laws.

A good example of this is SB 1384 by 
gun control advocate Senator Min who 
will do anything to try to stop gun sales 
in the state (he is already attempting to 
stop gun sales at all state property even 
though this was a complete failure last 
session and will cost the state hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars in legal 
fees). SB 1384 would require FFLs to 
have a digital video surveillance system 
on their premises and would require 
FFLs to carry a general liability policy. 
FFL and employees would be required 
to complete annual training developed 
and testing administered by the DOJ. 
Not something that we want—More 
DOJ interaction that is less than stellar 
and impacts business dealings!

DOJ is already stating that they are 

overburdened with processing Certif-
icate of Eligibility checks, background 
checks, Dealer Record of Sale docu-
mentation, current inspections, rights 
restoration requests for clearing bad 
dispositions off records, and ammu-
nition checks. How can they possibly 
keep up with additional requirements 
that would require DOJ agents to con-
duct inspections of video surveillance, 
receive and review annual certifications 
for video surveillance systems, adopt 
regulations regarding placement of 
building security bollards outside of the 
licensing premises, conduct inspec-
tions of training records, develop and 
implement training, certification, and 
examinations for employees.

CRPA is appearing in Sacramento at 
hearings on this and other legislation 
and we have letters of opposition on 
file. These are important for establish-
ing a record of opposition should this 
have to go to litigation down the road. 
We do know that Newsom is pushing 
for more gun control because it makes 
him look like he is doing something 
even though these provisions would 
do nothing to stop the mass shootings 
from June. CRPA will continue to fight 
against bad legislation in Sacramento 
and in the courts. You can keep up with 
all of the legislative updates by visiting 
crpa.org/programs/legislative-ad-
vocacy/ frequently during legislative 
session.

Not a Business Affiliate Member? 
Email us at contact@crpa.org for 
more information.   CRPA 
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 Los Angeles, CA USA - December 6, 2020: The front of a gun store. (SHUTTERSTOCK)
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im Cairns really learned 
about firearms during 
his time in the military. 

He vividly recalls his first 
time shooting an M16 and de-
scribes it as incredible. However, 
that was not his 
very first experi-
ence shooting a 
firearm. When Jim 
was eight years 
old, the parents 
of a childhood 
friend invited him 
out to shoot with 
their family. That 
day he shot his 
very first shotgun 
and, although it 
knocked him down, he hung on and 
only became intrigued. Later, Jim’s 
dad gifted him a Daisy Red Ryder 
BB Rifle.

Eventually, he graduated to a .22 
caliber rifle and would frequent the 
foothills in Fresno to go shooting. 
Jim has been a firearm enthusiast 
ever since and believes If you want 
to keep your freedoms, you must 
get in the fight! Jim has been a 
member and a volunteer for CRPA 
for nearly two years. He has vol-
unteered his time at several youth 
events as a range safety officer and 
can also be found greeting attend-
ees behind the CRPA membership 
booth. 

Jim credits Ken, his best friend of 
50 years, for providing inspiration 
and support for his involvement. 

SPOTLIGHT ON

JIM CAIRNS

BY  
CHRISTINA 
GASTELO
VOLUNTEER 
COORDINATOR

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

J

 Cairns on the range at “Take out Bin Laden Day,” on August 17th, 2021 in Twin Falls 
Idaho. (KEN CRABTREE)

Ken, who lives in Idaho is an avid 
supporter of the Second Amend-
ment and belongs to the Idaho Sec-
ond Amendment Association. Jim 
does an annual trek to Idaho to 
visit Ken for their Annual “Remove 
Bin Laden” target day, and some 
kayaking down the Snake River.

Jim and his wife Griselda find a 
sense of accomplishment when vol-
unteering. Together, they volunteer 
for the Rose Parade Float Com-
mittee. They help decorate Parade 
Floats for the annual Rose Parade 
in Pasadena, CA. They also volun-
teer for the “Zelstra Foundation”, 
honoring first responders. They are 
avid music lovers, enjoy attend-
ing as many concerts as possible, 
and are members of Muse-ique 
and Pasadena Pops. They also golf 
together and go ocean cruising as 

often as possible. CRPA is grateful 
to have Jim and we thank you for 
getting in the fight! 

Do you have an anecdote about 
this cause/organization that 

really moved you?
Jim Cairns: “Be safe. Shoot 

straight. Fight back.” It couldn’t be 
much clearer than that.

When did you get involved with 
this organization?

JC: I joined CRPA about a year-
and-a-half ago. I was a current 
member of the NRA. However, after 
doing a little research, I discovered 
that the NRA wasn’t very active in 
California. I did discover that CRPA 
was very actively involved in the 
Second Amendment, and that’s 
very important to me.

How do you believe others can 
get involved?

JC: People need to become CRPA 
members. Once they do, it be-
comes much clearer about what’s 
involved and what needs to be 
done to retain our freedoms.

What do you hope the 
organization will achieve in the 
near future… and in the long 
term?

JC: CRPA and its attorneys have 
an incredible track record at de-
feating anti-Second Amendment 
politicians. There are many more 
ridiculous anti-Second Amendment 
laws out there, but in the long run, I 
do believe that the CRPA will defeat 
them.

 
What motivates you to stay 
involved?

JC: “Just win, baby!” is what I keep 
reminding myself of. Turning back 
to tyranny and crooked politicians 
is plenty of motivation for me!  CRPA 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

 Cairns on the range at “Take out Bin Laden Day,” on August 17th, 2021 in Twin Falls 
Idaho. (KEN CRABTREE)

Cairns at the Lytle Creek Turkey 
Shoot and Open House on Nov 20, 2021. 
(CHRISTINA GASTELO)
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CRPA is looking for men and women 
to join the fight for our rights as a CRPA 
volunteer or grassroots activist. You 
can feel good about being part of the 
solution, meet new friends, learn about 
guns and politics and get free CRPA swag! 
For more information, fill out and send in 
the volunteer form (page 56), email us at 
volunteer@crpa.org or call (714) 992–2772, 
ext. 8752.

Because of CRPA’s tremendous growth, 
and with the support of our members 
and like-minded organizations, CRPA 
is expanding its involvement in local 
campaigns and elections and sponsoring 
and participating in more events. CRPA 
has made a substantial investment in 
grassroots/volunteer coordinating, local 
election messaging technologies and added 
staff to manage volunteers and events.

CRPA Chapters and affiliated groups 
maintain their independence, but work 
with CRPA and get access to: (1) real-time 
legislative information from our legislative 
advocates in the Capital; (2) CRPA/NRA 
campaign finance and PAC lawyers; (3) 
CRPA/NRA firearms lawyers who answer 
questions, fight for local FFLs and ranges 
in your area, oppose local gun control  
ordinances and file lawsuits; and (4) regular 
communication among coalition partners 
and other local groups to learn from each 
other and build a stronger network of 
activists. CRPA needs volunteers to work as 
Chapter Leaders; Government Liaisons (i.e., 
candidate development and local issues 
and ordinances coverage); Retail/Ranges 
Liaisons; Volunteers and Events Liaisons; 
and CCW Liaisons, among other things.

CRPA invites individuals as well as local 
2A groups, clubs, ranges and FFLs to be a 
part of the effort in your county. Join us! 
Volunteer for CRPA!

VOLUNTEERS 
ARE CRPA'S 
MOST POWERFUL 
WEAPON!

Join a CRPA Chapter

Visit Local Businesses to Promote Affiliate Program

Work on Political Campaigns or Elections

Assist with Youth/Women’s Events / RSO

Assist with Training Events / RSO 

Assist with Hunting Events

Be a CRPA Membership Recruiter 

Liaison with Local Authorities and Council Members

Teach Firearm Safety and Proficiency

Promote CRPA/Pro-2A Messaging/PR Campaigns

Other:

THANK YOU!
Return to the California Rifle & Pistol Association

Attn: Volunteers Program
271 E. Imperial Highway, Suite #620, Fullerton, CA 92835

Phone: (714) 992–2772, ext. 8752    I   Email: volunteer@crpa.org

First Name                                           Middle Initial

Last Name

Street Address

City, County, State, Zip Code

Cell Phone

Email Address

Date

VOLUNTEER 
REGISTRATION FORM

Check your areas of interest. This is not an 
exclusive list. You can always change your mind.

JULY
July 9-10
CODE OF THE WEST VALLEJO
Solano County Fairgrounds
Vallejo, CA

July 16
RAAHAUGES YOUTH DAY 
SPONSORED BY CRPA
Mike Raahauge’s Shooting Range
Eastvale, CA

July 16-17
CROSSROADS OF THE WEST: 
ONTARIO GUN SHOW
Ontario Convention Center
Ontario, CA

July 23
YOUTH EXPO COMPTON 
HUNTING & FISHING CLUB
Compton Hunting & Fishing Club
Compton, CA

July 23-31
RAMONA JUNIOR FAIR
431 Aqua Lane
Ramona, CA

EVENTS & TRAINING
LOCATION KEY

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

OUT OF STATE

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA

EVENTS

 Safety lecture for BSA California Inland Empire Council Scout Adventure Day.
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TRAINING 
VIDEOS 
& INFO ARE AT  
CRPA.ORG/ 
TRAINING- 
AND-
EDUCATION

CRPA 
TRAINING 
COURSES
■ Basic Rifle  

■ Basic Pistol 

■ Basic Shotgun 

■ Home Firearms Safety 

■ Basic Range Safety 
Officer 

■ Personal Protection 
in the Home 

■ Personal 
Protection Outside the 
Home 

■ Metallic Cartridge 
Reloading 

■ Hunters Education 
Traditional Course 

■ Hunters Education 
Follow-up Course 

■ Wild Game Cooking 

■ Wild Game Field 
Dressing 

■ First Aid/AED/CPR 

■ Wilderness First Aid 

■ Archery 

■ Basic Backpacking 

■ Leave No Trace 

■ Emergency 
Preparedness 

■ Photography 

■ Basic Map 
and Compass 

■ Trauma/ First Aid 

AUGUST
August 2
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
National Event
Every City, CA

August 10-14
SISKIYOU GOLDEN FAIR
Siskiyou Golden Fairgrounds
Yreka, CA

August 10-14
NEVADA COUNTY FAIR
Nevada County Fairgrounds
Grass Valley, CA

August 13-14
CROSSROADS OF THE WEST: 
BAKERSFIELD GUN SHOW
Kern County Fairgrounds
Bakersfield, CA

August 25-28
MODOC DISTRICT FAIR
Modoc District Fairgrounds
Cedarville, CA

August 26-28
41ST RAMONA RODEO
Fred Grand Arena
Ramona, CA

August 27-28
CROSSROADS OF THE WEST: 
VENTURA GUN SHOW
Ventura County Fairgrounds
Ventura, CA

TRAINING
JULY
July 9
RIFLE SHOOTING BASICS
Fullerton, CA

July 9
HUNTER EDUCATION
Fullerton, CA

July 16
PERSONAL PROTECTION IN 
THE HOME
Fullerton, CA

July 23
SHOTGUN SHOOTING BASICS
Fullerton, CA

July 30
CHIEF RANGE SAFETY OFFICER 
Fullerton, CA

AUGUST
August 6
HUNTER EDUCATION
Fullerton, CA

Aug 13
PISTOL SHOOTING BASICS
Fullerton, CA

August 20
RIFLE SHOOTING BASICS
Fullerton, CA

August 27
HUNTER EDUCATION
Fullerton, CA

SEPTEMBER
September 10
PISTOL SHOOTING BASICS
Fullerton, CA

September 10
HUNTER EDUCATION
Fullerton, CA

September 17
SHOTGUN SHOOTING BASICS
Fullerton, CA

September 24
RANGE SAFETY OFFICER
Fullerton, CA

 LA South Bay Gun Owners (a CRPA chapter) – SCOTUS Party Thursday June 23rd. (DAVE RACE)
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The Yreka High School 
Trap Team is practicing 
and improving, 

although the perfect score of 
25 out of 25 is being elusive 
this season. Both senior Ty Libby 
and junior Peyton Zanotto, have 
been able to shoot 25, but not back-
to-back, for the next level of 50 out 

of 50. One bird is all it takes to miss 
the next level. On the other side of 
the coin, freshman Bella Verry, the 
athlete who had no gun experience 
and was lucky to hit one bird out 
of 50, has improved. She handles 
her shotgun safely and scores are 
on the rise, with a solid 15 or better 
out of 25. The team is truly coming 
together, which includes many off 
the range activities, such as assisting 
at the Mother’s Day Craft Show and 

Championship Chainsaw Carving 
held at the Siskiyou Golden Fair 
Grounds, at the Siskiyou County NRA 
Dinner in Montague, and the Rocky 
Mountain Elks Dinner in Yreka.

As the team prepares for the first 
in-person competition of this season, 
the Redding Invitational, sponsored 
by our friendly rival, Foothill High 
School, we are taking a moment to 
introduce some of the teams we 
shoot alongside and against. The 

INTRODUCING THE ETNA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT PAL PROGRAM 
AND THE FIRST TEAM OF THE 
LEAGUE, THE ORLAND HIGH 
SCHOOL TRAP TEAM

BY BYRAN DUNCAN

After shooting, Jacob Baxman (foreground) and other YHS Trap Team members performing maintenance at the Yreka Clay Birds clubhouse. 
(BYRAN DUNCAN)

The five new shooters to the Etna trap team shoot under the watchful eye of head coach Tony Stalker and coach Brandon Buell (in 
uniform), both are Etna police officers in the PAL (Police Activity League) program. (BYRAN DUNCAN)
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distinction of against and alongside 
is based upon the team size. We are 
all in the same conference (Califor-
nia) and are then further classified 
by team size, rather than school 
size, thus shooting against teams of 
similar size and alongside larger and 
smaller teams. 

The first team to introduce is a 
fellow Siskiyou County Team that 
we shoot alongside. The Etna High 
School Trap Team doubled their 
number of athletes from four to 
nine this year. Interestingly, the Etna 
team is sponsored by the Etna Police 
Department’s “Police Activity League” 
programs, referred to as PAL. The 
small Etna Police Department covers 
the city of Etna and the town of Fort 
Jones, some 12 miles apart, and 

assists other agencies in the entire 
ranching area of Scott Valley with 
four full-time officers and two vol-
unteer reserves, a part-time detec-
tive and two part-time community 
service officers. The math equates 
to nine PAL volunteers involved in all 
10 Etna school sports, except base-
ball. The trap team started about the 
same time the Yreka team began. 
The team is in their fourth year and 
per head coach Officer Tony Stalker, 
“getting better every year.” We share 
the same range and club house 
provided by the Yreka Clay Birds, 
sometimes shooting together. The 
range is just a few miles away from 
Yreka High School, but the Etna team 
drives about 30 miles one-way to 
practice every week. Per graduating 

senior Colby Bridwell, his younger 
brother Chace, a seventh- grader 
and already a trap shooter, is looking 
forward to replacing him soon. The 
team’s range safety officer, Officer 
Josh Short, is also a hunting safety 
course instructor.

The next team is one we shoot 
against. The Orland High School Trap 
Team began in the spring of 2017, 
being the first school registered in 
the league, and was one of only two 
schools in California participating 
in the California High School Target 
League. The other school was in 
Orange County. The State Cham-
pionships, now held in person in 
Kingsburg, was a virtual shoot due to 
the several hundreds of mile dis-
tance between the two teams. Anna 
Canon, the head coach and a CRPA 
member, wears numerous hats, to 
include Agriculture Instructor, FFA 
Advisor and California High School 
Target League State Director. As 
there is no trap range near them, the 
team has been rather resourceful. 
They received permission from a 
local farmer to use a field for prac-
tice, mounted their trap machine on 
a trailer, dug a hole and parked the 
machine and trailer in the hole, when 
being used, powering the machine 
with a small generator. Five years 
later, they are still shooting in the 
farmer’s field and the 27 athletes of 
the team are just as enthusiastic as 
ever.

The Yreka High School Trap 
Team is looking forward to shoot-
ing against this great team at the 
Riverside Invitational and the State 
Championships. In future articles, 
we will introduce some of the other 
amazing teams, athletes, coaches, 
and supporters.

CRPA works with and supports the Civilian Marksmanship Program (CMP), a national 
organization created by federal law that provides citizens around the country with 

firearm training and learning opportunities, similar to the operations of CRPA.
The CMP’s highest priority is serving youth through gun safety education and 
marksmanship events that encourage personal growth and life skill development. 
CRPA whole-heartedly joins in and supports these efforts.

CMP has also developed excellent match procedures at competitive and recreational 
shooting events that are being incorporated into CRPA’s own event and match 

management processes. Individuals can keep informed about CMP affiliated matches by 
visiting the CMP’s Competition Tracker page at http://ct.thecmp.org.  
The CMP also sells select vintage military rifles to qualified U.S. citizens at a great price, along with competitive 
equipment and memorabilia! You can learn more about getting started on your own marksmanship journey 
through the CMP at http://thecmp.org/get-started/.

Visit us online at www.TheCMP.org

Etna’s graduating seniors, Michael Medvar-Berry (left) and Colby Bridwell (right), from the 
trap team take a moment for a photo opportunity with a proud mom at the Yreka Clay Birds’ 
portion of the Dodge Shooting Range. (BYRAN DUNCAN)

Mike Lewis points out the highest bidder, while seventh-grader Bret Keele hold up the chainsaw-carved feather. Bret is looking forward to 
joining his brother on the YHS Trap Team. His brother, Briley, is standing behind him with Kale Nixon, as they discuss moving the next heavy 
auction item into place with a dolly. (BYRAN DUNCAN)
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 1.  ALWAYS treat all guns as if 
they are loaded.

 2.  ALWAYS keep the gun 
pointed in a safe direction.

 3.  ALWAYS keep your finger off 
the trigger until you are ready to 
shoot. 

 4.  ALWAYS keep the gun 
unloaded until ready to use. 

 5.  ALWAYS know your target, its 
surroundings, and beyond. 

 6.  ALWAYS know how to 
properly operate your gun. 

 7.  ALWAYS be sure the gun is 
safe to operate.

 8.  ALWAYS use only the correct 
ammunition for your gun. 

 9.  ALWAYS wear eye and ear 
protection. 

 10.  NEVER use alcohol or 
over-the-counter, prescription, 
or other drugs before or while 
participating in shooting sports. 

GOLDEN RULES 
OF GUN SAFETY

For more information and training, please 
contact the California Rifle & Pistol Association: 
(800) 305-2772 | CRPA.org

Donate your car, truck, RV or Boat to the CRPA Foundation to support our ongoing commitment to inform and educate all Californians and 
California gun owners of their constitutional rights. We’ll make it easy for you to donate with your free scheduled pick-up, and you may 
even qualify for a tax deduction!  Visit us online at crpa-foundation.careasy.org/home.html.

VEHICLE DONATION PROGRAM

1 Call us at 833-200-CRPA  
or 833-200-2772.

2 We will tow your vehicle 
at no cost to you!

3 Get a tax deductible 
receipt and help our cause.

HOW IT WORKSWE ACCEPT ALL TYPES OF VEHICLES:

CARS

TRUCKS

MOTORCYCLES

TRAILERS

BOATS

AND 
MORE!

I grew up in a gun-friendly 
family and, occasionally, 
we would shoot shotguns, 

rifles, and handguns but I 
never really went hunting 
or shot consistently. In my 
freshmen year, I found out that 
Orland High School had a trap and 
sporting clay team. I wanted to give 
it a shot and I signed up. I went out 
to my first practice not knowing 
what to expect, shooting a 20-gauge 
Winchester and hitting one clay out 
of 25. I had no knowledge about my 
gun or how to properly use it. I was 
very doubtful and didn’t think this 

was going to be my sport. But, that didn’t stop me 
from going out there to have fun and improve my 
shooting.

My coaches, Anna Canon and Bruce Chapman, saw 
something in me and wanted to make me better so 
they let me use a 12-gauge BT99 Browning single 
shot over-under. For a while, I didn’t want to use 
a 12-gauge shotgun, so everybody would say I’m 
using the “little girl gun.” Once I moved on from the 
20-gauge I started to improve. Once my sophomore 
year came around, I wanted to get serious in the 
world of shooting.

The more I was on that line, the more I realized 
it wasn’t just physically moving your gun to hit that 
clay, it’s also a mental game. I learned that there are 
so many little things you must do to focus. When 
I’m on the line, I keep my head down so I’m not so 
focused on the other shooters. I count how many 
shots go off around me, peeking my head up until 
it’s my turn to shoot. While my head is down, I close 
my eyes and think of the word “black.” I think black 
because when I close my eyes that’s all I see, noth-

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT:

ORLAND HIGH SCHOOL 
TRAP TEAM
BY AUTUMN “OTTER” IRVIN

Bruce Chapman, Autumn Irvin, and Anna Canon at the 
Navy Seal Foundation. (ERIC KNIGHT)

LEFT: Autumn Irvin at Clear Creek Sports Club in Corning, shooting sporting clays. RIGHT: 
Autumn Irvin at Birds Landing Hunting Preserve, shooting sporting clays.  (ERIC KNIGHT)
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ing but black. That word helps me 
to keep my focus then, when it’s my 
turn, I have nothing else on my mind 
other than breaking the clay.

During the spring season, I start-
ed to place All-Around Shooter and 
Top Female Shooter. My name was 
being heard up and down California 
by other shooting teams, coaches, 
newspaper articles, and many other 
followers in the shooting world. 
People knew me as “Otter.” I was 
given this name by my coach Bruce 
because he said Autumn was too 
hard to remember and an otter is a 
spunky animal and I’m spunky. To-
wards the end of the season, many 
trap teams across the state wanted 
to have a practice state shoot in 
Redding. At this shoot, I met many 
amazing coaches and had the op-
portunity to compete against many 
great shooters. 

During the shoot, I tied with an-
other sophomore, Peyton Zanotto, 
which forced us into a shoot off. It 
was nerve-racking, having five other 
teams watch you. Whoever was 
the first person to miss a clay was 
the loser and that was me. I lost 
the shoot-off. I never thought that I 
would end up having a shoot-off with 
another female shooter, but it was a 
great experience. I was hoping to see 
how she was going to shoot in Kings-
burg at the state tournament and, 
even though I haven’t fully met her, 
I’d like to shoot with her for more 
competition.

The California State High School 
Clay Target League State Tourna-
ment in Kingsburg was one of my 
bigger achievements before I qual-
ified to compete at the national 
championships. I placed as Califor-
nia’s Top Female Trap shooter with 
a 20.4 average. I was qualified in the 
second tier for the national champi-
onships which is held each year in 

CRPA'S 
RANGE 
COALITION
CRPA’s Range Coalition members are businesses, clubs, 
private and public ranges throughout California. Range 
Coalition members are united to protect range operations and 
expand opportunities for public participation in the shooting 
sports so that all Californians have convenient access to ranges and 
to marksmanship, self-defense, hunting, safety and other training.

The CRPA Range Coalition advocates for ranges in Sacramento and locally 
to protect ranges and ensure that any proposed legislation or regulatory 
policies promote proven and sound best management practices and recognize 
the value of access to ranges and training programs. Through webinars and 
Information Bulletins, CRPA provides critical information to coalition 
members and range operators about environmental, safety, insurance, 
corporate, legal, operational and other important issues of interest.

California’s ranges are encouraged to learn more about CRPA’s Range 
Coalition by emailing CRPA at ranges@crpa.org.

JOIN  ■  LEARN  ■  TEACH  ■  THRIVE

JOIN & SUPPORT

Mason Michigan. Many of my team-
mates also qualified to participate. 
As a sophomore in high school, this 
was one of the best experiences I’ve 
ever had in my life.

More than 2,000 shooters partici-
pated from all over the United States 
and there were over a mile of 40 trap 
ranges on which we were able to 
shoot. One of my best memories in 
Michigan was in my last round of the 
individual competition. I shot my first 
25 on a national level. The best feel-
ing was hearing my parents, coach-
es, teammates, and their families 
cheering me on from behind the line. 

Everyone on my team has improved 
so much and has grown to love the 
sport just as much as I do. Not only 
do I love this sport because I get 
to shoot guns, but in the last year, 
this team has formed a bond that I 
could never imagine that any sport 
could have. I can’t thank my coaches 
enough for helping me improve and 
become who I am today. 

This team is one big family. All of 
the Trap Moms are always supply-
ing us with snacks and drinks. On 
weekends the Trap Dads are BBQing 
or something of that nature. I’ve cre-
ated the best bonds with so many of 

my teammates that push me every 
day to do my best and, most of all, 
we push each other. If it wasn’t for 
this sport, I don’t know who I would 
be close friends with today. I am the 
oldest of all of them and I see so 
many of them becoming amazing 
shooters as a team and individually, 
and I want to push them to do their 
best every time we get on that line.

It amazes me how far this small-
town high school shooting team 
has come from shooting in a local 
field to traveling across the nation 
to compete on a more competitive 
level. This spring season, I am now 
a junior and have many goals for 
myself and the team. Not only has 
this sport inspired me to become a 
good trap shooter, but it inspired me 
to focus, learn accuracy, be a leader, 
supporter, and most of all, to build 
friendships. I know for a fact that in 
the future trap will always be a part 
of me and hope to continue a more 
competitive level after high school.

I’ve created the best bonds with so 
many of my teammates that push 
me every day to do my best and, 
most of all, we push each other.

Trio of top scores are shown by Orland 
High School Trap Team athletes (left to 
right) Austin Baylor, Autumn Irvin, and 
Jermy Crandle. (ERIC KNIGHT)

The Orland HS Trap Team at the 2021 Nationals in Macon, Michigan. (ERIC KNIGHT)
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KEEP CALIFORNIA
HUNTING ALIVE!

GET YOUR HUNTING LICENSE
TAKE HUNTERS EDUCATION COURCES

PRESERVE YOUR RIGHTS TO
KEEP AND BEAR ARMS

CRPA works to preserve the traditional and 
historic role of the individual citizen to hunt, 
conserve, and preserve California’s resources. 
In addition, CRPA works relentlessly in Califor-
nia to defend your constitutional right to keep 
and bear arms.

Become a member today to help promote and 
support the fight for the Second Amendment 
and hunting conservation.

VISIT CRPA!
Memberships, Courses, License, & More

www.crpa.org (714) 992-2772

HUNTERS ARE THE TRUE CONSERVATIONISTS!
271 E Imperial Hwy, Suite 620, Fullerton, CA 92835

Out in a farmer’s field, 
Chuck and Jana Sanford 
grant us a place to 

practice our marksmanship. 
About five years ago, after getting 
permission to shoot, we took a tractor 
and dug out a hole. That’s where we 
placed the machine with the help of 
Clear Creek Sports Club, who provided 
us with a machine to use. That year, the 
team had 16 young men and women 
practicing their 2nd Amendment 
rights… which was exactly where Bruce 
and Anna’s motivation came from, to 
teach kids a life-long skill; a skill they 
were passionate for.

Both being members of the Califor-
nia Rifle & Pistol Association, Bruce 
and Anna persisted in finding ways to 
make the sport better and safer for 
the kids who participate. In these few 
years they have managed to watch the 
team grow to 27 members, as well as 
having 13 shooting in sporting clays. 
As the team grew, there were bound 
to be problems that came up. Expens-
es for ammo and clays as well as kids 
who don’t have access to equipment. 
Now we can provide the ammunition, 
eye and ear protection, shell bags, and 
guns needed for the athletes, which 
is all provided by the NRA Foundation 
and their friends. We also get a dis-
count on purchasing clays at the Clear 
Creek Sports Club and Bird’s Landing. 
With the help of these organizations, 

we have witnessed participation grow 
each year and our athletes improve.

Our friends here help us in many 
ways, yet there is still a lot of un-
derlying support to get the athletes 
involved. Corey and Scotty Blethroad 
are also coaches on the team and 
help with a lot of our appointments. 
Brenda and Kaylee Thompson are 

our scorekeepers, they usually have 
a bag of candy and hand out a piece 
to the athletes for some motivation to 
hit the clays. Kaylee and her husband, 
Kellon, also push the button for the 
machine. With this group of support-
ers, plus parents, the team members 
have enjoyed success. I have im-
proved a lot since I started shooting 

for the team. Austin Baylor is proba-
bly the most improved shooter cur-
rently in both trap and sporting clays. 
Lauren Lazzaretto is only a sopho-
more, but she has been competing on 
the team as a child since it formed in 
2017! Not only are these astounding 
athletes doing well in the sport, but 
their peers Jeremy Crandall Jr., Hailey 
Blethroad, and Austin Baylor are 

some of the top shooters for trap in 
the second week of competition. Jer-
emy Crandall Jr., Anthony Travis, and 
Autumn Irvin are also the top shoot-
ers for sporting clays. This is only their 
third week of competition. With these 
excellent shooters, and the passion 
and support of all the coaches and 
friends, the team is thriving more and 
more every single year.

“Through the motto of ‘safety, fun, 
and marksmanship,’ shooting sports 
teach a valuable skill to the youth 
involved. Everyone gets to participate, 
as there are no benchwarmers. The 
knowledge of this skill can lead to 
a life-long pursuit, creating future 
supporters of the 2nd Amendment 
so that our rights can be maintained,” 
said Anna Canon, head coach.

ORLAND HIGH SCHOOL TRAP 
TEAM THRIVES:
AN ATHLETE’S PERSPECTIVE
BY SEAANNA ROSS

 LEFT: SeaAnna Ross and Amanda Pozzi, a seventh-grader, enjoy a snack break at the 
range. RIGHT: SeaAnna Ross of the Orland High School Trap Team at the Orland’s High 
School range. (ANNA CANON)

 Cheyenne 
Petersen zeros in on 
a flying clay, which 
can be seen a few feet 
above the right corner 
of the CRPA banner. 
(ANNA CANON)
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ENSURING 
MODERN DAY 
HUNTING AND 
SHOOTING 
ACCESS IS 
CRITICAL 
FOR FUTURE 
GENERATIONS
Originally published at nssf.org/articles/en-

suring-modern-day-hunting-and-shoot-

ing-access-is-critical-for-future-genera-

tions/

Hunting and 
recreational shooting 
sports are staples of 

American pastimes. Often, 
finding the time to get outdoors is 
a significant hurdle. For some, free 

access to places to safely hunt and 
shoot is the real obstacle. In a 2012 
partnership between Responsive 
Management and NSSF, a baseline 
report was conducted to understand 
this critical issue.

With support from an Association 

BY SALAM FATOHI
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■ Follow the rules of firearm 
and hunting safety. Insist 
that fellow hunters do the 
same.

■ Respect the environment 
and wildlife. Study the 
ecosystem. Tread lightly. 
Leave no trash behind.

■ Do not waste game or fish. 
Make full use of any animal 
taken. Take only what you 
will use, even if it is under 
the legal limit.

■ Use only fair and humane 

methods of taking wildlife. 
Develop your hunting 
and shooting skills as 
necessary to ensure clean, 
sportsmanlike kills.

■ Know your fitness, skill 
and equipment limitations. 
Hunt within those limits.

■ Obey all hunting 
regulations. Hunt with the 
appropriate license and 
tags only in allowed areas 
during designated times 
and seasons. Obey bag and 

possession limits. Use only 
legal hunting methods and 
equipment. Report game law 
violations immediately.

■ Ask landowner for 
permission to hunt and 
respect the land. Close any 
gates you open. Say thank 
you.

■ Be considerate of non-
hunters’ sensibilities. Strive 
to leave 
them with 
positive 
images 
of 
hunting 
and 
hunters.

■ Don’t flaunt 
your kill. Be 
as discreet as 
possible. Treat 
game carcasses 

in an inoffensive manner, 
particularly during 
transport.

■ Generally conduct yourself 
in a sportsmanlike manner. 
Hunt according to “fair 
chase.” Require the same of 
your hunting partners.

■ Support NAM wildlife 
conservation programs 
and urge policymakers to 

support strong 
NAM-based 

conservation 
initiatives.

■ Teach others 
the skills, 
techniques, 
rules and ethics 
of hunting. Pass 

these ethical 
hunting practices 
along to younger 

hunters.

HUNTERS’ CODE OF 

ETHICS

HUNTERS ARE THE TRUE CONSERVATIONISTS!

of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA) 
Multistate Conservation Grant, the 
report, “Assessing the Quality and 
Availability of Hunting and Shooting 
Access in the United States,” was 
produced. It provides current infor-
mation on sentiment around access 
to hunting and recreational shooting 
sports.

RESULTS ARE IN
The latest report had three key 

focal points: analyzing the current 
availability of public and private 
areas to hunt and shoot recreation-
ally, determining how hunters and 
shooters rate access, and examining 
how the perception of access has 
changed over the past decade.

The continental United States has 
a plethora of hunting options for 
outdoorsmen and women. Accord-
ing to the hunters surveyed, white-
tailed deer (79 percent) is the most 

sought-after game species, with wild 
turkey in second place (40 percent). 
All other species ranked 28 percent 
or less.

At ranges, recreational shooters 
primarily shot handguns. Unsur-
prisingly, the survey found hunters 
and shooters who live in urban and 
suburban areas need to travel the 
furthest and have the least access 
to land to enjoy their recreational 
activity.

HEADING AFIELD
Hunting respondents reported that 

56 percent chose to hunt almost ex-
clusively on private land, 25 percent 
mostly hunt on public land and 19 
percent hunt on both property types 
equally. A clear majority of hunters, 
59 percent, relayed that they hunt 
private land that they do not own but 
have permission to hunt. Converse-
ly, 41 percent of hunters said they 

use private land enrolled in walk-in 
access programs. These programs 
offer access to landowner-approved 
easements to hunt or access public 
land. These trends make sense when 
recognizing the topmost factor for 
hunters is choosing an area that is 
not crowded by other sportsmen. 
Nearly all hunters, 92 percent, 
reported overcrowding to be either 
very important or somewhat import-
ant.

DO YOU HAVE THE TIME?
Time and a place to hunt, 24 

percent and 21 percent respectively, 
were top reasons given why hunters 
do not go afield. Almost a third of 
hunters reported that a combination 
of less land to hunt due to private 
land ownership, housing develop-
ments, land use changes or previous-
ly accessible private land had been 
sold and marked “no hunting” were 

significant hurdles for them when 
deciding whether to get outdoors. Of 
the 19 states surveyed, respondents 
reported about half with a favorable 
outlook on hunting access and man-
agement of land overall. Ratings of 

access to land for hunting decreased, 
with excellent or good responses de-
creasing to 47 percent in 2021 from 
56 percent in 2010.

A majority of recreational shooters, 
57 percent, shoot mostly on private 

land while 21 percent shoot almost 
exclusively on public land. Like their 
hunting counterparts, recreational 
shooters who utilize private land 
are typically not the actual landown-
er but choose their areas to shoot 

California Hunting and Conservation Coalition (Coalition) members include 
all the major hunting and natural resource conservation groups in California. 
Coalition members are united to ensure a strong future for wildlife 
conservation by protecting and expanding hunting and fishing opportunities 
throughout California and supporting wildlife management decisions based 
on the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation. 

The Coalition works to make sure these decisions are based on the best 
available science and sound management strategies.

The Coalition’s primary goal is to ensure that wildlife populations thrive in perpetuity and that our 
traditional hunting and fishing heritage will be guaranteed for all Californians, for generations to come. 

Coalition efforts are badly needed in these times of great challenges to our hunting heritage but also in 
times of great opportunities.

CRPA IS A FOUNDING MEMBER OF THE CALIFORNIA 
HUNTING & CONSERVATION COALITION

HUNTERS ARE THE TRUE CONSERVATIONISTS!

(SHUTTERSTOCK)
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■ Wildlife belongs to the people and is held in the 
public trust. It is managed in trust for the people by 
government agencies.

■ It is illegal to sell the meat of any wild animal in 
North America.

■ Laws developed by people and enforced by 
government agencies ensure the proper use and 
conservation of wildlife resources.

■ Every law-abiding citizen has the right and 
privilege to hunt and fish and should have the 
opportunity.

■ Humans can legally kill certain wildlife for 
legitimate purposes under strict guidelines for food 
and fur, in self-defense or property protection. 
Laws are in place to restrict casual killing, killing 
for commercial purposes, wasting of game and 
mistreating wildlife.

■ Because wildlife and fish freely migrate across 
boundaries between states, provinces and countries, 
they are considered an international resource.

■ The best science available will be used as a basis for 
informed decision-making on wildlife management.

Proper ecological stewardship and natural 
resource management through hunting, trapping 
and strategic depredation efforts are critical 
components of maintaining ecological balance. 

Hunters and anglers provide the vast majority of funding for natural resource 
conservation efforts through license fees and federal excise taxes paid.

The traditional science-based and experience-proven North American Model 
(NAM) of Wildlife Conservation approach to natural resource management has 
been used to successfully maintain balanced population levels of diverse wildlife 
species for many decades. Consistent with NAM, hunters and anglers obey 
conservation regulations, adopt safe practices and adhere to a code of ethics.

Animal rights extremist groups that oppose hunting (see humanewatch.org and 
huntfortruth.org) advocate abandoning the NAM in favor of an unbalanced and 
unscientific approach to species management that would deliberately make hunting 
unsustainable. These groups promote a model that would encourage predator species 
populations to explode. These unchecked predator populations would decimate 
game species and endanger suburban neighborhoods. 

Through education, mentorship and example, CRPA supports and promotes the 
NAM. CRPA opposes the ongoing duplicitous efforts of animal rights extremist 
groups and fights the unscientific and unbalanced approach they advocate at the 
Capital, the California Fish and Game Commission and in the courtrooms!

CORE PRINCIPLES OF
THE NORTH AMERICAN MODEL 
OF WILDLIFE CONSERVATION

H U N T E R S  A R E  T H E  T RU E  C O N S E RVAT I O N I S T S !

based on ease of access and a lack of 
other shooters or land users.

WHAT’S IN YOUR WALLET?
Not the least surprising, cost – 

rather than time or other obligations 
– was reported by all recreational 
shooters as a top factor affecting 
their enjoyment of the sport. Almost 
half, 43 percent, of recreational 
shooters noted that access con-
straints were a topmost concern. 
Both hunters and recreational shoot-
ers rely heavily on friends, family and 
word-of-mouth to source informa-
tion on where to enjoy their recre-

ational shooting activity of choice.
About a third of hunters and a 

quarter of recreational shooters 
used their state wildlife agency’s 
website or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s (USFWS) website for helpful 
resources on land access. Awareness 
of these resources can increase both 
access and utilization of land for 
hunters and shooters alike. Hunters 
and recreational shooters who learn 
of access to land where they can 
enjoy the outdoors will lead to more 
people adopting stewardship of the 
land. Increasing awareness of where 
outdoorsmen and women can go 

not only creates more participation 
but also fuels both the economy of 
conservation through licensing and 
Pittman-Robertson funds and the 
tertiary dollars spent to enhance the 
outdoor experience.

Increasing awareness of resources 
is a top recommendation regard-
ing both hunter and sport shooter 
feedback. That is why NSSF’s Lets 
Go Hunting and Lets Go Shooting 
campaigns are both great resources 
for all who are interested in Amer-
ica’s greatest pastime to find more 
information about opportunities and 
greater access to get outdoors.  CRPA 

CRPA Heard You and Responded to the Needs of our Range Coalition Members!

We understand the demands of time and travel for many ranges that would put a strain on 
attending a state-wide conference, especially coming off the last two tough years. CRPA 

wants as many people as possible to participate in RangeCon22 which is why 
WE ARE BRINGING IT TO YOUR AREA!

We are happy to announce the 
California Rifle and Pistol Association’s 

NEW RangeCon22 coming near you!

WED AUG 31st

ALL THIS FOR JUST $45

TUES AUG 16th

THUR SEPT 15th TUES SEPT 20th

Bakersfield, California 

5 Dogs Range 
Corona, California

Mike Raahauge Shooting Enterprises 

SLO Sportsmen’s Association
San Luis Obispo, California Davis, California

Yolo Sportsmen’s Association 

1 Day Conference or Training
Choose Your Location – Choose Conference or Training

• Inform you of the newest environmental & recycling issues.

• Educating you on legislative, regulatory, and other vital legal issues.

• Introduce you to competition hosting opportunities.

• Helping you build grassroots support that both grow and protect your business.

• Networking emerging technologies that will improve all aspects of your range.

• Focusing on marketing and insurance.

• Opportunities for new range development and existing range expansion.

• New training opportunities designed for California ranges.

The purpose is to:

SIGN UP HERE

Space is limited and filling fast.

CRPA is bringing the first range conference to the state in decades.

RSO Class: $125
CRSO Class: $225

Great content for range operators and board members,
training opportunities for range staff, great value, less time and travel!

Go to https://crpa.org/crpa-rangecon-2022/ and sign up under events
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HUNTING & CONSERVATIONTRUE ORGANIC RECIPES TRUE ORGANIC RECIPES

CITRUS 
MARINATED 
VENISON
WITH RED WINE ONION JAM, 
GARLIC MASHED POTATOES, 
AND CRISPY PROSCIUTTO

INGREDIENTS 
(SERVES 4)

MARINADE
4 oz. Red Wine
2 cloves Crushed Garlic
1 Shallot, finely sliced
3 sprigs Thyme
1 Orange, juiced & zest

VENISON
1 ½ lb. Venison Back Straps

BONE BROTH REDUCTION
16 oz. Beef Bone Broth
1 Celery Stick
1 Shallot, sliced
1 Carrot, sliced
2 sprigs Thyme

BY DAVID WITHERS
INTRODUCTION BY
RICK TRAVIS

RED WINE ONION JAM
½ lb. Red Onions, sliced
3 oz. Red Wine
½ tbsp Red Wine Vinegar
1 tbsp Brown Sugar

GARLIC MASHED POTATOES 
AND CRISPY PROSCIUTTO
1 lb. Russet Potatoes, peeled & 
quartered
2 cloves Garlic, peeled
4 tbsp Butter
4 oz. Half-and-half
4 slices Prosciutto

BRUSSELS SPROUTS LEAVES 
AND CARROTS
1 Shallot, finely sliced 
1 lb. Brussels Sprouts Leaves
2 oz. Chicken Broth
12  Baby carrots, peeled & blanched 
for 2 minutes
1 Rosemary stalk 

Many opportunities 
exist to showcase 
your combination 

of hunting, entertaining and 
cooking skills with various 
people in your life. The real 
issue is many of us are not as skilled 
in the entertaining or cooking areas. 
Some of us simply just don’t have the 
time to put it all together. This can 
lead to frustration, and worse yet, 
the loss of sharing our bounty.

Such an occasion occurred recently 
with a group of associates I meet 
with every few weeks for a lunch. 
We settled into a pleasant routine 
of salads prepared by one of the 
associate’s chef. I am not a big fan 
of salads, but these salads hit all the 
right marks. This led to me arriving 
10-15 minutes early to strike up a 
conversation about his vast pro-
fessional experience from sourcing 
various vegetables and spices to my 
favorite subject of game meat.

Chef David is from the other side 
of the pond, as the Brits are fond of 
calling the Atlantic Ocean. He was 
sharing some of his experiences 
preparing wild game and we delved 

deeper into the wood fire methods. 
(Cool tip: He related how he uses 
paper towels to wipe up bacon 
grease and then puts them in a zip 
lock bag. He uses them to light his 
wood fires, keeping the process as 
natural as possible.) One of the other 
associates entered the conversation 
discussing his take of a deer in Geor-
gia. This led to the donation of the 
venison in the recipe that follows.

My point is a simple discussion on 
wood fire methods led a chef and six 
people from different walks of life to 
the experience we now share with 
you. Start discussing game meat, 
cooking methods and you might be 
surprised about what happens next.
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ALL NEW CRPA members of every level receive these benefits: 
■ Subscription to CRPA’s California Firing Line magazine 
■ CRPA membership card with Know Your Rights notice
■ CRPA decal or sticker
■ Legislative & litigation updates and information bulletins
■ Exclusive access to timely and informative webinars, podcasts and 
other resources

Upgraded members receive additional benefits as listed below.  
To sign up for membership, please visit crpa.org.

■ 1-Year General Membership: $55 / Year

■ 5-Year General Membership: $225 ($5 savings a year on annual 
membership)

■ 2A Sustaining Membership: $17.91 / month

CRPA LIFE MEMBERSHIPS*
■ Life Member Hat
■ Life Member Velcro Patch
■ CRPA Life Member Decal or Sticker
■ Pocket Constitution
■ CRPA Challenge Coin
■ A copy of the current year edition of California Gun Laws: A Guide to State 
and Federal Firearm Regulations by CRPA’s President and General Counsel 
Chuck Michel 
*Active military and veterans get a 10% discount on all Annual, 5-Year,  
& Life Memberships. Use Code USVET at checkout.

■ Life Member: $1000

■ Senior Life Member (65 and older): $550

ENHANCED LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
CRPA’s Enhanced Life Members are 2A supporters, hunters and 
shooters committed to the CRPA’s mission and success. In addition to 
ALL the above-listed member benefits, CRPA Enhanced Life Members 
also receive:

■ Defender Life Member: $1000 upgrade for CRPA Life Members
■ CRPA Defender Life Member Hat
■ CRPA Defender Life Member Lapel Pin
■ CRPA Custom-Engraved Defender Life Member Buck Knife
■ Annually updated copy of California Gun Laws: A Guide to State and 
Federal Firearm Regulations by CRPA’s President and General Counsel 
Chuck Michel
■ Defender Life Member Certificate
■ Invitations to Exclusive VIP Events, Briefings and Tours
■ Personal Recognition from CRPA President

■ Activist Life Member (Silver/Patron): $1500 upgrade for CRPA 
Defender Life Members
■ Activist Life Member Embroidered Patch
■ Activist Life Member Outerwear / Jacket
■ Activist Life Member Hat
■ Activist Life Member Lapel Pin
■ CRPA Custom Engraved Life Membership Buck Knife
■ Annually updated copy of California Gun Laws: A Guide to State and Federal 
Firearm Regulations by CRPA’s President and General Counsel Chuck Michel
■ Activist Life Member Certificate
■ Invitations to Exclusive VIP Events, Briefings and Tours
■ Personal Recognition from CRPA President

■ Patriot Life Member (Gold/Benefactor): $1500 upgrade for CRPA 
Activist Life Members
■ Custom Engraved Pistol (For First 50 Members)  
■ CRPA Patriot Life Member Hat
■ CRPA Patriot Life Member Lapel Pin
■ CRPA Custom Engraved Life Member Buck Knife
■ Annually updated copy of California Gun Laws: A Guide to State and Federal 
Firearm Regulations by CRPA’s President and General Counsel Chuck Michel
■ CRPA Patriot Life Member Challenge Coin
■ Special Patriot Life Member Recognition Wall Plaque
■ Patriot Life Member Certificate
■ Invitations to Exclusive VIP Events, Briefings and Tours
■ Personal Recognition from CRPA President
■ Custom logo jacket

CRPA MEMBERSHIP 
APPLICATION

Name

DOB

Street Address

City, County, State, Zip Code

Phone

Email Address

Membership Options Price

  1-Year Member $55

  5-Year Member $225

  2A Sustaining Member $17.91/month

  Life Member $1000

*Veterans take 10% off Annual, 5-year, Life

  Senior Life Member $550

  Defender Life Member $1000 + Life

  Activist Life Member $1500 + Defender

  Patriot Life Member $1500 + Activist

Check next to membership of choice

Auto-Renewal Total Due $

*25% of CRPA membership dues are used for lobbying and political activities. 

Check #

Card #

Exp Date MM/YY

Email Address

California Rifle & Pistol Association
271 E. Imperial Highway, Suite #620, Fullerton, CA 92835
Phone: (800)-305-2772    I   Email: membership@crpa.org

VENISON & MARINADE
In a bowl, mix marinade ingredients. 

Add venison. Cover and refrigerate for 
4 hours. Preheat oven to 375°. Re-
move venison from marinade, pat dry 
with paper towel. Place on a plate and 
season with salt and pepper. In a sauté 
pan, add a little olive oil. When pan is 
smoking hot, seer venison on all sides. 
If pan is oven safe, place in the oven for 
approximately 10 minutes or until inter-
nal temperature reaches 125°. Remove 
and let rest for 5 minutes. 

BONE BROTH REDUCTION
In a pot, add bone broth and vegeta-

bles. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat and 
reduce to approximately 4 oz. Strain 
through a fine strainer and set aside.

RED WINE ONION JAM
In a pan, add a little olive oil and 

place on medium heat. When hot, 
add onions, salt and pepper and cook 
for approximately 2 minutes. Add the 
remaining ingredients and cook until it 
reaches a jam-like consistency. This can 
be done days before. 

GARLIC MASHED POTATOES
In a pot, add potatoes and garlic. 

Cover with water. Sprinkle with salt. 
Bring to a boil. Cook until potatoes are 
soft. Drain potatoes. In the same pot, 
add butter and half-and-half and bring 
to a boil. Meanwhile, in a bowl, put the 
potatoes and garlic through a ricer or 
potato masher then slowly add butter 
mixture until desired consistency. This 
can be kept warm by placing the bowl 
over a pot with hot water in it. 

CRISPY PROSCIUTTO
Preheat oven to 375°. Place prosciut-

to on a baking sheet lined with parch-
ment paper. Cook for 8 minutes or until 
crispy. This can be done 1 hour before.

BRUSSELS SPROUTS LEAVES AND 
CARROTS

In a sauté pan, add a little olive oil. 
Add shallots and cook on a medium 
heat for 1 minute. Add brussels sprouts, 
mix well. Add broth, salt and pepper. 
Cook until tender. In another pan, add 
a little olive oil. Sautee carrots and rose-
mary until golden. 

ASSEMBLY 
Slice venison into four portions. Spoon 

onion jam, mashed potatoes, brussels 
sprouts, and carrots onto the plate. 
Garnish with crispy prosciutto and drizzle 
with bone broth reduction.  CRPA 

METHOD

David Withers was born in the United Kingdom and moved to the US in 2008. He has worked professionally in the catering industry for 
over 27 years. He has worked as a private chef for the past 18 years and his clients have included celebrities and high profile individuals. 
David is passionate about producing high-quality seasonal delicacies. He currently resides with his two sons and wife in Southern 
California. In his spare time you can find David deep-sea fishing, growing organic vegetables and watching his boys play soccer. 



82   CALIFORNIA FIRING LINE   ISSUE 1060,  JUL/AUG 2022 OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE CALIFORNIA RIFLE & PISTOL ASSOCIATION   83

CRPA BOOK CLUB CRPA BOOK CLUB

BY C.D. MICHEL  
& MATTHEW D. CUBEIRO

California Gun Laws: A Guide to State 
and Federal Firearm Regulations is said 
to be the bible and definitive source 
for information on the subject. This tre-
mendous resource is jam-packed with 
thousands of hours of legal research, 
all of which has been transcribed into a 
format that is easy to read and compre-
hend. Chock-full of legal and practical 
insights drawn from decades of expe-
rience, this book is a must-have for any 
California gun owner.

The 2021 8th Edition will answer all of 
your questions regarding current state 
and federal firearm laws, including who 
can legally possess a firearm, where and 
when you can possess it, how to acquire 
a firearm in California, which firearms 
are prohibited and how to lawfully carry 
a firearm in public.

The 8th Edition also covers new and 
important legislative and regulatory 
changes to state and federal firearm 
laws following the release of the 7th 
Edition. Such changes include Senate 
Bill No. 118, which classifies certain fire-
arms not otherwise meeting the legal 
definition of a rifle, pistol or shotgun as 
“assault weapons,” and DOJ’s “emer-

gency” Dealer Record of Sale (DROS) 
fee regulations establishing a $31.19 
fee for all firearm transactions in Califor-
nia. Other bills signed by the governor 
are addressed, including:

 ■ Assembly Bill No. 2847, which 
modifies California’s microstamping re-
quirements for handguns to be listed on 
California’s roster of handguns certified 
for sale in the state and adds a provision 
deleting handguns from the existing 
roster as newer handguns equipped 
with microstamping are added.

■  Assembly Bill No. 2699, which 
adds several state law enforcement 
agencies to the list of those exempt 
from California’s roster requirement, 
while also placing additional require-
ments on certain officers who acquire 
handguns pursuant to these exceptions.

 ■  Assembly Bill No. 2362, which 
imposes civil penalties in addition to ex-
isting criminal penalties on California-li-
censed firearm dealers who breach any 
prohibition or requirement, subjecting 
their license to forfeiture.

And more!  Now available at  
CRPA.org/store.   CRPA 

CALIFORNIA GUN LAWS
A GUIDE TO 
STATE AND 
FEDERAL FIREARM 
REGULATIONS

#DUPED: How 
the Anti-gun 
Lobby Exploits 
the Parkland 
School 
Shooting–and 
How Gun 
Owners Can Fight Back
BY MARK W. SMITH

Mark W. Smith reveals how 
young people like the Parkland 
students are exploited for 
political gain to short-circuit any 
legitimate debate depriving 
law-abiding Americans of their 
right to bear arms.

THE GUN BOOK SERIES
BY SILVIO CALABI, STEVE 
HELSLEY& ROGER SANGER

Three experts tackle the social 
misconceptions surrounding 
firearms in a non-political series 
of easy-to-read books that 
explores the realities of firearms. 
The first book, The Gun Book for 
Boys, is geared toward boys aged 
12-16, followed by The Gun Book 
for Parents and The Gun Book for 
Girls (all ages). The series guides 
those who are interested in guns 
and shooting, but who have little 
to no firearms training.

SHOOT TO 
WIN
BY CHRIS CHENG

Chris Cheng is 
a self-taught 
amateur 
who beat 17 
competitors in HISTORY’s 
“Top Shot: Season 4.” 
Cheng’s book Shoot 
to Win focuses on the 
fundamentals of pistol, rifle 
and shotgun shooting. 

GUNS AND 
CONTROL: A 
Nonpartisan 
Guide To 
Understanding 
Mass Public 
Shootings, 
Gun Accidents, Crime, 
Public Carry, Suicides, 
Defensive Use, and More
BY GUY SMITH

20 years of gun policy 
research distilled for the 2020 
election cycle. This is a guide 
for your undecided friends, 
family and a solid briefing 
book for Second Amendment 
supporters.

AMERICA, 
GUNS, AND 
FREEDOM
BY MIGUEL A. 
FARIA, JR., M.D.

America, Guns, and 
Freedom outlines 
why the Second Amendment 
and armed self-defense are 
still needed in modern society, 
while debunking arguments 
that the U.S. should follow 
the path of European social 
democracies by enforcing 
draconian gun control.

FIRST THEY 
CAME FOR 
THE GUN 
OWNERS: The 
Campaign to 
Disarm You 
and Take 
Your Freedoms
BY MARK W. SMITH

Bestselling author 
and attorney Mark W. 
Smith exposes the all-
encompassing nature of the 
anti-gun lobby’s attack on the 
right to keep and bear arms 
that empowers government 
to control other important 
aspects of our lives.

GUN 
CONTROL IN 
THE THIRD 
REICH:  
Disarming 
The Jews and 
“Enemies of 
the State” 
BY STEPHEN P. HALBROOK

Gun Control in the Third 
Reich presents the definitive 
history of how the Nazi 
regime used gun control 
to disarm and repress its 
enemies and consolidate 
power. “Outstanding book!”—
America’s 1st Freedom.

Gun Truths has compiled research 
and empirical evidence from multiple 
credible and high-quality indepen-
dent sources to show how gun bans 
and gun control laws fail to reduce 
violent crime or make us any safer. 
We have assembled peer-reviewed 
studies, research, and information 
from government databases acquired 
through the hard work of individuals 
who simply seek the truth. These re-
searchers have assessed the data and 
presented the most salient findings to 
let readers form their own objective 
opinion about gun control. The mat-
ter-of-fact presentation of facts and 
data in this book, free of manipulative 

gimmicks or emotional pleas, seeks 
to cut through the misconceptions 
created by the gun-control lobby.

Gun Truths debunks common 
myths about firearms, self-defense, 
and gun ownership. It serves as a 
reference guide for journalists, politi-
cians, law enforcement, and anyone 
interested in learning about the topics 
inflaming the debate on gun control. 
We believe that this debate will be-
come more open, honest, and efficient 
if both sides are more informed. Gun 
Truths is divided into chapters based 
on gun control topics and categories. 
Each chapter lists common myths 
surrounding firearms and the individ-

uals who possess them. Each myth is 
followed by several facts and sources 
that show the objective truth based 
on unbiased, well-researched data. 
This should make it relatively easy to 
find the information you need to form 
an educated opinion about firearm 
policy. So, when you hear a politician, 
celebrity, or pundit repeat a sound 
bite about gun control, you can quickly 
find that myth in this book and decide 
the truth for yourself.  CRPA 

GUN 
TRUTHS: 
HOW GUN LAWS FAIL
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