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Greetings CRPA 
family. As I write 
this article, we are 

entering the third week of 
the 2022 legislative session. 
New bills, good and bad, are 
dropping in each day with 
rumors of more to come. 
For this article, I am going to 
stick with the facts of what we 

know and avoid speculation. 
Understand the deadline 
for the introduction of new 
legislation, February 18th, 
is still more than two weeks 
away.

I’m going to open with 
some good news on the 
offensive game front. Assem-
blyman Vince Fong, truly one 
of California’s finest pro-Sec-

ond Amendment representatives, 
is taking on California’s ridiculous 
microstamping requirement. Assem-
blyman Fong introduced Assembly 
Bill 1688 to strengthen Californians’ 
Second Amendment rights by re-
moving arbitrary and inconsistent 
requirements that limit access to 
safe handguns. 

Current law requires all new 
semi-automatic handguns be de-
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“Americans have the right 
and advantage of being 

armed - unlike the citizens 
of other countries whose 

governments are afraid to 
trust the people with arms.”

James Madison

signed and equipped with a mi-
croscopic array of characters that 
identify the make, model, and serial 
number of the pistol imprinted on 
the interior and internal working 
parts of the handgun, and that this 
information is to be imprinted on 
each cartridge case when the hand-
gun is fired.

This requirement has been found 
to be both unreliable and cost pro-
hibitive. Therefore, no new models of 
semi-automatic handgun have been 
able to be legally sold in California 
since 2013. Easily manipulated and 
unsafe, this mandate opens the door 
to illicit handgun sales. Also, recall AB 
2847, signed into law by Governor 
Newsom in 2020 and going in effect 

in July 2022, requires for every new 
firearm added to the California hand-
gun roster, three must be removed. 
This arbitrary and irrational limit on 
what otherwise lawful and safe prod-
ucts can, and cannot, be sold is not 
consistent with the Second Amend-
ment. To impose unreasonable 
restraints on the sale and access to 
safe firearms is certainly an infringe-
ment. Modern ‘safe’ firearms avail-
able in other states, which would 
otherwise pass California’s handgun 
requirements, are NOT available to 
our residents. AB 1688 would undo 
these requirements and would allow 
law abiding gun owners to access 
the latest, safest, and most reliable 
firearm models.

Another great effort we are getting 
behind in 2022 is Assembly Bill 1753, 
authored by one of the biggest sup-
porters of hunting and of the Second 
Amendment, Assembly member 
James Gallagher.

AB 1753 protects and reinstates 
those penalties as outlined in the 
Fish & Game Code and gives the judi-
cial system the authority and options 
they need to appropriately penalize 
the most egregious poachers who 
take our precious wildlife resources 
from us all. This legislation is neces-
sary to reverse the damage done by 
the liberal legislatures efforts to roll 
back penalties. AB 1950, signed into 
law in the 2020 session reduced fines 
and mandated probations terms 
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could not exceed one year. We are 
not talking about folks who make a 
mistake, catch one too many trout or 
shoot a few minutes before or after 
the legal shoot time. We are talking 
about the worst of the worst. Serial 
poachers and those who commer-
cialize our precious resources for 
their own financial gain. Individuals 
who put much time and effort into 
stealing our wildlife resources. Every 
citizen of our state is a victim of 
this crime! Games wardens spend 
countless hours, even years, to 
put together a case against these 
poachers. California Game Wardens 
are stretched thin in part due to 
increased population, expanding 
roles and responsibilities, as well as 
continuing involvement in high-pro-
file, controversial issues associated 
with defending California’s valuable 
natural resources and public safety. 

More good news, AB 1223 As-
sembly Member Levine’s attempt 
to increases taxes by 10 percent 
on firearm and ammunition sales 
finally died on the Assembly floor 
last week! If you recall, we killed this 
bill last spring on the Assembly floor 
only to have the member seek and 
obtain an emergency exemption to 
allow the bill to live on into the 2022 
session! So, BIG thank you to all of 
you who responded to our alerts by 
reaching out to your representatives 
and demanding their no vote on this 
bad legislation.

On to the ugly! I am sure you all 
remember Governor Newsom’s 
threats to mimic actions taken in 
Texas, which fly in the face of fed-
eral law and us this tactic to further 
restrict Californian’s Second Amend-
ment rights. No surprise, a couple of 
his flunkies introduces a spot bill, AB 
1594, to go after firearm manufac-
tures. At this time the details of this 
bill have not been worked out, or at 
least made public, but it intends to, 

“specify that a gun industry member 
has created or maintained a public 
nuisance, as defined, if their failure 
to follow federal, state, or local law 
caused injury or death or if the gun 
industry member engaged in unfair 
business practices.” This essentially 
opens firearm manufactures to frivo-
lous lawsuits in California.

But wait there’s more… Just intro-
duced today SB 915 Senator Min’s 
do over of SB 264, a bill to ban all 
firearm sales on state property. A bill 
based on lies and false testimony! A 
bill we defeated in the 2021 session! 

Contact your senator today and 
make it clear to them you do NOT 
support legislation based on lies!

As always please refer to our web-
site for the most recent update on 
bills I have discussed here, and bills 
introduced after our press deadline. 
Thank you for being part of our CRPA 
family and taking the time to read 
this article. Certainly, based on every-
thing you have read above you can 
see we need your help more now 
than ever! Together we can make a 
difference!   CRPA 
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