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C A P I T O L
R E P O R T

by Roy Griffith, CRPA Legislative Advocate

As I write this article, we are entering a new year at the 
Capitol. As we all know, our Capitol is in turmoil with the 
‘Me Too’ movement which hopefully keeps our legisla-

tors occupied and keeps their hands off our Second Amendment 
rights for one session.  Additionally, this year, much of our beauti-
ful state was devastated with fires and floods. Many of the mem-
bers are occupied, and rightfully so, with district recovery efforts. 
Though this sounds good on the surface, it has hampered our abil-
ities to find authors for proactive legislation we have planned.  We 
are working closely with the NRA and Gun Owners of California to 
sponsor some meaningful legislation. I wish I could say more, but 
we are still a week out from confirmation. By the time this article 
is in print, there will be far more accurate information available via 
our website. 

If you follow our alerts, you are aware that as it stands now, the 
only new bill we are in opposition to is SB459.  This is Senator Por-
tantino’s attempt to require the Department of Justice to inspect 
FFLs every three years. This is a huge burden on our FFLs, ef-
fectively shutting them down their business for the duration of the 
inspection. Not to mention an additional expense to taxpayers and 
distraction for DOJ, who already cannot keep up with CCW appli-
cations, the list of prohibited persons, or getting newly required 

ammunition vendor licenses out on time.  Again, this is an example 
of a state legislature thinking they know what’s better for Califor-
nians than the professionals assigned with the responsibility.

I had the honor of working our outreach booth at the Interna-
tional Sportsmen Expo with Kathy and Galvin Graham and our in-
credible staff of volunteers. It is too refreshing to reach out to thou-
sands of like-minded Californians. It really felt good to have the 
opportunity to share CPRA’s mission with old friends!  Kathy and 
our team signed up over 120 new CRPA members at the event.  
For those of you reading my article for the first time, welcome to 
the family. Alternatively, I did meet several folks who said they are 
‘done with California and moving to Dog Bone Arkansas.’ Friends, 
if my time at the Capitol has taught me anything, it has confirmed 
that we must draw the line in the sand here! California is the front 
line of the fight for the Second Amendment; whatever sticks to 
the wall here is re-packaged and run in other states.  You cannot 
outrun it. I for one am staying here to fight!

As we go into the new year, let us unite in the fight and share 
what we believe in with anyone who will listen. Remember, if each 
of us can influence one voter we can turn the tide. I wish you all the 
best 2018 offers. Thank you for all you do and for your continued 
support.

 

Roy joins CRPA after 32 years in law enforcement. He started at a small town police department in 
Northern California and went on to spend 26 years at the California Department of Fish & Game. 
More than six of those years he spent in special operations. Roy’s final 12 years with the department 
were spent on Hunter Education -  one of his biggest passions. Outside of work, Roy enjoys hunting, 
fishing, backpacking, and spending time with his wonderful wife, kids and grandkids. Roy is excited 
about his role at CRPA and the opportunity to help fight to protect our Second Amendment and 
hunting rights in California.

Roy Griffith
CRPA Legislative Advocate

4 | www.crpa.org



ACTION REPORTS

BILL SUPPORT STATUS

SB 710 (Anderson, R) Firearms: 
silencers

This bill aims to end the ban on suppressors in California. By doing so, this bill would 
make it legal to possess a suppressor so long as the proper federal regulations are 
followed. Additionally, SB 710 would allow anyone who is legally allowed to possess 
a suppressor to use it to hunt. 

1/9/18 Failed to pass 
Senate Public Safety 
Committee. Bill is dead.

AB 1394 (Allen, R) Firearms: icenses 
to carry concealed firearms 

This bill would remove the good cause requirement for the issuance of a CCW in 
California. If passed, this would make California a “shall issue” state. This would 
enable thousands of Californians who are currently prevented from carrying by 
unconstitutional “good cause” requirements to exercise their constitutional right to 
self-protection.

1/9/18 Failed to pass 
Assembly Public Safety 
Committee. Bill is dead. 

AB 986
(Gallagher, R) Hunting and 
Sport Fishing Licenses: 
Sport Fishing License 
Duration

This bill proposes a reduction in license fees for veterans. It would require a resident 
or nonresident, 16 years of age or older, upon payment of the fee, to be issued a 
sport fishing license for the period of 12 consecutive months beginning on the date 
of issuance. 

1/18/18 Passed As-
sembly Appropriations 
Committee. Up for vote 
on the Assembly floor. 

AB 1931 (Fong, R) Firearms: licenses 
to carry concealed firearms

AB 1931 would authorize the sheriff of a county, or a chief or other head of a police 
department, to issue a CCW for a period of up to 5 years. 

1/24/18 Read first time. 
May be heard in commit-
tee on 2/24/18.

AB 1932 (Fong, R) Firearms: licenses 
to carry concealed firearms

This bill will require DOJ to furnish a background check report to a concealed carry 
permit licensing authority within 60 days of receiving the fingerprints and fees. If 
passed, this bill will speed up the process of issuing CCWs to law abiding Califor-
nians.

2/24/18 may be heard in 
committee. 

AB 1958 (Quirk-Silva, D) Firearms: 
silencers

AB 1958 will allow companies that produce suppressors in California to sell them 
out of state so long as the sale or transfer is in line with federal law. This bill will help 
California’s jobs and supports the right to manufacture firearms components. 

2/8/18 Referred to 
Assembly Committee on 
Public Safety.

AB 2151 (Gray, D) Hunting: appren-
tice tags

AB 2151 aims to make hunting opportunities affordable to all California children. By 
creating $20 apprentice tags for big game animals such as elk, pronghorns, bighorn 
sheep, and bears, AB 2151 will ensure that we can train a robust new generation of 
hunter conservationists.

3/15/18 to be heard in 
committee.

BILL OPPOSE STATUS

SB 459 (Portantino, D) Firearms: 
dealer inspections

SB 459 would require DOJ to conduct inspections of firearm dealers at least every 3 
years. This will only create more work for an already overburdened DOJ, and create 
unnecessary red tape for California FFLs.

1/18/18 Passed Senate 
Appropriations Commit-
tee. Up for vote on the 
Senate floor. 

AB 2103 (Gloria, D) Firearms: license 
to carry concealed firearms

AB 2103 aims to create mandatory firearms training and handling to receive a CCW. 
This bill is completely unnecessary since issuing authorities already require basic 
range qualification and safety classes to be issued a CCW. 

3/11/18 may be heard in 
committee.

5CRPA FIRING LINE | 



Report
by C.D. Michel, CRPA President & General Counsel
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NRA and CRPA Attorneys Seek Injunctions Against
California’s “Assault Weapon” Restrictions

In 2016, a number of anti-gun restrictions aptly dubbed “Gunmageddon” were thrust upon California gun owners, in-
cluding bans on the mere possession of magazines capable of holding more than 10 rounds and certain firearms 
previously required to be equipped with “bullet-buttons.” Before the magazine restriction could take effect, NRA and 

CRPA attorneys sought and obtained an important injunction preventing the state from enforcing the restriction. Following 
that monumental victory, NRA and CRPA attorneys now seek injunctions in two other lawsuits which challenge California’s 
“assault weapon” restriction.

Rupp v. Becerra - Constitutional 
Challenge to California’s 

“Assault Weapon” Restrictions

The first lawsuit, titiled Rupp v. Bec-
erra, was filed in response to Senate 
Bill 880 and AB 1135. Both bills revised 
California’s definition of an “assault 
weapon” to include firearms previous-
ly required to be equipped with “bul-
let-buttons.” In addition to these new 
restrictions, Rupp challenges all of 
California’s “assault weapon” restric-
tions (some of which date back as far 
as 1990) as a violation of the Second 
Amendment, Due Process clause, and 
Takings clause of the United States 
Constitution.

Provisions of SB 880 and AB 1135 
also require individuals in possession 
of firearms now classified as “assault 
weapons” to register them with the 
Department of Justice (“DOJ”). But in 
order to do so, required gun owners to 
keep records of their firearm purchas-
es. Many lack this required information, 
and as a result will be unable to provide 
it when submitting their registration pa-
perwork.

In response, NRA and CRPA attor-
neys filed a motion for injunction, argu-
ing that affected individuals will suffer 

irreparable harm if the requirement is 
not enjoined prior to the June 30, 2018, 
registration deadline. Oral arguments 
on the motion were heard on Decem-
ber 22, 2017.

Villanueva v. Becerra - 
Challenge to DOJ’s Illegal

“Assault Weapon” Regulations

SB 880 and AB 1135 also required 
DOJ to adopt regulations regarding 
the registration of lawfully owned fire-
arms. Unsurprisingly, DOJ decided 
to implement additional burdensome 
and unnecessary regulations. In re-
sponse, NRA and CRPA attorneys 
filed a second lawsuit, titled Villanue-
va v. Becerra, challenging DOJ’s reg-
ulations as a vioation of California’s 
Administrative Procedure Act (“APA”).

The APA generally requires any state 
agency seeking to adopt regulations to 
notify the public of the proposal, and 
to provide an opportunity for the public 
comment. SB 880 and AB 1135 exempt-
ed DOJ’s regulations from these re-
quirements - but only to the extent they 
are entirely unrelated to registration of 
newly classified “assualt weapons.” Un-
surprisingly, many of DOJ’s regulations 
are entirely unrelated to registration, 

and in some cases entirely unrelated to 
newly-classified “assault weapons.” As 
a result, they should have been subject 
to the typical APA rulemaking require-
ments, including the mandatory public 
comment period.

But they were not, despite repeated 
warnings from NRA and CRPA attor-
neys that they should have.

With the June 30, 2018, deadline to 
register newly classified “assault weap-
ons” fast approaching, NRA and CRPA 
attorneys are seeking an injunction to 
suspend enforcement of the challenged 
regulations while the lawsuit is pend-
ing. A hearing on the motion has been 
scheduled for March 1, 2018.

State Up-To-Date On NRA and CRPA 
Litigation Efforts 

  
 To keep informed on the Rupp and 

Villanueva lawsuits, as well other im-
portant Second Amendment lawsuits 
here in California, make sure you are 
subscribed to NRA and CRPA email 
alerts. And be sure to visit the NRA-
ILA’s California website at www.stan-
dandfightcalifornia.com and the CRPA’s 
website at www.crpa.org. 

| www.crpa.org
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NRA/CRPA California and 9th Circuit Litigation Matters
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Issue Case Name Case Status What’s Next

Challenge to 
California’s 
“assault weapon” 
restrictions

Rupp v. Becerra

The case was filed on April 24, 2017, in response to Sen-
ate Bill 880 and Assembly Bill 1135. It challenges California’s 
entire “assault weapon” ban as violating the Second Amend-
ment and Due Process and Takings clauses of the U.S. 
Constitution. Plaintiffs filed a preliminary injunction motion 
to prevent the State from requiring individuals to provide the 
date they acquired their firearms and the name and address 
of the person from whom they acquired them, as a condition 
of registration. 

A decision on Plaintiff’s motion for preliminary 
injunction is currently pending. Plaintiffs will soon 
be conducting discovery and will either file a 
motion for summary judgment or proceed to trial. 

Challenge to 
California’s ban on 
standard capacity 
magazines

Duncan v. Becerra

The case was filed on May 17, 2017, in response to Sen-
ate Bill 1446 and Proposition 63. It challenges California’s 
current restrictions on magazine capacity. On June 29, the 
court granted CRPA’s motion for a preliminary injunction and 
stayed enforcement of the magazine possession ban while 
the case is litigated, which was set to take effect on July 1.

On July 27, the California Attorney General 
appealed the court’s decision to issue an 
injunction to the Ninth Circuit. Appellate briefing is 
underway. Meanwhile, the case is progressing on 
the merits in the district court. 

Challenge to 
DOJ’s recently 
enacted “assault 
weapon” registra-
tion regulations

Villanueva v. Becerra

The case was filed on September 8, 2017, in response to Cal-
ifornia DOJ adopting regulations concerning newly classified 
“assault weapons” under SB 880 and AB 1135. It challenges 
the regulations as violating California’s Administrative Pro-
cedures Act because they were enacted without appropriate 
legislative authority and without any input from members of 
the public. 

Plaintiffs filed a motion seeking a preliminary 
injunction to prevent the illegal regulations from 
being enforced while the lawsuit is pending. The 
State has filed a motion to dismiss the case, 
which plaintiffs are also opposing.

Challenge to CA 
and Los Angeles 
Firearm Carry 
Restrictions that 
Prohibit Both 
Open and
Concealed Carry

Flanagan v. Becerra

(Formerly Flanagan v. 
Harris)

The case was filed on August 17, 2016, as a direct response 
to Peruta. It seeks to force the court to decide whether 
it is willing to uphold a complete prohibition on the right of 
law-abiding citizens to carry a firearm for self-defense. The 
parties filed cross-motions for summary judgment, which 
were argued on November 6, 2017. The court took the matter 
under submission and will be issuing a ruling any day.

Depending on the court’s ruling on the cross 
motions for summary judgment, the next step is 
either a trial or an appeal to the Ninth Circuit.

Challenge to 
California DOJ’s 
misuse of the
DROS Fee 

Bauer v. Becerra

(Formerly Bauer v. 
Harris)

In March 2015, the district court issued an opinion upholding 
California’s use of DROS fees to fund APPS and other law 
enforcement activities. On June 1, 2017, the Ninth Circuit 
affirmed the district court opinion. And on July 12, it denied 
Plaintiffs’ request for an “en banc” hearing. On November 9, 
2017, Plaintiffs’ filed a petition for review to the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

Wait to see if Supreme Court accepts review.

Challenges DOJ’s 
Use of DROS sur-
plus to fund APPS 
as an Illegal Tax

Gentry v. Becerra

(Formerly Gentry v. 
Harris)

Plaintiffs filed an amended complaint alleging that the DROS 
fee is an invalid tax. On August 9, 2017, the district court is-
sued a ruling granting Plaintiffs’ request to prohibit DOJ from 
using DROS fees to fund unrelated law enforcement efforts 
and requiring DOJ to perform its statutorily required review 
of the current $19 fee to determine whether it is “no more 
than necessary to fund” DOJ’s costs for processing DROS 
transactions.

Discovery is ongoing and a bench trial on Plain-
tiffs’ remaining claims has been set for March 16, 
2018.

Challenge to CA 
DOJ’s under-
ground regulations 
regarding the FSC 
Program

Belemjian v. Becerra

(Formerly Belemjian v. 
Harris)

This case forced DOJ to comply with the process for enacting 
regulations, which it sought to avoid when implementing the 
FSC program in February 2015. Plaintiffs appealed the lower 
court’s denial of Plaintiffs’ request for attorneys’ fees.

Briefing concerning attorney’s fees has been com-
pleted. Oral arguments are expected to be sched-
uled any day now. 

Vagueness 
challenge to (AB 
962’s “handgun 
ammunition” 
sales registration 
requirement and 
mail order ban

Parker v. California

In December 2016, because of Prop 63, the California Su-
preme Court dismissed its review of a Court of Appeal opin-
ion affirming the trial court’s order striking down AB 962. The 
Court of Appeal’s decision is now the final opinion in the case, 
and Plaintiffs are seeking their attorneys’ fees against the 
State.

Plaintiffs’ motion for appellate attorneys’ fees was 
heard on September 14, 2017. Separate litigation 
is being prepared to challenge the ammunition 
restrictions in Proposition 63.
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In addition to the previously mentioned cases, NRA and CRPA regularly provide consulting advice and prepare amicus curiae or “friend of the court” 
briefs in a number of other firearm related cases. NRA and CRPA have supported or will be supporting the following cases. 

Challenge to 
California’s 
recently enacted 
ammunition sale 
restrictions

N/A
NRA and CRPA attorneys are in the final stages of preparing 
a lawsuit challenging California’s recently enacted ammuni-
tion sales restrictions created by Proposition 63 and Senate 
Bill 1235.

Make sure you are subscribed to NRA and CRPA 
email alerts to stay informed on this and other 
important Second Amendment lawsuits.

California and 9th Circuit Amicus and Consulting Support
Issue Case Name Case Status What’s Next

FFL Zoning
Restrictions

Teixeira v. 
Alameda County

On October 10, 2017, an 11-judge “en banc” panel of the 9th 
Circuit issued an opinion which held that the Second Amend-
ment does not protect a right to sell firearms, and that as a 
result, Alameda County’s ordinance does not unconstitution-
ally burden the right to keep and bear arms. Plaintiffs filed 
a petition for review in the United States Supreme Court on 
January 8, 2018.

Wait to see if Supreme Court accepts review.

California
Handgun Roster Pena v. Lindley

The federal district court upheld the Roster in 2015. Plaintiffs 
appealed, and oral arguments were held on March 16, 2017. 
NRA and CRPA filed an amicus brief in the case on July 27, 
2015. 

Awaiting a decision from the 9th Circuit.

10-Day Wait as 
applied to current 
firearm owners

Silvester v. Harris

In December 2016, the 9th Circuit issued its decision uphold-
ing the 10-day wait as applied to current gun owners. Chief 
Judge Sydney Thomas went even further and stated that the 
restriction is “presumptively lawful” and therefore falls “outside 
the scope of the Second Amendment.” Plaintiffs have peti-
tioned the United States Supreme Court for review.

Wait to see if Supreme Court accepts review.

1st Amendment 
challenge to hand-
gun ad prohibition

Tracy Rifle and Pistol v. 
Becerra

(Formerly Tracy Rifle 
and Pistol v. Harris)

In July 2015, the district court denied a request to prohibit 
enforcement while the case proceeds. That decision was ap-
pealed, and in February 2016 the 9th Circuit upheld the lower 
court’s order within two weeks of oral arguments. Cross-mo-
tions for summary judgment have been filed in the district 
court.

Awaiting a decision from the District Court on the 
cross-motions for summary judgment.

FFL zoning
ordinance NSSF v. Pleasant Hill The case has been settled. The City has agreed to pay NSSF over $400,000 

in legal fees.

Challenges DOJ 
regulation barring 
sale of more than 
one handgun in 
30 days to COE 
holders

Doe v. Becerra

(Formerly Doe v. Harris)

The California trial court upheld DOJ’s regulation and the 
plaintiffs have appealed the decision to the California Court 
of Appeals.

The case has been fully briefed and will soon be 
scheduled for oral arguments.

Challenge to ban 
on possession 
and carriage 
of firearms on 
recreational Army 
Corps’ lands

Nesbitt v. U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineer

At the request of both parties, oral arguments have been 
cancelled, and the case has been referred to the 9th Circuit’s 
mediation program. 

The Army Corps of Engineers is reconsidering 
its firearms policy, and will work with plaintiffs to 
settle the matter outside of court. 

State Court 
challenge to 
California’s 
micro-stamping 
requirements

NSSF v. California
On December 1, the California Court of Appeals issued a rul-
ing in favor of NSSF, allowing the lawsuit to proceed in the 
lower court. But on March 22, 2017, the California Supreme 
Court agreed to rehear the case following a petition from the 
State of California. 

The case has been fully briefed and will soon be 
scheduled for oral arguments before the Califor-
nia Supreme Court.

NRA and CRPA also litigate and provide assistance in a number of critical Second Amendment cases across the country that could set precedent for 
future challenges to California gun laws. The following are some of the more recent and significant examples of these cases.

| www.crpa.org
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National Cases with California Interest
Issue Case Name Case Status What’s Next

Challenges 
Maryland’s ban on 
“assault weapons” 
and 10+ round 
magazines

Kolbe v. Hogan

On February 21, 2017, an “en banc” panel of the 4th Circuit 
issued an opinion upholding Maryland’s ban that referred to 
America’s most popular types of rifles as “exceptionally lethal 
weapons of war.” Plaintiffs have petitioned the United States 
Supreme Court for review, but that petition was denied on 
November 27, 2017.

Although the “en banc” decision is now final, oth-
er lawsuits challenging similar restrictions (such 
as Rupp) are currently pending, and will provide 
another opportunity for the Supreme Court hear 
an “assault weapon” lawsuit.

Challenges 
Washington D.C.’s 
“good reason” 
requirement for 
the issuance of a 
CCW permit

Grace v. District of 
Columbia

On July 25, the D.C. Circuit issued its decision declaring 
Washington D.C.’s “good reason” requirement for the issu-
ance of a CCW as a violation of the Second Amendment. The 
Court also issued a permanent injunction prohibiting D.C. 
from enforcing the requirement. 

On September 28, the D.C. Circuit denied Washington D.C.’s 
request for rehearing.

On October 5, 2015, Washington D.C.’s Attorney 
General decided to not petition the case to 
the United States Supreme Court. As a result, 
Washington D.C. is now effectively a “shall-issue” 
jurisdiction.

9CRPA FIRING LINE | 

 For only $29.95, grab a 
copy of the 5th Edition of 
California Gun Laws!
Call (714) 992-2772 

Civil rights attorney C.D. “Chuck” Michel is President & General 
Counsel for CRPA. He is a former prosecutor and currently runs 
the law firm Michel & Associates, P.C. in Long Beach. The firm’s 
clients include the NRA and CRPA, as well as firearm manufactur-
ers, distributors, retailers and gun owners.

C.D. Michel
CRPA President & General Counsel
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With the number of women shooters on the rise, Califor-
nia Rifle & Pistol Association (CRPA) is dedicated to 
providing programs, training, and 

resources to the women of California! Through 
our women’s programs, women have the oppor-
tunity and resources available to receive fire-
arms training by certified instructors, become 
involved in clubs and competitions, receive rec-
ognition and awards, scholarships, and meet 
other women with the same interests. Whether you are new to the 
world of shooting, self-defense training or outdoor exploration, or 
you have been actively shooting for years, we would love to have 
you get connected, advance your skills, and share what you learn!

Looking ahead, we would like to share 
two of our CRPA Women’s Programs that 
feature our training and hope you will join 
us! These classes will be available soon, 
so be on the lookout for registration infor-
mation! First off, we have our Women’s 
Hunter Track. The first pre-requisite in this 
track is Hunter Education. In most states, 
hunters cannot hunt legally unless they 
have had formal education in the proper 
handling of firearms. California requires 
hunter education training for all new hunt-
ers. Traditional Hunter Education is most 
preferred by first time hunters, consisting of 
instruction in the following areas: firearms 
safety and handling, sportsmanship and 
ethics, wildlife management and conserva-
tion, archery, black powder, wildlife identifi-

cation, game care, first aid, and survival. Also, we have our 
Wild Game Meat Cooking Class that always brings curious 
attendees signing up! We know that game meat is far bet-
ter for us than processed meat sold to us at a grocery store. 
Take that into consideration the next time an opportunity to 
hunt knocks at your door (or email) and jump on the oppor-
tunity to harvest your very own game meat. In this cooking 
class, we can help you create a delicious game recipe in-
cluding a pairing with the right wine. Julia Child said it best, 
“I think anyone who is a carnivore needs to understand that 

meat does not originally come in these neat little packages.”

Included in the Women’s Hunter Track is also Wilderness First 
Aid. This training is all about being prepared. This seminar covers 
common and potential threats you may encounter when exploring 
rough terrain and taking the road less-traveled. Understanding the 

potential threats is the best way to prepare 
your First-Aid Wilderness kit! This class 
does not provide certification for first-aid or 
wilderness first-aid. However, it does provide 
the skills and tools necessary to prepare 
you for anything that may be threatening. 
Some electives that may be offered with the 
Women’s Hunter Track may be:  Advanced 
Hunter Education Seminars including; pig, 
upland game and pheasant, or Land Navi-
gation, Photography, and Camping.

Armed and trained women have be-
come more common in today’s world, and 
CRPA wants to ensure that we are con-
tinuing to increase these numbers! An-
other track we would like to share is the 
Self-Protected Women. There are two 
prerequisites for this track including NRA 

by Sarah Barrett, CRPA Programs & Events Manager

R E P O R T

I think anyone who is a carnivore needs 
to understand that meat does not originally 
come in these neat little packages.
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Personal Protection In The Home Train-
ing, and NRA Personal Protection Outside 
The Home Training. Don’t sit idly with the 
basic knowledge of operating a handgun. 
Continue your education and learn how 
to defend your home and the rights that 
protect your responsibility to do so. NRA’s 
8-hour Basic Personal Protection In The 
Home course teaches the knowledge, 
skills and attitude essential to the safe 
and efficient use of a handgun to protect 
oneself and family, as well as informa-
tion on the law-abiding individual’s right 
to self-defense. NRA’s Personal Protec-
tion Outside The Home Training prepares 
people with the confidence necessary to 
avoid dangerous confrontations. This 96-
hour course teaches the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes necessary for the effective 
and responsible use of a concealed pis-
tol for self-defense outside the home. This 
course may be taken after the successful 
completion of NRA Personal Protection In 
The Home. Also included in the Self-Pro-
tected Women Track is Weapon Disarm-
ing Training. Learn to slow your anxiety 
during the flurry of an attack and take the 
necessary measures to free yourself from 
danger. Weapon Disarming is a skill that 
could save your life! This 8-hour course 
covers a number of different weapon types 

including sharp weapons, blunt objects 
and firearms. Learn how to immobilize 
a person, the effective stances to take 
when caught in a stand-off, and how 
to best plan your escape based on the 
assessment of your environment. Some 
electives offered for this specific track in-
clude but are not limited to; Mental Pre-
paredness for any Situation That May 
Arise Training, Pre-CCW Program with 
Artemis Defense, Non-lethal tools train-
ing, and Refuse To Be A Victim by NRA.

As CRPA develops these tracks to 
help better prepare women for any and 
every situation, we ask for your support 
in accomplishing this mission of train-
ing and that you bring or share with a 
friend! We have heard many testimonies 
of women being confident by having the 
peace of mind knowing they have these 
trainings, tools, and skills that they CAN 
acquire and pursue. That is a mission 
critical goal of CRPA, making sure we 
present these opportunities and do ev-
erything we can to equip the women of 
California. Not only this, but armed and 
trained women have the benefit of train-
ing the next generation by taking these 
courses and being prepared for anything!

Sarah Barrett
CRPA Programs & Events Manager
Sarah joined CRPA in 2016 running the Events Department and currently runs all Programs as well. She is 
dedicated to defending and protecting the Second Amendment and strongly believes it is only her heritage 
to pass down this right to the future generations. Sarah enjoys planning all types of events and helping 
develop more and new programs for the public to utilize at CRPA. Outside of work, Sarah loves camping, 
practicing calligraphy, and being a foodie- “always trying new food!”

LEARN TO HUNT
THE RIGHT WAY

ENROLL IN A HUNTER 
EDUCATION COURSE

Know your gun,
your responsibilities and proper ethics:
www.wildlife.ca.gov/Hunter-Education

Students must register at:
www.register-ed.com/programs/california
Choose program and enter code 92385 

to find our course.

*For more information, contact CRPA’s 
Training Center Specialist at 

E: tbinnings@crpa.org  |  P: (800) 305-2772
Website: www.crpa.org

Course Dates

Mar. 7  |  Mar. 24  |  Mar. 28  |  
Apr. 4  |  Apr. 25  | Apr. 28  |
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VINDICTIVE AUDIT BACKFIRES
POLITICAL ATTEMPTS TO EMBARRASS 
SACRAMENTO SHERIFF FAILS - 
Finds Severe Faults in Countries with Restrictive
“May Issue” CCW Policies
by Matthew Cubeiro

In December, the California State Auditor released its official 
report regarding CCW issuance policies and procedures. 
Originally requested by Assemblymember Kevin McCarty (D 

– Sacramento), the report analyzes the CCW programs currently 
utilized by the Sacramento, Los Angeles, and San Diego County 
Sheriff Departments. 

Prior to the release of the report, Sacramento Sheriff Scott R. 
Jones issued a press release that provides a brief history of how 
it came to be. In 2016, McCarty—a former Sacramento City Coun-
cilmember who is “fundamentally and philosophically opposed to 
CCW permits”—failed to pass legislation that would have made it 
much more difficult and costly to obtain a CCW in California. But 
Governor Jerry Brown vetoed McCarty’s proposed bill, stating:

“This bill was spurred by a local dispute in one county. I am 
unaware of a larger problem that merits a statewide change at 
this time.”

That “dispute” was in reference to an ongoing feud between 
McCarty and Sheriff Jones. Since taking office, Sheriff Jones has 
issued more than 8,000 CCW permits to law-abiding Sacramento 
residents. McCarty found this statistic “alarming,” and was equal-
ly concerned with the growing number of California Sheriffs issu-
ing CCWs to law abiding citizens. As a result, McCarty wanted to 
make it much more difficult to get a CCW in California by signifi-
cantly raising the application fees. 

Undeterred by Governor Brown’s veto, McCarty used his au-
thority on the Joint Legislative Audit Committee to direct the Cal-
ifornia State Auditor to review Sacramento’s CCW program. Los 
Angeles and San Diego were later added at the request of a differ-
ent Senator. Clearly, McCarty was looking for evidence to further 
his anti-CCW agenda. But the results are not what he had hoped 
for.

Summary of the Auditor’s Report

The State Auditor randomly selected 25 CCW licenses issued 
over the past year from each of the selected departments. Key 
among the report’s findings, as stating in the Summary, were the 
following:

• Los Angeles approved applications that did not meet its policy 
requirements for good cause, residency, and training.

• Sacramento issued some CCW licenses without collecting doc-
umentation showing that the licensing process adhered to its 

own standards.
• San Diego’s renewal process has weaknesses that led it to 
renew some licenses inappropriately.

• The CCW programs have minimal impact on county budgets 
because they represent a small percentage of those budgets.

• Only Sacramento tracks its CCW program expenditures.

Despite missing some documentation, the State Auditor did not 
find that a single license was issued improperly by the Sacramento 
Sheriff’s department. Instead, it was the Los Angeles County Sher-
iffs’ Department, with its restrictive “may issue” policy and budget 
that dwarfs Sacramento’s, that issued licenses improperly and suf-
fered from serious problems.

LA County CCW Procedures
“Marked by A Consistent Failure”

In the report, the State Auditor notes that it “found the starkest 
failure to follow policy at Los Angeles.” As many of our members 
know all too well, Los Angeles has one of the most restrictive CCW 
issuance policies in the nation. In a county with over 10 million 
people, only 197 individuals possess a valid CCW license. And of 
those 197, only 9 are held by individuals outside the law enforce-
ment community.

12 | www.crpa.org
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When asked about the excessive percentage of law enforce-
ment CCW holders, the Los Angeles County Sheriff lieutenant re-
sponsible for reviewing CCW applications stated that “individuals 
within the law enforcement community satisfy the department’s 
good cause requirement by the nature of their jobs.” Yet many in-
dividuals within the law enforcement community, as well as individ-
uals with specific documented threats against them, are routinely 
denied a CCW by the Los Angeles Sheriff Department.

Even so, “making that decision based solely on the applicant’s 
profession both directly contradicts Los Angeles’ written policy—
which specifically states that no position or job classification in 
itself shall constitute good cause for issuance—and has led the 
department to treat applicants inequitably based on their occupa-
tions.” 

It gets worse.

24 of the 25 selected CCWs (22 of which are in law enforce-
ment) failed to satisfy the Los Angeles Sheriff Department’s own 
criteria for “good cause,” and all failed to provide sufficient resi-
dency documentation. Los Angeles also had the worst ratings for 
following its own policies with regards to the mandatory training 
and good moral character requirements.

Most troubling of all, however, is that two of the analyzed 
CCWs from Los Angeles County had submitted incomplete appli-
cations. One failed to answer questions regarding any incidents 
involving firearms, domestic violence, or arrests or charges for 
criminal offenses, and the other failed to answer any questions 

about whether they had been convicted of any criminal offense, 
was on probation or parole, or had been or was subject to a re-
straining order. Despite all of these omissions, the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff Department—who has one of the most restrictive 
“may issue” policies in the nation—issued a CCW in both cases.

Unsurprisingly, Los Angeles Sheriff Jim McDonnell took issue 
with many of the State Auditor’s findings, and “strongly” disagreed 
that their CCW program is marked by a consistent failure to follow 
LASD policies. He attempted to explain away the testimonial evi-
dence from his own staff by suggesting it was taken out of context, 
that the individuals who were questions were not the same ones 
who originally processed the selected CCW applications, and was 
otherwise mere “conjecture.” Nevertheless, he begrudgingly ac-
knowledged that “some documentation to support compliance with 
policies should have been better.”

The State Auditor responded by stating that Los Angeles 
“greatly mischaracterized” the audit process, and that McDonnell’s 
response “ignores the multiple conversations” the State Auditor 
had with the department. For that reason, the State Auditor stands 
by its conclusion that the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s “CCW pro-
gram is marked by a consistent failure to follow its policies.”

Sacramento CCW Procedures a 
Stark Contrast to LA County

Given the insignificant number of CCW permits issued by the 
Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department to law-abiding citizens, 
and its blatant failure to properly administer its own policy, it would 
be easy to assume other counties that issue a significantly larger 
number of permits (like Sacramento) would suffer similar prob-
lems. But the report shows the opposite to be true.

Less than five years ago, there were only about 350 active 
CCW permits in Sacramento County. Today, that number has sky-
rocketed to over 8,000, thanks in large part to Sheriff Jones’ “shall 
issue” policy. Despite the large number, the report could not find a 
single permit that was issued improperly or contrary to law. What’s 
more, although some of the CCWs reviewed by the State Auditor 
lacked some documentation regarding proof of residency, no ex-
amples could be found where a permit was issued to a non-resi-
dent.

Costs for Obtaining a CCW

The State Auditor also looked at current CCW application fees 
charged by each of the selected counties, and the overall costs for 
each of their programs. McCarty hoped to use this information to 
support a statewide increase in CCW application fees—fees which 
are already among the highest in the nation. But once again, the 
results were not in McCarty’s favor.

All three of the selected departments charge less that the statu-
tory $100 cap on local application fees, which McCarty’s bill would 
have removed if not for the Governor’s veto. Even so, the State
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Matthew D. Cubeiro
Attorney
An attorney with Michel & Associates, P.C.’s firearm regulatory compliance and litigation team. A dedicated 
supporter of the right to keep and bear arms, he is also an NRA certified Range Safety Officer and certi-
fied instructor in Home Firearm Safety, Basic Pistol, Refuse to be a Victim, Basic Rifle, Metallic Cartridge 
Reloading, Personal Protection Inside the Home, and Personal Protection Outside the Home disciplines.
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Auditor believes that local licensing authorities can already charge 
application fees in excess of $100. Sheriff Jones disagrees, stat-
ing:

“Although the audit team disagrees with my analysis of the stat-
ute and asserts that I could have raised the application fees each 
year, as a member of the California State Bar, my legal analysis 
is different.”

And Sheriff Jones is absolutely correct. Penal Code section 
26190, subdivision (b)(1) states that local licensing authorities may 
charge a processing fee for CCW applications, but in no case is 
this fee “to exceed one hundred dollars ($100).” Despite a different 
subsection allowing fees to be increased “at a rate not to exceed 
any increase in the California Consumer Price Index,” the $100 
cap on such fees is clear. For in no case, including the allowable 
increase pursuant to the California Consumer Price Index, is the 
fee to exceed $100. Acknowledging the disagreement, the State 
Auditor recommended the Legislature clarify the law.

The report also noted that Sacramento is the only department 
of the three selected that specifically tracks expenditures for its 
CCW program. Despite running a deficit, Sacramento consistent-
ly spends less than its budgeted general fund expenditures. And 
even though it has issued over 8,000 CCWs, the total costs of 
doing so amounts to a trivial 0.13% of the department’s budget.

But raising fees for the issuance of a CCW to cover department 
costs is also inappropriate for a number of reasons. As stated by 
San Diego County Sheriff William D. Gore, who maintains a more 
restrictive “may issue” policy that was the subject of the NRA and 
CRPA supported case of Peruta v. San Diego, it is the Sheriff’s job 
“to ensure the safety of the public.” It would be “counterintuitive, 
and not good policy, to place a high fee that would deter someone 
who otherwise qualifies from applying for a CCW license, espe-
cially when they have a genuine necessity to obtain one.”

History, Repeating Itself

This isn’t the first time an anti-gun politician has attempted to 

research firearm related issues in the hopes of furthering their 
agenda. At the federal level, a number of anti-gun politicians are 
renewing their push to lift the ban on federal funding for “gun vio-
lence” research. But this is a completely fabricated claim, for the 
plain language of the law (commonly known as the Dickey Amend-
ment) makes clear that funding for firearm related research is only 
prohibited if the intended purposes is to advocate and promote 
gun control, as opposed to providing meaningful unbiased data.

As proof of this, the CDC recently funded an important fire-
arm related study that disproves many of the arguments put for-
ward by gun control advocates. Key among the findings were that 
armed citizens are less likely to be injured by an attacker, and that 
defense gun uses occur anywhere between 500,000 to 3 million 
times a year. Unhappy with facts, anti-gun advocates are hoping 
to end the restriction so they can use taxpayer funds to further 
their agenda.

Conclusion

It is important to note that even though the State Auditor’s 
findings do not support McCarty’s anti-gun agenda as he hoped it 
would, he will not stop looking for ways to further restrict the rights 
of law-abiding citizens in California. To that end, we encourage all 
of our members to get involved at the state and local level to help 
defend and promote the right to keep and bear arms. 

Right now, NRA and CRPA are working together at the local 
level to build relationships, office and field facilities, operational 
infrastructure, and are hiring full-time staff to hit the ground run-
ning with increased local efforts and coalition building. You can be 
a part of these efforts by joining the Grassroots Outreach Program 
(“CRPA GO”). If you are interested in learning more, send an email 
to volunteer@crpa.org, and visit http://crpa.org/grassroots-out-
reach-project/.

We also encourage everyone who is adequately prepared to 
defend themselves in public to obtain a CCW. To that end, CRPA 
has prepared a comprehensive CCW application guide for Orange 
County residents, and will be working to provide similar guides for 
other California counties in the near future. And as always, NRA 
and CRPA will continue to advocate for “shall-issue” systems that 
issue CCWs regardless of the applicant’s reason for seeking one. 
Stay informed on these important issues by visiting the NRA-ILA 
California website at www.StandandFightCalifornia.com and the 
CRPA website at www.CRPA.org.

“Although the audit team disagrees with 
my analysis of the statute and asserts that I 
could have raised the application fees each 
year, as a member of the California State 
Bar, my legal analysis is different.”

| www.crpa.org
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United States law enforcement, which has its roots in the British 
model of policing, is based on law enforcement agencies and 
officers exercising their powers with the implicit consent of the 

people. In other words, police forces are legitimized in 
the eyes of the public based upon a general con-
sensus of support from the people who are 
being policed. British statesman, Rob-
ert Peel, the father of the modern 
British police (and after whom 
the term “Bobbies” was 
coined), believed that the 
police should derive its 
authority not from 
fear and coercion, 
but from public 
cooperat ion. 
In his own 

words, “[t]he police are the public and the public are the police”. Basical-
ly, police officers are citizens who are tasked with ensuring the contin-
ued interests of community welfare and existence. “Policing by consent” 
principles involve transparency, maintaining public approval and respect, 
judicious use of force, and offering service and friendship to all members 
of the public. 

“Policing by consent” has undoubtedly been the best, fairest and most 
efficient method of law enforcement in history and the USA is a shining 
example of this. According to Wikipedia, there are about 18,000 different 
law enforcement agencies in the USA, ranging from federal to state to 
local and even special agencies, such as schools and railroads. Many of 
these agencies are small with 20 or fewer officers. While this may seem 
insane, having a large number of decentralized law enforcement agen-
cies also means that each agency, while operating independently, must 
provide local accountability. It also means that there are many checks 
and balances to keep law enforcement operating within its official duties. 
Sheriff departments are the backbone of American law enforcement and 
comprise the second-largest number of sworn personnel after local po-
lice departments. It is not unusual for sheriffs to have a posse, reserve 
deputies who serve in a quasi-volunteer capacity and even to deputize 
citizens who assist law enforcement officers when necessary. Historical-
ly, the sheriff is also the commander of the militia in the county, which 
happens to coincide with the wording of the Second Amendment. This 
has worked very well for America for over 200 years and is one of the 
best examples of a free society. Is it a coincidence that the vast majority 
of elected law enforcement leaders support the right to keep and bear 
arms while a greater share of appointed law enforcement leaders reflect 
the anti-gun whims of their political bosses?

What does this have to do with the Second Amendment? In America, 
as was the case in Britain during Peel’s time, the police are generally 
equipped with the same firearms that are available to citizens in good 

standing, as guaranteed by the Second Amendment. Unfortu-
nately for Californians, the political trend in California 

is on a clear path of compromising the “policing 
by consent” principle. The unrelenting gun 

control measures are creating a privi-
leged class of citizens. Each new 

firearm restriction generally 
exempts active and retired 

police officers. These 
police exemptions are 

designed to try to 
gain the support 

of the law enforcement community with the underlying message “don’t 
worry, you can keep your guns and magazines; these restrictions are 
only for civilians because they don’t need them anyway”. The effect is 
laws that disarm civilians while leaving police armed to a higher level. 
This directly undermines Peel’s philosophy and the principles of “policing 
by consent”. Furthermore, police exemptions oppose America’s tradi-
tions and the Constitution. My law enforcement friends report that this 
is even altering the attitude of some officers into believing that they are 
different because they have “legitimate” reasons to possess weapons, 
especially certain types of firearms that, in the view of some, have no 
“sporting purposes”.

But shouldn’t the police be better armed than civilians for the safety 
of police? We’ve seen the terrible things that happened to police re-
cently. As the idiom “when guns are outlawed, only the outlaws have 
guns” goes, we’ve also seen again and again that those who must be 
subdued by law enforcement are not affected by gun control. Paris, San 
Bernardino and Istanbul are recent examples of jurisdictions where strict 
gun control measures for civilians clearly did not accomplish their pur-
ported goals. Therefore, the police are neither safer nor more effective in 
jurisdictions with strict gun controls than in those where the right to own 
and carry guns is prevalent. America’s law enforcement officers should 
indeed be equipped with the best and most modern tools to confront 
and protect us from today’s harm, but as citizens who perform policing 
duties, those tools and rights should not trump those guaranteed under 
the Second Amendment to all American citizens. Those who may not 
agree with this statement should remember that the Bill of Rights and 
the Second Amendment were not written for the benefit of the police, but 
for The People. 

The Police
and the Second Amendment

by CRPA Firing Line Contributor

OPINION
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Imagine the reaction if, after a loan officer told an applicant 
they would not receive a loan because of too much debt, the appli-
cant asked “How about we just disregard 25% of my debt?”

As illogical as this sounds, it was the approach recently articu-
lated by a group seeking to downplay the crime rate increases in 
California following various criminal justice “reforms.” In a study 
picked up by a few newspapers, the Center on Juvenile and Crim-
inal Justice (CJJ) opined that the crime rate statewide in California 
decreased following these reforms–if you excluded Los Angeles 
County. Yes, Los Angeles County, where more than one out of four 
residents of California reside!

The propaganda espoused by proponents of these various re-
form measures is that crime is not really rising very much so long 
as it isn’t as bad as it was 30 years ago. They continue that trend 
with their attempt to manipulate the statewide crime rate increase 
by excluding more than 25% of the population.

Contrary to the line peddled by CJCJ, the violent crime rate in 
California per 100,000 has risen since the passage of AB 109. AB 

109 was enacted in October, 2011, a year when the violent crime 
rate in California was 413.3 per 100,000. In 2016, the violent crime 
rate in California was 443.9 — an increase of more than 7% over 
the 2011 violent crime rate.

Likewise noteworthy is the increase in the property crime rate 
since the 2014 passage of Prop 47 which reduced multiple theft of-
fenses to inconsequential misdemeanors. The property crime rate 
in California increased in both 2015 and 2016 from the property 
crime rate in 2014, years in which the rest of the United States 
marked two more years of acontinuation of a 14-year decrease in 
property crime rates. Further, prior to Prop 47, California had seen 
three straight years of property crime rate decreases.

The ADDA has joined crime victims, law enforcement, business 
owners and public safety leaders working to pass the “Reducing 
Crime and Keeping California Safe Act of 2018.” This initiative will 
address some of the serious flaws brought on by “criminal justice 
reform.” Learn more about “Reducing Crime and Keeping Califor-
nia Safe Act of 2018” at www.KeepCaliforniaSafe.org

Spinning to Explain Away Increase in Crime Rates
by Michele Hanisee, President of the Association of Los Angeles Deputy District Attorneys
Originally posted on www.laadda.com

Michele Hanisee
President of the Association of Los Angeles District Attorneys
President of the Association of Los Angeles Deputy District Attorneys, the collective bargaining agent 
representing nearly 1,000 Deputy District Attorneys who work for the County of Los Angeles.

F O U N D A T I O N

California Rifle & Pistol Association Foundation 
Vehicle Donation Program

The CRPA Foundation supports the efforts of the California Rifle & Pistol Association. Funds from The CRPA Foundation’s vehicle 
donation programs help to defend, and expand the legal recognition of the rights protected by the Second Amendment.
Donate your car, truck, RV or Boat to The CRPA Foundation to support our ongoing commitment to inform and educate all Californians 
and California gun owners of their constitutional rights. We’ll make it easy for you to donate with your free scheduled pick-up, and you 
may even qualify for a tax deduction!

We accept all types of vehicles:
How it Works:

1. Call us at 833-200-CRPA or 833-200-2772
2. We will tow your vehicle at no cost to you!

3. Get a tax deductible receipt and help our cause.

Visit us online at 
crpa-foundation.careasy.org

| www.crpa.org
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Blue Lives Matter: In the Line of Duty
by Steve Cooley

Book Reviews

by David Berger
 
Everyhourofeverydayofeveryweekofeveryyear,thousandsofpeaceofficersareonthestreetsofeverytown,city,county,andstateinour

nation.Theoverwhelmingmajorityofthosepeaceofficersservethecitizenryfaithfullyandhonorably;providingthatthinbluelinethatprotectsusfrom
theworstinsociety.Thevastmajorityofpeaceofficerscomehometotheirfamiliesattheendoftheirshifts,buttragicallyafewdon’t.Thatfewfall
foultotherandomevilthatstrikesirrationally,mercilessly,andlethallylurkingbehindaroutinetrafficstop,acalltoaliquorstorerobberyinprogress,
adomesticviolencecall,orrandomlystrikeswithoutprovocationorconfrontationwhenpeaceofficersaredeliberatelytargeted.BlueLivesMatter-In
theLineofDuty,paystributetothosefewwhodon’tmakeithome.Brilliantlyco-authoredbytheHon.SteveCooley,thehistoricthree-termDistrict
AttorneyofLosAngelesCounty(andaformerLAPDReserveOfficerhimself),andLosAngelesCountyveteranprosecutorRobertSchirn,BlueLives
Matter-IntheLineofDutyismuchmorethanatribute,itprovidesadetailedyetstraightforwardanalysisofeachofthosetragediesbackedupby
originalsourcematerial,suggestslessonsthatcanbelearnedinthehopethatitwill,perhaps,saveafewlivesinthefuture.Ihighlyrecommendthis
book for all in law enforcement and all those who care about the thin blue line.

byEmeraldBookReviews
 
Dedicatedtothosewhomadetheultimatesacrifice.‘Whatweaskofourservicemembers,andwhattheyarewillingtodo,shouldbeheldinour

hearts;wewhocarrythememoryandthewitnessoftheirsacrifice.’BlueLivesMatter-IntheLineofDutybySteveCooleyandRobertSchirntakesa
soberingandcandidlookatpoliceofficerswhohavebeenkilledinthelineofduty.Itlaysoutthecold,hardrealizationoflifeontheblueline.Beinga
policeofficerisademandingandoftenstressfuljob.Onadailybasis,officersareexposedtotheworstthathumankindhastooffer.Theyarecalled
upontomakelifeanddeathdecisionsinasplit-second,andmarginsforerrorareoftenslim.Ascivilians,weoftenoverlookjusthowdemandingand
stressfulbeingapoliceofficercanbe.Butthey’rejustordinarypeoplelikeyouandme,whosometimesmaketheultimatesacrificeinservicetotheir
community.BlueLivesMatterisaverywellwrittenandresearchedbook.Itgraphicallyillustratesthehorrificmurdersofeightfallenofficersandan
equallybravepolicedognamedLiberty.Thoseofficerswere:RichardPhillips(28),MiltonCurtis(25),IanCampbell(32),KennethScottWrede(26),
DetectiveThomasWilliams(42),DetectiveTommyDeLaRosa(43),DeputyDavidMarch(43),CaptainMichaelSparkes(53)andpolicedogLiberty
oftheK9Unitwhowas6yearsold.Fortheauthor’sthiswasanup-closeandpersonalprocessofdealingwiththefatalityoffellowofficersandthe
impact that reverberatesnotonly throughtheentirebluecommunity,butsociety ingeneral.Theexhaustionandnegativeemotions thatmustbe
dealt with are vividly portrayed, as is the painstaking effort that goes into an investigation.  The light that shines out from this very dark tunnel are the 
‘LessonsLearned’segmentsgivenattheendofeachchapter.Theyaredesignedto‘raiseawarenessandtoenhanceofficersafetywhilegivingthem
thetoolstohelpsavemorelivesandpotentiallyprotectthemfromdangeroussituations.’Muchcanbelearnedfromthisbook,soitwouldbeahighly
recommended(ifnotrequired)readforalllawenforcementofficials.Finally,fortheofficersmentionedabove,andindeedforallthosewhohavefallen
in the line of duty, may they rest in peace and thank you for your service.

BOOK CLUB

About the Book
Ground-breaking and stunningly current, Blue Lives Matter is a book that explores the line-of-duty 

deaths suffered by the law enforcement "blue" family.  This book examines the deaths of eight police offi-
cers and one police canine in Los Angeles County.  The chapters portray the fallen officers and the canine 
as true heroes who each made the ultimate sacrifice in service to their community.  The cases include the 
murder of two officers solved over 40 years later; an officer murdered in front of his young son; two offi-
cers kidnapped and taken to an onion field where one officer is executed; an undercover officer murdered 
during a multi-million dollar drug transaction; an off-duty officer murdered by two gang members while 
riding his bicycle; a cop-killer who fled to Mexico to avoid prosecution; and a police canine killed in the line 
of duty protecting his handler during a shootout in which his handler was severely wounded.

Co-authors Steve Cooley and Bob Schirn discuss each case in detail.  Each chapter discusses the in-
cident that cost the officer his life.  The court proceedings are reviewed, including victim impact testimony 
of the effect of the officer's death on family members and fellow officers.  A Lessons Learned segment in 
each chapter is designed to increase officer safety and awareness of dangerous situations.

Steve Cooley and Bob Schirn are career prosecutors.  They have worked tirelessly to put together this 
information in an understandable form with the stakes never being higher for the public to understand that 
blue lives do matter.  Cooley served three full terms as the District Attorney of Los Angeles County and 
was a reserve police officer for LAPD.  He is uniquely positioned to discuss his involvement in each case 
and eminently qualified to provide perspectives and opinions. 

Go to www.smile.amazon.com and
choose “CRPA Foundation” and

Amazon will contribute a percentage
of each purchase you make!

 17CRPA FIRING LINE | 



“What are you going to do, shoot people?”  This was the re-
action that I received when I “came out of the closet” and told my 
mother that I purchased a handgun. I grew up in a liberal home 
with East Coast parents that had me convinced that the only people 
that owned guns were criminals and low-class losers.  I am married, 
and a mother of three daughters, and learning to handle and shoot 
a firearm fascinated me from the time that I was a child, despite 
the attempted brainwashing that I had received.   I’d race past the 
princess accessories at carnivals in order to secure a spot at the 
shooting gallery.

Admittedly, I was a tomboy, and my home was always one in 
survival mode since my older brother’s obsession was to ambush 
me 24/7 and demonstrate that he could physically dominate me at 
his every whim. Despite my scrappiness, I always lost the battle, 
and he’d add injury to insult by ending his attack with an “Indian rope 
burn” on my arm. He was older and stronger, and despite my belief 
that “I’ll get him this time,” it never happened.

Years later, the nemesis of my older brother transformed into a 
rapist in college. Authorities warned that there was a rapist that had 
eluded capture, though he was very bold in his attacks. He would 
hide in the bushes at night and throw a stick in the spokes of bikes 
ridden by lone females, causing them to tumble, get dragged into 
the bushes and raped. That feeling of vulnerability and fear swept 

over the female student populace.
We were advised to scream, cooperate 

in hopes of not being killed, and essentially, 
accept victim hood. I was ready to fight, and 
my weapon was my bike lock, clenched in 
my hand as I rode swiftly across campus 
from my night job. Being a victim was nev-
er an option for me, and I always felt at a 
disadvantage if I had to battle for my life 
against a larger, stronger male. Fortunate-
ly, I was never attacked. 

Motherhood sharpened my focus as my 
girls got older and were more self-sufficient 
and independent.  I wanted them to have 
all the advantages possible to be the vic-
tors in a battle, and I needed that as well, 
especially when my husband traveled and I 
was the sole protector of my family.

Since I had a tad more free time when 
my older girls went off to college, I began 
to pursue firearms training, and found the 
perfect instructor. He was a martial artist, 
retired Lt. Colonel from the Marines, and 

emphasized safety and fundamentals above all else. It was initially 
intimidating because I had to overcome all the negative stereotypes 
that I had grown up with regarding firearms, and after my first lesson, 
I had to really think about the overwhelming sense of responsibili-
ty that comes with 
handling a firearm.

I knew that I had 
to be committed if I 
were to be a com-
petent and confi-
dent gun owner, 
and I decided to go 
for it. It took a while 
for me to acquire context; I had no idea what he was talking about 
regarding aligning the sights, trigger press, recoil, etc., but the learn-
ing curve began to rise due to my determination.

Once I understood the fundamentals, my competitive spirit di-
rected me to become a member of IDPA, and I began to compete 
in local matches. Despite the growing number of women in shooting 
sports, I did observe that the experienced shooters reacted differ-
ently to new men and women competitors. When I would step up 
to the line, the men would all take several steps backwards to stay 
safe; unlike when the men stepped up, they would remain in place. It 
took time to prove myself to others that I was a safe and competent 
shooter, and they were always supportive and helpful.

Competitive matches reinforce shooting skills, but my constant 
training with my instructor also reinforces tactical skills. We work on 
different real-life scenarios and how to safely engage if necessary. 
I have learned about concealment, cover, shooting on the move, 
prone, sitting down, and much more. These are skills that can be 
critical in a life or death situation, and are also susceptible to de-
teriorating quickly; my goal is to train weekly in order to continually 
improve my abilities.

Our society is not a utopia; whether it is terrorism, an active 
shooter, or a violent criminal, the threat is real. California’s laws and 
politicians actually make society less safe by limiting our Second 
Amendment rights, releasing criminals back onto the streets, and 
giving criminals all the breaks while we have to rely only on our-
selves to have a fighting chance. 

As a woman, I feel empowered to be able to better defend my 
family and myself against evildoers that are not only bigger and 
stronger than me, but may also outnumber me. What does a gun do 
for me? It serves as an equalizer, and I will fight to retain my natural 
and constitutional rights to defend myself.  No more “Indian rope 
burns” for me!
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A Woman’s Perspective: Refusing Victim hood
by Melissa, mother, wife, small business owner, CCW holder

CRPA WOMEN

| www.crpa.org
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You see them everywhere. A busi-
ness advertising for a fun night 
out with the girls. Some are for ½ 

price drinks at a local bar, some give spe-
cial pricing to ladies at the gym, and some 
offer to teach self-defense to ladies in a 
non-male setting. Women love these kinds 
of events where they can share learning a 
new skill, meeting other ladies, or just get-
ting out of the house for a fun night with 
friends. It all sounds like a great time that is 
harmless and a way to get women out to try something new. These 
bonuses for women patrons may be useful in boosting business, but 
not so fast if you are a business in California!

Recently, we have seen businesses in California get themselves 
into legal and financial troubles because of their “women only” of-
ferings. This is because California has an anti-discrimination law 
called the UNRUH Civil Rights Act. Most people have never heard 
of UNRUH. UNRUH was actually passed in 1995, but has more re-
cently come to the forefront. UNRUH was initially a law to prevent 
discrimination under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), but 
was expanded to other forms of discrimination for “intentional dis-
crimination.” It is excessively broad and applies to “all persons within 
the jurisdiction” of the state of California. The law makes it illegal to 
discriminate on the basis of age, color, sex, race, religion, ances-
try, national origin, disability, medical condition, genetic information, 
marital status, or sexual orientation. Basically, a business cannot 
discriminate against anyone, even in the context of ladies’ nights. 
For each violation of UNRUH, a business can be charged $4,000.00 
minimum in damages plus attorney fees. An act by a business is 
“intentional” when someone of the opposite sex is denied the same 
service or accommodations.

The issue came to light when it was discovered that a south-
ern California man and his friends were targeting businesses that 
offered discounts and special events to women only. He and his 
friends would visit the business, ask for the same deal as the ladies 

and when denied, they would threaten to sue or offer the business 
to just pay them to settle the issue and they would go away. Some-
times they would visit the business several times before notifying 
the business of their violation (Remember it is $4,000.00 for each 
violation which can really add up!) Many businesses paid the group 
just to avoid the cost of litigation and attorney fees. Unfortunately, 
some of our friendly neighborhood gun ranges fell prey to this scam-
mer’s use of the law and feel that they have no choice but to stop 
ladies’ nights or willfully pay the fines. It is a detestable situation 
when individuals can use the law to take advantage of businesses 
that are trying to do nothing more than generate business and offer 
what customers want.

We all know that ladies’ nights are important, especially in the 
shooting sports and Second Amendment movements where women 
are one of the fastest growing segments of new shooters that are 
getting involved. It is important to provide a space for ladies to learn 
in an environment where their skills can be developed. Study after 
study have proven that not only men and women learn and process 
information differently, but the actual connections in their brains are 
different. (Lewis, Tanya, “How Men’s Brains Are Wired Differently 
Than Women’s.” Scientific American, December 2013) Many ranges 
have recognized this need for women to learn in a different envi-
ronment and want to continue to offer this to women because it is 
important to their long-term success and continued participation in 
the 2A community.

Ladies Nights 
Can Come With
A Big Price for 
Businesses
by CRPA Firing Line Contributor

CRPA WOMEN
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So, what are businesses to do? They want to offer what custom-
ers want, but they don’t want to be a target of professional plaintiffs. 
If you are a business, range owner, or club in California you should 
do the following to protect your business:

1. Businesses can still promote ladies’ nights, and make the 
theme something that would be attractive to ladies, but they 
must offer the same deal or ability to participate to anyone 
that comes to the event. Yes, if a man wants to come to the la-
dies’ night event, that business must allow them to attend and 
charge them the same price as the women attendees. 

2. Businesses should make sure that their employees and staff 
understand this as well. It only takes the unknowing person 
behind the counter, no matter how innocent, to deny services 
to someone and the business will find itself potentially paying 
out big time.

I know that some will say “What’s the point in having a ladies’ 

night then?” Maybe they are right, but I know an awful lot of la-
dies out there that would appreciate the opportunity to have events 
geared specifically towards them even if non-female participants are 
in attendance. 

California has once again succeeded in pushing the envelope 
too far and potentially damaging the ability of businesses to market 
programming and resources to those that would benefit from these 
kinds of promotions and education, but with a little knowledge of 
how to handle these situations, businesses can avoid costly dam-
age awards and litigation while still being able to offer the programs 
that we all love.

*If you are interested in submitting an article for a chance to be featured in the 
CRPA Firing Line magazine, please email article at TFL@crpa.org

| www.crpa.org
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Do you want to be a part of a trustworthy and thriving com-
munity, where crime is a rarity? Stripping people of the 
right to use and carry guns is not going to help actualize 

this ideal. In fact, enacting gun regulation forestalls this from ever 
becoming a probable reality. When law-abiding Americans are de-
nied their constitutional rights to gun-ownership, the government is 
overstepping its legal authority. If the government is allowed to get 
away with taking just one freedom, the door has been opened for 
them to steal them all. An armed community is a safe community. 
But don’t take my mere word for it. Listen to the experts, take a 
look at the statistics, study the facts.

The Second Amendment states that “...the right of the people 
to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”  When the gov-

ernment makes it unlawful for citizens to own and carry arms, it 
is evidently violating this Amendment. “So what?”, some people 
might argue, “Why does this Amendment even matter?”. It matters 
because it confirms and protects our intrinsic freedoms. This is 
what democracy does. If you argue against this, you support the 
unraveling of our republic. When the Founding Fathers wrote the 
Declaration of Independence, they asserted that the government’s 
purpose is to preserve the people’s self-evident and inalienable 
rights to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” It stands to 
reason that one of the most fundamental of our innate rights as 
human beings is the right to live. That’s why the Declaration of 
Independence states the word ‘life’ first, as the foremost of our 
inalienable and self-evident rights.  When a government disarms 
its citizens, it is not only stripping the people of their guns, but 
essentially their right to life. Because when a bad man with a gun 
corners you, and you have no way of escape, no way to defend 
yourself, who’s to blame for your preventable demise?  

Denying citizens their right to bear arms is the first step towards 
unraveling democracy, and the first step towards launching tyran-
ny. This is the step that tyrants take. Constitutional scholar and 
Supreme Court Justice, Joseph Story once said, “One of the ordi-
nary modes, by which tyrants accomplish their purposes without 
resistance, is, by disarming the people, and making it an offense 
to keep arms.” The most notorious tyrants in history; Mao, Stalin, 
Hitler, all took away their people’s guns. The blood of millions of in-
nocent lives stains the hands of these dictators. Gun-control is the 
device of tyrants. They command obedience because the one with 
the gun, is the only one in charge. Without weapons the people 
are powerless against armed tyrannical authorities, and thus they 
lie at their mercy, subject to all kinds of oppression and abuse. 
Michael Snyder says in his article, 18 Little-known Gun Facts That 
Prove That Guns Make Us Safer:

According to Gun Owners of America, the governments of the 
world slaughtered more than 170 million of their own people during 
the 20th century.  The vast majority of those people had been dis-

armed by their own governments prior to being slaughtered.
This is what happened to the vulnerable Japanese, Russians, 

and Germans. Freedom of speech is nearly useless in the face of 
oppression. Words cannot protect you from a bullet, but another 
bullet stands a chance.

Besides violating our freedom and paving the way for tyranny, 
gun restriction also results in higher crime rates. As the meticulous 
study of criminologists, Professors Don Kate and Gary Mauser, 
concluded:

Nations with stringent anti-gun laws generally have substan-
tially higher murder rates than those that do not. In fact, the nine 
European nations with the lowest rates of gun ownership….have 
a combined murder rate three times higher than that of the nine 
nations with the highest rates of gun ownership.

In addition, it is significant to note that despite their personal 
opposition to gun-rights, these two professors did not allow their 
biases to prevent them from publishing the facts. The reason why 
crime and murder are so prolific in places with stricter gun-laws, 
is simple, really. Misdeeds originate with the people, not with the 
guns. So when gun-regulations are enforced, who is going to obey, 
the law-abiding citizens or criminals? Criminals never play by the 
rules, but the law-abiding do. Gun-restriction is really counterpro-
ductive because you create a safe haven for criminals when you 
eliminate the majority of opposition and threats that armed citizens 
provide. Like Wayne LaPierre, NRA executive Vice President, 
rightly puts it, “The only thing that stops a bad guy with a gun is a 
good guy with a gun.”

As the data indicates, the benefits of an armed populace far 
outweighs the disadvantages. Many studies provide statistics in 
favor of gun-rights. For example, the GOA in their article, Fact 
Sheets: Guns Saves Lives, records;

States which passed concealed carry laws reduced their rate of 
murder by 8.5%, rape by 5%, aggravated assault by 7% and rob-
bery by 3%; and if those states not having concealed carry laws 
had adopted such laws in 1992, then approximately 1,570 mur-
ders, 4,177 rapes, 60,000 aggravated assaults and over 11,000 
robberies would have been avoided yearly.

Upholding the Second Amendment translates to retaining our 
rights, maintaining our Democracy, and securing our communi-
ties. Protect this essential American freedom. Allow the Founding 
Fathers to rest in peace with their original 
ideals still intact. Let America continue on 
the principles it was first founded on. Al-
though no laws will prevent guns from get-
ting into the wrong hands, there are laws 
that guarantee that guns will be kept in the 
right hands. Crime will become less prolific 
when not only the authorities are armed, 
but the citizens are armed as well. Hope-
fully, you will never be in a situation where 
you need to defend yourself, but if you do 
become imperiled wouldn’t you rather be 
safe than sorry?  Remain free, stay armed, 
be safe.

Liberty Upheld
by Elise Price

The Second Amendment states that 
“...the right of the people to keep and 
bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”
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Gun lost or stolen? Better “lawyer up” 
before reporting it. Here’s why.

As of July 1, 2017, California law re-
quires gun owners to report the loss or 
theft of a firearm to a local law enforcement 
agency in the jurisdiction in which the loss 
or theft occurred. Such reports must be 
made within 5 days from when the person 
“knew or reasonably should have known” 
that the firearm has been lost or stolen. 
Failure to do so can result in a $100 fine or 
up to a misdemeanor conviction punishable 
with a $1,000 fine and six months in county 
jail.

Anti-gun proponents claim the law will 
prevent “straw purchases” (the already ille-
gal practice of eligible individuals purchas-
ing a firearm with the intent of giving it to 
a prohibited person) by preventing straw 
purchasers from falsely reporting a firearm 
as lost or stolen only after the firearm is re-
covered at the scene of a crime.

They are full of bull. 
For one, the Fifth Amendment forbids 

law enforcement from compelling criminals 
to report themselves. This means a straw 
purchaser cannot be compelled to report 
that they sold or transferred the firearm 
illegally. What’s more, because the fire-
arm wasn’t actually lost or stolen (it was 
sold illegally), the straw purchaser cannot 
be charged with violating the reporting re-
quirement! Similarly, if a prohibited person 
nonetheless possesses a firearm illegally, 
the Fifth Amendment forbids that person 
from being prosecuted for failing to incrimi-
nate themselves by adhering to the report-
ing requirement.

But if you really lose or have your gun 
stolen, some prosecutors think you should 
know that immediately. They think “respon-
sible” gun owners know where every single 
one of their guns are, 24/7.  So any delay in 
reporting could result in your prosecution!

That’s not all. Things recently got worse 
for a theft victim living in San Francisco, a 
jurisdiction with restrictive local anti-gun 

ordinances that prohibit individuals from 
storing firearms in an unattended motor 
vehicle unless the firearm is stored in the 
locked trunk (but only if the automatic trunk 
release in the main cabin is disabled) or in 
a lock box that is permanently affixed to the 
interior of vehicle and out of plain view. San 
Francisco also prohibits storing a firearm in 
an unattended vehicle overnight. And to top 
it all off, a misdemeanor conviction can re-
sult in six months in jail and a $10,000 fine!

A law-abiding gun owner who was un-
aware of San Francisco’s byzantine restric-
tions tried to do the right thing.  His gun was 
stolen, he reported it, and now he is being 
prosecuted for violating the SF municipal 
code. CRPA and NRA are assisting his law-
yer with his defense.

No matter how you look at it, mandato-
ry reporting requirements only make it less 
likely that an individual will report the loss 
or theft of a firearm. Recognizing this, both 
former Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
and current Governor Edmund G. Brown 
Jr. vetoed proposed lost or stolen reporting 
legislation. As Governor Brown stated in his 
veto message, “responsible people report 
the loss or theft of a firearm and irrespon-
sible people do not; it is not likely that this 
[proposed law] would change that.” Duh. 

Never taking a sensible “no” as an an-
swer, anti-gun politician Gavin Newsom 
tricked California voters into passing it as 
part of Prop 63. Unsurprisingly, we are un-
aware of a single prosecution for violating 
the requirement since it was enacted.

The moral of that story: Remain silent, 
get a lawyer, and seek immunity before re-
porting a firearm lost or stolen. 

Stay Up-To-Date On California Law. If 
you own a gun in California, the 5th Edition 
of California Gun Laws by firearms attorney 
Chuck Michel could keep you out of jail. 
Get your copy today at http://www.calgun-
lawsbook.com/ or by visiting CRPA’s online 
store at www.crpa.org. 

Are you ready to become 
the eyes and ears at your 
place of worship? On May 14, 
2018, CRPA will be hosting a 
Sheepdog Seminar in South-
ern California (location TBD). 
This seminar will prepare you 
to watch out for anyone and 
anything that threatens the 
safety of your congregation.   

Visit sheepdogsafetytrain-
ing.com for more information 
on this seminar and contact 
protect@crpa.org if YOU are 
ready to take a stand against 
violence.  

*All houses of worship are in-
vited to attend. Please pass 
the word on to your church! 

REPORTING FIREARM STOLEN RESULTS IN
PROSECUTION OF THEFT VICTIM

GUN OWNER HORROR STORIES
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Legal gun owners do not want people who should not have 
a gun to get one.
Unfortunately, if one is opposed to liberal “common sense” 

gun control, you are painted as a gun nut who wants anyone to be 
able to get a gun so that children will die.

There is a place for background checks.  However, I do have 
a problem with politicians and people saying their so-called “com-
mon sense” gun control such as universal background checks will 
make a difference. They won’t do anything to curtail gun violence 
nor will they keep guns out of hands that should not have them.

Here’s why: Background checks on private gun sales put the 
sellers and the buyers on an “honor system” to do the background 
check.  Federally licensed gun dealers must account for every gun 
that passes through their stores, and these are audited by the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF).  

No similar obligation can be forced on private parties, because 
the ATF can’t audit everyone. If buyer and seller don’t feel like 
doing the background check and paying a transfer fee, they simply 
don’t and no one is the wiser. With private sales, the only time law 
enforcement is able to determine if a gun was legally purchased is 
after a crime has been committed.  That’s like closing the prover-
bial barn door after the horse is out.

Liberal lawmakers know this. When their universal background 
checks fail to curtail gun violence, they fight to make laws even 
more restrictive.  They know that gun laws have to be put in place 
incrementally so as not to draw too much attention. This way they 
can gradually approach their goal of banning firearms unless we 
oppose every step.

It is clear that this is their intent as we have seen after the Las 
Vegas massacre. A person who purchased firearms legally after 
passing numerous background checks went on a killing spree.  
Liberals were unable to make a case for additional background 
checks because all background checks were passed and did noth-
ing to stop the killer.

The gun-banners’ solution? Banning bump stocks, limiting 
magazine capacity and a host of other measures that wouldn’t 
have done a thing to stop a Vegas style attack. But stopping 
attacks like this really isn’t the goal.  Nancy Pelosi, after being 
asked if banning bump stocks would lead to a “slippery slope” 
of gun restrictions unapologetically stated “I certainly hope so.”

A very telling and chilling comment from the early years of the 
gun control movement that appeared in the article “A Reporter at 
Large: Handguns” in the New Yorker, July 26, 1976, put this meth-
odology in perspective:

Nelson T. “Pete” Shields, chairman emeritus of Handgun Con-
trol, Inc. (now the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence) was 
quoted in the New Yorker article as saying:

“The final problem is to make the possession of all handguns 
and all handgun ammunition except for the military, policemen, li-
censed security guards, licensed sporting clubs, and licensed gun 
collectors—totally illegal. Yes, I’m for an outright ban on handguns. 

We’ll take one step at a time, and the first is necessarily—given the 
political realities—very modest. We’ll have to start working again 
to strengthen the law, and then again to strengthen the next law, 
and again and again. Our ultimate goal, total control of handguns, 
is going to take time. The first problem is to slow down production 
and sales. Next is to get registration. The final problem is to make 
possession of all handguns and ammunition with a few exceptions 
totally illegal.”

The anti-gun crowd has explicitly told us their plan of action.  
Then they tell us that we are paranoid.  That’s like accusing some-
one of not yet stopping beating his wife.

I generally take people at their word.  If we don’t, it will be too 
late.

We Need to Check Background Checks
by Christopher Eckert, Doctors for Responsible Gun Ownership
Originally posted on www.drgo.us

Christopher Eckert is from NE Pennsylvania, retired from law en-
forcement and a certified firearms instructor. All his docs are gun owners 
and they spend more time comparing what they own than treating him.
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Originally posted on www.gunfacts.info

GUN FACTS

MYTH:
More police officers are killed on duty in states with more guns

FACT: 
Police homicide rates are so low that statistical analysis begs 
inaccuracies due to the rareness of such killings. Using the 
study that made this claim 1 the rate of civilian homicides was 
60 times that of police officers, using the highest rate of police 
homicides. 2 To give you an idea of how small the numbers are, 
a mere 47 officers were killed with guns in 2014 (excluding 
firearm accidents). 3 Thus, the researchers were attempting to 
compare police homicides for each state when, on average, 
there was less than one such homicide per state.

MYTH:
Police favor gun control
FACT:
The National Association of Chiefs of Police polled its mem-
bers 4 and determined that:
• 86% want nationwide reciprocity for concealed carry licens-

ees.
• 76% think armed citizen can help cops reduce violent crime.
• 88% believe any vetted (non-criminal) citizen should be 

able to buy a gun.

FACT:
94% of law enforcement officials believe that citizens should 
be able to purchase firearms for self-defense and sporting pur-
poses. 5

FACT:
In a survey of 15,000 law enforcement professionals: 6

• 96% opposed limiting magazine capacity
• 91% think banning “assault weapons” would have no effect 

or a negative effect
• 62% said they would not enforce new gun control laws

FACT:
65.8% believe there should be no gun rationing, such as ‘one 
gun per month’ schemes.
FACT:
97.9% of police officers believe criminals are able to obtain 
any type of firearm through illegal means.
FACT:
“Gun control has not worked in D.C. The only people who have 
guns are criminals. We have the strictest gun laws in the na-
tion and one of the highest murder rates. It’s quicker to pull 
your Smith & Wesson than to dial 911 if you’re being robbed.” 7

MYTH:
Police are our protection — people don’t need guns
FACT:
Tell that to 14,196 murder victims, 345,031 robbery victims, 
and 79,770 rape victims who the police could not help. 8

FACT: The courts have consistently ruled that the police do 
not have an obligation to protect individuals. In Warren v. Dis-
trict of Columbia Metropolitan Police Department, 444 A.2d 
1 (D.C. App. 1981), the court stated “… courts have without 
exception concluded that when a municipality or other govern-
mental entity undertakes to furnish police services, it assumes 
a duty only to the public at large and not to individual members 
of the community.”
FACT:
There are not enough police to protect everyone. In 1999, 
there were about 150,000 police officers on duty at any one 
time. 9

POLICE and GUNS
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• This is on-duty police.  This includes desk clerks, command 
sergeants, etc.  – far fewer than 150,000 cops are cruising 
your neighborhood.

• There were approximately 271,933,702 people living in the 
United States in 1999.10

• Thus there is only one on-duty cop for every 1,813 citizens!
FACT:
Former Florida Attorney General Jim Smith told Florida legisla-
tors that police responded to only 200,000 of 700,000 calls for 
help to Dade County authorities.
FACT:
The United States Department of Justice found that, in 1989, 
there were 168,881 crimes of violence for which police had not 
responded within 1 hour.
FACT:
95% of the time police arrive too late to prevent a crime or 
arrest the suspect.11

FACT:
75% of protective/restraining orders are violated and police 
often won’t enforce them unless they witness the violation.12

FACT:
Despite prompt law enforcement responses, most armed and 
violent attacks at schools were stopped by means other than 
law enforcement intervention.13 Often these interventions 
were by administrators, teachers, or other students who were 
licensed to carry firearms.

MYTH:
The supply of guns is a danger to law enforcement
FACT:
The courts kill cops by letting felons out of prison early. Of 
police killed in the line of duty:

• 70% are killed by criminals with prior arrest records
• 53% of these criminals have prior convictions
• 22% are on probation when the officer is killed

MYTH:
“Cop Killer” bullets need to be banned
FACT:
KTW rounds, wrongly labeled as “cop killer” bullets, were de-
signed by police officers 14, for use by police to penetrate hard 
targets like car windshields.  KTWs have never been sold to 
the general public. 15

MYTH:
Teflon bullets are designed to penetrate police bullet-proof 
vests
FACT:
KTW rounds are Teflon coated to prevent heat build-up in a 
police officer’s gun barrel, not to pierce body armor. 16

Notes:
1. Firearm Prevalence and Homicides of Law Enforcement Officers in the United States, Swedler, Sim-

mons, Dominici, and Hemenway, American Journal of Public Health, October 2015
2. Using the average national civilian homicide covering the period of their study for police.
3. Officer Down Memorial Page
4. 28th Annual National Survey Results, National Association of Chiefs of Police, 2016 17th Annual 

National Survey of Police Chiefs & Sheriffs, National Association of Chiefs of Police, 2005 Gun Policy 
& Law Enforcement survey, PoliceOne, March 2013

5. Lt. Lowell Duckett, Special Assistant to DC Police Chief; President, Black Police Caucus, The Wash-
ington Post, March 22, 1996FBI Uniform Crime Statistics, 2014

6. US Justice Department, 1998
7. US Census Bureau, 1999 estimate
8. This is 911 … please hold, Witkin, Gordon, Guttman, Monika and Lenzy, Tracy. U.S. News & World 

Report, June 17, 1998
9. Anti-stalking laws usually are unable to protect targets, Ellen Sorokin, Washington Times, April 16, 

2000
10. Threat Assessment In Schools, U.S. Secret Service and U.S. Department of Education, 2002
11. Developed by Daniel Turcos (a police sergeant) and Donald Ward (Dr. Kopsch’s special investigator)
12. Cop Killer Bullets, Mike Casey, July 2000 
13. Threat Assessment In Schools, U.S. Secret Service and U.S. Department of Education, 2002
14. Developed by Daniel Turcos (a police sergeant) and Donald Ward (Dr. Kopsch’s special investigator)
15. Cop Killer Bullets, Mike Casey, July 2000 
16. Cop Killer Bullets, Mike Casey, July 2000 

A  P r o d u c t i o n  o f  C R PA N e w s

VISIT. 
SUBSCRIBE. 
WATCH. 
STAY INFORMED.

www.youtube.com/c/CRPATV



Few things made my father’s parents laugh like Hollywood 
westerns and the myths on which they were based. Their 
laughter was grounded in mutual bona fides.

Both had lived the real wild West as opposed to the reel movie 
and TV fiction of daily quick draw shoot-outs between white hats 
and black hats followed 
by happy endings.

Granddad, nicknamed 
“Montana Jack” for his 
ranch hand time there, 
was a teen Tombstone 
mine worker in 1880 who 
knew the Earps and their 
crew because his cousin 
Eli was an Arizona Terri-
tory Deputy US Marshal, 
gambler and Tucson sa-
loon owner who shared 
ownership of some race 
horses with Wyatt.

Grandmother was part 
Comanche from the rape 
of her grandmother by raiders, family lore has it. Her father and un-
cle, Peter Corn and Lee, were seasoned Indian and outlaw fighting 
Texas Rangers. After moving from Texas to New Mexico Territory 
(NMT) after the Civil War, another uncle, Jasper, became a Lincoln 

County deputy sheriff under 
Pat Garrett, the man famous 
for killing Billy the Kid. Jas-
per was killed in an ambush 
in Las Vegas, NMT when it 
was dominated by the infa-
mous Dodge City Gang of 
gunfighters, gamblers pimps 
and robbers that had moved 
in from Kansas to exploit the 
new boomtown.

While one part of her 
large family helped found 
Roswell, her parents settled 
near Seven Rivers when it 
was a haven for outlaws, 
gamblers and shootists. She 

knew the difference be-
tween the mythical Pat 
Garrett with the steady 
gun hand and the real 
shaky handed Garrett 
the drunk who was bare-
ly sober enough to finish 
the adobe structures he 
had contracted to build 
on her family ranch.

So when actor Hugh 
O’Brian’s Wyatt Earp -- 
the lawman indelibly as-
sociated with frontier gun 

control in the public mind -- was shown clubbing some gun carrier 
with his 12 inch barreled “Buntline Special” Colt .45 in zealous en-
forcement of the Dodge City or Tombstone gun carry ban on TV’s 
The Life and Legend of Wyatt Earp, the chortling started -- and not 
just about the action.

Grandfather knew Earp didn’t have a long barreled Colt gifted 
to him by 19th century pulp novel writer Ned Buntline despite the 
fact that its existence was an article of absolute faith then among 
western lore aficionados.

Chortles could turn to ribald laughter if O’Brian delivered a lec-
ture about gun carry endangering the public or the importance of 
obeying the law. When that action played out against the show’s 
theme song that said “Wyatt cleaned-up the wild West country and 
made law and order prevail,” he’d say, they gotta be talking about 
somebody else or some other town, before noting that Wyatt and 

his Tombstone town marshal brothers saw plenty of people -- Doc 
Holiday being just one -- illegally carrying guns in Tombstone and 
could not have cared less. 

The reason was that enforcement of the anti carry ordinances 
in Tombstone and Dodge City and other frontier towns like Dead-
wood, South Dakota that had them were highly selective. In Tomb-
stone, those friendly with the Earps and their buddies got a pass. 
In Dodge City those friendly with the powers that be and or the 
Dodge City Gang -- which included Wyatt when there -- got a pass 
too on the side of Dodge with the carry ban. That “side” is a rarely

Did the Wild West Really have 
More Gun Control than We Do?

by Dan Gifford, Film Producer and Reporter

Claims it did are partial truth political narratives intended
to deceive. Truth is, the oft mentioned Dodge City and Tombstone laws

were selectively enforced because they had far more to do with disarming political, 
business and crime rivals than protecting public safety.
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“Wyatt cleaned-up the wild West 
country and made law and order prevail.”

| www.crpa.org
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mentioned fact.
Dodge City was actually two towns, one incorporated the oth-

er not, controlled by warring political factions that almost went to 
shooting at each other.

That close call brought to-
gether this group of the day’s 
most famous -- or infamous -- 
gunmen like Bat Masterson and 
Wyatt Earp to back the Dodge 
City Gang. The other side 
backed down.

The two Dodges were sep-
arated by railroad tracks known 
as the Dead Line that ran down 
the middle of Front Street, it’s 
main drag.

The famous sign 
reading “The Carrying 
of Firearms Strictly 
Prohibited” so often 
used to promote 
similar laws today 
was at the entrance 
to the North incorpo-
rated portion where 
the “decent” Dodge 
permanent residents 
sought to exclude riffraff like the drovers and maintain a some-

what puritan lifestyle. Women were not allowed in saloons and 
singing or dancing was against the law.

The cowboys and other undesirables were supposed to stay 
below the Deadline according to Wyatt Earp in the book The Old 
West in Fact and Film: History Versus Hollywood: “Below the 
deadline, as far as the marshals force was concerned, almost any-
thing went, and a man could get away with gunplay if he wasn’t too 
careless about lead. North of the railroad, gun toting was justifica-
tion for shooting on site, if an officer was so inclined, and meant 

certain arrest.”
Sounds like cut no slack enforcement, but there are simply too 

many accounts of gun carry on the North side to believe Earp’s 
account was anything other than his famed self promoting hyper-
bole. One example is the 1879 gunfight in the Long Branch Sa-
loon between gamblers Frank Loving and Levi Richardson. Loving 
killed Richardson and a magistrate ruled the killing justifiable self 
defense. Even so, why was he not charged with illegal gun carry?

Possibly because Dodge’s no carry laws and others like it else-
where were not put on the books purely for public safety reasons 
as anti-Second Amendment activists claim in the many stories with 
titles like these:

• Dodge City Believed in Strict Gun Control - NYTimes.com
• Even the Old West had gun control - TheHill
• Gun laws were actually stricter then than now - Daily Kos
Those headlines only represent partial truths in that while some 

frontier towns did enact ordinances against the carrying of weap-
ons in town, they were enacted during a period when the Bill of 
Rights did not apply to the states. If a town wanted to ban a book, 
a play, a song or a newspaper story, it could.

Old  
guys like 
me can 
remember 
almost 
nobody 
questioned 
the ban-
ning of pop 
songs like 
the Everly 
Brothers’ 
hit Wake Up Little Susie in 1956 in many places or books like 
Peyton Place until 1971 and For Whom the Bell Tolls until the 
1970s plus many others.

In that environment, the written right to arms of the Kansas
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“A person has the right to keep and bear 
arms for the defense of self, family, 

home and state ...”
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Constitution that read “A person has the right to keep and bear 
arms for the defense of self, family, home and state ...” or of Arizo-
na Territory’s constitution reading “The right of the people to keep 
and bear arms for their own defense and that of the government 
shall not be infringed” meant squat.

Considering that the powers that be in places like Tombstone, 
Dodge City, Deadwood, South Dakota and many other frontier 
towns tended to be the saloon owners, gamblers and pimps -- like 
the Earps -- that often started the towns and provided the draws 
that kept money flowing in, business competition from outsiders 
with guns wanting either a piece or all of their action was some-
thing they did not want.

That is why the real reason for Tombstone’s anti weapon carry 
ordinance was to disarm those who wanted to muscle in on the 
gambling, prostitution, liquor, extortion and robbery profits from 
which those in power got a cut, according to my grandfather and 
other old guys in and around his Globe - Miami, Arizona home I 
met who had been in Tombstone during the Earp’s reign. Their 
reign could have ended abruptly, wrote Roger Jay in Wild West 
magazine, had the Tombstone “Gambler’s War” turned out differ-
ently:

“It raged during the fall and winter of 1880-81, and if the Earp 
brothers and Doc Holliday had lost it, they’d have had no choice 
but to clear out of Tombstone, Arizona Territory. The blood feud 
with the Sheriff John Behan–Cowboy faction would never have 
happened. No O.K. Corral. No Vendetta. No The Life and Legend 
of Wyatt Earp TV series starring Hugh O’Brian.

The rivals in Tombstone’s ‘Gamblers’ War’ were the ‘Slop-
ers,’ sporting men who had operated on the Pacific Coast, in and 
around San Francisco and the mining camps of the Sierra Neva-
das — Aurora, Bodie, Virginia City — and the ‘Easterners,’ men 
who in the 1870s had run the faro layouts, keno rooms and poker 
games at the end of the cattle trails in Kansas, the beginning of the 
trails in Texas and points in between. The Earps and Holliday were 
prominent Easterners.”

The Earps were also Republicans and Civil War Union backers 
while the Cochise County Cowboys and Sheriff Behan were Dem-
ocrats and Confederate sympathizers. Even so, the two factions 
were strange bedfellow partners in crime whose disagreements 
were the real cause of their OK Coral gun battle, according to then 
sheriff Johnny Behan, in this December 7, 1897 Washington Post 
interview:

“The Clanton brothers and the McLowrys were a tough lot of 
rustlers who were the main perpetrators of the rascally rife in that 
region. Between them and Earps rose a bitter feud over the divi-
sion of the proceeds of the looting. The Earp boys believed they 
had failed to get a fair divide of the booty and swore vengeance. 
They caught their former allies in Tombstone unarmed and shot 
three of them dead while their hands were uplifted. They were 
hauled up before a Justice of the Peace... Warrants were issued 
for their arrest, and, summoning a posse, I went out to bring the 
Earps in. They were chased entirely out of the country and Tomb-
stone knew them no more.”

Though it be probable heresy to many, the straight arrow law-
man image of Wyatt portrayed by O’Brian and many other actors 
in films and TV shows was an invention of 19th century writer Ned 
Buntline and the self promotion of Wyatt and his wife to writer 
Stuart N. Lake. Lake’s 1930s book, Wyatt Earp: Frontier Marshal. 
Wyatt and his wife pressured Lake to write what they wanted that 
made them look best and it was those accounts that established 
many unchallengeable myths about Wyatt that were actually fabri-
cations -- and not just about Wyatt.

His close friend Doc Holliday was far worse than depicted in 
legend and film according to descriptions of him at the time like 
this one in the July 20, 1881 issue of The Las Vegas Optic (Las 
Vegas NMT): “A shiftless, bagged-legged character - a killer and 
professional cut-throat and not a wit too refined to rob stages or 
even steal sheep.” Holiday was rumored to have robbed a stage 
outside Tombstone and murdered its driver, among other crimes. 
It’s worth remembering that when Wyatt, the man “who made law 
and order prevail,” traveled with Doc Holliday to Colorado, he was 
abetting Doc’s escape from a murder warrant for which Arizona 
sought Doc’s extradition.

But what are a few inconvenient historical facts when social 
and political agendas can be justified by historical fabrications? 
And that’s exactly what the myth of wild west gun control, as 
framed by those who want it to be so in order to achieve their 
goals today, happens to be.

In short, we are following the advice given in the film The Man 
Who Shot Liberty Valance that is a sure way to undermine sane 
public policy:

“This is the West, sir.  When the legend becomes fact, print the 
legend.”

Dan Gifford
Film Producer and Reporter
National Emmy-winning, Oscar-nominated film producer and former reporter for CNN, The MacNeil-Lehrer News Hour 
and ABC News. For more info about Dan please visit https://patch.com/users/dan-gifford
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I always try to have the volunteer quote be something 
inspiring. Something that will make you want to leap out 
of your seat and call CRPA to volunteer. Well, if THIS 

quote doesn’t stir something inside of you, I do not know 
what will. 
Our leaders in California have become the paradigm of 

ILL-informed, reactionary, and anti-Second Amendment pol-
iticians. Kevin de León is a prime example. His rambling, 
semi-coherent and completely inaccurate statements are a 
huge reason why we need YOU! We need passionate CRPA 
representatives like you to help volunteer at events where 
you can speak with potential new members and EDUCATE 
them on the TRUE meaning behind our Right to Bear Arms. 
We need volunteers to help contact these politicians and say 
ENOUGH! Call, write, or email volunteer@crpa.org today 
and become a part of our AMAZING Volunteer Crew.

“…..Thirty magazine clip in half a second…..”

by Heather Allen, CRPA Volunteer Coordinator

Heather Allen serves as the Volunteer Coordinator for the CRPA. Heather comes from a 
Criminal Justice background which included working for the District Attorney’s Office in 
Newport Beach and interning at the Attorney General’s Office for the State of Hawaii in 
Honolulu.

Heather Allen 
CRPA Volunteer Coordinator

VOLUNTEERING with CRPA

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  A L L  O U R  V O L U N T E E R S
Especially: Mike Barranco, Kathy & Galvin Graham, Dave & Lynne Brown,Tim McMahon, 
Barry Deditch, Ken Moore, Dennis Fuente, Dianna Slone, Virginia Duncan, Lyn Collins, 
Brian & Emily Collins, Preston Smith, Jebb Harris, Art Grant, Emily Casavan, Jack Ein-
wechter, Mike & Laura Rosenbaum, Pete Bakatich, Joe Richards, Don Sadler, Richard 
D’Alosio, Ed Curry, Don Mendenhall, Ray Spinelli, Art Ayala, David Lopez, Brian Ouellette, 
Mike McKenna, Bryan Thompson, Dennis Fuente, John Crites, John Murakami, Mark 
Friedman, John Vertido, Barry Bookman, Mike Nichols, Ed Theesfeld, Paul Chappel, Rich 
Damschen, Jerry Clark, Jerry Johnson, Chris Wulf, Jimmy Richardson, Gary Poteet, Fabi-
an Derache, Cheryl Johnson, Mike Lux, Jack Hawley, Keith Heckman, Mike Callison, Barry 
Bardack, Dennis Kenneally, Dennis Lanni, Tom Thomas, Jason Ralston, Everett Thompson, 
William Beretta, and Edward Sanchez. 

 “This is a ghost gun. This right here has the 
ability with a .30-caliber clip to disperse with 30 
bullets within half a second. Thirty magazine 
clip in half a second.” 

 – Senator Kevin de León
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Dianna, a CRPA Life Member since 2012, is origi-
nally from West Los Angeles and has lived in Or-
ange county since 1988. CRPA is happy to have 

Dianna as our very own Orange County Area coordina-
tor. Her first firearm purchase was a single action Colt .45 
back in 1978. However, she did not start shooting con-
sistently until after purchasing her 9mm Springfield XD in 
2012 where she enjoys firing it at her favorite range, Fire-
stone in Brea. She is highly involved with Boy Scouts of 
America and enjoys helping with their Venturing program. 
Dianna is a woman of many 
talents! She is a Certified 
Pistol, Shotgun, Rifle and 
Muzzle Loading Instructor. 
She is an NRA/BSA Pistol In-
structor, Personal Protection 
Instructor and also holds the 
title of Chief Range Safety 
Officer. Soon, students will be able to take a Women’s Self 

Defense Awareness Course with Dianna at our Fullerton 
office!

When asked to comment on her road to empowerment 
Dianna had this to say:

“I went from a woman who used to be afraid of her own 
shadow to someone who loves to teach others the impor-
tance of self-protection. The bottom line is that I refuse to 
be a victim and I am standing up for my rights.”

And for all the potential CRPA volunteers out there lis-
ten up!

From everyone here at CRPA, 
THANK YOU for all you do, Dianna!

Congratulations! 
Dianna Slone

VOLUNTEER

SPOTLIGHT

| www.crpa.org

“There are almost 10 million gun owners in California. If you are 
not supporting CRPA you are supporting losing our gun rights. 
This is how it’s done (volunteering). If you want to bring our 
Second Amendment rights back in California, you need to be a 
part of the fight!” 

We’re Social | FOLLOW US
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Talking to Mr. Powell was the high-
light of my day at work at the Cali-
fornia Rifle & Pistol Association. He 
was my favorite volunteer and was 
my very first Volunteer Spotlight in 

our magazine. He was extremely nice 
and cheerful and I am so thankful 

that I was able to meet him in person 
a few months ago. I am happy to 

hear that he had such a large, loving 
family. My heart goes out to every-

one that will miss him so greatly. Mr. 
Powell was Fresno's biggest 2nd 

Amendment supporter and the CRPA 
is extremely grateful to have had his 

help. I will miss hearing his sweet 
voice but look forward to seeing 

him again! I know he is having some 
good conversations with my dad 

right now. Prayers to all his friends 
and family.

Heather Allen
February 08, 2018 | Huntington 

Beach, CA | Friend

“In Memory of
George Allen Powell, Jr.

December 3, 1936 - January 31, 2018

George Allen Powell Jr., age 
81, of Fresno, California Entered 
into Rest on Wednesday Janu-
ary 31, 2018. George was born 
December 3, 1936 in Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

George is survived by his wife, 
Carolyn Powell; daughter Moni-
ca Leah Huber; daughter Janice 
Sales; step-daughter Cynthia 
Jean Sanders; and step-daughter 
Carol Alison Moon. George will 
also be lovingly remembered by 
his 12 grandchildren and his 14 
great-grandchildren.

Fond memories and expres-
sions of sympathy may be shared 
at www.boicefuneralhome.com for 
the Powell family.



CRPA:
Obviously Bass Pro as a large retail-
er wants to appeal to the gun owning 
and hunting community, but your store 
specifically has been very proactive in 
working with NRA and CRPA along with 
other organizations in the 2A efforts. 
What does that mean to you personally 
as someone who ultimately is responsi-
ble for your store and outreach to your 
community here in southern California?

Bob Minor:
Bass Pro is all about relation-
ship building with conservation 
groups and outdoor lifestyle advo-
cate groups.  It is our duty, which I 
passionately embrace, to protect 
and nurture those relationships. 
We weave this together with an 
approach of supporting families 
hunting and shooting together. We 
celebrate the rich heritage of gen-
erations that have passed on the 
love of the outdoors along with the 
love of hunting and shooting.  When 
aligning with groups that support 
this mission, we naturally reach out 
to CRPA and the NRA to foster pro-
tecting and growing this heritage.  
Personally I believe we are in a fight 
for our rights that must be protected.  
We must fortify and be many-strong 
to protect our shooting and hunting 
heritages and future.

CRPA:
From a business perspective there is 
always a healthy aspect of competition 
with other stores. However, fighting 
to preserve our Second Amendment 
needs to be a unified effort. What is your 
message to all of those individuals, FFL 
or not, who have a platform with an op-
portunity to help the movement?

Bob Minor:
To our competitors and anyone pas-
sionate about preserving our rights 
– I challenge each of them, FFL or 
not, to not leave the fight only to 
the big guys. The battle starts with 
the smallest voice and grows from 
there! A united front to protect our 
2ndAmendment rights is critical to 
our long term success. Get involved 
and volunteer –this is key and the 
single greatest contribution that 
can be made. If unable to volunteer, 
support by funding the effort. To do 
nothing, when you’re passionate 
about something, is not a stance in 
tandem with fortifying the cause.

CRPA:
Here is an opportunity to toot your own 
horn for a second, are there any things 
that are sustained or in the works that 
Bass Pro

CRPA is growing relationships with individuals, businesses, and organizations all over the state 
through Grassroots Outreach. All contributions toward the fight to preserve California’s Second 
Amendment Rights are critical. Bob Minor, General Manager of Bass Pro Rancho Cucamonga 
touches on the subject as he was gracious enough to answer a few questions coming from an 
organization that CRPA has a long lasting, and ever strengthening relationship with.

Grassroots Outreach - Outreach, Mobilize, Engage

CRPA On The GO
by Kevin Small, CRPA Grassroots Specialist

The CRPA Grassroots Outreach 
and Volunteer Corps needs passion-
ate volunteers in every California 
county to advance the CRPA’s mis-
sion to protect and defend the right to 
keep and bear arms.

CRPA has built and is expanding 
its team of grassroots activists and 
volunteers who serve, educate, and 
engage gun owners and shooters in 
the political process, help get out the 
pro-gun vote, and help put on shoot-
ing and hunting events.

 Thousands of CRPA members 
who are dedicated to supporting Sec-
ond Amendment rights are taking 
charge in their communities! These 
CRPA grassroots activist leaders help 
us make this volunteer army more 
powerful and effective!

*If you would like to host a private GO 
Meeting with your local club, please 
contact Kevin Small, CRPA Grass-
roots Specialist at ksmall@crpa.org.

GO Meeting
Date: April 24, 2018
Time: 6:30-9pm
Location: FT3 Tactical
    8230 Electric Avenue
    Stanton, CA 90680
    (714) 677-2481

VOLUNTEERS
ARE OUR MOST

POWERFUL WEAPON
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is doing to aid or support the community that you would like 
to communicate?

Bob Minor:
Bass Pro is all about families!  Enjoy and conserve our 
natural resources. Protect our natural resources by 
conserving and volunteering in the effort. Each Bass 
Pro store brings the outdoors in with our beautifully 
appointed stores. Those that can’t get away can dream 
and for those planning an outdoor adventure Bass Pro 
wants to be your headquarters. We are so thrilled to be 
part of this and very excited to celebrate our upcoming 
11th year serving our local community, Southern Califor-
nia  and beyond.  Our approach centers around enjoying 
the outdoors with hunting (and fishing!) at the forefront!  
Take a class for obtaining your Hunting License, learn to 

handle and shoot a firearm, attend a workshop centered 
around your outdoor interests and learn one-on-one 
from our knowledgeable selling associates.

CRPA:
There are a lot of ways that new legislation being made law 
can effect Californians. Whether it be the individual consum-
er, the smaller FFL, or the larger chain stores like Bass Pro, 
what level of importance or urgency do you put on activism in 
this state coming into the new year pertaining to the fact that 
2018 is an election year?

Bob Minor:
Activism is a must for us to win. The cause is real. The 
time is now. Everyone with passion for the cause must 
participate – choose a method to do so and run with it! 

 33CRPA FIRING LINE | 

As a recent graduate from the University of La Verne, Kevin is focused on serving a mission that he 
believes in. Assisting others with their transformation as they educate themselves to take action in sup-
porting the 2A community. Kevin enjoys shooting and is developing a passion for hunting.

Kevin Small
 CRPA Grassroots Specialist



The NRA / CRPA Range Assistance Program as-
sists California ranges facing environmental, noise, 
safety, and other issues; they also advise ranges on 
best management practices. 

If your range needs assistance, proactive informa-
tion that could help your range avoid problems in the 
future, or wants to help CRPA fight for the RKBA by 
turning your range into a CRPA / NRA activist center, 
contact CRPA at contact@CRPA.org.

STAY CURRENT ON
BEST RANGE

MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

LET CRPA HELP YOU
PROTECT

YOUR
RANGE!
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PLACES TO SHOOT
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA SOUTHERN CALIFORNIACENTRAL CALIFORNIA
To find more ranges in you area, visit www.wheretoshoot.org

Guns Fishing & Other Stuff
197 Butcher Road
Vacaville, CA 95687
(707) 451-1199
www.gunsfishing.com
Open to Public
Indoor
Handgun, Rifle

Kern County Gun Club
12450 Shotgun Road
Bakersfield, CA 93311
(661) 765-5818
www.kerncountygunclub.com
Open to Public
Indoor
Shotgun, Trap, Skeet

Shooters Paradise
1407 Colusa Hwy A
Yuba City, CA 95993
(530) 673-4100
www.shootersparadise.us
Open to Public
Indoor
Handgun, Rifle

5 Dogs Range, Inc.
20238 Woody Road
Bakersfield, CA 93308
(661) 399-7296
www.5dogsrange.com
Private, Membership Available
Outdoor
Shotguns,Handgun, Rifle

Nice Shot Range
4765 Caterpillar Road
Redding, CA 96003
(530) 241-6486
www.niceshot.net
Open to Public
Indoor
Handgun, Rifle

Rankin Field Weapons Range
20000 Road 140
Tulare, CA 93274
(559) 684-8853
www.rankinfield.org
Open to Public
Memberships Available
Outdoor
Handgun, Rifle

Southern California Sharpshooter
1827 West 208th Street
Torrance, CA 90501
(310) 618-9971
www.angelesshooting.com
Open to Public
Indoor
Rifle, Shotgun

Poway Weapons & Gear Range
13550 Danielson Street
Poway, CA 92064
(858) 206-5057
www.weaponsandgearrange.com
Open to Public, Memberships Available 
Indoor
Handgun, Rifle, Shotgun
FT3 Tactical
8230 Electric Avenue
Stanton, CA 90680
(714) 677-2481
www.fieldtimetargetandtraining.com
Open to Public, Memberships Available
Indoor
Handgun, Rifle, Shotgun
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master EVENTS Calendar

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA

CENTRAL CALIFORNIACENTRAL CALIFORNIA
Central Coast Santa Maria 
Gun Show
Santa Maria Fairpark
937 S Thornburg Street
Santa Maria, CA 93458
March 17th - 18th

Central Coast Fresno
Gun Show
Fresno County Fairgrounds
1121 South Chance Avenue
Fresno, CA 93702
March 24th - 25th

Mountain Aire Visalia
Gun Expo
Visalia Convention Center
303 E Acequia Avenue
Visalia, CA 93291
March 24th - 25th

Bakersfield Fred Hall Show
Kern County Fairgrounds
1142 S P Street
Bakersfield, CA 93307
March 2nd - 4th

Long Beach Fred Hall Show
Long Beach Convention Center
300 E Ocean Blvd.
Long Beach, CA 90802
March 7th - 11th

Crossroads Del Mar Gun Show
Del Mar Fairgrounds
2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd
Del Mar, CA 92014
March 17th - 18th

Del Mar Fred Hall Show
Del Mar Fairgrounds
2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd
Del Mar, CA 92014
March 22nd - 25th

Crossroads Costa Mesa Gun Show
OC Fair & Event Center
88 Fair Drive
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
March 24th - 25th

Crossroads Ontario Gun Show
Ontario Convention Center
2000 E Convention Center Way 
Ontario, CA 91764
March 10th - 11th

NORTHERN CALIFORNIANORTHERN CALIFORNIA NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
Mountain Aire Fairfield Gun Expo
Specialty Events Center
300 Chadbourne Road
Fairfield, CA 94533
March 3rd - 4th

The Big Reno Show
Reno Sparks Convention Center
4590 South Virginia Street
Reno, NV 89502
March 9th - 11th

Mountain Aire Auburn Gun Expo
Gold Country Fairgrounds
1273 High Street
Auburn, CA 95603
March 17th - 18th

Chico Gun Club Show
Chico Masonic Family Center
1110 West East Avenue
Chico, CA 95926
March 17th - 18th

Buck Stop Eureka Gun Show
Redwood Acres
3750 Harris Street
Eureka, CA 95503
March 17th - 18th

Buck Stop Ukiah Gun Show 
Redwood Empire Fairgrounds
1055 N State Street
Ukiah, CA 95482
March 10th - 11th

Yuba City Gun Show
Yuba-Sutter Fairgrounds
442 Franklin Avenue
Yuba City, CA 95991
March 3rd - 4th

Redding Gun Show
Holiday Inn
1900 Hilltop Drive
Redding, CA 96002
March 3rd - 4th

MARCH

2-4 7-11 17-18 21-25

List your events on CRPA’s
Master Events Calendar!

Send an email to EVENTS@CRPA.ORG
with your event’s NAME, DATE, TIME, LOCATION & ANY 

OTHER FUN DETAILS
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Central Coast Bakersfield 
Gun Show
Kern County Fairgrounds
1142 S P Street
Bakersfield, CA 93307
April 14th-15th

Code of the West San Jose 
Gun Show
Santa Clara County Fairgrounds
344 Tully Road
San Jose, CA 95111
April 7th - 8th

Code of the West Vallejo 
Gun Show
Solano County Fairgrounds
900 Fairgrounds Drive
Vallejo, CA 94589
April 28th - 29th

Redding Sportsmans Expo
Redding Civic Auditorium
700 Auditorium Drive
Redding, CA 96001
April 7th - 8th

Crossroads Daly City Gun Show
Cow Palace      
2600 Geneva Avenue
Daly City, CA 94014
April 14th - 15th

Willows VFW Gun Show
Willows VFW Hall
525 West Sycamore Street
Willows, CA 95988
April 21st  - 22nd

Crossroads Ventura Gun Show
Ventura County Fairgrounds
10 Harbor Blvd 
Ventura, CA 93001
April 28th - 29th

Lancaster Gun Show
Antelope Valley Fairgrounds
2551 W Avenue H
Lancaster, CA 93536
April 21st - 22nd

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIACENTRAL CALIFORNIA

7-8 14-15 21-22 28-29

master EVENTS Calendar

NORTHERN CALIFORNIANORTHERN CALIFORNIA NORTHERN CALIFORNIA NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

For  more
in fo rmat ion  v is i t :

www.crpa .o rg /events

APRIL

37CRPA FIRING LINE | 

TAG US
@CRPANEWS  |  @CRPAORG  |  #CRPA

We’re Social | FOLLOW US



HUNTER EDUCATION COURSES
Hunter’s Education
In most states, hunters cannot hunt legally unless they have had 
formal education in the proper handling of firearms. California re-
quires hunter education training for all new hunters. Traditional 
Hunter Education is most preferred by first time hunters, consisting 
of instruction in the following areas: firearms safety and handling, 
sportsmanship and ethics, wildlife management and conserva-
tion, archery, black 
powder, wildlife 
identification, game 
care, first aid, and 
survival. After suc-
cessful passing of 
the course and final 
exam, the Certifi-
cate of Completion 
is awarded.

Game Cooking Seminar
You’ve got your hunting license and can safely and responsibly 
harvest game; now how do you cook it? CRPA’s Game Cooking 
Seminar teaches students everything they need to know about 

wild game prepara-
tion, cooking tech-
niques, and more. 
Learn delicious and 
easy recipes from 
one of our experts 
so you can wow 
your friends and 
family with a tasty 
and nutritious or-
ganic meal. Regis-
ter today and take 
your cooking skills 
to the next level.

SURVIVAL COURSES
Wilderness First Aid Clinic
When you go out into the wilderness are you truly prepared? You 
never know what Mother Nature might throw at you. Scrapes, 
bruises, and broken bones can all occur out on the trail; could 
you treat and stabilize yourself or an injured person? Sign up for 
our Wilderness First Aid Clinic and learn these essential skills for 
any outdoorsman. Learn how to treat cuts, broken bones, burns, 
gunshot wounds, and more. If you plan on spending any stretch of 
time in the wilderness, this class is a must.

Map & Compass Navigation Certification
In this era of smart phones and GPS navigation, the ability to nav-
igate effectively has been greatly overlooked. While your phone 
may be able to tell you where to go, what would you do if it stopped 
working or ran out of battery? Could you find your way home or out 
of the woods? This class will teach you how to become comfort-
able using a topographical map and compass and leave you with 
the ability to problem solve and navigate in the field. You will learn 
how to read topography, how to use a navigation compass, how to 
triangulate your position when lost and much more.

Wildlife Trapping & Tracking
Learn the essentials of tracking and harvesting wild game in this 
one of a kind course. Learn the vital skills necessary for anyone 
looking to become a true master of outdoor survival and bush 
craft. This course will go beyond anything you can learn in a book 
or online; it will give you the tips and tricks to make you truly ef-
fective at tracking in the field. By taking this course, you will learn 
how to track wild animals, people for search and rescue, how to 
construct various traps and snares, and more. This intensive one-
day course will truly prepare you to catch wild game in the field 
with minimal supplies.

Disaster Preparedness Training
CRPA offers many different Disaster Preparedness training cours-
es. From natural disasters such as earthquakes and fires, to vio-
lent disasters such as terrorist attacks and kidnapping. Learn the 
best ways to be prepared to survive and endure the aftermath of 
these disasters. Topics cover how to pack for safety, what to be 
cautious of when in an unfamiliar environment and how to survive 
through such disasters.
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Women’s Self-Defense Awareness Training
These 2-4-hour seminars are geared towards critical thinking and 
exposure to the real-life threat possibilities. There is nothing worse 
than being mentally unprepared when faced with a threat; whether 
that be a threat encountered in the comfort of your own home or 
a threat that you are faced with when you absolutely least expect 
it. The goal of this seminar is to prepare you and women alike, to 
never be faced with a threat you weren’t already mentally prepared 
for. Some threats are difficult to think about, but if you can face 
them in your mind – you have a much better chance of recognizing 
the threat and getting to safety before you become the target.

SPECIALTY COURSES

Photography Class
Bring your favorite camera (smart phones count) to this 1 and 1/2  
hour open-instructional Photography class. Get tips from an expert 
that will help you build your knowledge base on camera functions 
and tips and tricks for frame-able pictures.

Outdoor Photography Clinic
Learn how to photograph a 
hunt during these exclusive 
outdoor opportunities. Learn 
from a certified professional 
the best way to capture the 
action in a safe and success-
ful way! Submit your photo-
graphs to CRPA for a chance 
to have your photos featured 
in our magazine.

STUDENT TESTIMONIALS

Tarry is a recent graduate of Cal State Monterey Bay and holds a Bachelors in Psychology. She is fasci-
nated in understanding the criminal mindset and utilizes that knowledge to live a safer life. At a very young 
age, Tarryn learned the importance of being street wise and is thankful for her background in self-defense 
and mental preparedness. 

Tarryn Binnings
CRPA Training Coordinator

Pre -CCW Class

Excellent presentation, honest, unbiased CCW history. Very 
well spoken presenter.

Victor, V.
North Hills, CA

Hunter Education Class

The class experience was good. Trainers were passionate 
and it was clear that their number one objective was to en-
sure safety above all other things.

Kevin, S.
Brea, CA

If you have taken a class with us and would like to share 
your experiences and thoughts, please feel free to email the 
CRPA Training Coordinator at tbinnings@crpa.org.

We’re Social | FOLLOW US
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Can you see yourself leading a group of new shooters 
through the journey of safe firearm handling and use or 
sharpening the skills of a marksman? What about guiding 
classes of families and growing kids on the path to becoming 
a responsible and ethical hunter? Join forces with California 
instructors to keep education and interest alive! Commit to 
the mission of education and let us know how we can help. 
Tell us which classes you would like to instruct and we will 
help provide you with the resources to do so, from start to 
finish.

Please fill out our Instructor Course Form for Instructors to 
begin the process with CRPA.

Trainers Wanted!
First Name:         Middle Initial:

Last Name:         

Primary Phone:         Secondary Phone (optional):

Email: 

CRPA Member #:

Location (City, County):

Which Instructor Course are you interested in taking?
(please check those that apply)

T H A N K  Y O U !
Return to the California Rifle & Pistol Association

Attn: Training Department
271 E. Imperial Highway, Suite #620, Fullerton, CA 92835

Phone: (800) 305-2772   |   Email: training@crpa.org

Home Safety Courses
Rifle Courses

Pistol Courses
Shotgun Courses

Personal Protection Chief RSO

I want to become an NRA Instructor:

LA / Orange County
Inland Empire

Central Region
Sacarmento County

San Diego San Fransico Bay Area

I want to become an AHA Certified First Aid / CPR / 
AED Instructor:

Wilderness Survival
Map & Compass
Certification

Wilderness First-Aid
Wildlife Trapping &
Tracking

How to Survive the
Zombie Apocalypse

Emergency Preparedness

I want to teach Survival Skills Course and I have
experience in the following:

Northern District
Central District

North Coast District
Southern District

I want to become a Hunter Education Instructor:
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CRPA SPORTS

CIVILIAN MARKSMANSHIP
PROGRAM

TO LEARN MORE, COME VISIT:

CRPA.ORG/CIVILIAN-MARKSMANSHIP-PROGRAM

 CRPA works with and supports the Civilian Marksmanship Program (CMP), a national organization created 
by federal law that, like CRPA, provides training and education to citizens who own a firearm or airgun for hunting, 
sport or to defend themselves or their loved ones.
 The CMP’s highest priority is serving youth through gun saftey training and marksmanship events that en-
courage personnal growth and build life skills. CRPA whole-heartedly joins in and supports these efforts!
 CMP has also developed excellent match management systems and procedures for putting on competitive 
and recreational shooting events that are being incorporated into CRPA’s event and match management processes.
 CMP also sells surplus .30 and .22 military rifles to qualified U.S. citizens at a great price! Check them out at 
www.thecmp.org. 
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by Rick Travis, CRPA Executive Director
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Imagine a time in the not too distant future going out 
to eat sushi in your favorite neighborhood restau-
rant, or stopping by your local fish market at the 

grocery store you frequent or stopping by a fish house 
chain (Kings, Red Lobster, Etc.) and being told sorry we 
have no fish. In each case the person helping you out 
informs you that wild fish are for sharks, sea lions and 
other ocean predators. You look at your dinner party as 
you’re served what used to be a side salad as your main 
course. Sounds completely ridiculous…but is it?
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The anti-hunting movement in California is looking to bring 
the above scenario to restaurants, public barbeques, and 
yes, your own home very soon if successful. For years they 
have employed aggressive tactics with one goal in mind…
the complete elimination of hunting. They deploy a series of 
tactics that are designed to wear down the knowledgeable 
voter and at the same time be very palatable to the unedu-
cated voter in this state. 

Anti-hunting groups spend millions of dollars raised to 
utilize tactics that are based solely on emotional appeals to 
save wildlife. Take your average Sunday morning commer-
cial which asks for donations to the Humane Society of  the 
United States (HSUS) and People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals (PETA). They sell shirts with animals outlining the 
country and claim that for pennies a day you can save the 
inserted animal image. This hoax has been emotionally de-
ployed on millions of unwitting Americans for decades. The 
reality is horrifying. Take the Virginia Department of Agricul-
ture and Consumer Services 2016 report (animal euthanasia 
statistics are required by law since 1998) that shows 72% 
of the animals taken in at their national headquarters were 
killed! A 2010 audit by the state found that on average PETA 
kills 85% of the animals they take in and their kill rate is 16.3 
times that of other animal shelters in their headquarters’ 
state.

Humanewatch.org, who monitors HSUS, reports that 
while taking in 100 million a year, they do little to stop the 4 
million animals euthanized yearly, even though their donors 
are led to believe the money goes to save those very same 
animals. So where does the money go? It in part goes to fund 
the anti-hunting movement here in this state. The hypocrisy 
knows no limits when it comes to emotional based appeals 
to advance their deadly agenda. 

The opposition to hunting creates inane events encom-
passing everything from elementary school classrooms to 
government hearings at all levels. Fish and Game Commit-
tee meetings have frequently been the stage for a variety of 
obscene acts, such as grandmothers in predator costumes 
howling and barking while their imaginary interpreter tells the 
audience what they are communicating. Children being led 
up to the stage to plea for the safety of animals such as coy-

otes who number in the millions. These very appeals foster 
regulations that lead to the decimation of specific species, 
such as Black tailed deer, in this state. Somehow, an abun-
dant predator becomes sacred, while a scarce deer species 
becomes something to be sacrificed on their trust fund alter.

These outlandish acts of absurdity have been often con-
doned, and in some cases encouraged, by government offi-
cials and the media with little care for the total environment. 
The impact of these antics has led to a series of proposed 
management plans that are based on emotional appeals in-
stead of hard science. Many of these plans are focused on 
the needs of a single species with little mention of the other 
species impacted by said plans.

The irony is that over the past half century, many con-
servationists on both sides have argued that the complete 
removal of any single species is detrimental. Both sides have 
argued that the introduction of invasive species is detrimen-
tal to the long-term success of our conservation efforts. The 
sad truth is that both are taking place at this very moment. 

The proposed game management plans being submitted 
are full of ideas and concepts that lead to a world where a 
given species is there only as a food source for a specific or 
group of predators. If these plans become part of the regula-
tory infrastructure of game management in this state, hunt-
ing will cease to exist as game animals will be reserved for 
predators only. Of course, eventually the carrying capacity 
of the land will not support these predators; your household 
pets and livestock will disappear and then your neighbor and 
family members may follow. 

Game management must be balanced and done solely on 
scientific data, not hyped emotional appeals. Every emotion-
al based management plan ends in disaster. President Roo-
sevelt made this mistake in Arizona with the Kaibab Deer. In 
the end, the deer starved to death because of a nonscientific 
approach. The time to engage the future of hunting with a 
science-based approach is now, before it’s too late.

If we fail now, we may all be in a restaurant eating salads 
and looking at pictures on the wall of extinct species because 
of emotions gone awry. 
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Rick Travis serves as CRPA’s Executive Director. In addition to his prior work as CRPA’s Pro-
grams Director, Rick has over 30 years of public service experience working with various orga-
nizations, businesses, and government agencies.

Rick Travis
CRPA Executive Director
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Many of us have heard a variation of the quote that 
history repeats itself. In the world of hunting, there 
have been many dark periods on the restriction 

of hunting for the elite and the abolition of it for the average 
person. 

Take for example the British Isles with their Red and Fal-
low deer herds and wild boar of the first millennium. Peo-
ple under the Anglo-Saxon kings could hunt for sustenance 
much as their cousins did around the world. That would all 
change with the Norman invasion of 1066, when William the 
Conqueror arrived and set up a new set of laws that encom-
passed afforestation and a set of rules limiting the hunting of 
certain game to the King and the aristocracy. 

For the next six to seven centuries, historians record that 
those who had relied on wild game for their very existence 
were either severely curtailed or outright denied hunting priv-
ileges. Nobility had to pay the King a fee for the right to hunt, 
a concept that lives on in various forms to this very day. Take 
a moment and realize that for tens of thousands of years, 
your very ancestors hunted for the food they needed. Then 
the wealthy decide that they alone have the right to hunt and 
charge an exorbitant fee that did nothing to conserve wildlife.

Two new models of hunting emerged in the Northern 
hemisphere. The King’s Deer model, practiced in many ar-
eas and forms outside of North America for several centu-
ries, dictated hunting for the wealthy alone. The new North 
American model would develop where hunting returned to 
the average person as it had been for millennia before. The 
North American Model for Hunting developed through trial 
and error, and has been largely successful. 

Over the past 50 years, many anti-hunting groups have 
attempted to outlaw hunting and often those among us have 
unwittingly, and in some cases willingly, assisted their efforts. 
This fight is coming to a point where decisions must be made 
to stand for what we believe in. There is no room for those 
who choose to stand on the sidelines any longer.

Among us hunters are groups of people we must deal with 
first before we can turn on our collective attention on the 
anti-hunting community. There are those who are perfectly 
comfortable in seeing the continued development of a sys-
tem in this state where if you have enough money, you can 
buy a big game tag for an animal such as Elk. You will hear 
these people preach in public about the need to pass on the 
love of the sport to the next generation and yet they allow 
that generation to be denied affordable entry into the sport.

Take the new proposed California Elk Management 
Plan currently under review by the Department of Fish 
and Wildlife and others. In it is a program known as Pri-
vate Land Management (PLM), that allows for this dichot-
omy to grow bigger every year. Take little Jack, our nov-
ice hunter whose single mother brings him to your local

King’s Deer
by Rick Travis, CRPA Executive Director

In the world of hunting there have been 
many dark periods on the restriction of 
hunting for the elite and the abolition of it 
for the average person. 
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CODE OF ETHICS

hunter education class at the age of 14. He listens to the in-
structor (A game warden) explain the rules to pass a test that 
will allow him to hunt something like a majestic elk one day. 
Jack passes his test, works odd jobs to pay for his license,  
applies for the state youth license and a tag for the next three 
years, without being selected. He goes on faithfully applying 
for the next 3 decades with the same results…no elk tag.

Jack, now in his mid-forties, considers out of state hunting 
where his odds of drawing a tag are greater and the costs are 
considerably less than those in his state. The issue is that 
for every Jack that sticks it out, there are hundreds that just 
give up, only the affluent are unaffected. They have the PLM 
option where you simply pay to play.

PLM tags have long been a concern to those of us focused 
on recruiting new hunters, retaining the ones we have, and 
reactivating the seasoned hunter to pass on their knowledge 
and experience to the next generation. The current proposed 
elk management plan states, “The Department recommends 
that the number of PLM tags issued not exceed 50% of the 
tags issued through the general draw”. For the record in 
2016, there were 320 elk tags available which 160 were des-
ignated to PLM properties for exactly 50% of the available 

tags. In that same year, 36,000 California hunters applied for 
the remaining 160 elk tags giving each of them an chance for  
a successful draw.

There were far less applying for the PLM tags, which 
range from as low as $5,000 to well over $30,000. The high-
er the price tag, the better the odds of guaranteeing your 
elk hunt. Sound familiar? It should; it would be like paying 
good old King George III back in 1775 to hunt in the Royal 
Forest…wait we rebelled against those notions and called 
ourselves Americans!

The time has come for us as hunters and conservation-
ists to clean house and fight adjust PLM tags, at or near 
50%, they are unacceptable. The time has come for us to 
advance measures that grow more elk and increase herd 
size. The best conservationists are hunters. If we truly want 
to conserve our wildlife the formula is simple…grow more elk 
and deer. Increase the number of hunters and increase the 
conservation movement. Tags that are only available to the 
wealthy will lead to a disaster in wildlife management and 
ensure the return to the King’s Deer forever in California. 
Shame on us if we allow this to happen in our generation. 

The scientifically well-established North American Model (NAM) of wildlife conservation has been used to manage and maintain 
population levels of game and predator species for centuries. Consistent with that traditional approach, the vast majority of hunters 
obey hunting conservation regulations and adhere to the hunter’s code of ethics which prohibits waste of game and unsporting or 

inhumane hunting methods.
       Licensing fees paid by hunters provide the vast majority of the funding for natural resource conservation efforts in California. Hunting, 
trapping, and strategic depredation efforts are critical components contributing to the historical success of NAM. 

CRPA opposes the ongoing duplicitous efforts by animal rights extremist groups (see humanewatch.org, huntfortruth.org) to abandon NAM 
in favor of an unbalanced and unscientific approach to species management that would ban hunting and encourage unchecked populations 
of predators species to explode, decimate game herds, and terrorize suburan neighborhoods.
             These are the core principles of NAM:
• In the Public Trust - Wildlife belongs to the people. It is managed in trust for the people by government agencies.
• Prohibition on Commerce of Dead Wildlife - It will be illegal to sell the meat of any wild animal in North America.
• Allocation of Wildlife -  Laws developed by the people and enforced by government agencies will regulate the proper use and conser-

vation of wildlife resources.
• Opportunity for All - Every citizen has the freedom to hunt and fish.
• Non-frivolous Use - We can legally kill certain wildlife for legitimate purposes under strict guidelines for food and fur, in self-de-

fense, or property protection. Laws are in place to restrict casual killing, killing for commercial purposes, wasting of game, and 
mistreating wildlife.

• International Resources - Because wildlife and fish freely migrate across boundaries between state, provinces, and countries they are 
considered an international resource.

• Managed by Science - The best science available will be used as a basis for informed decision making wildlife management. 
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The North American Wildlife Conservation Model
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T he North American Wildlife Conservation Model is 
the only one of its kind in the world.  In the mid-1800’s 
hunters and anglers realized they needed to set limits 

in order to protect rapidly disappearing wildlife, and assume 
responsibility for managing wild habitats.  Hunters and an-
glers were among the first to crusade for wildlife protection 
and remain some of today’s most important conservation 
leaders.

History
As early settlers made their way West, North America’s wildlife 

populations diminished due to market-hunting and habitat loss.  
Many species were on the brink of extinction.  Elk, bison, bighorn 
sheep, black bears—even whitetail deer—had all but disappeared 
across the country.  Hunters and anglers realized they needed to 
set limits in order to protect what they loved and assume responsi-
bility for the stewardship of our natural resources.

Hunters like Theodore Roosevelt and George Bird Grinnell ral-
lied fellow sportsmen.  They pushed for hunting regulations and 
established conservation groups to protect habitat.

Basic Principles
Their efforts are the backbone of the North American Wildlife 

Conservation Model.  The model has two basic principles – that 
our fish and wildlife belong to all Americans, and that they need 
to be managed in a way that their populations will be sustained 
forever.

The principles of the North American Wildlife Conservation 
Model are explained more fully through a set of guidelines known 
as the Seven Sisters for Conservation.

Sister #1 – Wildlife is Held in the Public Trust
In North America, natural resources and wildlife on public lands 

are managed by government agencies to ensure that current and 
future generations always have wildlife and wild places to enjoy.

Sister #2 – Prohibition on Commerce of Dead Wildlife
Commercial hunting and the sale of wildlife is prohibited to en-

sure the sustainability of wildlife populations.
Sister #3 – Democratic Rule of Law

Hunting and fishing laws are created through the public pro-
cess where everyone has the opportunity and responsibility to de-
velop systems of wildlife conservation and use.

Sister #4 – Hunting Opportunity for All
Every citizen has an opportunity, under the law, to hunt and fish 

in the United States and Canada.
Sister #5 – Non-Frivolous Use

In North America, individuals may legally kill certain wild an-
imals under strict guidelines for food and fur, self-defense and 
property protection.  Laws restrict against the casual killing of 
wildlife merely for antlers, horns or feathers.

Sister #6 – International Resources
Wildlife and fish migrate freely across boundaries between 

states, provinces and countries.  Working together, the United 
States and Canada jointly coordinate wildlife and habitat manage-
ment strategies.  The Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 demon-
strates this cooperation between countries to protect wildlife.  The 
Act made it illegal to capture or kill migratory birds, except as al-
lowed by specific hunting regulations.

Sister #7 – Scientific Management
Sound science is essential to managing and sustaining North 

America’s wildlife and habitats. For example, researchers put ra-
dio collars on elk to track the animals’ movements to determine 
where elk give birth and how they react to motor vehicles on forest 
roads.

Wildlife Funding
Hunters also recognized the need for a significant and sustain-

able source of funding for wildlife stewardship.  In 1937, sports-
men successfully lobbied Congress to pass the Pittman-Robert-
son Wildlife Restoration Act, which put an excise tax on the sale
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of all sporting arms and ammunition. This was followed in 1950 
by the Dingell-Johnson Act, which placed a similar tax on fishing 
equipment. Today, every time you buy hunting and fishing gear, 
you contribute to this fund. It generates upwards of one billion dol-
lars every year. This money has been used far and wide to con-
serve America’s key wildlife habitat. When you combine funding 
from the excise tax with the state license and tag sales sportsmen 
pay each year, it constitutes the majority of funding for wildlife in 
North America. It’s not just funding for huntable wildlife, but for ALL 
wildlife. And it’s paid for by sportsmen.

Conservation Groups
Hunters and anglers also launched nonprofit groups that have 

played a vital role in wildlife conservation. The Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation was founded in 1984, and has conserved or enhanced 
more than 7.1 million acres of vital habitat for elk and other wildlife, 
and opened or improved access to more than one million acres of 
land to the public to hunt, fish or otherwise enjoy.

The North American Model of Wildlife Conservation was found-
ed so that each generation has the opportunity to experience wild-
life in wild country. The Model is second to none and is the most 
democratic and sustainable system the world has ever seen.

Article originally published on Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation at
www.rmef.org

49CRPA FIRING LINE | 



HUNTING  & OUTDOORS

To get a better understanding of why people do love hunting 
and are so passionate about the sport I called on my dear friend 
Pat Schlauch of Long Beach, whom I have known since Kindergar-
ten. Here is what he had to say:

HA: How old were you when you were first introduced to
hunting?
PS: I was 8 years old when I started retrieving ducks for my dad. 
We did not have a dog. As soon as I was old enough to get my 
license I did.

HA: Where is your favorite place to hunt?
PS: North East corner of Montana. In California, The Willows for 
waterfowl hunting.

HA: What do you love to hunt most?
PS: Ducks and geese.

HA: Which firearm do you use?
PS: My Baretta Xtrema 2. It’s the best firearm I have ever shot!

HA: What do you love most about the sport?
PS: I love how you leave everything behind. You’re not thinking 
about anything else in that moment. It’s very peaceful. I really love 
how everything comes together. The misses, the long shots, the 
strikes and the conclusion. There’s a story behind every trip. Be-
hind every taxidermy or dinner plate, you remember who you were 
with, where you were. Each experience is unique unto itself and 
the next time will never be the same.
 
HA: What would you like to voice to the politicians in our 
state?
PS: I want a Republican on the ballot! I want people who represent 
California to be more open minded toward the Second Amend-
ment and the recreational activities that revolve around it. Guns 
aren’t bad, people are bad. To put such a negative connotation on 
an inanimate object is feeble minded.

HA: Finally, what would you say to people who are against 
hunting?
PS: I’m not telling them they are wrong for NOT hunting so don’t 
tell me I’m wrong FOR hunting. If you don’t like it, don’t do it. But 
don’t prohibit others from doing it either. Also, they are missing out!

Overall I learned so much from my interview with Pat. He filled 
me in on the big differences between hunting in Montana versus 
California. Primarily he talked about Block Management and how 
it intertwines positive working relationships among landowners, 
hunters and resource managers. He hopes to see programs such 
as Private Land Management and Shared Habitat for Recreational 
Enhancement in California become wider spread in the future.

With President Trump’s budget plan on my mind I decided to 
learn more about the economic standpoint behind the sport.  I 
learned that alm ost 14 million citizens participate in the activity 
which creates a nationwide impact of over $61 billion and supports 
roughly 705,000  jobs. The annual amount adds up to $22.1 bil-
lion. There are not many sports out there today that can compete 
with that revenue. To put things into perspective, in 2015 the NFL 
raked in $7.2 billion which prompted ESPN to boast “Could pay for 
10 Pluto missions”. In California alone, hunters and recreational 
fishermen spend more than $3.7 billion annually. Of this amount, 
much of it is spent in small, rural areas that depend on hunting for 
their livelihood. 

According to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife Li-
cense Statistics, in 2016 over $62 million was spent on licenses 
and permits. $22 million alone stemmed from Resident Fishing 
licenses.  I was curious to find out where hunter’s tax dollars were 
going and having a tough time. Lucky for me, CRPA’s own Roy 
Griffith had all the answers! Roy enlightened me on the Sport Fish 
Restoration (Dingell-Johnson Act) that was developed in 1950. It 
states when there is 
excise taxes placed 
on items such as 
fishing tackle, rods, 
and even motor 
boat fuel, those tax 
dollars will go to a 
trust fund in the De-
partment of Treasury 
in Washington D.C.. 
Program funds are 
matched with State 
funds. 25% goes to 
the State while 75% 
goes to programs 
related to anything 
and everything. The 
Department’s fish-
ing rodeo program is 
one great way to v

Meat Eaters
by Heather Allen, CRPA Volunteer Coordinator

I am a HUGE advocate of the Second Amendment, hence working for the CRPA. I eat meat every single 
day of my life. I own many firearms and love to shoot. All that being said, I have never once been hunt-
ing. I have absolutely nothing against hunting whatsoever and I am thankful for the people who do it so 

that I may eat my delicious meat daily.

| www.crpa.org50
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introduce children to the sport.  Even farm pond owners bene-
fit by receiving technical guidance from fisheries staff on how 
to better care for their ponds. Roy also brought to my atten-
tion the Pittman-Robertson Excise Tax and assured me that at 
least 50-75% of money from that fund are going straight back 
into very important grants such as Hunter’s Education, Eco-
system Restoration, Habitat Conservation, Range Develop-
ment and more. The rest merely pays for administration fees.

Another aspect of hunting that I never once thought about falls 
under the category of Standing Armies. Looking at hunters as a 
potential domestic militia puts things into a whole new perspec-
tive. As I mentioned before, there are roughly 14 million hunters 
in America. Pennsylvania leads the nation with 20 hunters per 
square mile, while Texas tops the US in actual number of hunt-
ers, issuing 2.5 million licenses every year. Our Golden State 
boasts 515,000 hunters which averages about 2 per square mile. 

If you compare those numbers to that of other countries’ active 
militias, the results are overwhelming. Right now, the entire nation 
of Turkey has 510,500 active military members. France and Ger-
many have only 410,000 combined. The point I want to drive home 
is exactly what Isoruku Yamamoto, Japan’s highest ranking naval 
officer during WWII, is quoted to have said: “You cannot invade 
the mainland United States. There would be a rifle behind every 
blade.” So long as the people of America disavow gun regulations, 

we will forever be a nation safe from foreign invasion. 
I definitely feel like I have a much deeper understanding of 

hunting in general. It’s wonderful to see people like Pat and Roy 
who are so passionate about the sport and are eager to get others 
involved. It was mind blowing to learn of the economic gift hunting 
is, especially to Californians. I sleep better at night knowing Wis-
consin has more men in arms than Iran. Researching hunting was 
a lot like researching a country I had never visited. However, all 
of that is about to change as I will be  participating in the Junior 
Pheasant Hunt in the Willows in June! Wish me luck!

Heather Allen serves as the Volunteer Coordinator for the CRPA. Heather comes from a 
Criminal Justice background which included working for the District Attorney’s Office in New-
port Beach and interning at the Attorney General’s Office for the State of Hawaii in Honolulu.

Heather Allen
CRPA Volunteer Coordinator
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Being born in Texas and 
raised in the Midwest, 
you would think that I 

grew up hunting, fishing, and lov-
ing everything outdoors. Truth is, 
not a single person in my family 
considers themselves a “hunter.” I 
didn’t sit in my first deer blind until 
I was eighteen, and didn’t shoot a 
shotgun until I was twenty. I wasn’t 
against hunting, I was just never 
introduced to it, and honestly, I 
didn’t quite understand it. I would 
have friends who would cook spa-
ghetti with deer meat or offer me 
summer sausage or deer jerky and 
I wouldn’t eat it because it was 
“wild.” Everything I knew about 
hunting was from what I read on 
the news and what I could remem-
ber from Disney’s Bambi (I wish 
I was kidding), and clearly, I was 
uneducated. 

 Even if I had the opportunity to hunt when I was young-
er, I wouldn’t have had time. I started playing sports when 
I was four years old, and that consumed all of my time and 
energy. As I got older, I was focused on perfecting my sport 

so I could pay my own 
way through college. 
However, once I got 
to college on a softball 
scholarship, I started 
meeting other ath-
letes from all over the 
country, one of which 
was my now-husband, 
Khris. 

 Khris is from east 
Texas and, unlike 
me, grew up hunting. 
Early on in our rela-
tionship, our conver-

sations were often filled with his 
hunting stories and memories, and 
he would light up when he spoke 
about his first deer and times spent 
with his dad and family in the blind. 
I could tell that this was something 
he loved, and while I still didn’t 
understand why, I decided that I 
would put my Disney-based judg-
ments aside and learn from him. 
My first “lesson” was a trip to an 
open field one day in the middle of 
the city of Lincoln, Nebraska. Khris 
parked his truck in a car dealership 
parking lot and turned his brights 
on. About 100 yards out, I saw 
over 20 deer grazing in the field. 
He taught me how to age deer, 
how to score bucks, and what one 
would be ethical to shoot. In that 
parking lot, he taught me about 
conservation, how hunters actually 

do more for the deer population than anyone could imagine, 
and how hunting is absolutely necessary to control the deer 
population. 

 We made this a weekly event, and every trip to the car 
dealership brought a new lesson. One week, on our way to 
the field, we saw a young student hit a large deer, almost to-
taling his car. Luckily, the young man wasn’t injured, but not 
everyone is so lucky. That night, I learned about how hunter’s 
license fees and donations to memberships with conserva-
tion organizations go towards rehabilitating habitats that are 
outside of the city so less deer and other animals find them-
selves in the middle of busy streets and cities. I started to 
beg Khris to take me to the field. I loved learning about his 
passion, and I finally started to understand why hunting was 
his passion.

 That same year, I was invited to my dad’s best friend’s 
ranch in south Texas. I was ecstatic, because I would finally 
have the chance to experience what I had heard to much 
about. When we got to the ranch, I practiced shooting my 
bow all day, preparing myself for what may be the first har-

Open Up to the Idea of Being Educated,
 Before You Decide to Judge Me

by Nikki Tate, Hunter & Advocate

CRPA WOMEN
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vest of my life. I wouldn’t let myself go in 
the blind unless my shots were consis-
tent at 30 yards. On the last day, I finally 
felt comfortable enough to give it a go.
 I remember climbing into the stand 
with my dad, bow in hand, and already 
shaking. I sat down, took a deep breath, 
and tried to relax. Once I got situated, I 
looked out the blind window to see the 
most beautiful sunset. It was that mo-
ment that I realized that hunting was 
SO MUCH MORE than the harvest -- it 
was about spending time with my dad 
and family, appreciating the beauty that 
surrounds us every day, and making 
incredible memories. Within minutes of 
the sunrise, three young bucks came out 
in front of me. My dad and I watched as 
they came and went, and we laughed 
as my dad took out his video camera so 
he could document our “first hunt.” We 
saw coyotes, armadillos, rabbits, and a 
few more deer, but nothing in my ethi-
cal range. I hadn’t pulled back my bow 
once, but I instantly knew that this would 
become my new passion. 

 From that moment on, I spent my 
free weekends in the deer blind or duck 

blind. I took it upon myself to learn the 
trade -- I wanted to learn how to do ev-
erything on my own. I took gun safety 
classes, practiced shooting (a lot), and 
read up on proper gear and prepara-
tion. While I absolutely love hunting with 
my husband (and I wouldn’t be where I 
am now without his guidance and sup-
port), there’s nothing more relaxing and 
stress-free than a solo hunt. Knowing 
that I can fill the freezer on my own and 
fend for myself is an indescribable feel-
ing. I know that I am a valuable asset 
to conservation, and by harvesting my 
own meat, I am taking direct control of 
where my food comes from and how it 
is treated.

 Unfortunately, my story hasn’t been 
all rainbows and butterflies. Just last 
year, I came under attack by several 
international media outlets. My social 
media pages were flooded with death 
threats and vulgar comments by an-
ti-hunters. The comments and messag-
es illustrated how uneducated several of 
these individuals were -- most of them, 
like me before I met Khris, didn’t under-
stand the important roles we hunters 
play. While I was able to have very intel-
ligent conversations with several oppos-
ers, often resulting in apologies from the 
opposer, unfortunately, several people 
just didn’t want to listen. 

 While I know I can’t change every-
one’s mind, my hope is to educate as 
many people as I can on the importance 
of hunters to conservation and how hunt-
ing to harvest your own meat is actually 
far more ethical than buying meat direct-
ly from the store. I have met so many 
incredible people in the hunting industry, 
and I know that if we stick together, have 
each other’s backs, and commit to edu-
cating others, we can make a difference. 
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For more on Nikki’s adventures and advocacy fol-
low her on Facebook: www.facebook.com/nikkita-
teoutdoors or on Instagram: @nikkitateoutdoors
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It was mid-morning on the Monday after tor-
rential rains and flooding shut down hunting 
all over the Central Valley. I was sitting in a 

rice blind with my boss, George, and a bull sprig 
fluttered 20 yards overhead on my left side.

“TAKE THE SHOT!” George yelled.
I raised the shotgun to my cheek. It looked like 

he was going in slow motion. I aimed the gun in 
front of him and fired.

If you had told me five years ago that I would 
not only want to shoot a pintail, but that I’d be 
really excited about it, I would have laughed in 
your face.

I grew up in an incredibly liberal household, 
where guns were always considered a bad thing 
– unnecessary and the source of all violence.

Hunting wasn’t looked on too highly either: It 
was an old-fashioned sport that didn’t need to 
happen anymore. How could someone kill a bird and be hap-
py about it? Why would anyone do that in the first place?

Then I started working for California Waterfowl three years 
ago as a seasonal education assistant. I loved the job: I got 
to be outside, I taught every day and I worked with animals. 
Through our programs, I interacted with so many amazing 
people I normally wouldn’t have even met.

And I learned a lot about hunting, about how much money 
and time hunters spend on wetland conservation every year. 
I slowly began to realize how ignorant my initial thinking had 
been.

As I learned more, I began to want to try more, too. I am 
someone who learns through doing, so I was really excited 
when Hunting Heritage Programs Supervisor George Ober-
stadt decided to take me on over the summer and have me 
work as a counselor at our Hunter Conservation Camps. His 
only request was that I complete my hunter education before 
the camps started.

George had me attend Family Camp, where parents and 
their children do hunter education, shooting instruction and 

duck banding together. I was really nervous. I had zero back-
ground in hunting, and zero experience with guns. I was ter-
rified. I had never even held a gun before, and now I had to 
shoot one.

George helped me and taught me everything step by step 
until I felt comfortable. When the time to shoot a gun finally 
came, I broke into tears. I had such a bad idea of guns in my 
head that shooting one scared me to death.

But I did it, and after the initial shock left my body, I be-
came a little more comfortable, and was able to break sever-
al clays. The summer camps started, and they were a blast. 
I never would have thought that I would be so happy working 
at a hunting-oriented camp, but I was.

The next year – 2016 – I was promoted to a permanent 
position and was given the opportunity to help coordinate the 
summer camps. They were also a ton of fun, but I started 
to feel bad when the campers asked me about my hunting 
experiences and I still hadn’t been out hunting. So I made it 
my mission to go out as much as possible in the upcoming 
season.

CRPA WOMEN

HOW CWA TOOK ME FROM 
HIPPIE TO HUNTRESS

by Molly Maupin, California Waterfowl Education Coordinator
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And I loved it. Every outing was such an awesome and 
cool adventure: Watching the sunrise from the blind, the 
adrenaline that runs through you when you fire your shotgun, 
the amazing sense of comradery that happens when you are 
cheering each other on to take the shot. The only thing miss-
ing was actually killing a duck.

Flash forward to Jan. 9: “TAKE THE SHOT!” George 
yelled.

The bang crackled in my eardrums.
“KILL HIM!” George yelled. “You got him! Finish him!” In 

that split second, I realized that I had broken his wing. He 
dipped in the sky. I emptied the rest of my gun at him and 
watched with excitement as I saw him suddenly drop into the 
water.

“NO WAY!” I screamed. “NO! I CANNOT BELIEVE IT!”
George sent his red Lab Buddy to go get the bird. The 

pintail had not quite died, so we watched with anticipation as 
Buddy chased the bird into the grass on the check. “Did he 

get it?” I asked. “He’s coming back. Did he get it?”
“Buddy doesn’t come back until he gets it!” George re-

plied. And sure enough, he was right.
Tears welled up in my eyes, I had finally done it: I had 

bagged my first bird. I held him in my arms with pride.
“You did it!” George yelled, and he gave me a high five. 

I couldn’t wait to tell everyone. I also couldn’t believe that I 
was there, hunting, and beyond excited about it.

I’m still a liberal, but I see guns through a different lens, 
and hunting has become a sizable portion of my life. I owe it 
all to George for helping me fire my first gun and take my first 
bird, and to California Waterfowl for taking a chance on me, 
educating me and helping me become a true conservationist.

My name is Molly Maupin and I am 22 years old, from Roseville, CA. I am the Education Coordinator for California 
Waterfowl Association, and run all of the youth education presentations and field trips. I have been teaching stu-
dents about wildlife for over 6 years at various non-profits. My first internship was actually when I was 15 for the 
Woodcreek Nature Center. I am also still slowly working towards finishing my degree in Environmental Studies and 
Sustainability at Sierra College. On top of the work that I do for CWA, I work a few times a week with a young man 
who has Autism as a Respite Care Provider. My life is full of children and birds, and I would not have it any other way!

Molly Maupin, California Waterfowl Education Coordinator

Why Support CalTIP? 

CalTIP (Californians Turn in Poachers and Polluters) is a confidential secret witness program that encourages the 
public to provide factual information leading to the arrest of poachers and polluters. Rewards help make the program 
more effective.

Stop Poaching - Turn in a Poacher!
Poaching is the illegal take of fish and wildlife. It can involve hunting or fishing out of season, the taking of more fish 

or game animals than the law allows, or illegal commercialization of our wildlife. It can also include hunting or fishing in 
closed areas such as Marine Life Protection Areas or Game Reserves. Poachers devastate the state’s natural resources 
by breaking laws designed to assure wildlife management and species survival.

Stop Pollution - Turn in a Polluter!
As California’s population swells, the ill effects of pollution and habitat destruction are increasingly detrimental to our  

natural resources. For example, agricultural pollution, dumping of household waste industrial spills and illegal marijuana 
gardens devastate native species and the habitat on which their survival depends.

Reward for turning in Poachers and Polluters
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife has partnered with the CalTIP Rewards Committee to offer rewards 

for factual tip information that leads to an arrest. CalTIP rewards come entirely from donations. No state funds are 
used. The CalTIP Rewards Committee receives and administers these funds, not the Department. Money not used for 
rewards goes toward furthering CalTIP’s educational goals, which include public service announcements, informational 
videos and media campaigns.

The CalTIP Rewards Committee operates under the auspices of the California Wildlife Officers Foundation (CWOF), 
a charitable non-profit 501(c)(3) entity. Charitable contributions may be made to CalTIP. Please send your check, pay-
able to “CalTIP Program,” PO Box 865, San Carlos, CA 94070 (Tax ID# 20-8449229).

Report Poaching and Polluting: 1-888-334-2258

If you want to know more about California Waterfowl and what we do, 
please check out our website: www.calwaterfowl.org, or check us out on 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaWaterfowl/ or Instagram
@calwaterfowl. 
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SHARE YOUR RECIPE
Here are some recipes from our readers. You could be featured here too!

Send your recipes and a picture (preferable an image of the dish).

Email TFL@crpa.org for a chance to be featured.

true organic recipes
This is not your grandmothers stuffed pepper recipe. Delicious all-natural 
recipe has become one of my hands down favorites. The exciting twist in this 
recipe features sweet potato instead of traditional rice and topping the 
entire dish off with feta cheese sprinkles makes it amazing. Healthy cooking 
the entire family will enjoy. 

Directions
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Heat the oil in a large skillet over medium heat. Add the garlic and 
stir constantly for 1 minute. Then add the ground wild game meat (elk) and cook until it is no longer 
pink. Add the onions and sweet potato. Cover the skillet and let it cook until the potatoes are tender 
while stirring occasionally. If you need more steam to soften the potatoes, add a little bit of water. 
Next, add the tomatoes and spices. Simmer for 5 minutes. Slice the bell peppers in half lengthwise and 
remove the seeds. Place them open side up in a large baking dish. Fill each half with the meat and 
potato mixture. Bake uncovered for 30 minutes or until the peppers are soft. Top each half with 1/2 
TBSP of feta cheese. Serve and enjoy!

This and other great recipes can be found in the Wilderness Athlete Wild Kitchen Cookbook available 
at www.kristytitus.com under the shop tab) and has been brought to life to view digitally on my 
Pursue The Wild YouTube page.
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Ingredients
1 LB Ground Wild Game 
2 Bell Peppers 
2 Sweet Potatoes, peeled & diced 
1/2 Cup Onion, diced 
2 Garlic Cloves, minced 
1 Large Tomatoes, diced 
1 Tsp. Parsley 
1/2 Tsp. Salt 
1 Tsp. Black Pepper 
1 Tbsp. Coconut Oil 
2 Tbsp. Feta Cheese 



SUPPORT CRPA BUSINESS AFFILIATES

WE’VE GOT JERKY
We are the proud distributors of Bakke Broth-

ers and Jerky Hut brand jerky who travel from fair 
to fair.

Visit www.wevegotjerky.com

MOUNTAIN LAKES, INC.
 Based in Northern California, Mountain 

Lakes, Inc. has been servicing the needs of our 
customers for over 30 years.

 Mountain Lakes, Inc. is a Licensed Garment 
Manufacturer specializing in custom head wear 
and apparel for fishing, hunting, shooting and 
outdoor activities.

 Our customer base is spread across multiple 
channels which include hunting, shooting, out-
doors, fishing, retail, corporate and promotional 
products markets.

 In late 2012 we introduced our new brand, 
MLOutdoors, to promote our new lines of core 
products to the hunting, shooting and outdoors 
industry.

 By providing excellence in customer service 
and product manufacturing, we have established 
ourselves as a respected supplier to thousands of 
customers around the world.

 If you’re interested in becoming a Mountain 
Lakes, Inc. customer, please contact one of our 
Customer Service Team Members.

 Custom Embroidery, Screen-Printing, Digitiz-
ing and Graphic Design. Promotional Images is 
a division of Mountain Lakes, Inc. and offers the 
finest Custom Embroidery and Screen Printing 
Services in the Industry.

 Promotional Images has high tech comput-
erized embroidery equipment, automated screen 
printing presses and one of the finest digitizers 
in the field. We have an on-staff artist that can 
assist with all your design needs.

 We offer fast turnaround times and rush 
services on most of our Custom Embroidery and 
Screen Printing Services

Visit www.hardluckcastle.com/index.html

GUNSLINGER GUNSHOP 
& AUCTION

GunSlinger Auction prides itself on honest 
integrity and total customer service. Our full ser-
vice auction staff will advertise, promote your 
auction-preparing a catalog. We prepare your 
merchandise for auction, and display it online.

WE SPECIALIZE IN…Gun Auctions, Gun Con-
signments, Gun Appraisals, New and Used Guns.

WE HAVE…A Large Selection Displayed, A 
Gunsmith on Premises, Layaway Plans, and Gun 
Club Association Services.

Visit www.gunslingerauctions.com

CHESEBRO RIFLES

Mark Chesebro’s pursuit of accuracy began 35 
years ago in gunsmithing school. It was refined 
in the aerospace industry and it has been tried 
in benchrest, silhouette, and long range compe-
tition. Chesebro Rifles continues to be dedicated 
to the never-ending pursuit of accuracy.

Visit www.chesebrorifles.com

LOS ANGELES RIFLE &
REVOLVER CLUB

    Founded in 1906, the Los Angeles Rifle and 
Revolver Club (LAR&R Club) has been home to 
numerous National and Olympic precision small-
bore rifle champions.  Presently LAR&R is the site 
of the California State Championships and NRA 
Regional Championships in conventional prone, 
metric prone, and three position smallbore rifle. 
The Club hosts 15 major tournaments each year. 
Additionally LAR&R Club holds monthly prelim-
inary try-outs (PTO’s) in accordance with USA 
Shooting.

In March 2010, USA Shooting named Los An-
geles Rifle & Revolver Club as a Certified Train-
ing Center for the West Coast. USA Shooting’s 
presence in Southern California is intended to 
promote the international style of competitive 
shooting in the western United States. The Train-
ing Center provides world class training and de-
velopment opportunities to athletes, particularly 
juniors. LAR&R Club also offers year round out-
door training opportunities to the US National 
Rifle Teams.

LAR&R Club is located in the beautiful Whitti-
er Narrows Recreational Area. The club features a 
premier prone range with target lines at 50 ft, 50 
yards, 50 meters, and 100 yards. It also features 
a 50 meter line for position shooting. Shooting is 
restricted to .22 caliber rifles. However, smallbore 
rifles with multiple round capacity may be fired 
if loaded one round at a time. All minors on the 
range must be accompanied by their parent/legal 
guardian or an approved coach.

Visit them at www.larrclub.org

DINKEY CREEK INN &
GENERAL STORE

  Dinkey Creek Inn & General Store is located 13 
miles from Shaver Lake.  The General Store is 
less than a 1/4 of mile from Dinkey Creek.   The 
General Store provides many services, groceries, 
cafe, showers, gas, beer, souvenirs, and fishing 
and hunting licenses.  Chalets are for those not 
interested in roughing it.  They are fully furnished 
cabins with Directv and free wifi located next to 
the General Store and a short walk to the creek.  

Dinkey Creek has many pools perfect for 
swimming and fishing. Dinkey Creek is stocked 
with beautiful brook trout and Rainbow trout.  
Many hiking trails in the area for those looking 
for a challenge or just a casual stroll. Dinkey Lake 
trail head is a short drive from the store and is 
a little challenging,  for those looking for a short 
stroll the is the historic sawmill, great for the 
kids.  For those looking for a 4wheel drive experi-
ence, many trailheads in the area from very diffi-
cult to fairly easy.

Visit www.dinkeycreekgeneralstore.com

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA SOUTHERN CALIFORNIACENTRAL CALIFORNIA

BUSINESSES: 

To support CRPA and get listed here, 
email tfl@crpa.org.

Check out Business Affiliate programs 
at www.crpa.org



PROUD TO SUPPORT CRPA
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