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As everyone is getting 
used to the new 
work-from-home 

“normal” with COVID-19, 
CRPA has been on the up-
and-down roller coaster 
of lawsuit successes and 
challenges these past couple 
months. CRPA has over a dozen 
active lawsuits “in play.” We’ve been 
doing this for decades, but never 
has the courtroom action been as 
fast and furious. If you subscribe 
to and have been following CRPA’s 
bulletins, you’ve had a front row 
seat to all the courthouse action. 

We all knew that the laws passed 
as part of Proposition 63 and 
“Gunmaggedon” were unconstitu-
tional when they passed. Frankly, so 
did state officials who passed them. 
They don’t care. So CRPA sued. And 
sued. And sued again. 

First, we WON our lawsuit chal-
lenging the ban on possessing mag-
azines that can hold over 10 rounds. 
That case, Duncan v. Becerra, was 
recently argued in the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeal, and things look 
promising! Thanks to the Trump 
administration, the Ninth Circuit 
composition is a lot different than it 
used to be. Lots more good judges 
for the 2A. But we have to wait for 
the ruling, and it might be a while.

Then we had another great victory 
when a federal court granted CRPA’s 
hard-fought battle to get a prelimi-
nary injunction in the Rhode v. Becer-
ra case. The district court found the 

new “Gunmaggedon” laws requiring 
a background check to buy ammu-
nition and banning internet ammo 
sales were unconstitutional. Sweet!

The Court’s injunction temporarily 
stopped the state from enforcing 
these burdensome infringements 
on simple ammunition purchases. 
And what a glorious decision the 
Court published—a 120-page work 
of constitutional art that called out 
the politicians for hiding behind 
onerous laws to advance their true 
agenda—to chill constitutionally 

protected gun ownership that Gavin 
Newsom and his ilk don’t like.

For several glorious hours, folks 
were able to purchase their ammu-
nition like free Americans—without 
restrictive regulations burdening the 
process. 

But the state acted fast. They filed 
a Motion to Stay the preliminary 
injunction. That initial request was 
rightfully DENIED by the district 
court. So they took their request 

BY CHUCK MICHEL
CRPA PRESIDENT 
& GENERAL COUNSEL

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 9)
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for an “emergency” stay to the Ninth 
Circuit, and in the late hours of the night 
that higher court granted the state’s stay 
request—blocking the injunction against 
this pointless law. That put us all back 
under the same unconstitutional ammu-
nition purchase regulations again.

CRPA’s legal team filed an Opposition 
to the Stay in the Ninth Circuit on Thurs-
day, April 30, based on the solid legal 
analysis from the federal district court. 
As of the date of this, the motion to block 
the stay is still pending.

CRPA will keep fighting for that, and for 
the rest of the appeal in the Ninth Circuit 
and the Supreme Court if necessary. And 
the Rhode case is still active in the district 
court. Even though we got a great ruling 
on the preliminary injunction, we want a 
permanent injunction. We don’t want 2A 
freedoms for a day or a week. We want 
them forever. So the fight rages on in 
multiple courtrooms.

And then there’s the latest Supreme 
Court action. On Monday, April 27, we 
were disappointed to learn that the Su-
preme Court ruled that the case we were 
hoping would give the Second Amend-
ment back its teeth, NY State Rifle & Pistol 
Assoc. v. City of New York, was “moot” 
because the City repealed its unconstitu-
tional law to avoid losing in the Supreme 
Court and setting bad legal precedent 
nationally. Bummer. 

The Court quickly scheduled a confer-
ence on April 30 to review the 11 other 
2A cases that it has kept on hold. But 
no decisions were made as of May 4, 
and the next chance is May 18, so we 
should know whether the SCOTUS has 
taken another 2A case by the time you 

read this. We are betting on our favorite, 
Rogers v. New Jersey—a case challenging 
the ban on public carry (bearing arms) in 
that state. CRPAF joined with a bunch of 
2A-friendly law enforcement groups in 
urging the Court to take that case. There 
is a split of opinion among the circuit 
courts on this issue, and that’s a big factor 
in whether the Supreme Court takes a 
case.

So CRPA’s legal A-Team is dancing as 
fast as they can! They give us great dis-
counts, but we need help to keep them 
going.

For 145 years CRPA has been fighting 
for your rights in California, and we are 
not giving up now. CRPA has made it 
through many difficult times including 
the Spanish Flu, the Great Depression, 
two World Wars, JFK and MLK assassina-
tions, the Cold War, Watergate and 9/11 
just to name a few. Through all that and 
more, the CRPA has been a beacon of 
hope and an inspiration.

This is a crazy time, but I am proud 
of all CRPA staff and the work they 
are doing. While mostly working from 
home, the CRPA staff has fought to keep 
firearms dealers and ranges open in as 
many places as possible so you have 
access to firearms and ammunition 
when you may need them most. The 
CRPA training team is working to provide 
online information to the flood of new 
gun owners that chose to buy a firearm 
in case they need to protect their family. 
And your CRPA team is finding ways for 
local CRPA Chapters to meet online and 
to provide information to keep people 
engaged. Keep the faith!

— Chuck

Add The CRPA Foundation as your preferred charity on AmazonSmile!
■ Go to smile.amazon.com and log in.
■ Select “CRPA Foundation” as your charity of choice and every eligible 
Amazon purchase you make will result in a donation!

No other pro-2A association 
is more scrupulous 
about avoiding financial 
improprieties than CRPA 
and its sister, The CRPA 
Foundation. Donations 
and membership dues 
are closely monitored, 
budgeted, and reinvested 
into fighting for the 
rights of California gun 
owners. The CRPA has a 
Finance Committee that 
oversees bookkeeping and 
expenses, a fully informed 
Board of Directors, and 
accountants that scrutinize 
bookkeeping and expenses. 
CRPA also has a conflict 
of interest disclosure and 
review policy, a vendor 
fraud prevention policy, 
an expenses review and 
limitation policy and review 
process, and multiple other 
safeguards in place to 
make sure every donation 
is spent wisely and 
frugally. CRPA’s volunteer 
President, Chuck Michel, is 
paid nothing for his many 
hours of work because he 
believes in the cause and 
donates all of that time. Any 
legal work for the CRPA or 
CRPA Foundation is done 
at significantly reduced, 
hourly, non-profit rates.

STATEMENT 
OF CRPA’S 
FINANCIAL 
PRACTICES

(PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, CONT.)

Voting and 
Advocacy

I have long been intending to write 
to you to express my sincere and 
unbounded appreciation for all that 
you have done for the CRPA. You have 
truly turned the association around 
and vastly improved it. 

You have represented the 
association and its concomitant 
interests in Second Amendment 
rights far better than any previous 
administration. I have been a member 
of CRPA for about 50 years and a 
member of the NRA for 57 years. 
My wife and I are both Benefactor 
members of NRA. WE are strong 
believers and supporters of the 
Second Amendment, along with 
Christian principles. Our Christian 
religion and our Second Amendment 
belief in freedom (I like guns, but I 
love freedom) guide our voting and 
advocacy. 

Thank you very much for your 
commitment to and all that you have 
done for the CRPA. You are certainly 
outstanding and irreplaceable. I hope 
that you find the time and motivation 
to continue. I would vote for you as 
president for life. And if you chose to 
enter the dirty world of politics I would 

vote for you for president. You are 
certainly better than any of the choices 
we are currently being offered. 

Please continue doing the great 
work you have been doing for the 
CRPA. You have made it better, and it 
is now wonderful. 

—George Graham, Liverpool, CA
If great folks like you keep helping 

CRPA out, you ain’t seen nothin’ yet!

Our Next Battle
It is my opinion that the most 

egregious of all of California’s 
ridiculous gun laws is the ROSTER that 
limits the make/model of pistols that 
we Californians are “allowed” to own. 

During the legal proceedings on 
large-capacity magazines, our lawyers 
argue–possibly successfully–that the 
prohibition of LCMs is not in keeping 
with the 2nd Amendment. Good for 
them! However, if that’s the case, 
arguing against the roster ought to be 

a no-brainer win for us. Thing about it: 
Entire model categories of pistols are 
prohibited in California, while citizens 
in other states can buy them. That’s 
unfair to prospective pistol purchasers 
in California. It severely restricts one’s 
2A rights. 

I have offered to be a plaintiff of this 
case. On more than one occasion. I 
have heard nothing back, which leads 
me to believe that my opinion on this 
issue is unique. What I consider to 
be very important may not be to the 
Board or the membership at large.

Here’s what I’d like: Respond back 
to me, even publicly in California Firing 
Line by reprinting this letter and the 
Board’s stand on the roster as a legal-
battle priority. 

—Daniel G. Mattera, Thousand 
Oaks, CA

California gun laws create a target-rich 
environment for lawsuits, and getting rid 
of the roster is high on the list. 

SHARE YOUR VOICE
We want CRPA members’ voices to be heard! If you have something you would like 
to bring to the attention of our California Firing Line Executive Editor, please email 
CFL@chipotlepublishing.com and be sure to specify that it is for Members’ Voices 
(Letters to the Editor). We look forward to hearing from you! 

MEMBERS’ VOICES
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In a recent piece appearing in 
The Atlantic, Professor Aaron 
Tang of U.C. Davis School of 

Law lamented his observation 
that the U.S. Supreme Court 
has been more “generous” to 
gun rights than to other rights, 
particularly to the so-called 
“right to literacy.” According to 
Tang, gun rights proponents and 
“education-equity” advocates have 
been pursuing effectively identical 
legal strategies to secure constitutional 
protections for their respective causes 
while experiencing disparate outcomes. 

There are two fundamental flaws 
with his argument. 

First, as most Second Amendment 
advocates already know, the premise 
that the Supreme Court has been “gen-
erous” to gun rights hardly reflects re-
ality. To support his claim, Tang points 
only to the Court’s recent hearing of the 
case New York State Rifle & Pistol Associa-
tion v. City of New York. While gun rights 
supporters hope to secure a strong 
pro-Second Amendment opinion in 
that case, we do not know what the 
Supreme Court will say on the issue at 
time of writing—that decision was not 
due until the end of June. 

In any event, Tang ignores the doz-
ens of Second Amendment petitions 
the Supreme Court has rejected in 
the decade preceding that case. And, 
as chronicled in an amicus brief that 
I co-authored on behalf of the CRPA 
supporting the New York lawsuit, it did 
so despite lower courts upholding all 
sorts of gun control measures—giving 
the Second Amendment short shrift, 
if not purposefully undermining it, in 
the process. That the Court might now 
weigh in after 12 years hardly qualifies 
as being “generous.”

The second and real problem with 
Tang’s argument, however, is that it 
fundamentally misunderstands our 
constitutional system. 

Tang asks: “How can [the Supreme 
Court] in good faith accept a theory of 
implied constitutional rights for gun 
owners only to reject the same argu-
ment for schoolchildren?”

This comparison, however, is of 
apples and oranges. Our Constitution 
is one of negative liberties. It recognizes 
and imposes restrictions on govern-
ment action to limit a right. It does 
not confer entitlement to government 
action to advance a right. 

Second Amendment supporters seek 
to limit government infringement of the 
right to keep and bear arms. “Literacy 
rights” advocates seek government 
intervention and action to affirmatively 
advance their education goals. 

Because they seek an entitlement 
from, as opposed to a restriction on, 
government, the Constitution does not 
provide the type of relief that literacy 
rights advocates are seeking. We surely 
have an implicit natural right to pursue 
education. But that right only precludes 
government from interfering with 
pursuing education. It does not entitle 
one or create a constitutional “right” to 
a government-provided education.

Even the most ardent Second 
Amendment supporters do not claim 
the government must provide them 
arms to “keep and bear.” Rather, they 
assert that any government restriction 
on their keeping or bearing of arms 
must pass constitutional scrutiny. 

In other words, government need 
not give them anything, but it is limited 
in what it can take away. 

Many Americans, particularly those 
on the Left, do not understand or do 
not value the negative liberties-based 
nature of our Constitution. Justice Gins-
burg famously stated that countries de-
veloping a new constitution should not 

look to ours for inspiration but instead 
to newer ones in Europe and South 
Africa, which contain a litany of rights 
provided by the government. If you 
really want to see the Left’s conception 
of “rights” illustrated, have a look at the 
UN’s idea of human rights. 

This backwards way the Left views 
constitutional rights is most plainly 
seen in the healthcare debate. “Health-
care is a right!” they declare. And it 
is. But not in the way they think. The 
government cannot constitutionally 
preclude one from seeking healthcare, 
generally. But nobody is entitled to gov-
ernment-provided healthcare under 
the Constitution.

And there is no “right” to the gov-
ernment making us safe either; as 
more people are learning in the age of 
COVID-19.

To be sure, there are instances when 
the Constitution entitles citizens to 
government action. For example, gov-
ernment must afford a jury trial to one 
facing criminal charges. But its purpose 
is to restrain government’s power to 
deprive people of their right to free-
dom. It too is thus a device of negative 
liberty. 

None of this is to discount the goal of 
improving education. All decent people 
want every American child to have 
access to quality education. I contend 
that it is a moral imperative. But just 
because something is good policy, 
and even morally mandated, does not 
mean it is constitutionally mandated.  
  CRPA 

Sean A. Brady is a 
Partner at the California 
law firm of Michel & 
Associates, P.C. He man-
ages the firm’s firearm 
law practice group which 
represents clients on 
Second Amendment matters at all levels, 
including the U.S. Supreme Court.

AN ILLUSTRATION OF POSITIVE 
AND NEGATIVE RIGHTS

BY SEAN BRADY

 THE RIGHT TO  
 BEAR ARMS VS.  
 THE ‘RIGHT’  
 TO EDUCATION   
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So you decided to finally 
become a gun owner due 
to coronavirus-related 

fears? Well, we’re glad you’ve 
finally joined us, but there are 
a few things you really need to 
learn and fast.

Under normal circumstances, 
we’d tell you to just go take a basic 
NRA gun safety course or something 
similar. State hunter safety courses 
are good, too. Most of them include 
safe handling and some range time. 
However … well, things aren’t nor-
mal, and most of those classes aren’t 
being offered right now. So let’s get 
started.

First, and most important, learn 
the Four Laws of Gun Safety, also 
referred to as the “Four Rules of Gun 
Safety.”

THE FOUR RULES OF GUN SAFETY
They aren’t actually “laws” the way 

the National Firearms Act is a law. 
It’s more that these four rules cover 
almost everything you need to know 
about how to handle a gun safely.

They are:
(1) Treat every gun as if it’s loaded.
(2) Never point a gun at anything 

you don’t want to destroy.
(3) Keep your finger off the trigger 

until your sights are on your target.
(4) Be sure of your target and 

what’s beyond it.
In short, treat a gun as if it’s loaded 

even if you know it’s not. Never trust 
that it’s unloaded; VERIFY that it is. 
Every. Single. Time. 

SAFETY
If there’s a person or other living 

thing who you don’t want to be perfo-
rated by a bullet, don’t point the gun 
at him, her, it (or let your gun’s muz-
zle sweep across them). Don’t touch 
the trigger unless you darn well 

GOT YOUR 
FIRST GUN 
DURING 
COVID-19 
PANIC?

intend to press it. Keep your finger 
out of the trigger guard, preferably 
indexed on the frame, unless you’re 
about to shoot a target or a threat.

If you’re going to shoot, know 
what’s behind and around your 
target. Make sure there’s a backstop, 
or that nothing or no one vital will get 
hit by a bullet if it passes through the 
target.

Get on YouTube. Watch every video 
you can about basic gun safety and 
basic handling. Many, many people 

who bought a gun and thought them-
selves responsible did not heed these 
rules when they should have known 
better. Sometimes, they just have to 
patch a hole in the floor. Sometimes, 
tragedy happens.

CLEANING A FIREARM
Learn how to maintain your specific 

make and model firearm. You should 
know, at minimum, how to field strip 
(partially disassemble), clean and 
lubricate your gun. Yes, guns need to 
be kept clean and lubricated. If some 
yokel, some putz, some doofus tells 
you a GLOCK or AR-15 doesn’t need 
to be cleaned or lubricated, they’re 
an idiot. Don’t listen to them.

Again, get on YouTube, and look up 
“(name of your gun here) cleaning 
and lubrication.” Chances are you’ll 
find what you need. Get the neces-
sary supplies to do so. Those Hoppe’s 
cleaning kits that go for under $15 at 
the gun store might not be the “best” 
tools for the job, but they work, and 
they work well.

HOLSTERS
If you’re going to carry your gun, 

then get a decent holster for it. Much 
discussion and argument occurs over 
what constitutes a good holster, but 
the basics are that a holster should 
retain your handgun adequately 
enough for you to carry it securely, 
the trigger guard should be fully 
covered, and the holster should be 
strong enough for you to be able to 
draw the pistol and re-holster it if you 
need to.

We can debate the merits of var-
ious materials and designs another 
time. For now, that’s the minimum of 
what you need in a holster. If you’re 
buying off the gun store shelf, it’s a 
good idea to go with one made of 
either Kydex, leather or a hybrid of 
the two.

Prepare for the New Year:
Get California Gun Laws (7th ed.) 

 Updated to Cover the New 2020 Laws
www.CalGunLawsBook.com

Do you know what California law requires gun 
owners to do in 2020? If you’re not clear, as these 
laws change each year, you might become an 
accidental criminal. California Gun Laws explains  
the new laws, such as those:

• Expanding California’s firearm storage requirements 
• Limiting purchases of semiautomatic centerfire rifles
• Expanding the reach of “gun violence restraining orders”
• Limiting the number and type of private party transactions 
• Increasing firearm transfer fees
• Restricting the sale and transfer of firearm precursor parts,  

as well as the sale and transfer of ammunition
• Changing the costs of obtaining carry licenses
• Changing the procedures for updating AFS records
• And so much more! 

       Get the Book on Amazon for $29.99
BY SAM HOOBER

FOLLOW 
THESE TIPS 
RIGHT NOW!

In short, treat 

a gun as if it’s 

loaded even if 

you know it’s not.
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Tip: Avoid one-size-fits-all and 
nylon pouch holsters. Very few peo-
ple who are serious about handgun 
proficiency use either of them. If you 
have no other choice, they’re better 
than no holster, but try to find some-
thing else.

AMMUNITION
A related note on a handgun either 

for concealed carry or home de-
fense—do not use full metal jacket 
ammunition anywhere except at the 
range.

Get whatever hollow point personal 
defense round you can for your fire-
arm. Fragmenting and/or frangible 
ammo is okay, too. Just not hardball, 
and yes, that very, very much applies 
to .45ACP.

FMJ (full metal jacket) ammunition 
is fine for practice at the range, but 
it tends to over-penetrate (goes right 
through) bad guys. JHP (jacketed 
hollow point) ammunition is de-
signed to expand inside an attacker. 
That makes it more likely to stop 
the threat and less likely to continue 
on into something or someone else 
behind that person.

On a related note, make sure you 
have an appropriate self-defense 
load for a shotgun (usually buckshot 
or a slug) or a rifle that is either frag-
menting/frangible ammunition or a 
hollow point.

GUN STORAGE
Lock your gun up when not in use. 

Get a safe of some sort. If you have 
a handgun, even a cheap lockbox is 
better than nothing.

If you can’t get a safe, make sure 
to use the cable lock that came with 
the gun (every gun comes with some 
kind of locking device) to lock the 
action. If your gun didn’t come with 
a cable lock for some reason, get 
one. They’re cheap, and you should 

be able to find one at the hardware 
store. In fact, many police depart-
ments even give them away for free.

PRACTICE
Finally, with fewer gun ranges be-

ing open right now, train at home by 
dry firing. Go on YouTube and watch 
every video you can about effective 
dry-fire practice and the basics of 
marksmanship.

You aren’t going to learn anything 
without getting some time behind 
the gun, but the good news is dry-fire 
practice is easy, and it’s free. If you 
can get started on honing those fun-
damentals, even for a few minutes 
per day, you’ll be off to a good start.

Then, when all of this is finally over 
hit the range. Get some training.

YOUR RIGHTS
Remember that gun rights are civil 

rights, too. You bought a gun because 
you have the right to do so, which is 
not a right enjoyed by many people 
on earth. It’s also a right that a lot of 
people in this country want to take 
away from you, me and everyone 
else.

Unarmed people are at the mercy 
of those who are stronger and more 
inherently violent than they are. 
Armed people are not. While we all 
live in a society together, that doesn’t 
mean we must tolerate stratification 
of our society into those with the 
power to do what they will and those 
who must obey or suffer. You have 
the individual right to keep and bear 
arms. Use it and cherish it.

Stay safe out there, folks.   CRPA 

Reprinted with permission. Edited from 
original article published on March 26, 
2020, on thetruthaboutguns.com.

Unarmed 
people are 

at the mercy 
of those who 
are stronger 

and more 
inherently 

violent 
than they 

are. Armed 
people are 

not.

The results of this survey will help us better tailor 
editorial content to your needs. Ultimately, this will help 
our organization fight for you in Sacramento and launch 

more pro-Second Amendment lawsuits in the courts.

GOT 5 MINUTES?
CRPASURVEY.ORG

CRPA values your privacy greatly and we first and foremost want to stress 

that this readership survey is completely anonymous.
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How I wish the answer 
to the above question 
was a definite “yes!” But 

my personal anecdotal experience in 
the wake of the 1965 Watts Riots, the 
1968 Baltimore Riots following Martin 
Luther King’s murder and the 1992 
Rodney King Riots say otherwise.

Don’t misunderstand. I want the an-
swer to be “yes.” I want the first-time 
gun buyers who suddenly realized that 
they, their families and their property 
could be at deadly risk from wanton 
criminal mobs to also realize the value 
of the Second Amendment’s right.

I want them to learn how to safely 
and effectively use whatever they 
bought.

“just following orders” argument was 
rejected at Nuremberg.

But personal experience tells me 
that’s unlikely. While visiting Los An-
geles after the Watts Riots, I went to 
some stores where guns were sold (as 
opposed to “gun stores”) with my un-
cle. What we saw at those untouched 
hardware stores and pawn shops was 
largely a stream of people selling guns 

back to the store where they bought 
them after the riot was over. That was 
remarkable considering what had just 
happened.

As accurately described in the book 
Asian American Politics: Law, Partici-
pation, and Policy: “They [the rioters] 
looted stores, set fires and beat up 
white [and other non-black] passerby 
[sic] whom they pulled from stopped 

cars, many of which were turned 
upside down and burned, exchanged 
shots with law enforcement officers, 
and stoned and shot at firemen. The 
rioters seemed to be caught up in an 
insensate rage of destruction.”

Back then, it was legal to carry a 
loaded rifle or shotgun anywhere in 
California—even the governor’s man-
sion or the state Capitol building. But 

COVID-19 
PANIC 
PACKS 
GUN 
STORES
WILL FIRST-
TIME PANIC 
BUYERS 
BECOME 
STAUNCH 2A 
DEFENDERS?

BY DAN GIFFORD

 Panic buyers are flocking to gun stores amidst the coronavirus crisis. (SHUTTERSTOCK)

And I especially want them to join 
the ranks of the NRA, Second Amend-
ment Foundation and others who 
oppose the infringement of Second 
Amendment rights by politicians, activ-
ists and especially police who gleefully 
follow orders to enforce heinous, con-
stitutionally questionable anti-firearm 
rights laws. I want them to become 
voters who will remind police that the 
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buyer’s remorse and angry wives soon 
had riot-inspired gun owners back at 
the store counter to sell their guns for 
whatever they could get. Some weren’t 
even bought at stores. They were 
military surplus rifles bought by mail, 
no questions asked. That would not be 
illegal for another 3 years.

Those same scenes happened after 
the 1968 Baltimore Riots where I was 
a reporter. Stores where guns were 
sold were busy. But like those in 1965 
LA, most people seemed to sell back 
whatever they bought while feeling 
terrorized to the dealers at a fraction 

of whatever they paid for it. That was a 
story Baltimore’s powers that be want-
ed publicized because it backed their 
crafted political perception that gun 
ownership was somehow irresponsi-
ble, dangerous to the public safety and 
contrary to the establishment line that 
government had the only legitimate 
power of deadly force.

The stories of the newbie buyers did 
not disappoint the politicos. “It was an 
impulse buy.” “I don’t need it now.” “It’s 
dangerous to have in the house.” “I’ve 
never fired a gun and find them scary.” 
“My wife wants the money for some-

thing else” and so on. The newbie buy-
ers also had a hitch: Maryland had and 
still has a 3-day waiting period to take 
possession of a purchased firearm. 
“Why the hell did I have to wait?” was a 
common question. The answer no one 
wanted to hear was in the mirror.

Like 1965 Los Angeles, I found many 
Baltimore buyers were also at the 
store to sell what they purchased by 
mail. Those guns were usually mili-
tary surplus rifles that were bought 
because they were cheap or looked 
“neat.” Other military arms were on 
the dealer counters, too. They were 

usually war souvenirs—some of them 
fully automatic—that had been under 
beds or in closets, and many are prob-
ably still there.

My last personal experience about 
riot-related gun buys occurred when 
I moved to Los Angeles from New 
York City as the dust from the Rodney 
King Riots was settling. At the Big 5 
Sporting Goods store in Santa Moni-
ca, an upscale woman was carrying a 
12-gauge shotgun that she was clearly 
too frail to handle to the gun section. 
Like so many other previously scared 
buyers I’d seen, she was returning her 

gun and delivering an angry rant along 
with it about the lack of police protec-
tion. The Big 5 salesman explained 
that she would need to vote for politi-
cians who agreed with her.

She wasn’t about to do that, I found 
from talking to her. Her views indicat-
ed she was an uber liberal Democrat 
who would continue supporting pol-
iticians who are not Second-Amend-
ment friendly. But even if she and 
millions of others like her did change, 
it would not have helped. A few years 
later, establishment Republicans and 
other conservatives enacted a 10-day 

waiting period to take possession of a 
purchased firearm. That meant those 
who did not already own an arm if a 
riot started were out of luck. It was a 
move consistent with earlier changes 
in California’s gun laws because so 
many legislators, Republicans and 
Democrats, were statists who were 
afraid of and or disliked blacks.

Hawthorne and some other Cali-
fornia places were “sundown towns,” 
where blacks risked death after dark-
ness came. That fear of blacks was a 
common reason for existing gun laws 
in the South where I grew up, and Cal-
ifornia was no different. So when the 
armed Black Panthers walked into the 
Sacramento state Capitol building May 
2, 1967, to make a valid political point 
about police brutality and racism, they 
scared the hell out of the white-power 
political machine, even though what 
they did was legal then.

Have gun buyer fears swelled the 
ranks of the NRA and other pro-Sec-
ond organizations? Headlines appear 
to indicate they have:  “NRA Is Back, 
‘Highest Ever’ Membership” and “Mem-
bership in Gun Groups Is Spiking after 
the Florida Shooting” are examples.

Those membership spikes are no 
surprise. They now happen whenever 
people are scared and/or feel their 
Second Amendment rights are under 
threat. More than a dozen gun rights 
organizations and shooting associ-
ations coast-to-coast report mem-
bership jumps after highly publicized 
shootings and the anti-Second law 
activist demands that always follow:

■ Patrick Parsons, the head of 
Georgia Gun Owners, said his 13,000 

 Historically, riots worldwide 
have led to increased firearm 
purchases. (SHUTTERSTOCK)
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membership had suddenly increased by more than 
1,000.

■ Dudley Brown, the president of the National As-
sociation for Gun Rights, claims more than 4.5 million 
members and said membership applications have 
jumped 30%.

NRA Board of Directors member Charles Cotton 
wants to see Association membership triple because 
of the gathering anti-Second storm he correctly 
sees coming: “The NRA better be 15 million strong 
soon, or this is only going to get worse ... Michael 
Bloomberg and Hollywood are pouring money into 
this effort, and the media is helping to the fullest 
extent. We’ve never had this level of opposition be-
fore, not ever. It’s a campaign of lies and distortion, 
but it’s very well-funded, and they are playing on the 
sympathy factor of kids getting killed. If you really 
want to make a difference, then start recruiting NRA 
members every single day.”

His lips to God’s ears, I hope Cotton’s goal is achieved. 
But even if it is, will that mean enough activism and 
votes to counter the huge amount of billionaire bucks 
being spent by George Soros, Michael Bloomberg, Tom 
Steyer and others to nullify Second Amendment rights 
both directly and by asymmetrical political warfare 
to, for instance, elect radical leftist attorney generals, 
district attorneys, sheriffs and other police who will 
manipulate laws to attack firearm owners?

There’s simply no way to know for sure. 
What is known for sure is that those against Sec-

ond Amendment rights see the coronavirus pandem-
ic as a God send—assuming they believe in God—to 
diminish the number of gun owners and the NRA’s 
membership. They know many NRA members are 
“older” and likely more vulnerable to the virus.

Vulnerable or not, anti-Second activists have con-
ceded NRA Executive Director Wayne LaPierre’s eerie 
premonition of our present apocalypse. Around 5 
years ago, LaPierre mentioned how America could 
find itself under attack by “vicious waves of chemicals 
or disease that could collapse a society” as one of the 
many reasons why every American needs a firearm 
handy.

Fingers crossed those who bought 
in a panic don’t forget.  CRPA 

Dan Gifford is a national Emmy-winning, 
Oscar-nominated film producer and former 
reporter for CNN, The MacNeil Lehrer News 
Hour and ABC News.

The California Rifle & Pistol Association 
(CRPA), founded in 1875, is a nonprofit 
membership and donor-supported 

organization with tens of thousands of 
members throughout California. We need you!

CRPA’s membership is comprised of a diverse cross-sec-
tion of the general public including believers in the right to 
choose to own a gun to defend yourself and your family, 
competitive and recreational shooters, hunters, conserva-
tionists, gun safety experts, youth, women, police, prose-
cutors and defense attorneys, judges, firearm history and 
technology experts, coaches and trainers, families and 
loving parents.

CRPA works tirelessly and relentlessly to defend the 
civil and constitutional rights of individuals to choose to 
responsibly own and use firearms. Every dollar that CRPA 
receives from its members and donors stays and works 
in California to support your hunting and Second Amend-
ment rights and the fight back against politicians, elitists 
and bureaucrats who would deprive individuals of those 
rights.

Through its Sacramento and local legal and political 
advocates, CRPA works in the state capital, in regulatory 
agencies and in city halls throughout California to pro-
mote laws that protect these rights and to oppose laws 
that infringe on these rights.

Through its legal team, CRPA fights in the courts to 
challenge unconstitutional and illegal gun bans and 
ill-conceived gun control laws and provides guidance to 
California gun owners regarding their legal rights and 
responsibilities.

CRPA works to preserve the traditional and historic 
role of the individual citizen to hunt and to conserve and 
preserve California’s natural resources.

CRPA promotes the recreational shooting sports and 
hosts hundreds of “fun shoots” annually.

CRPA provides safety, education and skills training and 
makes gun safety information available.

CRPA organizes and sanctions competitive shooting 
matches for both adult and junior shooters, including 
Olympic training programs and state championships. 
CRPA sanctions state championship matches in many 
shooting disciplines. CRPA is proud to state that many 
CRPA competitors are among the best in the world.
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WHAT IS 
THE CRPA?

An NFL player flying with an unload-
ed gun falls afoul of an unnecessarily 
aggressive NYC gun-control regime.

The conviction rate of 
New York’s Queens 
County district 

attorney’s office is about to 
go up thanks to New York Jets 
defensive lineman Quinnen 
Williams. Williams, the third 
overall pick in the 2019 National 
Football League draft, was arrested at 
LaGuardia Airport for gun possession 
on March 5.

For those who merely peruse the 
headlines, this makes Williams just one 

more misbehaving NFL player. While 
the likeliest result is a plea bargain that 
will avoid a felony conviction, Williams 
is still subject to a fine, possible jail 
time and likely some sort of discipline 
from the NFL for [a] code-of-conduct 
violation. Even if he becomes an NFL 
great, the 22-year-old former Univer-
sity of Alabama standout will also be 
remembered for being hauled into 
a Queens criminal court for violating 
New York City’s gun laws.

But there’s more to the story than 
that. Like most of the hundreds of 
others nabbed at either LaGuardia or 
John F. Kennedy International Airport 
for similar violations, Williams is not 
a criminal in any normal understand-
ing of the term. Nor was his gun 
unlicensed. Williams wasn’t trying to 

BY JONATHAN S. TOBIN

QUINNEN WILLIAMS 
IS ONLY THE LATEST 
VICTIM OF NEW 
YORK CITY’S STRICT 
GUN LAWS

Anyone who has 
spent any time 

in New York 
knows that the 
city rigorously 

enforces its 
draconian gun 

laws.

GUN OWNER HORROR STORY
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sneak his GLOCK 19 handgun through 
security. Instead, the incident occurred 
at the checkout counter, where he 
reportedly told that agent that his 
unloaded weapon was in a bag. The 
firearm, for which Williams was not 
carrying ammunition, is licensed in 
his home state of Alabama. But, as is 
standard procedure, as soon as the 
weapon’s presence was made known, 
the TSA was notified, and once it was 
ascertained that Williams did not have 
a New York license, he was arrested 
and immediately became fodder for 
the city’s tabloid press.

Ignorance of the law is no excuse. 
Anyone who 
has spent any 
time in New 
York knows 
that the city 
rigorously 
enforces its 
draconian gun 
laws. More-
over, as the 
National Rifle 
Association advises, when flying, gun 
owners must have a legal permit for 
their weapons both from the flight’s 
origin and its destination. Williams, 
who has been a member of one of 
the city’s two NFL franchises since 
last April [2019] (though both actu-
ally practice and play in New Jersey), 
should have been aware of this. If 
anything, his status as a well-known, 
wealthy football player increases the 
odds that he will not be let off with a 
lesser charge.

But the case also illustrates the 
dishonest nature of the way we 
discuss gun legislation. Advocates of 
even stricter gun laws that would ban 
certain types of firearms or ammuni-
tion—such as former New York City 
mayor (and failed presidential can-
didate) Michael Bloomberg, who has 
financed anti-gun campaigns around 

the country—argue that their pas-
sage is a matter of life and death. Yet 
preventing people who legally own 
unloaded firearms from safely trans-
porting them isn’t about saving lives 
and preventing crimes, let alone the 
mass shootings that generally drive 
the conversation about gun-control 
efforts. Such laws are drafted and 
enforced to thwart legal gun owner-
ship and the safe use of firearms. It is 
no surprise that Williams didn’t have 
a New York license; such permits are 
difficult if not impossible to obtain.

Last fall, the U.S. Supreme Court 
heard arguments about one of New 
York’s most absurd gun regulations. 
In the case of New York State Rifle & 
Pistol Association v. City of New York, the 
city’s attempt to prevent its residents 
from transporting legally owned guns 
to firing ranges outside city limits 
was at issue. The decision about the 
since-rescinded law will indicate just 
how serious the High Court is about 
defending the Second Amendment 
against attempts by localities to 
render it meaningless. While Quinnen 
Williams’ case—and those of the many 
others who have been arrested under 
similar circumstances—won’t likely be 
impacted by the decision, the implica-
tions for other restrictions on legally 
owned firearms [are] obvious.

The federal government, which is 
responsible for air safety, has good 
reason to place restrictions on the way 
guns are stored on flights. But it’s far 
from clear that most cases of arrests 
relating to guns at airports have any-
thing to do with preventing hijackings 
or shootings on airplanes. A legally 
owned weapon, which is unloaded 
and stored safely, ought not to be a 
problem. But as is the case with so 
many of the restrictions put on gun 
ownership in localities such as New 
York, the point isn’t safety, but to make 
those who wish to possess firearms 

realize that their ownership in deep-
blue cities and states isn’t worth the 
legal hassle.

In New York or Chicago, the legal 
right to “bear arms” for self-defense 
is now so limited as to be rendered 
theoretical. These regulations have 
little impact on the traffic in and use 
of illegal guns by criminals. The laws 
are mainly concerned with harass-
ing those, like Williams, who commit 
oversights or are too foolish or igno-
rant to understand that owning weap-
ons in the city makes them targets 
for enforcement of arbitrary regu-
lations. This isn’t a secret. New York 
City police Sergeant Damon Martin, 
who runs the police intelligence unit 
tracking illegal guns, acknowledged in 
an interview with NPR last December 
that his work is made easier by the 
virtual impossibility for citizens to 
get permits. According to Martin, the 
cops know whom to go after in efforts 
to confiscate weapons. “People who 
have a gun license in, let’s say, Geor-
gia, and they relocated up here. Your 
gun license is no good!”

With its 2008 decision in District of 
Columbia v. Heller, the Supreme Court 
reaffirmed the plain meaning of the 
Second Amendment: that the right 
enumerated in its text is one that 
belongs to individuals. While the Court 
is understandably reluctant to under-
mine the principle of federalism and 
respectful of the rights of states and 
cities to write their own gun regula-
tions, it remains to be seen if, in future 
cases, it will eventually take up the 
question of whether laws whose pri-
mary purpose appears to be to treat 
legal gun owners as criminal pariahs 
are compatible with the Constitution.  
 CRPA 

©2020 National Review. Used with 
permission. Article published on March 
10, 2020, on nationalreview.com. 
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 Los Angeles, Jan 
28, 2019: Quinnen 
Williams at the U.S. 
premiere of “What 
Men Want” at the 
Regency Village 
Theatre in Westwood, 
CA. (ALEX MILLAUER/
SHUTTERSTOCK.COM)

GUN OWNER HORROR STORY



LAW & POLITICS

OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE CALIFORNIA RIFLE & PISTOL ASSOCIATION   2524   CALIFORNIA FIRING LINE   

LAW & POLITICS

Call 1 (800) 305-2772 or go to crpa.org/
programs/crpa-donor-programs for 
more information.

DEFEND 
FREEDOM

FOREVER
Give the legacy of freedom and help 
protect our 2nd Amendment as part of 
your planned estate strategy!

I knew that California 
was eroding my Second 
Amendment rights. When I 

became an adult in 1987, I bought 
a Ruger Mini 14 right after my 18th 
birthday. I had to sit through the 
waiting period so I could get my 
“newfound freedom” out of gun 
jail. Since that day, I’ve watched 
California enact every anti-Second 
Amendment piece of legislation they 
could think of.

A LONG HISTORY IN CALIFORNIA
My family has been in California 

since the 1850s. My Great, Great 
Grandfather, Will S. Green, founded 
Colusa County. Now, no one in my 
family is left in California. Every one 
of us is gone. I was the first to leave 
when I retired from the police de-

partment I had worked for in the San 
Francisco Bay Area for over 28 years. 
How bad was it working there? My 
jury pool was Oakland and Berkeley 
just to put it in perspective.

As I write this, California is facing 
“Gunmageddon Part II.” You cannot 
get certain gun parts without going 
to “state-sanctioned” sellers first and 
getting a background check. You want 
that new charging handle for an AR-
15? You’ll have to buy it through one 
of those sellers first after you pass a 
background check.

BUYING GUNS THAT MAKE YOU A 
FELON IN CALIFORNIA

So, what is it like when a Sec-
ond-Amendment-loving Californian 
flees the state and moves back to the 
United States? My first day in Idaho, I 

went out and bought two new hand-
guns. In California, you can only buy 
handguns that the state deems “safe.” 
No, seriously, that’s a thing there. 
Do you want to buy a new GLOCK 
19 Gen5? Not in California, since the 
state doesn’t have it on the safe hand-
gun roster. The state also prohibits 
you from buying more than one gun 
every month (again, I’m not kidding). 
Buying two guns on the same day 
that I couldn’t buy in California was 
my initial protest against California.

Back to the gun counter. I’m sitting 
at HawkTech Arms in Meridian, ID, 
and I bought two brand new hand-
guns that I couldn’t buy back in my 
home state. I filled out two Form 
4473s and walked out 15 minutes 
later. I could have been out earlier, 
but I was having a great time talking 

to the guys running the store. When 
I walked out, I felt like I had done 
something wrong. I didn’t wait my 
requisite 10-day waiting period like I 
had to do in California. I was waiting 
for California DOJ Firearms Bureau 
Agents to jump out of the bushes and 
arrest me!

WAITING FOR THE BOOGEYMAN
It was at that moment I realized just 

how much the state of California had 
been suppressing my constitutional 
rights. Don’t get me wrong, I knew 
that the state had been suppressing 

BY KEITH GRAVES

MOVING FROM 
CALIFORNIA  
TO THE U.S.
A GUN 
OWNER’S 
JOURNEY
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my rights my whole life. I was angry 
about it, too and was active in trying 
to overturn their wrong decisions. But 
until you exercise those constitutional 
freedoms in a free state, it all comes 
to light.

I remember going to a gun store 
in the city where I worked. I was in 
uniform, carrying a GLOCK 35 on 
my hip, a GLOCK 43 in my pocket, 
and an HK416 was in my trunk along 
with an Accuracy International .308. I 
still had to wait a 10-day “cooling-off 
period.” Rest assured, the cooling-off 
period did nothing to protect the 
good citizens of California. I was 
talking to a man next to me about 
what guns we both owned. Suffice 
it to say, the man next to me didn’t 
need a cooling-off period either. 
He had ready access to all sorts of 
firearms, including his legally carried 
concealed weapon. Again, California 

was safer with these great men and 
women possessing their firearms. 
Suppressing their rights and making 
them wait 10 days did nothing to 
protect the public.

WAITING PERIODS DON’T MAKE 
YOU SAFE

I worked a case once where a 
young lady was suicidal. She went to a 
local gun shop, bought a .357 revolver 
and some ammunition and then left. 
Ten days later, she returned to the 
shop, picked up her handgun and 
then went home and killed herself. 
The 10-day waiting period did not 
help protect her. She had a plan and 
carried it out.

FELON IN CALIFORNIA, FREE MAN 
EVERYWHERE ELSE

Here’s a quick overview of my 2A 
activities since moving back to the 

United States from California:
I have been buying ammunition on-

line and having it sent to my house (in 
California, residents must buy ammo 
from an approved vendor and have 
a background check, delaying your 
purchase).

I bought a couple of silencers (it’s a 
felony in California with a prison term 
of 16 months to 3 years in prison).

I bought a handgun for my 19-year-
old daughter, took her to the range 
and taught her how to move and 
shoot. She now carries that gun con-
cealed since my new state allows con-
stitutional carry for anyone over 18.

In California, I never sold guns 
because the state makes it difficult, 
and they keep outlawing guns (don’t 
get rid of it, you may not be able to 
get another one down the road when 
they make it illegal). Now, I’ve been 
selling the dead weight. The first time 

The author’s son shooting a Palmetto State Armory AK-P pistol. This was one of many new guns purchased after moving from CA. (KEITH GRAVES)

I sold a gun in Idaho, it was in the 
parking lot of a grocery store. The guy 
was the nicest guy ever. We talked 
for 30 minutes before splitting ways. 
Again, I felt like I had done something 
wrong, until I realized it is completely 
normal in the rest of the U.S.

I’ve bought a couple of AR-15s, 
which are illegal in California and 
imprisonable for up to 1 year in the 
county jail or state prison.

I took off all of my bullet buttons 
and replaced them with real mag-
azine releases. Don’t know what a 
bullet button is? You must live in 
America. Google bullet button to see 
what it is.

DON’T VOTE LIKE YOU ARE IN 
CALIFORNIA!

What else is it like moving out 

of California? I have cheaper DMV 
fees, lower taxes, lower crime, fewer 
people, more clean air and more 

freedom-loving people. As a career 
cop, California’s new gun laws made 
me angry. They were only affecting 
hardworking, law-abiding people. 
When I took a gun off of a drug dealer 
or gang member, it was often stolen. 
It was rarely purchased legally. Good, 
hardworking Californians abide by 
these laws because they don’t want to 
run afoul of the government. Crimi-
nals, though, didn’t care.

Nowadays, I spend a couple of 
times a week enjoying my newfound 
freedoms. Just don’t vote like you’re in 
California when you move!  CRPA 

Reprinted with permission. Edited from 
original article published on October 19, 
2019, on 2acops.com.

I felt like I had done 
something wrong. 

I didn’t wait my 
requisite 10-day 
waiting period 

like I had to do in 
California.
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W hen I joined the firearms 
industry in 2012, a statistic 
that absolutely shocked 

me was that two-thirds of all firearms 
deaths in the United States are due 
to suicide. I wondered why there wasn’t 
more conversation, focus and action around 
addressing this tragic problem in our country. 

The general public hears so much about 
mass shootings and assault weapons—one 
may think that these are the largest contributor 
to firearm deaths when indeed, they are not. 
Not even close. Out of the approximate 30,000 
U.S. deaths per year by firearms, 20,000 are 
suicides. Four Californians die every day from 
firearm suicide, according to a March 2019 
California Department of Public Health report. 
These are astounding numbers, and I believe 
Americans of all backgrounds can come togeth-
er and make a real difference in bringing these 
numbers down. 

FIREARMS INDUSTRY PARTNERS WITH 
SUICIDE PREVENTION EXPERTS

In February 2020, I attended a suicide pre-
vention conference in San Francisco sponsored 
by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
and the American Foundation for Suicide Pre-
vention (AFSP). Mental health practitioners, doc-
tors and counselors were in attendance to learn 

PROJECT 2025 about the life saving approaches refined over the decades. 
The AFSP is a key organization in this effort to collaborate with 
the VA and the firearms industry on how to properly approach 
suicide prevention. For the last 5 years, the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF) has also been lending its expertise to 
the AFSP and VA on how to effectively talk about firearms and 
build trust among gun ranges, retailers and gun owners. This 
unprecedented level of cooperation between professionals and 
their respective organizations is a game-changer. 

Many of the speakers noted that this is a watershed moment 
with momentum and vision aligned across multiple stakehold-
ers. One speaker noted that for decades, suicide by firearms 
seemed to be a third-rail 
that few were comfort-
able discussing out in 
the open. Now, this joint 
effort is equipping gun 
owners, families and 
friends with the tools and 
techniques to reduce 
suicide by firearms. 

FIREARMS INDUSTRY 
LENDS ITS CREDIBILITY

NSSF President and 
CEO Joe Bartozzi ad-
dressed the conference 
crowd of over 200 people 
with a very inspiring 
speech. He noted how the 
NSSF is fully committed 
to this partnership and 
that the firearms industry 
wants to make a difference. Many medical practitioners in the 
audience seemed visibly moved by Bartozzi’s speech, and after-
ward, I heard many participants state their excitement about 
being a part of something big. 

The NSSF’s involvement directly connects suicide prevention 
experts with the firearms community, manufacturers, gun rang-
es and shops. This rare moment in time has been many years in 
the making of building rapport and trust.

Rewinding the tape, back at the 2017 NSSF SHOT Show in 
Las Vegas, AFSP Chief Medical Officer Dr. Christine Moutier ran 
a seminar on suicide prevention. It was well-attended by gun 
range and shop owners, and I remember hearing emotional 
testimonies from range owners and gun owners who had been 
affected by suicides at their places of business as well as in their 
personal lives. The overwhelming response from the seminar 
was that attendees were so thankful that the NSSF and AFSP 

BY CHRIS CHENG

SAVING LIVES & HAVING 
BRAVE CONVERSATIONS

Four Californians 
die every day 
from firearm 

suicide, according 
to a March 

2019 California 
Department of 
Public Health 

report.

WHAT MORE CAN 
YOU DO?
IF YOU HAVE OR HAVE HAD 
SUICIDAL THOUGHTS, THERE 
ARE FREE 24/7/365 SUPPORT 
RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO YOU: 
■ National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline – 1-800-273-8255 or visit 
suicidepreventionlifeline.org
■ Veterans Crisis Line –  
1-800-273-8255, then press “1” or   
visit veteranscrisisline.net
■ Crisis Text Line – Text “HOME” to 
741741 crisistextline.org 
■ The Trevor Project – 1-866-488-7386
■ Project 2025 – project2025.afsp.org

IF YOU KNOW SOMEONE 
WHO IS AT RISK, HERE IS 
SOME GUIDANCE FROM THE 
AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR 
SUICIDE PREVENTION:
Have an honest conversation:
1. Talk to them in private.
2. Listen to their story.
3. Tell them you care about them.
4. Ask directly if they are thinking about 
suicide.
5. Encourage them to seek treatment or 
contact their doctor or therapist.
6. Avoid debating the value of life, 
minimizing their problems or giving 
advice.

IF A PERSON SAYS THEY ARE 
CONSIDERING SUICIDE:
■ Take the person seriously.
■ Stay with them.
■ Help them remove lethal means.
■ Call the National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline: 1-800-273-8255.
■ Text “TALK” to 741741 to text with a 
trained crisis counselor from the Crisis 
Text Line for free, 24/7.
■ Escort them to mental health services 
or an emergency room.
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were working together, and the crowd 
wanted to learn more. I was heartened 
to see the positive reception, given the 
firearm industry’s trepidation. It was 
one of many key turning points to get 
us to where we are today. Over the past 
few years, a number of gun ranges and 
shops have been piloting different pro-
grams and initiatives, which brings me 
to an AFSP effort called “Project 2025.”

The goal of Project 2025 is to reduce 
U.S. suicides by 20% by the year 2025. 
It is ambitious and lofty and deserving 
of our attention and efforts. Significant 
resources are dedicated to making Proj-
ect 2025 a success. Dr. Megan McCarthy 
is the new AFSP vice president leading 
Project 2025. She is the former national 
deputy director for suicide prevention at 
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
and brings her vast knowledge and 
experience to this multi-year project. 

Dr. McCarthy highlights that “none of 
us can prevent firearm suicide alone, 
but if we continue to strengthen collab-
orations among the firearms industry, 
healthcare organizations and suicide 
prevention advocates, we can save lives. 
Through Project 2025, the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention is 
working with retailers, range owners 
and gun owners in every part of our 
nation to reach its goal to reduce the 
suicide rate in the U.S. 20% by the year 
2025.” 

THE NEXT 5 YEARS
Will Project 2025 be a success by the 

time 2025 rolls around? The firearms 
industry, the VA and the suicide preven-
tion community are all rallying together. 
For the first time in generations, there is 
a solid chance of success. This unprec-
edented collaboration of industries will 
hopefully succeed in an ambitious goal 
of reducing suicides by firearms by 20% 
in the next 5 years. 

Each of us can make a difference, 
and like most things, that all starts 

with educating ourselves. A good place 
to begin is NSSF’s Suicide Prevention 
Toolkit website nssf.org/safety/
suicide-prevention-toolkit and the 
VA/NSSF/AFSP Toolkit for safe firearm 
storage in communities mentalhealth.
va.gov/suicide_prevention/docs/
Toolkit_Safe_Firearm_Storage_
CLEARED_508_2-24-20.pdf (also 
accessible via https://bit.ly/2KnuiKN).

Suicide is often an uncomfortable 
topic to discuss, but it doesn’t have to 
be if we support each other in talking 

about things openly. Many of us in the 
gun community want to save lives, and 
suicide prevention is another venue for 
us to do some good.   CRPA 

Chris Cheng is History 

Channel’s Top Shot Season 4 

Champion and author of the 

book, Shoot to Win for the 

beginning shooter. Cheng is a 

Bay Area resident and works 

full-time in Silicon Valley.

www.weatherby.com

FIREARMS AND  
SUICIDE PREVENTION

Firearms retailers and range owners are in a unique 
position to help prevent suicide given their ongoing 
contact with the firearms-owning community. Suicide 
prevention training for those who influence a specific 
community can reduce the suicide risk for that 
community. Learn more at afsp.org/firearms.
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On April 23, the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of 
California issued a preliminary injunction against California’s 
background check law for ammunition purchases. As the 

court found, the failed system improperly prevents lawful purchases 
by very large numbers of law-abiding citizens.

PRELIMINARY 
INJUNCTION BLOCKS 
DYSFUNCTIONAL CA 
AMMO BACKGROUND 
CHECKS

LIFTING

‘THE
SEVEREST 
BURDEN’

BY DAVID KOPEL, FIRST PUBLISHED 
IN REASON, VOLOKH CONSPIRACY

Starting in 2018, California pro-
hibited consumers from purchasing 
ammunition by mail. Then in 2019, 
California forbade Californians from 
buying ammunition at stores in other 
states and required background 
checks for in-state retail sales. All the 
new restrictions are now blocked 
by the preliminary injunction. Some 
mail-order ammunition vendors have 
prioritized sales to Californians and 

began fulfilling orders on the evening 
the decision was issued.

Lead plaintiff in the case is Kim 
Rhode, who shoots skeet and trap, is 
the only U.S. individual athlete to win 
medals in six consecutive Olympics 
and the only American to win Olym-
pic medals on five different conti-
nents. (The sole other athlete with six 
consecutive medals in six Olympics is 
Italian luge racer Armin Zöggeler.) Also 

among the plaintiffs is the California 
Rifle & Pistol Association. Attorneys 
for the plaintiffs are Michel & Associ-
ates, and their page for all the filings 
in the case is here.

California Attorney General Becerra 
asked U.S. District Judge Roger Benitez 
for a stay of the injunction pending 
appeal. The motion was denied; 
the balance of the equities did not 
favor unconstitutionally preventing 
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law-abiding Californians from acquir-
ing ammunition. The Attorney General 
then filed a notice of interlocutory 
appeal with the Ninth Circuit.

Judge Benitez’s opinion explains the 
Catch-22 that California has created 
for persons attempting to purchase 
ammunition. According to Califor-
nia law, only citizens may purchase 
ammunition. But California issues 
drivers licenses to “illegal aliens” (the 
term used in federal statutes). Millions 
of California citizens have drivers’ li-

censes that are indistinguishable from 
the drivers’ licenses carried by illegal 
aliens in California. Therefore, a stan-
dard California driver’s license is in-
sufficient for attempting to purchase 
ammunition. The California citizen 
with a California driver’s license must 
instead obtain and present a passport 
or a certified birth certificate. Plaintiffs 
say that obtaining a certified birth 
certificate in California takes up to 22 
weeks, while the California govern-
ment promises delivery in less than 

8 weeks. A passport would take even 
longer, since the application usually 
requires a certified birth certificate.

It is doubtful that requiring 
law-abiding Californians to spend 
weeks or months obtaining alternative 
identification is motivated by a sincere 
determination to keep ammunition 
out of the hands of illegal aliens. Giv-
en that the Legislature has declared 
California to be a sanctuary state, an 
illegal alien who did try to illegally buy 
ammunition would presumably not 
be prosecuted.

The district court noted the plight 
of David Dodd, a retired veteran. 
Because he was adopted at a young 
age and does not know his biological 
father’s full name, he cannot obtain 
a certified birth certificate. And thus 
California prevents him from purchas-
ing ammunition at all.

Six hundred and forty thousand 
Californians who apparently did have 
passports or certified birth certificates 
did attempt to purchase ammunition. 
Of those, 188 were properly rejected 
because of a disqualifying condition 
found in the California background 
check database (e.g., felony convic-
tion, certain misdemeanors, mental 
health holds). Additionally, 101,047 
lawful applicants were improperly 
blocked.

In other words, 99.8% of ammuni-
tion [background] check denials were 
erroneous.

Many lawful would-be buyers were 
blocked because they are not in 
California’s database of gun owners. 
But there is no legal requirement that 
a person must be in the database in 
order to possess ammunition; the 
California gun-owner registration 
database is compiled by harvesting re-
cords of firearm background checks; 
persons who acquired their firearms 
before the registration system was 
imposed are lawful owners who are 

Title 1™

www.franklinarmory.com

Fixed, Featureless, and now a Full Featured 
option for California...

Visit our website for more info:

Lead plaintiff in the case is Kim Rhode, 
who shoots skeet and trap, is the only 
U.S. individual athlete to win medals in 
six consecutive Olympics and the only 
American to win Olympic medals on 
five different continents.
(BERETTA)
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not in the registry. (The registry was 
created for handguns in 1990 and for 
long guns in 2014.) 

Other buyers were rejected because 
of identifier mismatches, such as 
currently living at a different address 
than they did when they bought a 
firearm years before.

It might not be accurate to consider 
a system of mass false denials to be 
merely the result of incompetence. 
Ever since the gun control lobbies 
were founded in the 1970s, they have 
endeavored to place every possible 
obstacle in the way of lawful firearms 
ownership and use, as part of a long-
term strategy to drive down the num-
ber of gun owners, as I detailed in a 
recent article for Colorado Politics. One 
of the most active anti-gun litigants, 
the Gifford organization, moved to 
file an amicus brief in defense of the 
quasi-prohibitory ammunition law, 
although Judge Benitez denied the 
motion. (Practice tip: Appellate courts 
are generally lenient in accepting am-
icus briefs and have procedural rules 
for filing them; trial courts rarely have 
amicus rules, and some trial judges do 
not favor amicus briefs.)

As Judge Benitez’s opinion explains, 
buyers who are improperly reject-
ed must then proceed through an 
opaque and slow process to ask the 
California Department of Justice (CA 
DOJ) to put them on its list of persons 
who are allowed to purchase ammu-
nition.

In effect, the CA DOJ has inverted 
the normal system of background 
checks to turn it into a system of 
presumptive denial. In a normal 
background check system, such as the 
National Instant Check System run by 
the FBI, the buyer’s name is checked 
against a list of prohibited persons 
(e.g., persons with certain criminal 
convictions). Unless the buyer is on 
the prohibited list, the sale proceeds. 

But in California, unless the buyer is 
on the California registry of gun own-
ers and lives at the same address as 
when the buyer purchased a firearm 
years before, the sale is denied.

As an alternative to the above dys-
functional California system, a would-
be ammunition buyer may pay an 
extra fee for a different background 
check. There were 19,599 Californians 
who chose this route. Of them, 570 
were properly denied, and 342 were 
improperly denied. Of those who 

were approved, a quarter of them 
were approved promptly, while the 
rest had to wait 1 to 3 days for an 
approval. The functional check costs 
$19, while the dysfunctional check 
costs only $1. If you pay the $19 for 
the mostly functional check on Mon-
day and are allowed to purchase the 
ammunition on Thursday, the state 
should put you on the list of approved 
buyers, so you could buy more am-
munition the next week and use the 
$1 check. But the state government 
refuses to add people to pay the extra 
fee to the list of approved buyers.

The chilling effect of the California 
system is powerful. Before the system 
was implemented, the state estimated 
that of the 4.5 million people in its 
gun-owner registry, about 3 million 
would purchase ammunition four of 
five times a year—resulting in about 
13 million ammunition background 
checks annually. The actual number 
has been far less: about 630,000 in 
the 7 months since the retail limits 
went into effect on July 1, 2019. In oth-
er words, the new California system 
seems to have deterred or prevented 
over 2 million law-abiding Californians 
from purchasing ammunition.
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99.8%
of ammunition 

check 
denials were 
erroneous.

Starting on July 1, 2025, the dys-
functional ammunition check system 
will be extended to gun parts (Calif. 
AB 879, signed into law by Governor 
Newsom in 2019), thus serving to 
prevent law-abiding Californians from 
replacing a worn-out barrel, buying a 
better trigger, and so on.

In issuing the preliminary injunction, 
Judge Benitez found that plaintiffs 
had a strong likelihood of success on 
the merits. The right to keep and bear 
arms necessarily includes the right 
to acquire ammunition, as the Ninth 
Circuit and all other courts that have 
examined the issue have held.

A law that improperly prevents 
huge numbers of law-abiding per-
sons from acquiring ammunition is 
straightforwardly unconstitutional 
under the methodology used by the 
Supreme Court in its leading Second 
Amendment cases, District of Columbia 
v. Heller and McDonald v. Chicago, the 
judge noted.

Rather than copying the methodol-
ogy of Heller and McDonald, most of 
the federal circuit courts, including the 
Ninth, have adopted a complicated 
interest-balancing test, as urged by 
Justice Breyer in his Heller dissent. The 
California quasi-ban on ammunition 
purchases fails that test as well, ac-
cording to Judge Benitez. Because the 
law is completely novel in American 
history, it does not qualify for any pre-
sumption of constitutionality. (Heller 
said that certain “longstanding” laws, 
such as “conditions and qualifications” 
for firearms stores, were “presump-
tively” constitutional.)

A de facto ban on ammunition 
acquisition by law-abiding citizens is 
“the severest burden” on the Second 
Amendment right. Imposing this bur-
den on over 100,000 lawful citizens 
is unconstitutional per se. Of the 
persons who are improperly denied 
in a given month, only 40% to 48% 
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are eventually able to convince the 
CA DOJ to let them buy ammunition 
later. Even for them, the wrongful 
denial of their right to purchase am-
munition for weeks or months is still 
significant constitutional injury.

If the burden were instead as-
sumed to be relatively modest, 
then the often lenient standards of 
intermediate scrutiny might apply. 
Yet under intermediate scrutiny, the 
Attorney General still failed to carry 
his burden of proving that the law is 
appropriately “tailored” for a reason-
able “fit.” To the contrary, the mass 
numbers of false denials show that 
the law is very badly tailored.

Moreover, a recent study by a gun 
control research center created by 
the California Legislature showed 
that California’s firearms purchase 
background check system, imple-
mented in 1991, had no discernible 
benefits in reducing suicide or ho-
micide. The study also reported that 
repeal of background check systems 
in Tennessee and Indiana had no sta-
tistically discernable adverse effects. 
(Alvaro Castillo-Carniglia, et al., “Cali-
fornia’s Comprehensive Background 
Check and Misdemeanor Violence 
Prohibition Policies and Firearm 
Mortality,” 30 Annals of Epidemiology 
50 (Jan. 2018).)

In sum:
There is only one policy enshrined in 
the Bill of Rights. Guns and ammu-
nition in the hands of criminals, 
tyrants and terrorists are poison-
ous; guns in the hands of law-abid-
ing, responsible citizens are the 
antidote. To give full life to the core 
right of self-defense, every law-abid-
ing, responsible individual citizen 
has a constitutionally protected 
right to keep and bear firearms 
and ammunition. No legislature or 
popular vote has the constitutional 
authority to dictate to a citizen that 

he or she may not acquire ordinary 
and popular ammunition for his or 
her guns. Nor may the acquisition 
process be made so unreasonably 
difficult that she simply throws up 
her hands and surrenders the right. 
Plaintiffs have made a sufficient 
showing of their likelihood of suc-
ceeding on the merits of the Second 
Amendment claims.
Plaintiffs also challenged the 

ammunition restrictions under the 
dormant commerce clause, since the 
restrictions favor California vendors 

over those from other states. Non-Cal-
ifornia ammunition vendors can sell 
to Californians only by: 1. Opening a 
store in the state; or 2. Convincing a 
California ammunition vendor to act 
as an in-state retailer for the out-of-
state product. A similar discrimination 
between New York in-state and out-
of-state wineries was held unconsti-
tutional by the U.S. Supreme Court in 
Granholm v. Heald, 544 U.S. 460 (2005).

If California had a functional system 
of ammunition background checks, it 
could require non-California vendors 
to use the same background check 
system for California residents that 
California vendors do. “The isolation-
ist burdens on interstate commerce 
created by California’s Proposition 63 
appears at this early stage of litigation 
to far outweigh whatever benefit it is 
designed to achieve.”

Another element in preliminary 
injunctions is irreparable injury. As 
with the First Amendment, the loss of 
Second Amendment rights for even 
a short time is an irreparable injury. 
Indeed, “The right to keep and bear 
arms is the insurance policy behind 
the right to life. If a state regulation 
prevents a citizen from protecting his 
life, his other constitutional rights will 
be superfluous. The right to keep and 
bear arms protects both tangible and 
intangible interests which cannot be 
compensated by damages . . . When 
one needs to defend herself, family or 
property right now, but is defenseless 
for lack of ammunition, it is the heavi-
est kind of irreparable harm.”

A third factor in preliminary injunc-
tions is the balance of harms. The 
Ninth Circuit has rejected the view 
that temporary non-enforcement of 
a state statute pending trial on the 
merits is such a terrible hardship that 
it outweighs the continuing harm of 
denial of citizens’ constitutional rights.

The final factor in preliminary in-

junctions is the public interest. “It is al-
ways in the public interest to prevent 
government from violating a citizen’s 
constitutional rights.” This is especially 
true when the harm suffered by the 
public is denial of necessary tools for 
lawful defense of life.

In the current pandemic, “Courts 
are limping by while police make 
arrests for only the more serious 
crimes. Maintaining Second Amend-
ment rights are especially important 
in times like these. Keeping vigilant 

is necessary in both bad times and 
good, for if we let these rights lapse 
in the good times, they might never 
be recovered in time to resist the next 
appearance of criminals, terrorists or 
tyrants.”

In conclusion, Judge Benitez points 
out that the preliminary injunction 
does not mean that all background 
checks on ammunition purchasers are 
necessarily unconstitutional. What is 
unconstitutional is California’s of-
ten-prohibitory system:

If the state objective is to make it 
extremely difficult, if not impossible, 
for its law-abiding citizens to purchase 
protected ammunition, then this law 
appears to be well-drafted. However, 
if the genuine object is to keep ammu-
nition out of the hands of those who 
should not be able to buy it, perhaps 
the state could create a database (that 
would include persons prohibited, 
i.e., aliens unlawfully present, felons 
and others) and simply make that 
information available to sellers by 
cross-checking with the magnetic strip 
on a standard driver’s license and 
by allowing out-of-state vendors the 
same ability to engage in commerce 
as it does California vendors.

The next stage of this case will be 
the interlocutory appeal to the Ninth 
Circuit. There, some gun control 
groups and advocates will reveal their 
true character. Rather than urging the 
California Legislature to adopt a func-
tional and fair system for ammunition 
background checks, they will demand 
the perpetuation of a grossly abusive 
system for denying law-abiding citi-
zens the tools to defend themselves 
and their families.   CRPA 

David Kopel is research 
director at the Indepen-
dence Institute in Denver, 
an adjunct professor of 
constitutional law at the 
University of Denver’s 
Sturm College of Law and 
an adjunct scholar at the Cato Institute. He is 
the author of 17 books, including The Morality 
of Self-Defense and Military Action: The Ju-
deo-Christian Tradition; The Truth about Gun 
Control; and No More Wacos: What’s Wrong 
with Federal Law Enforcement and How to 
Fix It. His website is davekopel.org. Find him on 
Twitter, @davekopel.

C.D. “Chuck” Michel
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TRUST
It’s the foundation of the

Attorney-Client relationship.
You trust the lawyers at Michel 

& Associates to defend your 
Second Amendment rights.

You can trust us to help with 
your other legal problems too.

Whether you’ve have been injured, been sued, need 
to �le a lawsuit, need business advice, or have other 
legal issues, we can help. You can trust us to make 
sure your legal rights are protected. 

Email or call us today for free consultation.

Proud to support CRPA with a portion of contingency 
fee recovery donated towards the �ght to protect your 

right to keep and bear arms!

Michel & Associates, Attorneys at Law
cmichel@michellawyers.com       (562) 216-4444

Starting on July 
1, 2025, the 

dysfunctional 
ammunition 

check system will 
be extended to 

gun parts … thus 
serving to prevent 

law-abiding 
Californians from 
replacing a worn-
out barrel, buying 
a better trigger, 

and so on.
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Well folks, this is 
certainly the most 
unique Legislative 

Report I have submitted to 
you since I took over the role 
as your legislative director 3 
years ago! My, 
how time flies when 
you are having fun. 
First and foremost, 
I hope this report 
finds you and yours 
healthy, and this 
horrible plague is a 
thing of the past. I 
for one am ready to 
get back to life and 
share meals and 
good times again with 
family and friends. I have not seen my 
granddaughters in over a month and 
am experiencing grandpa withdrawls! 
Spring turkey season, one of the things 
I live for, was a “social distance bust!”

Ok, enough of the rant. What can 
I tell you about things at the Capital? 
Not much! Please do not quote me 
on any of this, but I at least want to 
tell you what I know at this point. It is 
looking like most all the bills we faced, 
both good and bad, will not be heard 
this legislative session. Indications are 

if and when they do go back to ses-
sion, members will be limited to plus 
or minus five bills each, the scope of 
which will be COVID-19 or recovery-re-
lated. However, remember who has 
the majority in the building and who 
makes the rules, so your guess is as 
good as mine regarding what “recov-
ery-related” means.

So, hip-hip-hurray! No nasty an-
ti-Second Amendment and no an-
ti-hunting bills this year?! Certainly 
good news for now, but remember 
we have just kicked the ugly little can 
down the road for another year. Rust 
never sleeps; this only gives our ad-
versaries much more time to fine-tune 
the half-baked legislation they brought 
forward this session. Oh, and while 
they are out of session, we still have 
members trying to limit your constitu-
tional rights with the stroke of a pen! 
Yes, Assembly member Santiago from 
Los Angeles tried to have the governor 
deem firearms stores as non-essential 
and ban your access to firearms in this 
time of crisis! Oh, just wait till you read 
the letter (see page 41). Basically, Mr. 
Santiago thinks we are a bunch of im-
pulsive racists who cannot be trusted 
with firearms. He puts us in the same 
boat with the 20,000-plus armed pro-
hibited felons roaming the streets of 

California. Yes, the armed felons DOJ 
could be dealing with if they were not 
busy enforcing all these ridiculous new 
gun laws!

How about a glimmer of hope? I 
honestly hate to say anything, but 
have you noticed our governor seems 
to be acting a little more presidential 
lately? Twice recently he recognized 
the authority of county sheriffs to 
keep firearms and ammunition stores 
deemed essential and remain open to 
serve their communities. Many times 
during this crisis I have seen the liberal 
press try to bait him into bashing 
President Trump, and he refuses. Do 
I think the governor has changed and 
sees things our way now? Oh, hell no! 
But I do see a man who is looking at a 

BY ROY 
GRIFFITH
CRPA 
LEGISLATIVE 
LIAISON

REMAIN VIGILANT DURING COVID-19

 

MS: ng 

April 13, 2020 
 
The Honorable Gavin Newsom  
Governor, State of California 
State Capitol, 1st Floor  
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: Suspension of Firearm and Ammunition Sales during the COVID-19 State of Emergency    
 
Dear Governor Newsom, 
 
Thank you for the work that you and your administration have been doing to face down the COVID-19 
pandemic. I am writing today to urge you to enact a statewide suspension of firearm and ammunition 
sales, with an exception for law enforcement and authorized peace officers.  
 
COVID-19 has incited a wave of panic across the nation. We see this in the panic-buying of household 
items, cleaning supplies, personal protective gear, and now, firearms and ammunition. Firearm and 
ammunition sales have surged exponentially in the last 30 days with some retailers claiming an increase 
of 70 percent in the 11 days following Italy’s reported outbreak of COVID-19 cases. While personal 
safety is extremely important during these challenges times, so is public safety. According to the 
Department of Justice, approximately 22,424 firearms are still in the hands of prohibited persons in 
California. Public safety amidst a public health crisis must continue to be our shared priority.  
 
Adding more firearms to our current state of affairs perpetuates the cycle of public panic and impulsive 
action. An increased population of firearms in our state not only poses a greater risk to children and 
families who are largely confined to their homes, but also to our communities facing racially motivated or 
otherwise targeted hate. The people of California are grappling with a new reality brought on by COVID-
19 and we have a responsibility to respond to our state’s need for confidence and certainty. By suspending 
firearm and ammunition sales and arming Californians with strong safeguards on public health and safety 
reinforced by state peace officers, we can mitigate undue risks to our public.  
 
Once again, thank you for your proactive leadership during these trying times. Your tireless efforts and 
continued action are saving millions of Californians and benefiting Americans across the nation.  
 
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (916) 319-2053. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
MIGUEL SANTIAGO 
Assembly Member, 53rd District 
 

Do I think the 
governor has 

changed and sees 
things our way 

now? Oh, hell no!

presidential run in 2024 and realizes his 
California ways will get him votes with 
Middle America! Did any of you see 
the CRPA news video I did a while back 
when I encouraged our governor to 
use some common sense when signing 
or vetoing legislation before him? I 
commented on Kamala Harris tanking 
in her presidential run, and I suggested 

the governor should take notice if he 
really wants to be president one day. 
Do you think the governor watches 
CRPA news? I guess not, because he 
signed every piece of crap legislation 
put before him last session. Maybe this 
ugly can getting kicked down the road 
a year gets us 1 year closer to 2024 and 
a governor who can better separate his 

personal beliefs from what is constitu-
tional and best for the nation? A boy 
can dream right? Either way, we are 
ready to go and already have our op-
position letters written for next session! 
Please stay tuned, stay informed and 
get everyone you know to get out and 
vote this fall! We cannot do this without 
all of your support!    CRPA 
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HIGHLY ANTICIPATED 
CASE FOUND MOOT
On April 27, the Supreme 

Court of the United 
States (SCOTUS) 

issued its much-anticipated 
disposition of the New York 
State Rifle & Pistol Association v. 
City of New York (NYSRPA) case. 
As many predicted, the Court found 
the case “moot.” That means that the 
Court decided it lacked jurisdiction to 
do anything other than remand the 
case back down the chain for further 
development on a coupe of narrow 
issues. 

The most significant aspects of the 
Court’s decision are the additional 
opinions issued by Kavanaugh, Alito, 
Gorsuch and Thomas. Writing only for 
himself, Kavanaugh expressed his con-
currence with the Court’s mootness 
finding. He further expressed his belief 
that the seminal Heller decision has 
been widely misapplied, and that the 
Court should address that issue with 
one of the other Second Amendment 

cases with certiorari petitions pending 
before it. 

Justice Alito wrote a separate 29-
page dissent vigorously de-construct-
ing what he believes to be a great 
mistake in finding the case moot. 
Although his strident support for the 
Second Amendment here is greatly 
appreciated and confidence inspiring, 
it unfortunately was not persuasive 
with enough of the Court’s Justices to 
keep the case alive. 

Arguably more important than the 
mootness disposition in NYSRPA is that 

on the same day that the Court issued 
its opinion, there were important activ-
ities in 11 Second Amendment cases 
that have been on “hold” and pending 
on the Supreme Court’s docket. These 
matters were “distributed for confer-
ence” with May 20 as the conference 
date. This indicates that there is 
probably a strong, coordinated effort 
at the Court, likely led by Kavanaugh, 
Alito, Gorsuch and Thomas, to get a 
Second Amendment matter onto the 
Court’s calendar. By the time you read 
this, we should know whether the Su-
preme Court took one of those cases 
to review.

The cases pending in the SCOTUS 
challenge everything from “may-issue” 
concealed carry schemes to “assault 
weapon” and “large capacity” maga-
zine bans, to other more arcane but 
important Second Amendment issues. 
Regardless of what case the Court 
decides to take, if any, it seems very 
clear that there is a strong pro-Sec-
ond Amendment wing of the Court 
that has been energized by the City 
of New York’s underhanded and 

BY ALEX FRANK

Regardless of what 
case the Court decides 
to take, if any, it seems 

very clear that there 
is a strong pro-Second 
Amendment wing of 

the Court …

duplicitous efforts to rob the Court of 
jurisdiction to hear the NYSRPA case. 
What remains unknown is whether 
Chief Justice Roberts will side with 
this wing of the Supreme Court. That 
likely depends on just how ambitious 

the pro-2A jurists are in seeking to 
protect and expand the scope of the 
Second Amendment. It also depends 
on what happens with the upcoming 
election—particularly regarding Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s advanced age 

and declining health. If President 
Trump is reelected and able to appoint 
Ginsburg’s successor, there will likely 
be another strong pro-Second Amend-
ment vote in the Court in time to hear 
one of these cases.  CRPA 

This report provides an overview of just some of the efforts being taken to protect the rights of California gun owners. 
Although litigation plays an extremely important role in the fight for the right to keep and bear arms, there are many other 
tremendous and equally important endeavors throughout California and across the nation. 

Protecting the Second Amendment requires an enormous amount of resources and involvement in all levels of California’s 
government, including all 58 counties, all 482 municipalities and all state and local agencies tasked with enforcing the myriad of 
complex and ever-expanding gun laws. 

The digital version of this report, complete with links to relevant documents and additional information, can be found on 
NRA-ILA’s California web page at standandfightCalifornia.com and CRPA’s web page at crpa.org.

CALIFORNIA AND 9TH CIRCUIT LITIGATION MATTERS

ISSUE CASE 
NAME  CASE STATUS WHAT’S NEXT

CHALLENGE TO 
CALIFORNIA’S 
AMMUNITION 
SALES 
RESTRICTIONS

Rhode v. 
Becerra

The case was filed on April 26, 2018, in 
response to Proposition 63 and Senate 
Bill 1235’s restrictions regarding the sale 
and transfer of ammunition in California. 
The lawsuit challenges these restrictions 
as a violation of the Second Amendment, 
Commerce Clause and Equal Protection Clause 
of the U.S. Constitution, as well as a violation 
of the Firearm Owner’s Protection Act. 

The State filed a motion to dismiss which the 
district court denied. The case is now in the 
discovery phase of litigation. 

On April 23, 2020, the Honorable Roger Benitez 
granted plaintiffs’ request for a preliminary 
injunction. Consequently, the state was instantly 
legally barred from enforcing the ammunition 
laws at issue in this case. 

On April 24, 2020, Judge Benitez then denied the 
State’s request to stay his injunction. However, 
the State applied to the Ninth Circuit later that 
day for a stay which it granted, reinstating the 
status quo pending appeal of the case.

CHALLENGE TO 
CALIFORNIA’S 
“ASSAULT 
WEAPON” 
RESTRICTIONS

Rupp v. 
Becerra

The case was filed on April 24, 2017, in 
response to SB 880 and AB 1135. It challenges 
California’s entire “assault weapon” ban 
as violating the Second Amendment and 
due process and takings clauses of the U.S. 
Constitution. Plaintiffs filed a preliminary 
injunction motion to prevent the State from 
requiring individuals to provide the date 
they acquired their firearms and the name 
and address of the person from whom they 
acquired them, as a condition of registration, 
but that motion was denied on May 9, 2018.

Plaintiffs and the State filed cross-motions for 
summary judgment in late March 2019. The 
federal court heard oral argument on May 31, 
2019. Plaintiffs also filed multiple motions to 
disqualify several of the State’s expert witnesses. 

However, on July 22, 2019, the court granted the 
State’s motion for summary judgment, ending the 
case in the State’s favor.

Plaintiffs appealed to the 9th Cir. on August 27, 
2019. Plaintiffs filed their opening appeal brief on 
January 27, 2020.  

CHALLENGE TO 
DOJ’S RECENTLY 
ENACTED 
“ASSAULT 
WEAPON” 
REGISTRATION 
REGULATIONS

Villanueva 
v. Becerra

The case was filed on September 8, 2017, 
in response to California DOJ adopting 
regulations concerning newly classified 
“assault weapons” under SB 880 and AB 1135. 
It challenges the regulations under California’s 
Administrative Procedure Act because they 
were enacted without legislative authority and 
without any input from members of the public. 

On May 30, 2018, the court issued an order 
upholding the regulations as valid. Plaintiffs 
appealed and filed their opening brief in 
California’s 5th District Court of Appeal in late 
March 2019. Parties have submitted their appeal 
briefs and are awaiting scheduling of oral 
argument. 
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ISSUE CASE 
NAME  CASE STATUS WHAT’S NEXT

CHALLENGE TO 
CALIFORNIA’S 
BAN ON 
STANDARD 
CAPACITY 
MAGAZINES

Duncan v. 
Becerra

The case was filed in response to SB 1446 and Prop 
63. It challenges California’s ban on the acquisition 
and possession of magazines over 10 rounds. On 
June 29, the district court granted plaintiffs’ motion 
for a preliminary injunction, halting enforcement of 
the newly enacted possession ban while the case 
is litigated. The State immediately appealed the 
injunction order. In July 2018, the 9th Cir. upheld 
the issuance of the injunction. 

The federal district court, where Judge Benitez presides, 
granted plaintiffs’ summary judgment motion, which 
permanently enjoined Penal Code Sec. 32310 on March 
29, 2019. This legalized the acquisition of standard-
capacity magazines. However, the court entered a stay 
of the injunction, effective 5:00 p.m. on April 5, 2019. 
The State appealed its loss to the 9th Circuit. The 
Court heard oral arguments on April 2, 2020, via 
videoconference. The three-judge panel seemed 
receptive to plaintiffs’ case, and luckily, two of the three 
judges have conservative reputations.   

CHALLENGE TO CA 
AND LOS ANGELES 
FIREARM CARRY 
RESTRICTIONS 
THAT PROHIBIT 
BOTH OPEN AND 
CONCEALED 
CARRY

Flanagan v. 
Becerra

(Formerly 
Flanagan v. 
Harris)

The case was filed on August 17, 2016, as a direct 
response to Peruta. It seeks to force the court to 
decide whether it is willing to uphold a complete 
prohibition on the right of law-abiding citizens 
to carry a firearm for self-defense. The parties 
filed cross-motions for summary judgment. In 
May 2018, the court issued a decision granting 
defendant’s motion for summary judgment.

The 9th Cir. rejected the State’s petition to have 
the case heard initially by an 11-judge en banc 
panel along with the Young v. Hawaii lawsuit. 

However, instead of allowing the case to proceed, 
the 9th Cir. stayed the case on July 30, 2019, 
pending the outcome of Young v. Hawaii.

CHALLENGES 
DOJ’S USE OF 
DROS SURPLUS 
TO FUND APPS AS 
AN ILLEGAL TAX

Gentry v. 
Becerra

(Formerly 
Gentry v. 
Harris)

Plaintiffs filed an amended complaint alleging that 
the DROS fee is an invalid tax. On August 9, 2017, 
the district court issued a ruling granting plaintiffs’ 
request to prohibit DOJ from using DROS fees 
to fund unrelated law enforcement efforts and 
requiring DOJ to perform its statutorily required 
review of the current $19 fee to determine 
whether it is “no more than necessary to fund” 
DOJ’s costs for processing DROS transactions.

Trial was held in January of 2019. The court 
recently entered an order that will be 
incorporated into a forthcoming final judgment 
upholding the DROS fee as a legitimate regulatory 
fee. Plaintiffs argue that the court’s finding 
contradicts established law regarding regulatory 
fees. Plaintiffs appealed on June 4, 2019, and 
submitted their appeal brief on February 7, 2020.  

VAGUENESS 
CHALLENGE TO (AB 
962’S “HANDGUN 
AMMUNITION” 
SALES 
REGISTRATION 
REQUIREMENT AND 
MAIL ORDER BAN

Parker v. 
California

In December 2016, because of Prop 63, the 
California Supreme Court dismissed its review 
of a Court of Appeal opinion affirming the trial 
court’s order striking down AB 962. The Court 
of Appeal’s decision is now the final opinion, 
and plaintiffs are seeking their attorneys’ fees 
against the State.

After the trial court partially granted the plaintiffs’ 
motion for attorneys’ fees for work in the trial 
court, parties negotiated an agreement regarding 
a total fee award. In September 2019, plaintiffs 
received $433,860.20 from the State.

CHALLENGE TO LOS 
ANGELES’ REFUSAL 
TO DISCLOSE 
PUBLIC RECORDS 
REGARDING 
FIREARMS IN LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 
CUSTODY

CRPA v. 
City of Los 
Angeles

CRPA filed a lawsuit challenging Los Angeles 
City’s refusal to disclose records related to 
secretly obtained disposition orders used by 
LAPD to justify the destruction of firearms in 
its possession. Rather than litigate, the City 
agreed to settle the lawsuit and turn over the 
records to CRPA.

The City agreed to pay $35,000 to cover CRPA’s 
attorneys’ fees as a result of the lawsuit. The case 
is now closed. 

CHALLENGE TO LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY’S 
ACTIONS PREVENTING 
PEOPLE FROM BUYING 
GUNS AND AMMUNITION 
DURING THE COVID-19 
SITUATION, AND TO 
FORCED CLOSURES 
OF FIREARM AND 
AMMUNITION RETAILERS 
AND SHOOTING RANGES 
UNDER THREAT OF 
PROSECUTION.

Brandy v. 
Villanueva

Plaintiffs filed their complaint on March 27, 
2020, and their request for both a temporary 
restraining order and preliminary injunction 
on March 30, 2020. On April 6, 2020, the court 
denied plaintiffs’ temporary restraining order. 

The court has not yet set a date for the hearing 
on plaintiffs’ preliminary injunction motion.

NRA and CRPA also provide consulting advice and prepare amicus curiae or “friend of the court” briefs 
in firearm- and Second Amendment-related cases.

CALIFORNIA AND 9TH CIR. AMICUS  
OR CONSULTING SUPPORT

ISSUE CASE 
NAME  CASE STATUS WHAT’S NEXT

CHALLENGE TO 
CALIFORNIA’S 
HANDGUN 
ROSTER

Pena v. 
Lindley 
(Horan)

The federal district court upheld the Roster in 
2015. Plaintiffs appealed, and oral arguments 
were held on March 16, 2017. NRA and CRPA filed 
an amicus brief in the case on July 27, 2015. On 
August 3, 2018, the 9th Cir. upheld the Roster. 

Plaintiffs docketed their petition for writ of certiorari 
to the U.S. Supreme Court on January 3, 2019. It is 
now up to the Supreme Court to determine whether 
it will take or decline the case. On April 27, 2020, 
the Court updated the status to “Distributed for 
Conference” on May 1, 2020.

1ST AMENDMENT 
CHALLENGE TO 
HANDGUN AD 
PROHIBITION

Tracy Rifle 
and Pistol 
v. Becerra
(Formerly 
Tracy Rifle 
and Pistol 
v. Harris)

In July 2015, the district court denied a request to 
prohibit enforcement while the case proceeds. 
That decision was appealed, and in February 2016 
the 9th Cir. upheld the lower court’s order within 
2 weeks of oral arguments. However, following 
the appeal of the preliminary injunction, the 
district court issued a permanent injunction. 

As a result of the permanent injunction, California 
is now prohibited from enforcing its arbitrary and 
ineffective handgun ad ban.

STATE COURT 
CHALLENGE TO 
CALIFORNIA’S 
MICRO-STAMPING 
REQUIREMENTS

NSSF v. 
California

In December 2016, the California Court of Appeal 
issued a ruling in favor of NSSF, allowing the lawsuit 
to proceed in the lower court. But in June 2018, the 
California Supreme Court reversed, upholding the 
trial court’s judgment in favor of the State. NSSF 
petitioned the Supreme Court to reconsider its 
opinion, but that petition was denied in August 2018.

As a result of the California Supreme Court 
opinion, the case is now closed. Another case 
challenging the microstamping requirement/
roster, Pena v. Lindley (Horan), may be heard by 
the Supreme Court.

ISSUE CASE 
NAME  CASE STATUS WHAT’S NEXT

CHALLENGE TO VENTURA 
COUNTY’S ACTIONS 
PREVENTING PEOPLE 
FROM BUYING GUNS 
AND AMMUNITION 
DURING THE COVID-19 
SITUATION, AND TO 
FORCED CLOSURES 
OF FIREARM AND 
AMMUNITION RETAILERS 
AND SHOOTING RANGES 
UNDER THREAT OF 
PROSECUTION.

McDougall 
v. 
County of 
Ventura

Plaintiffs filed this case and a motion for 
preliminary injunction on April 14, 2020. Plaintiffs 
moved for a temporary restraining over on April 
24, 2020. The court denied the motion. Plaintiffs 
filed again, but the court denied again. 

Plaintiffs’ original motion for preliminary injunction is 
set to be heard on May 19, 2020. 

CHALLENGE TO 
SANTA CLARA’S (AND 
OTHER BAY AREA 
COUNTIES) ACTIONS 
PREVENTING PEOPLE 
FROM BUYING GUNS 
AND AMMUNITION 
DURING THE COVID-19 
SITUATION, AND TO 
FORCED CLOSURES 
OF FIREARM AND 
AMMUNITION RETAILERS 
AND SHOOTING RANGES 
UNDER THREAT OF 
PROSECUTION.

Altman 
v. County 
of Santa 
Clara

Plaintiffs filed their complaint on March 31, 
2020, and a motion for temporary restraining 
order/preliminary injunction on April 10, 2020. 
The court denied the temporary restraining 
order and did not rule on the preliminary 
injunction.  

Plaintiffs’ preliminary injunction motion is set to 
be heard May 20, 2020.
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CHALLENGE TO 
FEDERAL FIREARM 
RESTRICTION DUE 
TO NON-VIOLENT, 
DECADES-
OLD FELONY 
CONVICTION

Sessions v. 
Hatfield

Having suffered a lifetime firearm restriction due to 
a non-violent felony, plaintiff filed suit challenging 
the restriction as unconstitutional. On April 26, 2018, 
a federal district court struck down the restriction 
as unconstitutional as applied to the plaintiff. The 
government has appealed, with CRPA filing an 
important amicus brief on October 12, 2018. 

The 7th Cir. Court of Appeals issued an opinion on 
June 6, 2019, reversing the district court’s favorable 
ruling. On August 7, 2019, the 7th Cir. denied 
plaintiff’s petition to re-hear the case en banc. 
Plaintiff did not petition the Supreme Court for 
review. The case is over.  

WHETHER THE CITY 
OF NEW YORK’S BAN 
ON TRANSPORTING 
A LAWFULLY OWNED 
HANDGUN TO A HOME 
OR SHOOTING RANGE 
OUTSIDE CITY LIMITS IS 
CONSISTENT WITH THE 
SECOND AMENDMENT, 
COMMERCE CLAUSE 
AND RIGHT TO TRAVEL

New York 
State Rifle 
& Pistol 
Association, 
Inc. v. City 
of New York

The case is fully briefed at the U.S. Supreme 
Court, with oral argument scheduled for 
December 2, 2019. This is the first Second 
Amendment case to be heard in nearly a 
decade, with the potential to have significant 
impact on the scope of the right to bear arms.

As many Supreme Court observers predicted, the 
Court found the case “moot” and remanded it for 
further proceedings to the lower courts on April 
27, 2020. While disappointing, the Court signaled 
that it is very eager to take up another Second 
Amendment matter.

WHETHER THE 
FEDERAL LAW 
THAT PROHIBITS 
CONSUMERS 
FROM ACQUIRING 
HANDGUNS 
OUTSIDE THEIR 
HOME STATE 
IS CONSISTENT 
WITH THE SECOND 
AMENDMENT

Mance v. 
Barr

Plaintiff’s petition for writ of certiorari is 
pending before the U.S. Supreme Court. 

The Court will either grant cert, deny cert or 
let the case sit without any action. On April 
27, 2020, the Court changed the docket status 
to “Distributed for Conference of May 1, 
2020,” which means that the Court is actively 
considering the case.

CHALLENGES 
MASSACHUSETTS’ 
“MAY ISSUE” 
PUBLIC CARRY 
LICENSE 
FRAMEWORK

Gould  v. 
Lipson

The petition for certiorari is currently pending 
before the U.S. Supreme Court. The last activity in 
the case occurred in June 2019, but the Court has 
taken no actions since then that indicate whether 
it is going to reject or grant the application.

The Court will either grant cert, deny cert or 
let the case sit without any action. On April 
27, 2020, the Court changed the docket status 
to “Distributed for Conference of May 1, 
2020,” which means that the Court is actively 
considering the case.

THESE CASES BOTH 
CHALLENGE NEW 
JERSEY’S “MAY 
ISSUE” PUBLIC 
CARRY LICENSE 
FRAMEWORK

Cheeseman 
v.  Polillo
&
Ciolek
v. New 
Jersey

These cases both have petitions for certiorari 
pending before the U.S. Supreme Court. The 
last activity in these cases occurred in October 
2019, but the Court has taken no actions since 
then that indicate whether it is going to reject 
or grant the applications.

The Court will either grant cert, deny cert or let 
the cases sit without any action. On April 27, 
2020, the Court changed the docket status in 
both to “Distributed for Conference of May 1, 
2020,” which means that the Court is actively 
considering the case.

Alex Frank is a civil rights litigator at Michel & Associates, P.C., where he focuses 
on the Second Amendment and related constitutional issues.

ISSUE CASE 
NAME  CASE STATUS WHAT’S NEXT

THIS IS A CHALLENGE 
TO THE TRUMP 
ADMINISTRATION’S 
BUMP STOCK BAN 
ON TECHNICAL 
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 
GROUNDS

Guedes  v. 
ATF

This case was distributed for conference at 
the U.S. Supreme Court for the third time on 
January 24, 2020.

On March 2, 2020, the Court denied certiorari. 
The decision of the lower court upholding the 
ban shall stand.

CHALLENGE TO 
MASSACHUSETTS’ BAN 
ON THE POSSESSION OF 
“ASSAULT WEAPONS” 
AND STANDARD 
CAPACITY MAGAZINES

Worman v. 
Healey

This case was distributed for conference at the 
U.S. Supreme Court on January 10, 2020.

The Court will either grant cert, deny cert or let the 
case sit without any action. On April 27, 2020, the 
Court changed the docket status to “Distributed 
for Conference of May 1, 2020,” which means that 
the Court is actively considering the case.

CHALLENGES NEW 
JERSEY’S “MAY ISSUE” 
PUBLIC CARRY LICENSE 
FRAMEWORK (FEDERAL 
COURT)

Rogers v. 
Grewal

The petition for certiorari is currently pending 
before the U.S. Supreme Court. The last activity in 
the case occurred in May 2019, but the Court has 
taken no actions since then that indicate whether 
it is going to reject or grant the application. 

The Court will either grant cert, deny cert or let the 
case sit without any action. On May 7, 2020, the 
Court changed the docket status to “Distributed 
for Conference of May 23, 2020,” which means 
that the Court is actively considering the case.

CHALLENGE TO 
MARYLAND’S “MAY 
ISSUE” PUBLIC CARRY 
REGIME

Malpasso
v.
Pallozzi

This case was distributed for conference at the 
U.S. Supreme Court on January 24, 2020.

The Court will either grant cert, deny cert or let the 
case sit without any action. On April 27, 2020, the 
Court changed the docket status to “Distributed for 
Conference of May 1, 2020,” which means that the 
Court is actively considering the case.

CHALLENGES ILLINOIS 
POLICY OF REFUSING 
CARRY PERMITS TO 
MOST NON-RESIDENT 
APPLICANTS

Culp 
v. 
Raoul

This case was distributed for conference at the 
U.S. Supreme Court on February 21, 2020.

The Court will either grant cert, deny cert or let the 
case sit without any action. On April 27, 2020, the 
Court changed the docket status to “Distributed 
for Conference of May 1, 2020,” which means that 
the Court is actively considering the case.

THIS CASE ASKS A 
TECHNICAL QUESTION 
ABOUT THE ROLE 
OF LEGAL FIREARMS 
IN THE CONTEXT 
OF WARRANTLESS 
SEARCHES. IT IS A 4A 
CASE WITH POTENTIAL 
2A IMPLICATIONS

Baker 
v.
City of 
Trenton, MI

This case was distributed for conference at the 
U.S. Supreme Court on February 21, 2020.

Certiorari petition denied on February 24, 2020.

CHALLENGE TO 
“ASSAULT WEAPONS” 
AND STANDARD 
CAPACITY MAGAZINE 
BAN

Wilson 
v. 
Cook 
County, IL

Petition for certiorari filed on November 27, 
2019.

The Court will either grant cert, deny cert or let the 
case sit without any action. On April 27, 2020, the 
Court changed the docket status to “Distributed 
for Conference of May 1, 2020,” which means that 
the Court is actively considering the case.

CHALLENGES 18 U.S.C. 
§ 922(g)(4) WHICH 
PROHIBITS FIREARM 
POSSESSION FOR 
INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE 
BEEN INVOLUNTARILY 
COMMITTED TO A 
MENTAL INSTITUTION

Beers 
v. 
Barr

Petition for certiorari filed January 9, 2020. The Court will either grant cert, deny cert or 
let the case sit without any action. On April 
28, 2020, the Court changed the docket status 
to “Distributed for Conference of May 15, 
2020,” which means that the Court is actively 
considering the case.

NRA and CRPA also litigate and assist in critical Second Amendment cases across the country that 
could set precedent for future challenges to California gun laws. 

NATIONAL CASES WITH CALIFORNIA INTEREST

ISSUE CASE 
NAME  CASE STATUS WHAT’S NEXT

CHALLENGE 
TO SAN JOSE’S 
REFUSAL TO 
RETURN SEIZED 
FIREARMS

Rodriguez 
v. City of 
San Jose

Following the City of San Jose’s refusal to return 
firearms seized by law enforcement, a lawsuit was 
filed alleging violations of the Second, Fourth, Fifth 
and Fourteenth Amendments. In September 2017, 
a federal district court upheld the City’s refusal as 
constitutional. Plaintiff has appealed, with CRPA 
filing an important amicus brief on March 6, 2018.

Petitioners filed their certiorari petition with the 
Supreme Court on February 21, 2020. On April 20, 
2020, the Court updated the status to “Response 
Requested,” which has been known to increase the 
chance of the Court hearing the case. 
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Magicians have 
perfected the art 
of “misdirection” 

as a technique to distract 
the audience during a 
performance so that people 
don’t notice their slight-of-
hand and are left wondering 
how they did that. Politicians, 
or as former Arizona Sheriff Richard 
Mack calls them 
“polimagicians,” use 
similar techniques 
to hoodwink the 
electorate.

Former Obama 
advisor and Chicago 
Mayor Rahm Eman-
uel is known for his 
mantra: “Never let 
a crisis go to waste. 
And what I mean by 
that is it’s an opportunity to do things 
you think you could not do before.” 
With that lesson in mind, master 
polimagician Gavin Newsom’s abraca-
dabra phrase of choice, “Safety for All” 
(as used in Prop 63–Safety for All Act), 

is his way of misdirecting our attention 
to take advantage of the opportunity 
that the pandemic presents. 

“Safety” has been used by those who 
would eliminate the gun culture as 
justification to shut down gun rang-
es, lock people in their homes, close 
gun stores, not issue driver’s licenses 
or vehicle tags, not perform timely 
background checks, not renew FSCs, 
COEs or CCWs and slow or stop the 
Dealer Record of Sale (DROS) system 
in California.

When the shut-down orders first 
came out, gun stores were target-
ed with an illusion called “subtle 
closure”—ostensibly to prevent the 

spread of COVID-19. CRPA saw the 
abuses coming and swung into action. 
In county after county, from one end 
of the state to the other, gun stores 
were at risk of being declared “non-es-
sential” and shut down. I worked the 
phones and email along with CRPA 
staff as we educated local officials 
about the essential services gun 
stores perform. CRPA educated police 
departments, city council members, 
supervisors, government lawyers, 
sheriffs and others about what gun 
stores actually do, like assist local state 
and federal law enforcement with 
crime investigations, provide police, 
first responders and private security 
firms with the tools they need to do 
their jobs and conduct background 
checks on gun purchases—not to 
mention provide citizens with the 
means to defend their families as the 
Second Amendment guarantees. We 
also worked with CRPA’s lawyers at Mi-
chel & Associates to fight closures and 
to put out a legal Information Bulletin 
explaining why gun stores are “es-
sential” businesses that CRPA blasted 
across the state. 

The effort was tremendously suc-
cessful, and the majority of local gov-
ernments were convinced and allowed 
gun stores to stay open. Polimagicians 
and the gun ban lobby then used fear 
and a willing media to push the false 
narrative that people purchasing a 
firearm during the crisis were going to 
increase robberies, domestic violence 
and suicides. This charade worked to 
close gun stores in the most vehe-
mently anti-gun-owners’ jurisdictions 
like Santa Clara and Alameda counties 
and the cities of San Jose and Los An-
geles. The Los Angeles County sheriff 

‘POLIMAGICIANS’

‘Safety’ has been 
used by those who 

would eliminate 
the gun culture …

MASTERS OF 
POLITICAL 
DISTRACTION IN 
TIME OF CRISIS

BY RICK 
TRAVIS
DIRECTOR OF 
DEVELOPMENT
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CRPA’s lawyers are looking for volunteer plaintiffs to be 
part of our planned future lawsuits challenging California’s 

unconstitutional gun laws. 

There is no obligation, all responses are kept strictly 
confidential, and there are no fees or costs for folks who volunteer.

FOR PRO-2A LAWSUITS. 

HELP US HELP YOU! 
Email potentialplaintiffs@michellawyers.com for more information.

VOLUNTEER 
PLAINTIFFS 

NEEDED
STAND UP FOR 
YOUR RIGHTS!  

went back and forth on this issue 
several times but appeared like he was 
going to force gun stores to close. 

Meanwhile, dozens of gun rights 
groups were working with the White 
House and Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS). CRPA has a staff mem-
ber on a nationwide DHS committee 
who was specifically addressing this, 
among other issues. We asked DHS 
to protect California gun stores. Other 
groups like the NRA, National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF), Gun Own-
ers of California and many others also 
weighed in. The result was a national 
clarification that gun stores, ranges 
and manufacturers are considered 
“essential” by the federal government. 
That was enough to open gun stores 
in LA County and elsewhere. 

The elitist polimagicians then 
claimed that what the federal govern-
ment meant to say was that mayors 
and local police and sheriffs should 
make the decision. Thankfully, CRPA 
has built solid relationships with 
California sheriffs, so we worked with 
them again to make sure gun stores 
and ranges stayed open, CCW permit 
processes kept functioning, and safety 
and proficiency training classes were 
available. In the end, only those few 
anti-gun-owner jurisdictions held firm 
in keeping gun stores closed. So we 
sued them.

Keeping the training programs 
operating is critical considering that 
we now have hundreds of thousands 
of new gun owners in California as 
people lined up at those open gun 
stores to buy the tools they needed 
to protect their families in the event 
the pandemic breeds social unrest. 
CRPA is pushing free firearms training 
to promote safety for those newbies. 
Others should too. There are no illu-
sions on our side. Although we oppose 
any mandatory training or licensing, 
we know that the better people are 

trained, the straighter they will shoot. 
They might even discover the joys and 
benefits of sport shooting! 

In reality, the elitist illusionist tactics 
of “Safety for All” actually limit safe-
ty for many. Juxtapose this against 
the work by CRPA and other Second 
Amendment organizations where 
not only has the ability for people to 
keep themselves and their family safe 
increased, but those same organiza-
tions are actually working to provide 
training to increase the level of safety. 
Along with teaching marksmanship 

and best storage practices, CRPA and 
its allies share programs that deliver 
suicide prevention measures designed 
to lower the national average by 20% 
by 2025, as well as first-time gun own-
er online training, free gun locks, and 
the list goes on. 

CRPA works on fact-based strategies 
to protect your rights, your family and 
the community, whereas the elitist 
work to strip you of all that wwith the 
illusion of fake safety. Join CRPA in 
this fight to take back our freedoms in 
California.  CRPA 

The Local Advocacy Project actively monitors all of California’s 58 counties and 482 municipalities to support or oppose any proposed 
ordinance, law or policy likely to impact Second Amendment rights. Local efforts include developing and working with a network of 
professionals, citizens, local government officials and law enforcement professionals to effectively oppose local threats to California gun 
owners. These efforts also serve as the foundation for litigation efforts against municipalities that enact anti-gun-owner legislation.

JURISDICTION & 
ISSUE DESCRIPTION LOP RESPONSE STATUS

DEL MAR 
FAIRGROUNDS 
MORATORIUM 
ON GUN 
SHOWS

For months the Del Mar gun show has 
been under siege from groups seeking to 
end the show. On September 11, 2018, 
the Del Mar Fair Board of Directors voted 
to institute an up to 1-year moratorium 
on gun shows beginning in 2019 while 
they “study the safety” of the gun show.

Additional legislation has been introduced at 
the state level that would prevent gun shows 
from occurring at the Del Mar Fairgrounds. 

CRPA is currently a named plaintiff in a federal 
lawsuit against the fairgrounds in an effort to 
protect your right to come together with others 
in the gun culture and hold lawful and safe 
events on public property. More information 
on the lawsuit can be found at michellawyers.
com/b-l-productions-inc-et-al-v-22nd-
district-agricultural-association-et-al

CRPA will continue to monitor the legislation and 
provide updates on the progress of the legal 
challenge. 

We WON!  The federal courts ordered that the gun 
shows may continue at the Del Mar Fairgrounds. In 
light of this ruling, the Fair Board decided to settle 
the case, and parties will be concluding settlement 
on the original matter very shortly! 

Additional legal action is being explored for a 
challenge to the AB 893 legislation that was signed 
into law in 2019.

VENTURA 
COUNTY 
FAIR BOARD 
CONSIDERS 
GUN SHOWS

In May 2018, the Ventura County Fair Board 
considered contracts for upcoming gun 
shows in 2019 and 2020. They approved the 
remaining 2018 shows to move forward. 
At the September 25, 2018, Board meeting, 
in a room of more than 100 gun show 
supporters, they considered the future of 
gun shows at the Ventura Fair facility.

This is a concerted effort by anti-gun groups to 
end gun shows in California. They are working 
with the national groups to make a statement 
that “we just don’t need” gun shows. CRPA is 
fighting against these groups and the false 
narrative. Over 100 members and supporters 
of the Second Amendment flooded the Board 
room and provided testimony and written 
comments to the Board.

The Board voted to gun shows going forward 
but may try to place more restrictions on 
them. CRPA attorneys drafted a letter to the 
Board concerning the constitutional issues 
these types of restrictions may bring.

COW PALACE 
GUN SHOWS
DALY CITY

At the state level the California Legislature 
passed a bill in 2018 that would ban gun 
shows at the Cow Palace state venue as 
part of the concerted effort by opposition 
groups. This bill was vetoed by then 
Governor Brown.

The pending legislation to stop gun shows 
and dismantle the Cow Palace authority has 
been dropped; however, this came with the 
condition that the Cow Palace Board would 
stop holding gun shows in the future.

CRPA drafted a prelitigation letter to 
the Board of the Cow Palace to inform 
them of pending legal action should they 
persist with denying gun shows access 
to state property.

The Board has reopened its discussion 
regarding banning gun shows and 
is currently discussing the matter in 
committee. Please watch for further calls 
to action.

The Board voted in November to re-consider 
their stance against gun shows given the 
possible constitutional violations that have 
been outlined by the federal courts on this 
subject. CRPA will continue to monitor the 
situation.

As of May 2020, we are still waiting on a 
report from the Cow Palace Board as to what 
they plan to do with gun shows. COVID-19 
has delayed holding meetings on these 
issues. 

STATEWIDE 
PUBLIC 
RECORD 
REQUESTS

CRPA regularly seeks and obtains public 
records in connection with any anti-gun 
efforts in California. Such efforts include 
proposed anti-gun ordinances, gun buyback 
programs and other anti-gun regulatory 
enforcement issues.

Responses to these requests often yield 
valuable results, such as which members 
of a local government entity are working 
with anti-gun groups, sources of funding 
and other important information.

Ongoing. CRPA attorneys monitor and review 
thousands of pages of public records requests 
each month.

CITY OF SAN 
JOSE

The Mayor for the City of San Jose wants 
to push mandatory insurance for all gun 
owners in the City as a way of paying for 
criminal violence that occurs in his City.

CRPA sent a letter previously on this 
same issue when the Mayor tried to 
make this a priority for the City.

The City is now waiting for research being 
done by the County on the feasibility of the 
issue. CRPA is monitoring the issue.

SANTA CLARA 
COUNTY

The County has made is very difficult for 
gun owners to exercise their rights during 
COVID-19, as the County continues to try to 
keep gun stores labeled as “non-essential” 
and keep them closed down.

CRPA and our legal team have been 
working around the clock to pressure the 
County to do the right thing and end their 
attempts to push the anti-gun agenda at 
a time like this.

CRPA has filed a legal action against the 
County, and we are awaiting responses.

LOCAL ADVOCACY REPORT
BY TIFFANY D. CHEUVRONT
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LOCAL ADVOCACY REPORT PROGRAMS UPDATE

CRPA PROGRAMS UPDATE
BY CRPA STAFF

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
PROGRAM

CRPA maintains relationships 
with county sheriffs and 
local law enforcement across 
the state. We work with law 
enforcement to provide training 
on new firearm laws and 
provide publications to the 
men and women who serve our 
communities. We are honored 
to have many of the sheriffs 
and law enforcement (both 
active and retired) serving on 
our Law Enforcement Program 
Support Committee where we 
identify areas of policy on which 
we can jointly work together.

TRAINING 
PROGRAM

The CRPA Training and 
Education Program gets more 
people pulling triggers by 
teaching them the basics of 
being a responsible gun owner 
all the way up to advanced 
courses and range safety  
officer courses. CRPA believes 
that all gun owners can benefit 
from the trainings offered from  
the young and new gun owners 
to the more experienced. Make 
sure to check out CRPA.org for  
more information on all the 
upcoming trainings.

OUTREACH AND 
ADVOCACY 
PROGRAM

Chapters are a way for CRPA 
to bring influence to the local 
level of engagement. Our 
chapters  work to educate, 
volunteer and attend local 
meetings to speak to Second 
Amendment issues in  
their own communities.

Volunteers are the life-
blood of CRPA. Volunteers 
are all across the state and 
assist in educating the public, 
working gun shows, sharing 
memberships with others and 
generally are an amazing group 
of people giving back to the 
Second Amendment every day.

The Business Affiliates 
Program engages pro-2A 
businesses and turns them into 
Second Amendment Action 
Centers where their customers 
can learn more about engaging 
in the fight to protect their 
constitutional rights in 
California. Businesses have the 
opportunity to offer  
“round up” programs to 
customers, membership in the 
CRPA to join in the fight and 
conduct  fundraisers and open 
houses with CRPA on-site. If 
you are a business and are 
interested in more  information, 
please call the CRPA at 714-992-
2772.

The Local Advocacy Program 
works to track anti-gun 
legislative action across the 
state at the local level. We 
find that many of the anti-gun 
politicians try to make a name 
for themselves at the local 
level through passing bad and 
unconstitutional legislation 
which imposes arbitrary laws on 
law-abiding citizens. CRPA tracks 
these issues, attends meetings, 
submits letters of opposition 
and even challenges many of 
these local issues in court.

RANGE SHIELD 
PROGRAM

The CRPA Range Shield 
Program is a way that CRPA 
works every day to preserve 
and protect the many shooting 
ranges we have across the 
state. We work with range-
certified experts and our  
legal team to be preemptive 
in helping range owners 
recognize compliance and 
environmental issues that may 
become a problem for them 
in the future. We work with 
those ranges to help  
them get into compliance and 
hopefully prevent more ranges 
from being forced to close their  
door. The more ranges that are 
out there, the more places for 
gun owners, new and old, to get  
out and enjoy their sport or 
take in more training.

SHOOTING 
PROGRAM

CRPA is the sanctioning 
organization for state 
championships in the state of 
California. Each year  
we work with multiple 
disciplines, numerous ranges 
and members to bring state 
championship matches to 
areas across the state. Many 
of these participants are good 
enough to make it to the  
national championships at 
Camp Perry—a time-honored 
tradition for competitive 
shooting. Visit CRPA.org for 
more information on all of the 
shooting sports programs.

HUNTING AND 
CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM

CRPA is the premier group 
in California leading the way 
in developing hunting policies 
with industry partners through 
a coalition of organizations 
that are concerned about 
management of the 
environment through healthy 
hunting policies. CRPA works at 
the state level to protect the  
right to hunt, protect the 
openness of public lands and 
promote hunting to the next 
generation through our youth 
hunt camps and pheasant 
shoots.

WOMEN AND 
YOUTH PROGRAMS

CRPA is empowering the 
next generation of women 
and youth who are educated, 
understand firearm safety, 
participate in the shooting 
sports and hunting and want to 
share their love of the shooting 
sports with their family and 
friends. One hundred years 
ago, women and youth as 
young as 9 years old knew 
how to handle firearms and 
provide for their families. This 
program is a tip of the hat to 
our heritage and a vision of 
the future as CRPA works with 
women and youth to bring back 
this love of shooting.

Tiffany D. Cheuvront leads the local ordinance project for Michel & Associates, P.C. With over 19 years’ experience in the non-profit 
and regulatory fields, she practices civil rights litigation and corporate governance law (five of those years working specifically in Second 
Amendment and CA policy). Tiffany has written and provided testimony on issues at the local, state and federal levels of government.

JURISDICTION  
& ISSUE DESCRIPTION LOP RESPONSE STATUS

ORANGE 
COUNTY 
FAIRGROUNDS 

For months the Orange County Fair 
Board has considered the future of gun 
shows at the venue.

CRPA alerted members to attend a meeting 
and voice opposition. Submitted letters of 
opposition informing the Fair Board of the 
serious legal issues with discriminating against 
a segment of the population just because 
some do not like the legal activity.

In October, the Fair Board met to discuss the 
approval of 2020 contracts for gun shows. 
Thanks to CRPA members and business 
affiliates showing up; we were able to get a 
positive win. Gun shows will be returning to the 
Orange County Fairgrounds in 2020!

CITY OF 
MORGAN 
HILL 

City of Morgan Hill recommends drafting 
ordinances on duty to report theft or lost 
firearms, a safe storage ordinance while 
in home, prohibit possession of LCMs 
and require a permit to conduct retail 
sales.

CRPA attorneys submitted a letter in 
advance of actual ordinance language 
being introduced to inform the City of the 
problems with the proposal. In August 
2018 there was no action on agenda. In 
November 2018 the ordinance passed the 
City Council.

The City was alerted to its unconstitutional 
actions, and members at the meeting in 
opposition to the ordinance far outweighed 
those in support of it. The City moved forward 
with the ordinance in November 2018.  NRA 
and CRPA filed legal action against the City. 
More information regarding the litigation can be 
found at michellawyers.com/kirk-v-city-of-
morgan-hill 

CITY OF LOS 
ANGELES 
BLACKLIST

The City Council passed an ordinance 
that would require all current and 
potential contractors to disclose under 
affidavit their affiliation with the NRA.

NRA and CRPA submitted letters and warned 
the City attorney of the legal ramifications of 
blatantly attacking the freedom to associate 
and speak against government. The City 
passed the ordinance by calling NRA members 
“white supremacists” who “peddle in violence.” 
There was no comment from other Council 
members regarding the outright falsehood of 
these statements.

HUGE WIN FOR GUN OWNERS—The federal 
court awarded the NRA an injunction 
which prevented the City from enforcing 
this unconstitutional law. The City of Los 
Angeles entered into settlement and has 
agreed to remove the ordinance as it is non-
enforceable.

CITY OF 
ALAMEDA

1) The City Council passed gun control in 
March 2020 including: video recording of 
all firearm purchases, mandatory locked 
storage of all firearms in the home and 24-
hour theft reports (already being challenged 
in another city).

2) The City has been making it very difficult 
for lawful citizens to purchase firearms 
during COVID-19. 

CRPA sent notification to members and the 
local chapter and drafted a letter alerting 
the City Council to all of the potential 
constitutional violations.

CRPA and our legal team have been working 
non-stop to pressure these jurisdictions to 
keep gun stores open during this time and 
protect constitutional rights.

The City is considering additional measures 
such as mandatory training for gun owners 
and telling stores where they can place 
guns within their stores. Please watch for 
additional calls to action.

CRPA has filed a lawsuit against the City, 
and we are awaiting a response from the 
court on this matter.

COVID-19 
CRISIS WORK

1) Gun store closures.

2) Not getting Dealer Record of Sale (DROS) 
done in timely manner.

3) Expired licenses.

CRPA is working around the clock with 
jurisdictions to keep gun stores open during 
COVID-19. We have managed to keep over 
60% of jurisdictions open as an essential 
service just by working with sheriffs and 
other elected officials.

CRPA sent a Pre-Litigation Demand letter 
to the DOJ to hold it accountable to 
maintaining proper timing on DROS for gun 
owners. 

CRPA and our legal team are working to 
get resolution for gun owners wanting to 
purchase a firearm or ammunition but are 
being denied because their driver’s licenses 
are expired, and they have no way to renew 
under COVID-19 restrictions.

Stay tuned for more information as it 
becomes available on all issues related to 
COVID-19.
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or play with them. Traci became curious 
at the age of 7, when she saw her dad 
cleaning his pistol. She remembers ask-
ing her dad several questions but does 
not recall today what those questions 
were. A few days after that conversation, 
would be Traci’s first time seeing her 
dad shoot. It was that day Traci learned 
the power that a firearm held and 
recalls her dad emphasizing to her and 
her brother that it was not a toy.

It wasn’t until 1979 when Traci’s family 
moved north to Shasta County, and her 
dad put her in skeet shooting. Her dad 
purchased her first 20-gauge pump 
shotgun, and it did not take her long to 
learn. “I got really good,” Traci shared. 
Traci and her dad took advantage of 
their new surroundings and loved 
shooting together. Later, as Traci started 
her own family, she left skeet shooting 
but never forgot what she learned.

Traci went on to have two children, 

her son Joshua McDonald, who current-
ly serves (16 years) in the Army as a 
Staff Sergeant, and her daughter Tori 
McDonald, who is a current member of 
the Shasta County Gun Owners’ CRPA 
Chapter. Traci lived in the state of Ore-
gon when her children were attending 
high school. Her dad Homer would 
come to visit so that he could spend 
some time with his grandchildren 
shooting. His hope was to give them 
some of the same experiences Traci 
had growing up.

In fact, Traci’s daughter Tori, then 
married and expecting her first child, 
was gifted a pink Crickett® .22 rifle at 
her baby shower. Traci’s granddaugh-
ter Sage is now 3 years old and was the 
recipient of her first rifle gifted to her 
by the person she refers to as “Poppy,” 
her great-grandfather Homer. Traci 
intends to teach her granddaughter 
as she was taught and wants her to 

remember her “Poppy.” Traci is often 
referred to as her father’s daughter and 
is proud of the 2A legacy her father has 
instilled in her. CRPA is grateful to have 
her and her family!

What attracted you to this 
organization in particular?
TL: First, because of my dad’s passion 
and 200% dedication to this organi-
zation, I wanted to learn more. After 
watching him run his booths and many 
questions later, my second reason was 
clear. The CRPA was ALL IN for the peo-
ple of California. I like the way they are 
not afraid to fight for what is right.

What are your activities and what do 
they involve?
TL: My CRPA activities include setting 
up the booth at a show/event in my 
area, educating the public to what is 
actually going on in California, acquiring 
new members, answering questions; if I 
don’t know the answer, I connect them 
with someone who does (usually my 
dad). On a Chapter level I volunteered 
to be secretary at our first meeting and 
was elected by the members that night. 
I do all secretarial duties and then 
some! I am on several committees and 
always sure our Chapter is active and 
properly functioning. 

What motivates you to stay 
involved?
TL: I am motivated to stay involved 
because I can see for myself the con-
stant hard work that CRPA is doing. 
I stay involved because I am making 
a difference in my community and 
am meeting some great people. I 
stay involved because we are a team, 
and nobody can do this alone and be 
successful. I stay involved because I 
have children and grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren who I hope will 
continue to have their 2A rights in their 
future.  CRPA 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

SPOTLIGHT ON

TRACI LONG

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

INSPIRED TO FIGHT FOR SECOND AMENDMENT RIGHTS

Traci Long became a CRPA 
member in 2018 and 
has been volunteering 

in Northern California for 
approximately 2 years. Traci first 
became involved by helping her dad 
Homer Yates, a long-
time CRPA member 
and lead volunteer. 
Traci helped her dad 
set up the CRPA event 
booth by unloading 
boxes of CRPA 
material. She would 
return later and help 
load-up once the 
event was over. Traci 
refers to the Shasta 
County Fair in 2019 
as her first official 
CRPA Volunteer event. Here, she wore 
her “CRPA Volunteer” shirt and stayed 
to help run the booth. It was at this 
event that Traci sold her first CRPA 
membership, while Homer was away 
from the booth on a break. Traci was 
very proud that her first membership 
sold was a 5-year CRPA membership, 
and it is a day she holds dear to her 
heart. Traci stated that watching her 
dad talk to people about CRPA and our 
2A rights prepared her more than she 
had realized. 

As a young child Traci lived in Rialto, 
a city in San Bernardino County. Traci 
recalls as far back as she can remember 
her dad always had a firearm at home, 
locked away. She was taught a firearm 
is not a toy, and she was never to touch 

 Logan Williamson and Tori McDonald receiving baby Sage’s first Crickett® .22 rifle gifted to her 
from great-grandpa Homer Yates at her baby shower in Redding, CA.  (TRACI LONG)

 Traci Long smiling as she awaits the start of her daughter Tori’s wedding ceremony at Coram 
Ranch in Shasta Lake City, CA, in late September 2017. (CHERYL RICKETTS) 

BY  
CHRISTINA 
PICO
VOLUNTEER 
COORDINATOR
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JUNE
June 5-7
RAAHAUGES SHOOTING 
SPORTS FAIR
Norco, CA
crpa.org/events

June 6-7
CROSSROADS COSTA MESA 
GUN SHOW
Costa Mesa, CA
crpa.org/events

June 13-14
COMPTON YOUTH EXPO
Compton, CA
crpa.org/events

June 27-28
LANCASTER GUN SHOW
Lancaster, CA
crpa.org/events

June 27-28
OROVILLE GUN SHOW
Oroville, CA
crpa.org/events

JULY
July 11-12
VALLEJO GUN SHOW
Vallejo, CA
crpa.org/events

July 11-12
CROSSROADS DEL MAR 
GUN SHOW
Del Mar, CA
crpa.org/events

July 18
RAAHAUGES YOUTH  

SAFARI DAY
Norco, CA
crpa.org/events

July 18-19
MOUNTAIN AIRE MCCLELLAN 
GUN EXPO
McClellan Park, CA
crpa.org/events

AUGUST
August 22-23
CROSSROADS COSTA MESA 

GUN SHOW
Costa Mesa, CA
crpa.org/events

SEPTEMBER
September 12-13
MOUNTAIN AIRE MCCLELLAN 
GUN EXPO
McClellan Park, CA
crpa.org/events

OCTOBER
October 3-4
VALLEJO GUN SHOW
Vallejo, CA
crpa.org/events

CRPA is looking for men and women 
to join the fight for our rights as a CRPA 
volunteer or grassroots activist. You 
can feel good about being part of the 
solution, meet new friends, learn about 
guns and politics and get free CRPA swag! 
For more information, fill out and send in 
the volunteer form (page 56), email us at 
volunteers@crpa.org or call (714) 992-
2772.

Because of CRPA’s tremendous growth, 
and with the support of our members 
and like-minded organizations, CRPA 
is expanding its involvement in local 
campaigns and elections and sponsoring 
and participating in more events. CRPA 
has made a substantial investment in 
grassroots/volunteer coordinating, local 
election messaging technologies and added 
staff to manage volunteers and events.

CRPA Chapters and affiliated groups 
maintain their independence, but work 
with CRPA and get access to: (1) real-time 
legislative information from our legislative 
advocates in the Capital; (2) CRPA/NRA 
campaign finance and PAC lawyers; (3) 
CRPA/NRA firearms lawyers who answer 
questions, fight for local FFLs and ranges 
in your area, oppose local gun control  
ordinances and file lawsuits; and (4) regular 
communication among coalition partners 
and other local groups to learn from each 
other and build a stronger network of 
activists. CRPA needs volunteers to work as 
Chapter Leaders; Government Liaisons (i.e., 
candidate development and local issues 
and ordinances coverage); Retail/Ranges 
Liaisons; Volunteers and Events Liaisons; 
and CCW Liaisons, among other things.

CRPA invites individuals as well as local 
2A groups, clubs, ranges and FFLs to be a 
part of the effort in your county. Join us! 
Volunteer for CRPA!

VOLUNTEERS 
ARE OUR MOST 
POWERFUL 
WEAPON!

Staff gun show & trade show info booths

Help with fundraisers

Work on political campaigns or elections

Voter registration drives

Assist with youth/women’s events / RSO

Assist with training events / RSO

Assist with hunting events

Be a CRPA membership recruiter (earn $)

Liaison with local authorities and council members

Teach firearm safety and proficiency classes

Monitor/promote social media

Promote CRPA/RKBA messaging/PR campaigns

I am down for whatever to help the cause

Other:

THANK YOU!
Return to the California Rifle & Pistol Association

Attn: Volunteers Program
271 E. Imperial Highway, Suite #620, Fullerton, CA 92835

Phone: (800-305-2772    I   Email: volunteer@crpa.org

First Name                                           Middle Initial

Last Name

Street Address

City, County, State, Zip Code

Cell Phone

Email Address

VOLUNTEER 
REGISTRATION FORM

Check your areas of interest. This is not an 
exclusive list. You can always change your mind.

EVENTS & TRAINING
EVENTS

LOCATION KEY

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

OUT OF STATE

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA

Lead Volunteer Rick Rogers passing out 
American flags at the Placentia Heritage 
Parade. (CRPA STAFF) 
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October 9
ASA SPORTING CLAY 
CHAMPIONSHIP
Corona, CA
crpa.org/events

October 10-11
MOUNTAIN AIRE ANTIOCH 
GUN EXPO
Antioch, CA
crpa.org/events

October 10-11
CROSSROADS DEL MAR GUN 
SHOW
Costa Mesa, CA
crpa.org/events

NOVEMBER
November 7-8
CALIFORNIA POWER SPORTS 
EXPO
Pomona, CA
crpa.org/events

November 7-9
CODE OF THE WEST TURLOCK 
GUN SHOW
Turlock, CA
crpa.org/events

November 14-15
LANCASTER GUN SHOW
Lancaster, CA
crpa.org/events

November 21-22
MOUNTAIN AIRE LODI GUN 
EXPO
Lodi, CA
crpa.org/events

JULY
July 8 and 9 (2-night class)
BASIC RANGE SAFETY OFFICER 
Fullerton, CA
crpa.org/events/training-and-education 

July 15 and 16 (2-night class)
BASIC PISTOL
Fullerton, CA
crpa.org/events/training-and-education 

July 25
BASIC RIFLE 
Fullerton, CA
crpa.org/events/training-and-
education 

AUGUST
August 1
BASIC SHOTGUN
Fullerton, CA
crpa.org/events/training-and-
education

Advanced Hunter Education 
classes coming in the Summer. 
Field Dressing, Game Cooking, 
Wilderness Survival and more! 
To inquire, call 714-992-2772 or 
email jclark@crpa.org.

Stay tuned to the online 
calendar for additional 
upcoming training events.

Volunteer 
Elijah Horton 

explaining the 
importance of 

volunteering 
to a new CRPA 

member 
and family 

at Raahauge 
Youth Outdoor 
Adventure Day. 

(CRPA STAFF) 

TRAINING

CRPA 
TRAINING 
COURSES
■ Basic Rifle  

■ Basic Pistol 

■ Basic Shotgun 

■ Home Firearms Safety 

■ Basic Range Safety Officer 

■ Personal Protection in the 
Home 

■ Personal 
Protection outside the 
Home 

■ Metallic Cartridge 
Reloading 

■ Hunters Education 
Traditional Course 

■ Hunters Education Follow-
up Course 

■ Wild Game Cooking 

■ Wild Game Field Dressing 

■ First Aid/AED/CPR 

■ Wilderness First Aid 

■ Archery 

■ Basic Backpacking 

■ Leave No Trace 

■ Emergency Preparedness 

■ Photography 

■ Basic Map and Compass 

■ Trauma/ First Aid 

Volunteer Brian Ouellette offering a tutorial on how to load a BB gun following the 
safety brief at Raahauge Youth Outdoor Adventure Day.  (CRPA STAFF)
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In this difficult time of financial stress 
and endless bad news from the media, 
the Lincoln Rifle Club’s Junior Precision 

Team continues to push forward. On March 
19, the last day of official practice, each member of the 
team was outfitted with a target system or electronic 
SCATT Shooting Trainer (scatt.com), so he or she could 
continue to train as much as possible, with hopes that 
the shooting season will continue once the madness has 
passed. 

Twice a week, Coach Steve sets up an online meeting 
for the kids to talk about their process and help them to 
connect with their friends and teammates. During the 
meetings, Steve gives them a challenge goal that they 
can work toward before the next meeting. Last week, the 
assignment was to shoot a “Stair Step Challenge” in the 

 QUARANTINE  
 PRACTICE 
LINCOLN RIFLE 
CLUB’S JUNIOR 
PRECISION 
TEAM PUSHES 
FORWARD
BY RYAN WATTS

Carleton Liden shooting prone from behind his couch 
using a SCATT Shooting Trainer system. (ROBERT LIDEN)

Tori Watts working on her prone using a SCATT Shooting 
Trainer system and shooting with the SIUS electronic scoring 
system while receiving coaching instructions from Coach Will 
Anti of the USA Shooting Paralympic Team. (RYAN WATTS)

this, the challenge was to shoot your 
age in 10s in the prone position. The 
younger kids must shoot a 10.0 or 
better, but the more advanced kids 
have to shoot a 10.3 or better; both 
Alex and Tori Watts nailed it on their 
first try. 

For the kids who want to continue 

and improve, practice throughout the 
week is a must. The biggest obstacle 
each of the kids has (besides actually 
putting the phone down) is finding a 
place in the house that is 33-feet long. 
Dylan Tonel has to shoot across the 
living room into the garage, but she 
makes the best of all her spare time, 

practicing four times per week. Logan 
Bonivert stands on the landing of his 
stairs, shooting down the hall into 
their back room. Aaron Hoversten 
is only able to shoot offhand while 
in the garage at a reduced target, 
but he works 2 to 3 days per week 
with a SCATT system. Carleton Liden 

kneeling position, where the shooter 
shoots one 10, then two 10s, then 
three, etc., but if you drop a 9, then 
you start that number over again. Lo-
gan Bonivert won that challenge, actu-
ally shooting up to 12 before dropping 
a 9 (meaning, he shot 78 10s before 
he dropped a 9). At the time of writing 
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has a SCATT system, and while lying 
behind the couch, he is able to get 
the distance he needs to train 3 days 
per week. Tori and Alex Watts are 
both practicing 2 to 3 days per week 
as well, and they have to shoot from 
down the hall through the dining 
room, all while there are STOP signs 
posted around the house so as to 
keep mom and dad from forgetting 
and walking into a 600fps pellet.

All in all, the kids of the Lincoln Rifle 
Club’s Junior Precision Team are still 
working hard and working toward the 
goal of getting back on that competi-
tion line. With Coach Steve’s continual 
support and instruction and the con-
stant support/nagging from parents, 
I am sure these shooters will emerge 
from quarantine better than when 
they went in.   CRPA 

Shooting and outdoor 
activities are Ryan Watts’ 
passion. At the age of 20, 
he joined the Marine Corps, 
serving for 9 years as a Radio 
Operator. He has been a hus-
band for 23 years, and his 
daughters are 19, 15 and 13. 
Two are Junior Olympians, and the 15-year-old 
holds a 2nd place CMP National Championship. 
In addition to hunting as a family, Ryan is a rifle 
coach and spends several nights per week with 
his family training on the line.

In an emailed letter dated 
March 1, 2020, Judi Wells, 
the Chapter facilitator for A 

Girl & A Gun Women’s Shooting 
League in San Diego, expresses 
her gratitude to Competitive 
Shooting Sports Specialist Eric 
Johnson and the CRPA for their 
contribution to the San Diego 
Chapter’s growth and success. 

Dear Eric,
It’s 2020, and the San Diego Chapter 

of A Girl & A Gun (AG & AG) is stron-
ger than ever. You are among those 
we can thank for helping elevate and 
support AG & AG.

AG & AG San Diego is now more 
than 90 members strong, and we 
have a Competition Squad of about 
25 shooters. There has been so much 
interest in our Chapter from new 
shooters that we’ve started a new Bril-
liance in the Basics program where we 
walk through a New Shooter Protocol 
with each shooter, before they prog-
ress to other Chapter events. Building 
on our successes, we have added a 
Trap League this year and have nearly 
20 women participating on this new 
competition team.

As you know, shooting has been a 
traditionally male-dominated indus-
try and sport. AG & AG provides an 
encouraging and supportive environ-

ment for learning in a female environ-
ment. Experience has taught us that 
many women thrive in this learning 
environment, and we have certainly 
found that to be the case with AG & 
AG San Diego. With the help of AG & 
AG San Diego’s instructor team, our 
members learn correct technique, 
participate in structured drills and test 
the limits of their abilities, building on 
skills as they progress. Our goal is that 

 A GIRL & A GUN 
 THANK THE CRPA 

Instructor Barbara Star, Instructor Kathy Smith and Instructor and Chapter Facilitator 
Judi Wells waiting to start a match at a private range.  (MATT MELLINGER) 

Dylan Tonel shooting offhand from the living room into the garage with a paper target 
stand with a pellet trap. (DENNIS TONEL) 

Alex Watts’ SIUS target with the team’s 
Flamingo mascot. (RYAN WATTS) 

Aaron Hoversten training in his garage 
with a SCATT Shooting Trainer system. 
(CHRIS HOVERSTEN) 

CRPA works with and supports the Civilian Marksmanship Program (CMP), a national 
organization created by federal law that provides citizens around the country with 

firearm training and learning opportunities, similar to the operations of CRPA.
The CMP’s highest priority is serving youth through gun safety education and 
marksmanship events that encourage personal growth and life skill development. 
CRPA whole-heartedly joins in and supports these efforts.

CMP has also developed excellent match procedures at competitive and recreational 
shooting events that are being incorporated into CRPA’s own event and match 

management processes. Individuals can keep informed about CMP affiliated matches by 
visiting the CMP’s Competition Tracker page at http://ct.thecmp.org.  
The CMP also sells select vintage military rifles to qualified U.S. citizens at a great price, along with competitive 
equipment and memorabilia! You can learn more about getting started on your own marksmanship journey 
through the CMP at http://thecmp.org/get-started/.

Visit us online at www.TheCMP.org
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A Girl & A Gun San Diego Trap League. (JUDI WELLS) 

members celebrate a positive journey 
of learning and self-empowerment.

The ladies who have stepped up to 
the Competition Squads are learning 
to develop a shooter’s mindset of 
confidence, composure and aware-
ness. They are challenged to boost 
their physical fitness, mental focus, 
stamina and discipline. They find 
themselves stronger and healthier 
by competing. And some days we 
just celebrate the success of showing 
up and shooting difficult targets in a 

challenging environment.
Many of our members join so that 

they can hone their personal aware-
ness and improve their shooting skills. 
We strive to teach them to recog-
nize the threats around them, face 
them head on and learn to be their 
own first responder. To this end, we 
have brought a variety of training to 
Chapter members, including Stop the 
Bleed, CPR, First Aid and AED, holster 
skills and certification, shoot and move 
classes and NRA Range Safety Officer 

training and certification. With all of 
this, we encourage other women, 
knowing that a generation of girls is 
watching us.

Shooting is an expensive sport, and 
we have many members who are new 
to shooting. The costs of purchasing 
a gun, ammunition and accessories 
add up quickly. Sponsors like you help 
offset competition costs. Our current 
sponsorship dollars are being used 
to pay one-half of each participant’s 
pistol match fees and to offset the cost 

Susan Vandendriesse and Debbie Zugel enjoying a Combat Steel match. (JUDI WELLS) 

 Judi Wells staging for a sporting clay 
competition. (KATHY SMITH) 

Barbara Starr at a Combat Steel match. 
(JUDI WELLS) 

 Lexi Attard practicing for her first 
match. (JUDI WELLS) 

A Girl & A Gun San Diego; some of our Competition Team members.  (JUDI WELLS) 
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USA Shooting (USAS) 
acknowledges that the 
COVID-19 situation is 

changing by the minute, and 
we are adapting our plans 
accordingly. Based on the official 
statement from the IOC, the Tokyo 
Olympic Games are postponed until 
2021.

We will continue to build our 
plans around a successful 2021 
campaign. This includes reevaluat-
ing all of our 2020 events and then 
looking at 2021 events. USAS will 
distribute this information as soon 
as event details are confirmed.

Now more than ever, we must 
remain flexible. We are grateful for 
a community who understands the 
importance of agile thinking. This is 
the time and space we live in. Train-
ing does not stop; the mission stays 
the same.

USAS STATEMENT
USAS Interim CEO Bob Gambardel-

la and Board Chairman Chad Whit-
tenburg wish to make the following 
statements regarding the postpone-
ment of the Tokyo 2020 Summer 
Olympics:

We understand that the IOC and 
Organizing Committee’s decision to 
postpone the 2020 Olympic Games 

was a difficult one to make. We 
agree with the statement released by 
the IOC, “The decision was made to 
safeguard the health of the athletes, 
everybody involved in the Olympic 
Games and the international com-
munity.”

Our priorities in the coming days 
will be to communicate with our 
athletes and work with our partner 
organizations to understand the 
path from here to the Tokyo games 
next year. We acknowledge that 
many questions remain unanswered 
and that the COVID-19 pandemic is 
impacting all members of our organi-
zation, not just the Olympic Team. 

Like most of our athletes, we view 
preparation of the Olympic Games 
as a multi-year endeavor. We prom-
ise to continue our support of our 
athletes and coaches, as we now 
refocus on preparing our team to 
represent our country in 2021 and 
beyond.

The USAS Board and the Inter-
im CEO, with support of the USAS 
Athlete Advisory Committee, agree 
that under this 2021 postponement 
scenario, those athletes who have 
qualified thus far for the Olympic 
Team will remain the Olympic Qual-
ified Athletes that we will submit to 
the USOPC for approval. 

We are confident that our Coach-
ing Staff and High-Performance 
Team will ensure that these athletes 
continue to train and showcase the 
world-class skills that earned them 
Olympic Qualifying berths.

Please understand that this is the 
position of USA Shooting regarding 
our Olympic Qualified Team. We 
must remain compliant with ISSF, 
IOC and USOPC guidance that is still 
forthcoming. 

This situation is fluid. We will con-
tinue to update our athletes, coaches 
and community as we receive infor-
mation.   CRPA 

Reprinted with permission. Edited from original 
article posted on usashooting.org.

USAS STATEMENT REGARDING 
2020 TOKYO OLYMPICS GAMES 
POSTPONEMENT AND OLYMPIC 
QUALIFIED ATHLETES

Training does not 
stop; the mission 
stays the same.

 1.  ALWAYS treat all guns as if 
they are loaded.

 2.  ALWAYS keep the gun 
pointed in a safe direction.

 3.  ALWAYS keep your finger off 
the trigger until you are ready to 
shoot. 

 4.  ALWAYS keep the gun 
unloaded until ready to use. 

 5.  ALWAYS know your target, its 
surroundings, and beyond. 

 6.  ALWAYS know how to 
properly operate your gun. 

 7.  ALWAYS be sure the gun is 
safe to operate.

 8.  ALWAYS use only the correct 
ammunition for your gun. 

 9.  ALWAYS wear eye and ear 
protection. 

 10.  NEVER use alcohol or 
over-the-counter, prescription, 
or other drugs before or while 
participating in shooting sports. 

GOLDEN RULES 
OF GUN SAFETY

For more information and training, please 
contact the California Rifle & Pistol Association: 
(800) 305-2772 | CRPA.org

of each shooter’s jersey by one-half.
We shot our first Combat Steel Pistol match of the 

year on January 11, with a match scheduled for June 
13 and October 10, 2020. Our new Trap Team shot 
its first match on February 16 and will bust clays 
again on June 14 and July 19, 2020. Photos and vid-
eos of the teams in action will be coming your way 
soon. [EDITOR’S NOTE: Unfortunately, due to the coro-
navirus, previously scheduled matches were cancelled.]

We hope that you follow us on social media (face-
book.com/groups/ AGAGSanDiegoCA and @agag-
sandiego on lnstagram). If so, you will notice that we 
acknowledge and support sponsors by tagging your 
Facebook/lnstagram in our competition team posts.

In closing, none of this would be possible without 
your support and the support of the California Rifle 
& Pistol Association. On behalf of each woman at AG 
& AG San Diego, I would like to express our sincere 
gratitude for your very generous donation to our 
Chapter. Your commitment to our community is 
greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,
Judi Wells, Chapter Facilitator
A Girl & A Gun ~ San Diego

A Girl & A Gun match at Discount Gun Mart, San Diego. 
Tina Clippenger and Lexi Attard. (JUDI WELLS)
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THE WORLD’S BEST CASES 
MANUFACTURED WITH PRIDE IN

CALIFORNIA

OFFICIAL CASE OF

SUMMARY

Opportunities 
exist across the 
country to enrich 

the lives of terminally 
ill youth by facilitating 
hunting and fishing 
opportunities for them, 
at no cost. This charitable 
mission provides truly 
invaluable life experiences for 
these children to take part in 
America’s sportsmen’s heritage. 
Many states have passed 
legislation allowing state 
fish and wildlife agencies to 
quickly and efficiently provide 
terminally ill individuals with 
opportunities to hunt and fish.

There exists a special opportunity 
across the country to enrich the lives 
of terminally ill youth by facilitating 
no-cost hunting and fishing opportu-
nities that will provide them with truly 
invaluable life experiences. The idea of 
offering these special opportunities to 
terminally ill youth is not new and has 
long been a goal of many well-known 
hunting and conservation organiza-
tions. State legislators are now also 
joining this charitable mission. In recent 
years, a number of states have intro-
duced legislation that would allow for 
special hunting and fishing permits, in 
some cases out of season, for these 
individuals. Among the states that have 
proposed such legislation are South 
Carolina, Michigan, New Hampshire 
and Wisconsin, among others.

On October 17, 2008, terminally 
ill hunting legislation in New Hamp-
shire allowed a nine-year-old boy to 
go on a successful moose hunt. He 
suffers from a rare incurable auto-
immune disease but could not have 
been happier on that day. 

On March 15, 2010, Mississippi 
Governor Haley Barbour approved 
House Bill 1070, establishing a hunt-
ing season specifically for terminally 
ill youth under 18 years of age by 
authorizing the Mississippi Commis-
sion on Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks 
to establish a special permit for chil-
dren with a life-threatening illness. 

In 2013, legislation was enacted in 
Maine which will allow for the issu-
ance of special hunting privileges to 
persons with a terminal illness who 
are under 21 years of age. 

In 2018, Wisconsin became the 
latest state to enact terminally ill 
youth hunting opportunities legisla-
tion, with the passage of Assembly 
Bill 461, which eliminated license 
fees for both in-state and out-of-
state youth with terminal illnesses 
participating in hunting and fishing 
activities in Wisconsin.

CONGRESSIONAL 
SPORTSMEN’S 
FOUNDATION

INTRODUCTION

HISTORYTERMINALLY ILL 
YOUTH HUNTING 
OPPORTUNITIES
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Wisconsin A 461: “The people of 
the state of Wisconsin, represented 
in senate and assembly, do enact as 
follows: Section 1. 29.194 (1)(d) of the 
statutes is created to read:

(d) 1. In this paragraph, “terminally 
ill” means that an individual has been 
certified by a physician as having an 
illness or physical condition that can 
reasonably be expected to result in 
death.

2. The department shall treat an in-
dividual as a resident for purposes of 
determining the person’s eligibility for 
a hunting or fishing approval under 
this chapter, except for a conserva-
tion patron license issued under s. 
29.235 (3m), if the individual presents 
proof that he or she is terminally ill 
and is participating in a hunting-relat-
ed or fishing-related event sponsored 
by a charitable organization that is 
described in section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code and that is 
exempt from taxation under section 
501(a) of the Internal Revenue Code.

 3. An individual under subd. 2. or 
a resident who presents the same 
proof as required under subd. 2. is 
not required to pay any fee imposed 
for a hunting or fishing approval, 
including any issuing, handling or 
processing fee or any wildlife damage 
surcharge.

MOVING FORWARD
In order for fish and wildlife 

agency leaders to quickly and 
efficiently provide terminally ill 
individuals with these opportu-
nities, continued legislation may 
be warranted. Legislators are 
encouraged to work with their 
respective state fish and wildlife 
agencies to ensure that any such 
legislation meets the needs of 
both terminally ill youth and state 
wildlife managers.   CRPA 

Reprinted with permission. Edit-
ed from original article posted on 
congressionalsportsmen.org.

LANGUAGE 
The following states have passed terminally ill youth hunting opportunity legislation using the language below: 

Maine Title 12, chapter 408, § 
10105, subsection 16: “In addition 
to the permits issued by the com-
missioner pursuant to section 11154, 
subsection 13, in extenuating circum-
stances the commissioner may issue 
up to 2 additional permits or licenses 
for other hunting or fishing adven-
tures to a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to providing hunting and 
fishing adventures to children under 
21 years of age with life threatening, 
critical or terminal illnesses.” 

Mississippi Title 49, chapter 7, § 
49-7-38.1: “The Mississippi Commis-
sion on Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks 
shall establish a special hunting per-
mit for youth under the age of eigh-
teen (18) who have a life-threatening 
illness. This permit may be for any 
number of days in length but only for 
the class of persons deemed to have 
a life-threatening illness by the com-
mission. This special hunting permit 
for youth having a life-threatening 
illness may occur anytime during the 
calendar year and for any game bird 
or game animal. However, the com-
mission may not allow these permits 
during any time that conflicts with 
laws governing the taking of federally 
protected birds or species any other 
seasons.” 

South Carolina HB 3517: “Pro-
vides that the director of the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources may issue 
special authorization for hunting 
and fishing to any person who is not 
more than a certain age who has 
been diagnosed with a terminal or 
life-threatening illness or injury who 
is sponsored by certain nonprofit 
charitable organizations; provides 
that any license, tag and fee require-
ments for hunting and fishing are 
waived; allows the director to deter-
mine the period of time the special 
authorization is valid.” 

North Dakota H 1462: “Relates 
to special allocation hunting licenses 
for a nonprofit organization serving 
youth with life-threatening illnesses.”

The idea of offering these 

special opportunities to 

terminally ill youth is not 

new and has long been a 

goal of many well-known 

hunting and conservation 

organizations.
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Every once in a while, a 
piece of legislation comes 
along that everyone can 

get behind. Assembly Bill 2523 
(AB 2523), authored by one of our 
finest Assemblymen, Adam Gray, is 
exactly such a bill! AB 
2523 authorizes the 
California Fish and 
Game Commission 
(the Commission) to 
establish a program to 
increase opportunities 
to hunt big game, 
upland game birds 
and migratory game 
birds for youth with 
a terminal illness 
and who have lost a 
parent in service to the country. 

In California, unlike many other 
states, youth have a difficult time ob-
taining big game hunting opportunities. 
Youth must often wait many years to 
draw a tag to hunt big game animals. 
The majority will never draw these spe-
cial opportunities. For instance, in 2018, 
1,880 youth applied for the limited 16 
elk tags designated for youth hunters.

Depredation activities are utilized 
by the state to reduce the population 

of certain invasive and overabundant 
species. Depredation can take the form 
of state officials dispatching animals 
themselves or issuing permits to the 
public such as landowners who have 
suffered damages or who are simply 
a resource to the state to address 
overpopulation. The California De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife records 
indicate that between 2015 and 2019 

an average of 48 depredation permits 
were issued each year for deer and an 
average of 550 depredation permits 
were issued for pigs. In August 2019, 
the National Park Service announced 
plans to pay a professional to shoot 10 
to 15 adult Tule Elk annually to manage 
the Point Reyes National Seashore 
herd. Making these elk available to 
California’s youth would double the 

■ Wildlife belongs to the people and is held in the 
public trust. It is managed in trust for the people by 
government agencies.

■ It is illegal to sell the meat of any wild animal in 
North America.

■ Laws developed by people and enforced by 
government agencies ensure the proper use and 
conservation of wildlife resources.

■ Every law-abiding citizen has the right and 
privilege to hunt and fish and should have the 
opportunity.

■ Humans can legally kill certain wildlife for 
legitimate purposes under strict guidelines for food 
and fur, in self-defense or property protection. 
Laws are in place to restrict casual killing, killing 
for commercial purposes, wasting of game and 
mistreating wildlife.

■ Because wildlife and fish freely migrate across 
boundaries between states, provinces and 
countries, they are considered an international 
resource.

■ The best science available will be used as a 
basis for informed decision-making on wildlife 
management.

THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF NAM

Proper ecological stewardship and natural resource management 
through hunting, trapping and strategic depredation efforts are 
critical components of maintaining ecological balance. Hunters and 

anglers provide the vast majority of funding for natural resource conservation 
efforts through license fees and federal excise taxes paid.

The traditional science-based and experience-proven North American Model 
(NAM) of Wildlife Conservation approach to natural resource management has 
been used to successfully maintain balanced population levels of diverse wildlife 
species for many decades. Consistent with NAM, hunters and anglers obey 
conservation regulations, adopt safe practices and adhere to a code of ethics.

Animal rights extremist groups that oppose hunting (see humanewatch.org 
and huntfortruth.org) advocate abandoning the NAM in favor of an unbalanced 
and unscientific approach to species management that would deliberately make 
hunting unsustainable. These groups promote a model that would encourage 
predator species populations to explode. These unchecked predator populations 
would decimate game species and endanger suburban neighborhoods. 

Through education, mentorship and example, CRPA supports and promotes 
the NAM. CRPA opposes the ongoing duplicitous efforts of animal rights extremist 
groups and fights the unscientific and unbalanced approach they advocate at the 
Capital, the California Fish and Game Commission and in the courtrooms!

CRPA IS PROUD TO BE A LEADING MEMBER OF THE 
CALIFORNIA HUNTING & CONSERVATION COALITION
California Hunting and Conservation Coalition (Coalition) members include 
all the major hunting and natural resource conservation groups in California. 
Coalition members are united to ensure a strong future for wildlife 
conservation by protecting and expanding hunting and fishing opportunities 

throughout California and supporting 
wildlife management decisions based 
on the North American Model of Wildlife 
Conservation. The Coalition works to make 
sure these decisions are based on the best 
available science and sound management 
strategies.

The Coalition’s primary goal is to ensure that wildlife populations thrive 
in perpetuity and that our traditional hunting and fishing heritage will be 
guaranteed for all Californians, for generations to come. 

Coalition efforts are badly needed in these times of great challenges to our 
hunting heritage but also in times of great opportunities.

current allotment of youth elk hunting 
opportunities. These are just a few 
of the many examples in California 
where state and federal employees 
are paid to dispatch game animals on 
private and public land. Many of these 
are opportunities that, with proper 
supervision, could be made available 
to our most deserving youth and feed 
a family instead of going to waste.

AB 2523 presents a special oppor-
tunity to enrich the lives of terminally 
ill youth and youth who have lost a 
parent in service to this country by 
facilitating no-cost hunting opportu-
nities that will provide them with truly 
invaluable life experiences. The bill 
mirrors legislation already successfully 
in place in other states, including New 
Hampshire, Mississippi, Georgia, North 
Dakota and Wisconsin.

The bill authorizes the necessary 

flexibility to provide this experience to 
the most deserving of youth including 
providing the permits free of charge 
while maintaining participant safety 
and responsibility by requiring any 
applicant to possess a valid hunting 
license. Hunts will be guided and 
overseen by volunteer staff such as 
certified California Hunter Education 
Instructors and Field of Dreams, Inc., 
volunteers. As a result, administrative 
cost to the state is minimal. AB 2523 
provides the Commission discretion 
for how best to implement these provi-
sions but suggests utilizing existing big 
game depredation take opportunities 
without negatively affecting general big 
game tag allocations.

The bill creates opportunities to 
build awareness around the critical 
role hunting plays in managing Cali-
fornia’s wildlife resources and aids in 

the recruitment of the next generation 
of our declining number of hunter 
conservationists. Without granting the 
Commission flexibility to offer these 
hunts, many of the most deserving 
youth in our state will never experience 
these opportunities.

The California Rifle & Pistol Associ-
ation has joined a coalition, including 
but not limited to, Field of Dreams, Inc., 
Purple Hearts & Heroes Foundation 
Inc., Gold Star Mothers, Hero Expedi-
tions, California Deer Association, Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation, Califor-
nia Waterfowl Association, Safari Club 
International and many other groups 
in strong support of AB 2523. Please 
contact your representatives today and 
urge them to support AB 2523. End the 
needless waste of wildlife and create 
memories of a lifetime for California’s 
most deserving youth!   CRPA 

BY ROY 
GRIFFITH
CRPA 
LEGISLATIVE 
LIAISON

AB 2523
A ‘FIELD OF DREAMS’ 
FOR CALIFORNIA’S MOST 
DESERVING YOUTH



HUNTING & CONSERVATION

OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE CALIFORNIA RIFLE & PISTOL ASSOCIATION   75

HUNTING & CONSERVATION

■ Follow the rules of firearm and 
hunting safety. Insist that fellow 
hunters do the same.

■ Respect the environment and 
wildlife. Study the ecosystem. 
Tread lightly. Leave no trash 
behind.

■ Do not waste game or fish. 
Make full use of any animal taken. 
Take only what you will use, even 
if it is under the legal limit.

■ Use only fair and humane 
methods of taking wildlife. 
Develop your hunting and 
shooting skills as necessary to 
ensure clean, sportsmanlike kills.

■ Know your fitness, skill and 
equipment limitations. Hunt within 
those limits.

■ Obey all hunting regulations. 
Hunt with the appropriate license 
and tags only in allowed areas 
during designated times and 
seasons. Obey bag and possession 
limits. Use only legal hunting 
methods and equipment. Report 
game law violations immediately.

■ Ask landowner for permission 
to hunt and respect the land. 
Close any gates you open. Say 
thank you.

■ Be considerate of non-hunters’ 

sensibilities. Strive to leave them 
with positive images of hunting 
and hunters.

■ Don’t flaunt your kill. Be as 
discreet as possible. Treat game 
carcasses in an inoffensive 
manner, particularly during 
transport.

■ Generally conduct yourself 
in a sportsmanlike manner. 
Hunt according to “fair chase.” 
Require the same of your hunting 
partners.

■ Support NAM wildlife 
conservation programs and 
urge policymakers to support 
strong NAM-based conservation 
initiatives.

■ Teach others the skills, 
techniques, rules and ethics 
of hunting. Pass these ethical 
hunting practices along to younger 
hunters.

HUNTERS’ CODE 
OF ETHICS

Since the very beginning 
of the Field of Dreams, 
Inc. (fieldofdreamsinc.org), 

we have had a close 
working relationship Gold 
Star Children, a not 
for profit organization 
(goldstarchildren.org), and we 
assure you that the kids who 
we have met through the 
program have been some of 
the best-behaved and well-
mannered children we have 
ever encountered. 

It is both an honor and a pleasure 
for us to be able to build the relation-
ships that we have with the children 
we have met. For those of you who 
do not know what a Gold Star child 
is, he or she is a child who has lost a 
parent in war. The Gold Star Children 
program works to pay it forward and 
empower children to be in a better 
place after they have encountered a 
loss. For Field of Dreams, we believe 
that we need to thank our veterans 
for their service, but also honor the 
ones who have fallen by giving back 
to the loved ones who they have left 
behind.

Recently, we had the honor of 

taking Ethan and his grandfather out 
on a hunt. Ethan is a Gold Star child, 
and his grandfather is a veteran 
who is a father figure to Ethan. The 
guys arrived early on a Saturday 
morning, and we headed up to the 
ranch located in Northern California. 
One of our board members, Brett, 
took Ethan to one part of the ranch 
so that they could get him on a nice 
turkey. Our other two board mem-
bers, Tom and Matthew, took Ethan’s 
grandfather to a different part of 
the ranch in hopes of finding a nice 

group of hogs. Luckily enough, they 

found hogs right off the bat and were 

able to harvest a nice meat hog. After 

they had the hog down, they field 

dressed it and got it all loaded in the 
ice chest. Next thing they knew, they 
had gotten a call on the radio from 
Brett saying that Ethan had gotten a 
nice Tom down. After a brief photo-
shoot of Ethan with his bird and a few 
handshakes and high fives, the guys 
decided to load up and head to town 
for lunch.

On their way off of the ranch, they 
saw a nice boar, and it was game on. 
The guys hopped out of the truck and 
got Ethan set up to take the shot. He 
fired, and the shot was a little high, 

ETHAN’S TURKEY HUNT
HOW 
FIELD OF 
DREAMS, 
INC., HELPS 
GOLD STAR 
CHILDREN
BY TOM DERMODY

Ethan displays his tom turkey harvested on a beautiful Northern California ranch. (WARDEN BRETT GOMES) 

Field of Dreams is in 
their corner, and they 
can count on us at any 

time of the day.
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Investment Planning
■

Retirement Planning

Tax Planning and Preparation
■

Representation before the IRS, 
State, and other taxing authorities

Insurance Planning
■

Income Protection and Asset 
Preservation

Estate Planning
■

Business Planning

Our purpose at Scalco Financial is to help provide our clients with clarity and peace of mind concerning their tax and financial 

affairs. We offer independent skilled advice and services in the interrelated fields of income tax and wealth management.

We offer comprehensive tax and investment solutions, including:

Work with a company that shares your values!  Scalco Financial is a proud member of the CRPA.

Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM, Member FINRA, SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Avantax Advisory 
ServicesSM. Placing business through Avantax Insurance AgencySM and Avantax Insurance ServicesSM. CA #0E51490

www.scalcofinancial.com   |   562 430 3780   |    13001 Seal Beach Blvd. Suite 205 Seal Beach, CA 90740 

not able to due to paying the ultimate 
sacrifice. Not every child has someone 
in his or her life to get them outdoors 
and teach them to bait a hook, shoot 
a gun, skin a deer, etc. This to us is 
just one small way we can honor the 
parent who they lost and show the 
children the beauty of the outdoors. 
We want them to know that the sacri-
fices their parents have made are not 
for nothing and that they do have a 
support system. Field of Dreams, Inc., 
is in their corner, and they can count 
on us at any time of the day.   CRPA 

Tom Dermody is the CEO/
President of Field of Dreams, 
Inc. Growing up, Tom was 
raised by a single mother 
who did everything she 
could to make sure that he 
experienced the outdoors 
and all of its beauty. He is very passionate about 
our servicemen and servicewomen and always 
had a lot of compassion for children who are 
less fortunate. These principles combined to 
form the foundation of Field of Dreams, Inc. Tom 
started the non-profit as a way to give back to our 
veterans, children of the fallen and special needs 
children. He is extremely grateful for the support 
system the foundation has and for all of the lives 
it has touched!

but the guys were determined to get 
this boar down. The hogs came down 
from the hill, and Ethan was able to get 
a good shot on a nice big sow. Once the 
hog was field dressed, the guys decided 
to spend a little more time wandering 
the hills. While they were roaming 
around the hills, Ethan was able to find 
an elk shed to take home with him! 

After a long successful day up in the 
hills, the guys said their goodbyes and 
promised to make plans for another 
trip here in the near future. 

For us, we thoroughly enjoy the 
moments we get to spend with these 
children. We pride ourselves in the fact 
that we create these bonds and teach 
them things that their parents are 

This trophy hog completed Ethan’s  hunt of a lifetime provided by Field of Dreams. 
(WARDEN BRETT GOMES) 
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TRUE ORGANIC RECIPESTRUE ORGANIC RECIPES

INGREDIENTS
2 venison shanks (four if using antelope)
2 medium onions
6 cloves garlic
1 tablespoon sea salt
3 dried bay leaves 
3 salted anchovies finely chopped
½ tablespoon fresh ground pepper
½ cup olive oil
½ cup red wine
4 quarts / 16 cups San Marzano tomato sauce 
1 cup chopped celery
1 cup dried wild mushrooms
1 cup fresh mushrooms 
½ cup fresh chopped basil

For years I have 
experimented with 
wild game shanks 

and how to best utilize 
them. The meat is a lot of 
work to remove from the 
bone and even then, it’s full of 
tendon and sinew that adds a 
chewy element to your grind. I 
was schooled early on that “all 
that bad gamey flavor” came 
from the bones and to avoid cooking 
with it! How WRONG that was! I have 
since discovered the wonders in flavor 

and incredible health benefits 
of bone broth and cooking 
braised shanks! Let’s talk 
about one of my favorites, 
venison shank spaghetti 
sauce.

Start by cutting your shanks 
into 2-inch lengths. I find this 
easiest to do when still frozen. 
I get by using a bench vice and 
my reciprocating saw; a band 
saw makes the job a snap! If 

you do not butcher your own game, 
instruct your butcher to do so and 
package it for you. Rinse, thaw and rub 

BY ROY 
GRIFFITH
CRPA 
LEGISLATIVE 
LIAISON

VENISON SHANK 
SPAGHETTI SAUCE

TRUE ORGANIC RECIPES

HUNTING & CONSERVATION

1. UNCUT SHANK 2. CUT SHANKS

4. INGREDIENTS3. BRAISED SHANKS(SHUTTERSTOCK)



HUNTING & CONSERVATION CRPA MEMBERSHIP LEVELS & BENEFITS
ALL NEW CRPA members of every level receive these benefits: 
■ Subscription to CRPA’s California Firing Line magazine 
■ CRPA membership card with Know Your Rights notice
■ CRPA decal or sticker
■ Legislative & litigation updates and information bulletins
■ Exclusive access to timely and informative webinars, podcasts and other 
resources

Upgraded members receive additional benefits as listed below. To 
sign up for membership, please visit crpa.org.

■ 1-Year General Membership: $35 / Year

■ 5-Year General Membership: $150 ($5 savings a year on annual 
membership)

■ 2A Sustaining Membership: $17.91 / month

CRPA LIFE MEMBERSHIPS*
■ Life Member Hat
■ Life Member Velcro Patch
■ CRPA Life Member Decal or Sticker
■ Pocket Constitution
■ CRPA Challenge Coin
■ A copy of the current year edition of California Gun Laws: A Guide to State 
and Federal Firearm Regulations by CRPA’s President and General Counsel 
Chuck Michel 
*Active military and veterans get a 10% discount on all Annual, 5-Year,  
& Life Memberships. Use Code USVET at checkout.

■ Life Member: $500 one-time payment, or 4 quarterly payments of $135

■ Senior Life Member (65 and older): $275 one-time payment, or four 
$75 / quarterly payments

ENHANCED LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
CRPA’s Enhanced Life Members are 2A supporters, hunters and shooters 
committed to the CRPA’s mission and success. In addition to ALL the 
above-listed member benefits, CRPA Enhanced Life Members also receive:

■ Defender Life Member: $1000 upgrade for CRPA Life Members
■ CRPA Defender Life Member Hat
■ CRPA Defender Life Member Lapel Pin
■ CRPA Custom-Engraved Defender Life Member Buck Knife
■ Annually updated copy of California Gun Laws: A Guide to State and 
Federal Firearm Regulations by CRPA’s President and General Counsel 
Chuck Michel
■ Defender Life Member Certificate
■ Invitations to Exclusive VIP Events, Briefings and Tours
■ Personal Recognition from CRPA President

■ Activist Life Member (Silver/Patron): $1500 upgrade for CRPA 
Defender Life Members
■ Activist Life Member Embroidered Patch
■ Activist Life Member Outerwear / Jacket
■ Activist Life Member Hat
■ Activist Life Member Lapel Pin
■ CRPA Custom-Engraved Activist Life Member Buck Knife
■ Annually updated copy of California Gun Laws: A Guide to State and Federal 
Firearm Regulations by CRPA’s President and General Counsel Chuck Michel
■ Activist Life Member Certificate
■ Invitations to Exclusive VIP Events, Briefings and Tours
■ Personal Recognition from CRPA President

■ Patriot Life Member (Gold/Benefactor): $1500 upgrade for CRPA 
Activist Life Members
■ 9mm SIG SAUER P226 MK25 (For first 50 members)
■ CRPA Patriot Life Member Hat
■ CRPA Patriot Life Member Lapel Pin
■ CRPA Custom-Engraved Patriot Life Member Buck Knife
■ Annually updated copy of California Gun Laws: A Guide to State and Federal 
Firearm Regulations by CRPA’s President and General Counsel Chuck Michel
■ CRPA Patriot Life Member Challenge Coin
■ Special Patriot Life Member Recognition Wall Plaque
■ Patriot Life Member Certificate
■ Invitations to Exclusive VIP Events, Briefings and Tours
■ Personal Recognition from CRPA President
■ Custom logo jacket

MEMBERSHIP 
APPLICATION FORM

Name

DOB

Street Address

City, County, State, Zip Code

Phone

Email Address

Membership Options Price

  1-Year Member $35

  5-Year Member $150

  2A Sustaining Member $17.91/month

  Life Member $500

*Veterans take 10% off Annual, 5-year, Life

  Senior Life Member $275

  Defender Life Member $1000 + Life

  Activist Life Member $1500 + Defender

  Patriot Life Member $1500 + Activist

Check next to membership of choice

Auto-Renewal Total Due $

*25% of CRPA membership dues are used for lobbying and political activities. 

Check #

Card #

Exp Date MM/YY

Email Address

California Rifle & Pistol Association
271 E. Imperial Highway, Suite #620, Fullerton, CA 92835
Phone: (800-305-2772    I   Email: membership@crpa.org

with olive oil, salt and pepper. Place on a cookie sheet 
with one chopped onion and three cloves of chopped 
garlic. Put in preheated oven to 425 degrees. Cook for 
35 minutes, turning after 15 minutes.

While shanks are in the oven, place celery, garlic 
and onion with ¼ cup olive oil in 8-quart non-reactive 
pot (I prefer an enameled cast-iron Dutch oven) on 
stove top; set for medium to high heat. Simmer till 
soft, stirring occasionally, till just short of browning.

Remove shanks from oven, place in pot and cover 
with tomato sauce. (I prefer to use home-grown San 
Marzano or Roma tomatoes that I have roasted for 
40 minutes +/- over oak fire. I do this in a roasting 
cage. It removes much of the water and intensifies 
the tomato flavor.) Add red wine, bay leaf, anchovies 
and dried mushrooms. Bring to boil, reduce heat to 
simmer, cover and cook 5 to 6 hours, at least until the 
meat falls off the bones. Add fresh sliced mushrooms 
and basil, then simmer 1 more hour. Remove meat / 
bones from sauce—meat should have fallen off the 
bones. Pull apart meat with fork into smaller bites 
and return to the sauce.

Serve over your favorite pasta with fresh grated 
parmesan cheese and sourdough bread. If you want 
a real treat, while the bones are still hot, remove the 
marrow and spread on a toasted piece of sourdough. 
This is your reward for all the hard work, just not 
enough to go around, and your guests do not need to 
know! LOL!

Enjoy!    CRPA 

TRUE ORGANIC RECIPES

5. ROASTED TOMATO SAUCE

6. READY TO EAT!
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CRPA BOOK CLUB

BY MIGUEL A. FARIA, JR., M.D. 

America, Guns, and Freedom outlines why the Second 
Amendment and armed self-defense are still needed in 
modern society, debunks the arguments that the U.S. 
should follow the path of European social democracies 
by enforcing draconian gun control and expounds on 
how civilian disarmament in Australia and Great Britain, 
despite media hype, has not decreased violent crime in 
those countries. In America, Guns, and Freedom, the author 
warns us of the five essential ingredients required for the 
creation and sustenance of tyrannical governments, one of 
which has been civilian disarmament via gun registration 
followed by gun bans and confiscation. Faria discusses 
mass shooting incidents and the role of mental illness. 
Special attention is given to the problem of how media 
sensationalism may encourage deranged individuals and 
madmen to become mass shooters seeking celebrity 
status, even in death. While gun control advocates decry 
America’s “gun culture,” Faria informs us of the significant 
role that this “gun culture” played in saving England during 
World War II. American traditions have been and remain 
beacons of liberty, and this is most evident in America, 
Guns, and Freedom. Totalitarian governments that deny 
their citizens the right to keep and bear arms are a threat 
to life, liberty, property and the pursuit of happiness.   CRPA  

AMERICA, GUNS, 
AND FREEDOM

CRPA BOOK CLUB

All featured books are available on Amazon.

COMING 
TO TERMS: 
A Mass 
Shooting 
Survivor’s 
Story
BY DAVID 
FRANKEL

As young corporate lawyer 
David Frankel works with 
other lawyers on closing a 
business deal, he learns of 
an active shooter at his firm. 
This is the story of David’s 
post-traumatic journey 
from victim and gun control 
advocate to gun rights 
advocate.

BY NIKKI GOESER

For Nikki Goeser it was a day like 
any other ... with one exception. 
Her husband, Ben, had only 16 
hours to live. On that fateful day 
in Tennessee, the man she loved 
would be murdered by a demented 
and evil coward who was stalking 
her. In compliance with state law, 
Nikki left her legal firearm locked in 
the car. With the help of legislatively 
created pistol-free zones, one evil 

man gunned down Nikki’s husband 
as she was forced to look on, alone, 
defenseless and disarmed by an 
ill-conceived law designed to protect 
her. Read this inspiring story of 
courage through remorse, as one 
woman struggles to seek justice 
for the man she loves. Follow Nikki 
Goeser as she fights to ensure that 
others are never held victim to the 
same terrible fate.   CRPA 

STALKED AND 
DEFENSELESS:
HOW GUN CONTROL HELPED 
MY STALKER MURDER MY 
HUSBAND IN FRONT OF ME

CALIFORNIA 
GUN LAWS: 
A Guide To 
State And 
Federal 
Firearm 
Regulations
BY C.D. MICHEL

California Gun Laws: A Guide 
to State and Federal Firearm 
Regulations is the 2020 
Seventh Edition and answers 
the most frequently asked 
questions about California 
firearms laws based on C.D. 
Michel’s 25 years’ experience. 
Available at CRPA.org

THE MORALITY 
OF SELF-
DEFENSE AND 
MILITARY 
ACTION: 
The Judeo-
Christian 
Tradition
BY DAVID B. KOPEL

Shedding new light on a 
controversial and intriguing 
issue, this book reshapes the 
self-defense debate. Kopel takes 
a multidisciplinary approach, 
engaging with leading writers on 
both sides of the issue.

THE GUN 
BEHIND THE 
CAMERA: 
A Cop’s 
Experience 
of Thirty-
Four Years 
in Merv Griffin’s 
Television World
BY AL MILLER

This book takes readers on 
a journey through an ex-
cop’s and marine’s career in 
the entertainment industry 
protecting high-profile 
celebrities.

WHY 
MEADOW 
DIED
BY ANDREW 
POLLACK AND 
MAX EDEN

The Parkland 
school shooting was the 
most avoidable mass 
murder in American 
history. The policies that 
made it inevitable are being 
forced into public schools 
across America. Why 
Meadow Died is a father’s 
quest for the truth.

THANK YOU 
FOR MY 
SERVICE
BY MAT BEST

The unapologetic, 
laugh-your-
ass-off military 
memoir both vets and 
civilians have been waiting 
for, from a five-tour Army 
Ranger turned YouTube 
phenomenon and zealous 
advocate for veterans. Mat 
Best’s personal memoir 
takes readers into the 
action and its aftermath, 
both abroad and at home.

#DUPED: How 
the Anti-gun 
Lobby Exploits 
the Parkland 
School 
Shooting–and 
How Gun 
Owners Can Fight Back
BY MARK W. SMITH

Smith reveals how young 
people are exploited for 
political gain to short-circuit any 
legitimate debate depriving 
law-abiding Americans of their 
right to bear arms and provides 
guidelines on debunking gun-
grabber myths.  
Available at CRPA.org

SHOOT TO 
WIN
BY CHRIS CHENG

Chris Cheng is 
a self-taught 
amateur 
who beat 17 
competitors in HISTORY’s 
“Top Shot: Season 4.” 
Cheng’s book Shoot 
to Win focuses on the 
fundamentals of pistol, rifle 
and shotgun shooting. 
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