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The 416 Barrett cartridge allows shooters to have sub 

MOA performance capable of hitting targets well 

beyond 2500 yards. The higher velocity and reduced 

drop make this cartridge ideal for Extreme Long Range 

shooting.

With a G1 ballistic coefficient of .830, the 452 gr 

Cutting Edge Bullet launches at 3005 ft/s. They are 

available in a 10 round box and 80 round case. Barrett 

also offers new primed and unprimed RUAG produced 

match brass for purchase on our web store,

barrett.net/store.
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TRUSTED RELIABILITY AND PERFORMANCE

The G19 is versatile and ideal for fulfilling many 
roles thanks to its perfect size. Although it is slightly 
smaller than GLOCK’s full size option, the G19 serves 
exceptionally as a service pistol and excels for off duty 
and concealed carry applications.
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Happy Birthday CRPA! 
CRPA was founded in 1875, 
so in 2020 CRPA is 145 years 

old! FYI: NRA was founded in 1871.

CRPA’S UPGRADED MAGAZINE  
IS A HIT!

This issue of California Firing Line is 
the first one for 2020 and the fourth 
issue published by our friends at 
Chipotle Publishing. CRPA’s magazine 
has improved dramatically both in 
style and content, and I hope ev-
eryone looks forward to getting the 
magazine in your mailbox! 

Lots of advertisers are showing 
interest in the new CRPA magazine 
professional format, so readers 
will see more ads by firearm and 
ammunition manufacturers, outfit-
ters, others in the industry and other 
CRPA supporters. Please support 
our advertisers and thank them for 
supporting the CRPA. 

As the CRPA magazine becomes 
self-supporting, CRPA will be able to 
move the funds that it has been us-
ing to produce the magazine into our 
resources fund to fight for your 2A 
rights in California. So please encour-
age advertisers to consider California 
Firing Line. It’s an uphill battle for our 
freedoms in this rigged state, but we 
will never give up on the 2A. Never. 
Never.

LEGAL GAME CHANGER HOLDS 
HOPE FOR OUR 2A FREEDOMS

Hopefully, the U.S. Supreme Court 
(SCOTUS) will rule on a 2A case soon 
and will reset the legal standard of 

review used to evaluate the consti-
tutionality of gun control laws. The 
SCOTUS heard oral argument on the 
NYSRPA v. NYC case on December 2, 
2019, and we expect a decision by 
June 2020, though one could come 
sooner. There are several other 
cases lined up at the SCOTUS that 
CRPA is sponsoring or supporting, 
so please contribute to CRPA’s litiga-
tion fund! A positive ruling from the 
newly reconstituted Supreme Court 
could be a real game changer for 2A 
rights in California. CRPA is push-
ing to make it happen. The CRPA / 
NRA’s legal “A-team” is working on 
many active lawsuits in courts right 
now, and the team is ready to take 
advantage of a good ruling from the 
SCOTUS.

CRPA PROGRAMS GROWING AND 
LOCAL CRPA CHAPTERS FORMING 

CRPA grew and made more 
tremendous strides in 2019. As CRPA 
celebrates its 145th anniversary in 
2020, CRPA’s programs continue to 
expand across the state. CRPA and 
the CRPA Foundation are sponsoring 
more popular training and shooting 
events than ever. Local CRPA Chap-
ters are forming everywhere, and I 
encourage everyone to get involved. 
The CRPA PAC is building up for state 
and local elections. If you believe in 
the 2A cause, other than being vocal 
about it and proud of your beliefs, 
there are two things you can do to be 
a 2A “activist.” You can donate mon-
ey, and/or you can volunteer your 

BY CHUCK MICHEL
CRPA PRESIDENT 
& GENERAL COUNSEL

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 9)
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Positive Feedback
I must commend you for your 

Sep./Oct. issue of the [California] 
Firing Line. This is an outstanding 
publication! You have created 
a magazine that offers a lot of 
excellent information for a wide 
variety of readers.

—TJ Johnston, Orange, CA
Thanks and keep watching, more 

improvements in store!

The new CFL is great! I was a 
little worried when they first went 
to coated stock and process color 
but didn’t upgrade the copy, but 
the new format with the expanded 
editorial content puts CFL in the first 
class category and a look-forward-
to kind of publication!
—C. E. Voigtsberger, Ventura, CA

Thank you. We are always on 
the lookout for advertisers and 
contributors!

Recall Effort
Read the current issue of 

[California] Firing Line and the 
President’s Message. All rings true. 
I’d like to inquire about the pros/
cons of starting a “real recall” 
of the governor. I support the 
2nd Amendment to the fullest. I 
am a retired U.S. Secret Service 
Supervising Special Agent with 
28½ years of dedicated service 
to my country. My thoughts are 
that we as supporters of the 2nd 
Amendment have given money 
and time to fight for this issue. 
Why not try a recall effort. Even 
if we didn’t win we would send a 
message to the anti-gunners that 
we are really serious. Our message 
would be to get out to the public in 
California and the rest of the U.S. 
that everyone in California is not 

a “snowflake.” I see all these 2nd 
Amendment organizations seeking 
donations/funds. There must be 
an effort made to wrap ourselves 
in a united effort. It would be a 
struggle, but anything worth doing 
that is as important as keeping 2nd 
Amendment freedom is worth the 
struggle. We know what happened 
in Russia, China, [North] Korea, and 
Cambodia and others when the 
right to bear arms was left in the 
hands of government politicals.

Thanks for your ear.
—Bob Caughey, Westlake 

Village, CA
There are several ongoing recall 

efforts, and petitions are available at 
local gun shows and some stores. The 
practical problem is that collecting 
all the required signatures is almost 
impossible. More here: kcra.com/
article/groups-aim-to-recall-
california-governor-newsom-need-
to-know/29393230

Gun Laws  
Don’t Work

Please reveal to us common 
citizens the existence of ANY 
enacted law that kept any 
perpetrator from doing an act that 
is illegal. The vision I have is of a 
gang of bank robbers rubbing their 
hands in the warmth of a campfire 
with one of them saying, “Dang it, 
they’ve made it illegal to rob banks. 
Now, what are we going to do?” as 
if that law flat out stopped bank 
robberies forever.

Virtually every convicted 
murderer broke several existing 
laws prohibiting murder, regardless 
of the instrument used in 
committing it. All the laws on the 
books didn’t keep any murderer 
from becoming one. Same with a 

person convicted of speeding. No 
vehicle code stopped that driver 
from breaking the speed limit. 

There will never be any law that 
will “keep that from ever happening 
again.” Laws don’t stop violators 
from being violators, they simply 
give law enforcement legal means 
to charge a violator with a crime ... 
in the planning stages or after it has 
been committed.

Existing, or additional, gun/ammo 
laws won’t make a model citizen out 
of someone with criminal intent.

The moral fiber in this country 
has been diluted by 50 years of 
Liberal education. The common 
denominator in all gun violence 
is LIBERALISM. Remove liberalism 
from the equation, and gun 
violence will drop exponentially.

—Bill Bruno, Visalia, CA
To the extent that “liberalism” 

incorporates statist beliefs, I agree. 
Though some “classic” liberals might 
make a distinction. Regardless, 
your point is well taken. There is a 
common belief and ideology behind 
gun control advocates; that the state 
knows best and can force us how to 
live and that the government can be 
trusted and will get it right. Wrong on 
all counts. Nothing fails as reliably as 
a government bureaucracy.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

We want CRPA members’ voices to 
be heard! If you have something 
you would like to bring to the 
attention of our California Firing 
Line Executive Editor, please email 
CFL@chipotlepublishing.com 
and be sure to specify that it is 
for Members’ Voices (Letters to 
the Editor). We look forward to 
hearing from you! 

SHARE YOUR VOICE
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No other pro-2A association is more scrupulous 
about avoiding financial improprieties than 
CRPA and its sister, the CRPA Foundation. 
Donations and membership dues are closely 
monitored, budgeted, and reinvested into 
fighting for the rights of California gun owners. 
The CRPA has a Finance Committee that 
oversees bookkeeping and expenses, a fully 
informed Board of Directors, and accountants 
that scrutinize bookkeeping and expenses. CRPA 
also has a conflict of interest disclosure and 
review policy, a vendor fraud prevention policy, 
an expenses review and limitation policy and 
review process, and multiple other safeguards 
in place to make sure every donation is spent 
wisely and frugally. CRPA’s volunteer President, 
Chuck Michel, is paid nothing for his many 
hours of work because he believes in the cause 
and donates all of that time. Any legal work 
for the CRPA or CRPA Foundation is done at 
significantly-reduced hourly non-profit rates.

STATEMENT OF CRPA’S 
FINANCIAL PRACTICES

Add the CRPA Foundation as your preferred charity on AmazonSmile!
■ Go to smile.amazon.com and log in.
■ Select “CRPA Foundation” as your charity of choice and every eligible 
Amazon purchase you make will result in a donation!

CRPA IS A 
SUPPORTER OF…

time. CRPA needs more of both to 
scale up its efforts on your behalf. 
Show gun owner pride!

GUNS AND MONEY 
NRA has been criticized by a 

gloating anti-gun media for the 
past few months, and some of 
that criticism is coming from folks 
on our side of the 2A issue. There 
are some questions that need 
answering, but keep in mind NRA 
representatives are mostly unable 
to respond substantively because 
NRA’s corporate lawyers won’t 
allow public statements while 
lawsuits are pending. So be careful 
about judging prematurely. And 
know this: many of the groups 
throwing stones at the NRA live in 
glass financial houses themselves.

These days, the ability to do slick 
social media and email fundrais-
ing campaigns inexpensively has 
changed the non-profit game. 
It’s now relatively easy to form a 
paper tiger non-profit and then 
reach a lot more people through 
digital communications if you 
can develop an appeal people 
respond to. 2A groups that 
have little or no basic physical 
infrastructure, minimal oversight 
of finances, no real legislative 
influence and few if any effec-
tive pro-2A programs can make 
themselves look a lot bigger and 
more influential than they really 
are—while relentlessly fundrais-
ing. Meanwhile the promoters 
can pocket a lot of the donations 
as “salaries,” set up self-dealing 
contract rackets and spend funds 

raised to do more fundraisers. A 
lot of donations may not make it 
to the frontlines for the 2A cause. 

There is an interesting new 
“Guns & Money” section posted 
by our friends on the Calguns.net 
forum that explains some of the 
red flags to look for when choos-
ing a non-profit to support and 
contains a lot of financial disclosure 
statements and other informa-
tion about both pro- and anti-2A 
groups. It’s a crowd-source project, 
so sign on and help them build 
their information base!

Rest assured, when you support 
CRPA your money goes to the 
front lines in our court battles, 
in the legislature and through 
CRPA’s many pro-2A programs. 
In addition to messaging, lawsuits 
and lobbying, CRPA does the re-
al-world hard stuff like shooter re-
cruitment, hunter education, train-
ing classes and other programs to 
get more people pulling triggers. 
The scope of CRPA’s efforts and 
the variety of CRPA’s programs 
go beyond what any other group 
is doing in California. And CRPA 
has the most scrupulous financial 
oversight to make sure donations 
are put to good use. 

It has been my pleasure to vol-
unteer my time pro bono to serve 
again as CRPA’s President. With 
your help, all of us at CRPA look 
forward to doing more for our 2A 
freedoms in 2020 and beyond. 

Let’s make 2020 a pro-2A 
litigious New Year! Be safe. Shoot 
straight. Fight back!

 — Chuck

(PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, CONT.)
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LAW & POLITICS

On August 23, 2000, 
an intruder entered 
the Carpenter home 

in Merced, CA, armed with 
a pitchfork where five 
children resided. The intruder 
proceeded to attack the children, 
killing two of them. The oldest 
siblings were able to escape the 
home and seek help at a neighbor’s 
home; however, it was too late 
for Ashley, 9, and John, 7. The 
family was armed with a legally 
owned .357 Magnum, but due 
to California’s mandatory locked 
storage laws, the children did not 
have access to the firearm despite 
their knowledge and training in 
proper firearm handling and use. 
Vanessa was 11 at the time of the 
attack.

How important is our 2nd 
Amendment to you? I don’t know 

about you, but it is crucially 
important to me! When you’ve 
gazed in the face of death you 
realize just how important such a 
right is. Thanks to [g]overnment 
overreach, my [s]iblings and I 
were completely robbed of our 
right to even attempt to defend 
ourselves against a pitchfork 
wielding intruder in the privacy 
of our own home! My Dad re-
sponsibly raised each of us kid[s] 
with the ability to safely dis-
charge a firearm and instilled in 
each of us that a firearm is a tool 
that is to be treated with the ut-
most respect and only to be used 
when deemed absolutely neces-
sary! On Wednesday, August 23, 
2000, it was ABSOLUTELY NECES-
SARY, in fact it was the only hope 
we had! However, unfortunately 
we weren’t able to even attempt 
to reach let alone load a firearm 
that day. That tragic day could 

[have] turned out a lot differently 
for us. Ashley and John William, 
I’m so sorry that you both had 
to succumb to such a devastat-
ing demise and that we (your 
older siblings) couldn’t defend 
you better. Our story is proof 
that anything can be a weapon 
when placed in the wrong hands; 
this stranger took our 
pitchfork and malicious-
ly murdered my two 
younger siblings. Ashley, 
9, ultimately lost her life 
that day laying down her 
life for her siblings. Her 
last words to me were, 
“GO” while she had 
her little severely injured body 
wrapped around this strangers 
legs fighting him. John William, 7, 
ultimately lost his life that day in 
his sleep. This stranger viciously 
attacked John William while he 
was peacefully sleeping in my 

IN THE FACE 
OF DEATH
A CRIME VICTIM’S PLEA FOR 
2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS
A LETTER FROM VANESSA CARPENTER-PERALES:

Vanessa 
Carpenter-Perales 
& Grandmother 
Mary Carpenter.
(ELIZABETH ANNE 
PHOTOGRAPHY)
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LAW & POLITICS

parent[s’] bed. Ashley suffered 138 
stab wounds to her face, eyes, back, 
neck, chest, hands, legs and ankles. 
John William suffered a total of 46 
stab wounds to his head, face and 
neck. See just how ABSOLUTELY NEC-
ESSARY our 2nd Amendment is? Ask 
yourself the question, what is more 
deadly a gun or a thought? A thought 
pulls the trigger. This stranger had 
thoughts that were in a very dark 
place, and we just so happened to be 
in his deadly path. See, the pitchfork 
didn’t devise this man’s evil scheme, 
his own wicked thoughts did! In my 
honest opinion the real weapon 
here isn’t the pitchfork, but it is our 
thoughts, our heart and our mindset. 
To the reader today I beg you to do 
your research and fight to save and 
defend our 2nd Amendment! I pray 
none of you ever experience[s] such 
a devastating and helpless situation 
as we did that day.

I’m also including a portion of my 
Dad’s heartbroken and heartfelt 

words that still ring true today.
“There was a gun in my home, but 

because of the law and what could 
happen to me, I had it put away in 
supposedly a safe place. I guess I did, 
because my 14-year-old daughter 
and 13-year-old daughter couldn’t 
get to it and neither did the murder-
er. The only thing I forgot to put a 
lock on was my pitchfork. How long 
are we, the people, going to believe 
the lies of the politicians and get 
back to the root of the problems? We 
need to change the hearts of men, to 
start loving their neighbor[s’] chil-
dren as themselves. What’s sad is, it 
doesn’t cost one red cent. In fact, it 
will save us money. My plea to you 
people today, is put all politics and 
religions aside and start living life 
like my little daughter Ashley did, by 
laying down her life for her sisters. 
It might cost you your life, but that 
should be easy to do, you already 
have an example in my daughter. 
Do whatever it takes to protect your 

family and friends.” —John Carpenter
If you’re asking the question, “[C]

an more strict gun laws [a]ffect 
me?” [m]y reply to you is they most 
definitely can, and like I’ve shared in 
this article, it can hurt you in ways 
you never thought possible and rob 
you of everything! Just remember 
with the strict gun laws we already 
have, it hasn’t stopped the criminals; 
just like drugs, they are illegal and 
yet criminals still get their hands 
on them. I truly believe the same 
concept goes hand in hand with our 
firearms. We aren’t the criminals; we 
are the one[s] just trying to live our 
lives to the fullest and protect our-
selves from those that mean to do 
harm! Like my courageous little [s]
ister Ashley fought so bravely, let us 
fight bravely to defend and preserve 
our freedom and our liberty! 

Many thanks, 
Vanessa Carpenter-Perales

For more on this story, visit the following sites:
nypost.com/2000/08/25/naked-lunatic-murders-2-kids-with-pitchfork
latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2000-aug-25-mn-10333-story.html
lewrockwell.com/2003/11/richard-poe/the-merced-pitchfork-murders

CRPA works with and supports the Civilian Marksmanship Program (CMP), a national 
organization created by federal law that provides citizens around the country with 

firearm training and learning opportunities, similar to the operations of CRPA.
The CMP’s highest priority is serving youth through gun safety education and 
marksmanship events that encourage personal growth and life skill development. 
CRPA whole-heartedly joins in and supports these efforts.

CMP has also developed excellent match procedures at competitive and recreational 
shooting events that are being incorporated into CRPA’s own event and match 

management processes. Individuals can keep informed about CMP affiliated matches by 
visiting the CMP’s Competition Tracker page at http://ct.thecmp.org.  
The CMP also sells select vintage military rifles to qualified U.S. citizens at a great price, along with competitive 
equipment and memorabilia! You can learn more about getting started on your own marksmanship journey 
through the CMP at http://thecmp.org/get-started/.

Visit us online at www.TheCMP.org
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It was a photo from the deck 
of a sailboat showcasing the 
deep blue water mirroring 

the blue sky interrupted by the 
San Diego skyline that lovingly 
graced my dorm in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, while I was there 
attending college. It was my first 
stint being away from home, and 
the extremes of Oklahoma weather 
were a far cry from what this third-
generation, native-born San Diegan 
was used to.

San Diego, California, is a purely 
magical place to live and in the 1960s 
through the 1980s an amazing place 
to grow a business. The combina-
tion of the Navy and those defense 

contractors in support as well as the 
beautiful weather drew the best of the 
best from all around the country. That 
strong Midwest work ethic would align 
well with the laid back hospitality and 
warmth of a sun-drenched coastal city.

My grandfather, Al Buck, was born 
in Washington State and was intro-
duced to San Diego through a stint in 
the Navy. He decided that was where 
he was going to raise his family. Al’s 
parents, Hoyt and Daisy, relocated to 
San Diego and moved in with their son 
in 1945. Health failing for both, Hoyt 
taught his son to make knives in a 
10x10-foot lean-to built off Al’s garage. 
Following the death of his father in 
1949, Al kept the business going with 
the help of his two sons, Chuck and 
Frank, and his brother-in-law Chuck 

Shapter. Buck Knives incorporated 
April 7, 1961, introduced the #110 
Folding Hunter in 1964 and meteori-
cally grew for the next 15 years.

Buck Knives, Inc., markets knives 
internationally and the location, espe-
cially San Diego, was not germane to 
our business model. During the late 
80s and through the 90s our profit 
margins started getting squeezed, 
and we worked diligently to carve out 
improvements to our margins and 
reductions to our expenses. It seemed 
all our efforts were consistently negat-
ed through volatile utility rates and, in 
some years, the doubling of our Work-
er’s Comp insurance premiums.

The knife business is very depen-
dent on a strong fall (hunting) and 
holiday season, so in September 2001 
with the fall of the twin towers in New 
York, we called an emergency board 
meeting, almost an intervention, to 
drive us off the incremental improve-
ment model and transform our busi-
ness. We adopted the Toyota Produc-
tion System, or at least strove to. We 
restructured our outside sales force, 
focused our marketing messaging 
and product development on newly 
defined market segments—Hunting, 
Outdoor, Limited Edition, Everyday 
Carry (EDC) and Tactical—and our final 
building block was to stop giving our 
competition a 20% to 30% cost advan-
tage and relocate our manufacturing 
out of California.

Relocating a business is not for 
the faint of heart; however, I am glad 
we did it. We chose Post Falls, Idaho, 
because it was a perfect combination 
of freeway access, airport access 
(Spokane International Airport), train 
access and sea port access through 
Portland and Seattle. Idaho was hun-
gry and appreciative of business, and 
that was a very new experience for us. 
  CRPA 

(SHUTTERSTOCK
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WHY BUCK KNIVES 
LEFT CALIFORNIA
BY C.J. BUCK, CEO AND CHAIRMAN OF BUCK KNIVES
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Q: When and why did Weatherby 
decide to move [its] company 
from California? 

A: It was several years in the 
making, but I first spoke with former 
Wyoming Governor Matt Mead the 
fall of 2016. Things really started to 
move fast from there, and our first 
personnel moved in the summer 
of 2018. The move was complete in 
June of 2019 as we celebrated with a 
Grand Opening. 

Q: Why did Weatherby choose 
Wyoming?

A: Incredible people, great tax and 
business climate, access to premi-
um Western big game hunting, a 
commitment to defending the 2nd 
Amendment and an unparalleled 
incentive package. 

Q: What impact(s) did California’s 
gun laws and government stance 
toward the 2nd Amendment have 
on Weatherby’s decision to move? 
Why? 

A: It had a significant impact. The 
2nd Amendment is very important 
to us and our customers. Califor-
nia was a different place when my 
grandfather started the business in 
1945. Unfortunately, there had been 

too many restrictive laws passed 
in recent years at the state level to 
continue doing business there, and 
the writing on the wall [was] that it 
was only a matter of time before it 
would have been nearly impossible 
for us to operate in California. 

Q: How many jobs left California 
because Weatherby left, and how 
much of an impact economically 
did Weatherby have for its home-
town of Paso Robles? 

A: We really enjoyed our home-
town of Paso Robles and that area. 
We had to leave behind over 50 
people [who] were not able to come 
with us. Saying those goodbyes 
were perhaps the most difficult 
thing we had to do this past year. 

Q: What can Weatherby do in 
Wyoming that it couldn’t do in 
California? How did this affect 
your ability to run your business? 

A: The cost of living for our 
employees is better. Our access to 
outdoor hunting has improved. Sell-
ing firearms has become easier. We 
have nearly doubled our space be-
cause of the incentive packages the 
state offered, which will allow for 
significant expansion and growth. 
Our power bill is cheaper, as is 

nearly everything else that it takes 
to operate a manufacturing facility. 
I don’t have to do a background 
check when I buy ammunition. I 
can have more than 10 rounds in 
my pistol magazine. I can own and 
shoot a semiautomatic rifle. To sum 
it all up, we feel free. 

Q: What advice does Weatherby 
have for firearms companies 
which are still in California or oth-
er states which aren’t supporters 
of the 2nd Amendment? 

A: Every business needs to do 
what is best for [itself]. For Weath-
erby, it was relocating to Wyoming. 
It hasn’t been easy, and it hasn’t 
come without a cost. However, our 
brand will be better because of it. It 
already is.

Q: Is there anything Weatherby 
would like to add regarding [its] 
move to Wyoming? 

A: Come by and visit us sometime 
in Sheridan and see for yourselves 
the newest chapter of Weatherby, 
now in the great Cowboy State of 
Wyoming.  CRPA

Reprinted with permission. Edited 
from original article published in 
ATHLON.

WHY WEATHERBY 
LEFT CALIFORNIA
A Q & A WITH ADAM 
WEATHERBY, CEO
BY JAMES PINSKY
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A ccording to Vigilant 
Holsters, an Ohio-
based maker of Kydex, 

leather and hybrid holsters 
(vigilant-holsters.com/
about), the Sanford, Florida, 
Police Department’s recent 
publication of a “gun buyback” 
event has been censored 
as a violation of Facebook’s 
“community standards.” The 
alleged violation? Describing 
“the purchase or sale of drugs, 
guns or regulated products.”

California gun owners will no 
doubt find humor here. It is no 
secret that Facebook and other 
Silicon Valley companies have 
nothing but contempt and 
disdain for the gun culture, so 
much so that they are working 
overtime to automatically re-
move pro-gun content because 
it doesn’t conform to their 
agenda or “PC” culture. In any 
event, it’s nice to see anti-Sec-
ond Amendment companies 
trip over their own agenda.   
 CRPA 

EATING THEIR OWN
WHEN ANTI-GUN ACTIVISM 
AND PC CULTURE COLLIDE

(FACEBOOK)

1 GUN RAFFLED OFF EACH WEEK



ARE YOU IN IT

TO WIN IT?

*All Federal and CA Laws 
and Regulations Apply

IT’S OUR 52-GUN GIVEAWAY

1 GUN RAFFLED OFF EACH WEEK

BUY A 2020 CRPA 
FREEDOM CALENDAR 

TODAY TO ENTER!
   ONLY 1,000 AVAILABLE 

   FOR $100 EACH

CALL 
714-992-2772 
FOR MORE INFO

LIMITED 
CALENDARS 

AVAILABLE SO GET 
YOURS TODAY!
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“Hell, Yes, We’re 
Going to Take 

Your AR-15, 
Your AK-47!”

The good part of what 
Democratic presidential 
candidate Beto 

O’Rourke said is that after 
more than 50 years of weasel 
words and outright denials, 
a politician on the national 
stage has partially pulled 
the confiscation cat out of 
the bag. The bad part is that an 
unknown number of politicians will 
think what Beto said is a good idea 
and will pass laws to make it so and 
more. That’s trouble—especially the 
“and more” part. 

For as Sam Ervin, the late Dem-

ocratic U.S. Senator from North 
Carolina and my childhood mentor in 
things constitutional, often said, “The 
test of good law is not whether it will 
accomplish its purpose if properly 
administered, but what damage it 
will do if improperly administered.”

MISADMINISTRATION
Past experience indicates two 

things about Beto’s ban. First, it will 
not accomplish its stated purpose 
of ending or even diminishing mass 
shootings. Second, it is likely to do 
tremendous damage, because it will 
be improperly administered. On the 
first point, real military automatic 
weaponry could be mail-ordered via 
magazine ads until mid-1980, and 
homes often had such items lying 
around unsecured yet we had no 
mass shootings during the 1950s 
and few until about 30 years ago. 
On the second point, we’ve seen 
that deadly police misadministration 
movie before by way of Ruby Ridge, 
the Branch Davidians/David Koresh, 
the “Operation Fast and Furious” 
gun-running scam and other “law 
enforcement” lawbreaking. So be as-
sured that statutes in line with what 

Beto said will be grossly misadmin-
istered to the point of killing more 
people even though news stories 
are highly unlikely to report them as 
such.

As if anyone needs reminding, 
our First Amendment protects news 
media downplays and/or propagates 
police false narratives about “mis-
administration” abuses or deaths 
of Second Amendment supporters, 
because there is virtual opinion una-
nimity among those who twist our 
news that gun owners are dangerous 
and that only agents of the govern-
ment should possess firearms. That’s 
also Beto’s position even though he 
is putting forth a targeted confis-
cation of specific arms by the very 
police gun owners are so unified in 
supporting. But the worst part is still 
in the poke, and everybody knows 
what that is. As Representative 
Thomas Massie (R-KY) recently said 
about Beto’s proposal: “[It’s] the first 
step in a full confiscation ... That is 
what’s meant by ‘common sense gun 
control’ ... That is a recipe for de-
stroying this country, is what that is,” 
Massie added. Massie is right.

Confiscation has been the unstat-

WHAT BETO SAYS, 
THE POLICE WILL 

ENFORCE
BY DAN GIFFORD
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ed holy grail of gun controllers all 
along. We know that because the 
founder of the modern movement, 
Pete Shields, openly said so. His Fabi-
an method to achieve that end: Mis-
represent facts, play on the emotions 
of ignorance, take what prohibitions 
can be had now and gradually build 
on them by inventing pretenses for 
additional laws.

Today, the pretense would likely 
be an extension of the much used 
“weapon of war” paradigm or a PE-
TA-style campaign against hunting as 
a manifestation of “privileged white 
male blood lust”—or something. The 
repeated media establishment of 
either or both concocted concepts 
would establish widely held beliefs 
that would redefine your deer rifle 

as a “weapon of war sniper rifle” 
that endangers both public officials 
and the fundamental rights of cute 
forest animals. Words and images 
are weapons. Second Amendment 
defenders as a group don’t tend to 
comprehend that and represent a 
group that is singularly deficient in 
the verbal skills and creativity nec-
essary to construct and use words 

(SHUTTERSTOCK)
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and images for effective defense or 
to advance their beliefs and gather 
new adherents who would reject gun 
bans for the intellectual dishonesty 
of their ramifications alone.

ENFORCEMENT
Any federal law against possession 

of a firearm or anything else means 
the probable loss of its use without 
alerting police. I say “probable” be-
cause, like the “sanctuary city” immi-
gration-law nose thumbing, a federal 
“Beto ban” would not have to be en-
forced by the states. But even if your 
state declared itself a Beto-ban-free 
zone, be assured there are plenty of 
federal jackboots that would come 
into your state to search, seize and 
arrest to the point of upsetting civil 
liberties organizations like the ACLU 
over the trampling of state rights. 
That could cause said civil libertari-
ans who oppose federal intervention 
to enforce federal marijuana bans in 
states that have legalized the drug 
to, on the one hand, gerrymander a 

legal argument supporting federal 
intervention to infringe on a constitu-
tional right while, on the other hand, 
reject federal intervention to enforce 
the federal drug law. So how does 
that scenario play out for the owners 
of the guns Beto wants to ban?

Hiding guns for future use against 
government tyranny is a too often 
heard fantasy delusion. Gun owners 
are not going to rise effectively en 
masse against Uncle Sam because 
they have no organization or effec-
tive leadership. There may be a few 
death-by-cop types who will tempt 
fate, but that aside, going against 
Washington would mean law-abiding 
gun owners would have to break the 
law to do so, which would mean they 
could no longer claim to be law-abid-
ing. They don’t do civil disobedi-
ence because if there’s one thing a 
law-abiding gun owner doesn’t want 
is a criminal conviction or even an ar-
rest record because that could mean 
they would be disqualified from 
legally owning a gun. So how would 

Beto or some future Beto “take your 
AR-15 or AK-47?” What would that 
mean?

■ That could mean a law requiring 
the gun’s sale to the government 
as was done in Australia—and yes, 
most law-abiding gun owners would 
comply.

■ That could mean door-to-door 
police “visits” with search warrants 
to the homes of those in gun police 
registration data bases plus perpet-
ual perp walk TV news video of the 
ensnared.

■ That could also mean perpetual 
deadly SWAT raids at either those 
data base addresses or, far worse, 
SWAT raids on people and addresses 
provided to police by informers. 

Like who? How about the person 
who cleans your home or your best 
friend who thinks you’re getting too 
chummy with his wife or an angry 
girlfriend or wife, especially an ex-
wife? Then there are the electronic 
snooping and social science deduc-
tions that most have never heard 

As Representative Thomas 

Massie (R-KY) recently said 

about Beto’s proposal: 

“[It’s] the first step in a 

full confiscation ... That is 

what’s meant by ‘common 

sense gun control’ ... That is 

a recipe for destroying this 

country, is what that is.”
(C-SPAN)
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STAY INFORMED WITH
SUBSCRIBE NOW AT         YOUTUBE.COM/CRPATV

ARE YOU
PAYING ATTENTION?

about and would not suspect.
Even if you don’t actually say that 

you own a certain kind of firearm or 
any firearm at all, police and artifi-
cial intelligence devices can deduce 
your probable ownership from your 
online writings or overheard com-
ments (FBI microphones are planted 
in public spaces all over the country), 
subscriptions, acquaintances, your 
cell phone or that voice-activated 
device in your home that you find 
so cool. Other profiling includes the 
way you dress or your body type. 
Police profilers say those and other 
clues can indicate radical behavior 
or gun ownership that is increasing-
ly being captured and analyzed by 
Chinese-style totalitarian methods. 
Sound far-fetched? It isn’t. Just ask 
police officer/security guard Richard 
Jewell who was initially blamed for 
the 1996 bombing of the Summer 
Olympics in Atlanta, Georgia.

He was prime suspect numero uno 
because he fit the physical appear-
ance of the Southern, Christian-cul-
ture “bubba” an FBI profile said 
was the “typical” angry white, racist, 
anti-government, anti-police, militia 
member male that was the national 
bogeyman at the time. That lunatic 

profile was largely developed by the 
Southern Poverty Law Center and 
the Anti-Defamation League and was 
heavily circulated among news orga-
nizations. Though Jewell was never 
charged and eventually exonerated 
of all suspicion, he underwent a na-
tional trial by media hell that took a 
huge toll on his personal and profes-
sional life. The good part of it all was 
that he won millions in defamation 
lawsuits against NBC’s Tom Brokaw 
and other media biggies for dragging 
him through the media mud.

Should you still retain naive no-
tions that police, avidly supported by 
the typical “law-abiding gun owner,” 
would not enforce Beto’s limited ban 
or a total one, wise up. Most all will 
follow orders. All have bills to pay, 
and most are not about to jeopar-
dize their pensions or special society 
status for constitutional principle.

■ Police who will SWAT-raid 
a journalist’s home, as the San 
Francisco Police did earlier this year 
in order to seize the names of his 
story sources in blatant violation of 
California’s Reporter Shield Law that 
is part of the state Constitution, will 
SWAT-raid your home no matter 
what constitutional protections you 

may have on paper.
■ Police who violate that same 

Reporter Shield Law and on the or-
ders of California’s Attorney General 
SWAT-raid another journalist to learn 
the source who gave him a list of 
California police who are convicted 
felons, will surely raid your home.

■ Police who will SWAT-raid the 
home of a prominent Bakersfield 
man who tried to comply with Califor-
nia’s complicated “assault weapon” 
registration law because the photo he 
provided (as required) indicated some 
technical minutia violation on his 
rifle, will SWAT-raid your home and 
possibly kill you and your family in the 
process.

We aren’t there yet, but don’t think 
for a moment that election results 
couldn’t bring the preceding scenarios 
about, and don’t think for a moment 
police would not gleefully kick in the 
doors of gun owners and use deadly 
force to take whatever gun some law 
has banned.   CRPA 

Dan Gifford is a national 
Emmy-winning, Oscar-nom-
inated film producer and 
former reporter for CNN, 
The MacNeil Lehrer News 
Hour and ABC News.



22   CALIFORNIA FIRING LINE   ISSUE 1045,  JAN/FEB 2020

LAW & POLITICS TALES FROM UNDER THE DOME

BY STEVE HELSLEY

Steve Helsley served as NRA’s State Liaison and is now self-employed as a contract 
consultant to the NRA’s Institute for Legislative Action (ILA).

TALES 
FROM UNDER THE DOME

JERRY BROWN’S 
“ASSAULT 
WEAPON”  
FLIP-FLOP

In previous “Tales from Under the 
Dome” articles, I’ve shared war 
stories from my days as NRA’s 
California state liaison (lobbyist). 

After a 7-year tour in that position, 
I transitioned into a consulting role 
for the NRA’s Institute for Legislative 

Action. Some readers may be won-
dering—what does an NRA consul-
tant do? In my case, here are three 
examples: 1) I served as an expert 
in a number of legal challenges to 
state laws and local ordinances; 2) I 
was reactivated when another liaison 

resigned to resolve legislative and 
“Game & Fame Commission” ap-
pointment issues in Arizona; and 3) 
I acted as the contact person for the 
ill-fated Meg Whitman campaign for 
governor of California in 2010. (She 
lost her contest with Jerry Brown 
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by almost 14 points, never deciding 
where she stood on the Second 
Amendment.) The tale I most enjoy 
telling involves former California 
Governor Jerry Brown and “Second 
Amendment warrior” Don Kates.

Not long after I began my job as a 
state liaison, I met Don Kates. As a 
pre-teen, my parents had taken me 
to an event in the Santa Monica/Ven-
ice area of Los Angeles to observe 
“beatniks”—a subculture that pre-
ceded “hippies.” My first impression 
was that Kates was a latter-day beat-
nik—part loveable curmudgeon, part 
liberal activist, somewhat unkempt 
and usually irreverent. I soon learned 
that Kates was also a brilliant Sec-
ond Amendment scholar and, from 
my perspective, a joy to work with. 
Conversations would usually begin 
with an update on the health and ac-
tivities of his beloved parrot “Che”—a 
reference (I assume) to Fidel Castro’s 
buddy, Che Guevera.

One morning in early 2005, I 
answered my phone and heard 
Kates’ gravelly voice: “Jerry wants to 
know how to keep the NRA off his 
ass.” Jerry? Jerry who? A bit more 
background information would have 
been helpful to frame his question. 
“Jerry” was Jerry Brown, former 
California Secretary of State, gover-
nor, Linda Ronstadt’s BFF, three-time 
presidential candidate and then may-
or of Oakland, California. Brown was 
in the midst of a campaign to be Cal-
ifornia’s Attorney General (AG). Kates 
informed me that he and Brown had 
been classmates at Yale Law School 
and had remained in contact since 
graduation more than 4 decades 
earlier. Kates asked if I was willing 
to talk with Brown and if he (Kates) 
could provide him (Brown) with my 
phone number. I told him I’d check 
with my boss at NRA HQ and get 
back to him. Permission was quickly 

TALES 
FROM UNDER THE DOME

JERRY BROWN’S 
“ASSAULT 
WEAPON”  
FLIP-FLOP

I said, ‘Let me get this 
straight, the mayor 
of Oakland carries a 

Saturday Night Special.’

(SHUTTERSTOCK)
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granted and Kates was so informed. 
Within minutes, my phone rang and, 
as with Kates’ call, there was no ex-
change of pleasantries or providing 
of background information. “Hi. This 
is Jerry Brown. How do I keep the 
NRA off my ass?” To establish some 
personal connection, I mentioned we 
had met once before at the funeral 
for his brother-in-law 2 decades 
prior. He volunteered that he liked 
to shoot and that his father (former 
Governor Edmund G. “Pat” Brown) 
had given him a Detective Special 
revolver, to which I responded, you 
mean a “Saturday Night Special.” 
“No,” he said, “this is a good gun—a 
Colt Detective Special. ” I explained 
the state-mandated testing by the 
DOJ that was required for retail sale. 
I informed him that the Colt Detec-
tive Special had not been approved 
by the DOJ and was therefore an 
“unsafe handgun.” Like Kates, I also 
have a well-developed irreverent 
streak, and this was an opportunity 
I couldn’t let pass. I said, “Let me get 
this straight, the mayor of Oakland 
carries a Saturday Night Special.” His 
response: “Oh God, don’t say that!” 

Brown had contacted Kates in 
search of someone to field his 
technical firearm questions and 
offer insights into the DOJ Bureau 
of Firearms. I agreed to fill that role 
and mentioned I’d heard that his 
father told him to stay away from 
the gun issue. He said I was correct 
and, if elected attorney general, he 
would do just that. I told him to call 
whenever he had a question, and 
we exchanged cell phone numbers. 
During the campaign, he contacted 
me on a number of occasions. It’s 
important to point out that I offered 
the same services to the Republican 
consultants handling his opponent’s 
campaign. Brown won by over 18 
points. After his inauguration in 

2007, Brown invited Chuck Michel, 
Ed Worley (the NRA state liaison) and 
me to meet with him and his wife 
(Ann Gust) at his office in Oakland. 
The most memorable thing from that 
meeting was when Brown took me 
to look at one of the office computer 
screens. There was a picture of Earl 
Warren (former California governor 
and Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme 
Court), his father and him hunting 
ducks. (He suggested that the NRA 
should publish the picture—an offer 
that I graciously declined.)

Jerry Brown replaced Bill Lockyer 
as attorney general. Gun control 
groups had no better friend than 
Lockyer. During Lockyer’s two terms, 
he oversaw implementation of Sen-
ator Perata’s (SB 23) features-based 
assault weapon ban, a critical 
element of which was a follow-on 
regulation defining the term de-
tachable magazine. The “whiz-kids” 

of the DOJ Bureau of Firearms and 
their attorney settled on a definition 
that required the use of a “tool” for 
removal of the magazine, if it was 
to be considered “fixed” (a big legal 
deal). Note: The tip of a cartridge was 
considered a “tool” for the purpose 
of this regulation. An elegant re-
sponse was soon developed called 
the “bullet button” that replaced the 
factory magazine release. Poking the 
center of a bullet button with the 
tip of a spire-pointed bullet allowed 
easy removal of the magazine. 
When it became clear that the bullet 
button was wildly popular, Lockyer’s 
team went into overdrive and began 
crafting a new wave of regulations to 
redefine detachable magazine and 
kill-off the bullet button.

California’s Office of Administrative 
Law (OAL) oversees the regulatory 
process. There are a number of 
specific requirements concerning 
public comment and timeframes that 
must be met. Lockyer’s team began 
their regulation revision toward the 
end of his second (and last) term. I’m 
sure there was no sense of urgency 
as they were passing the torch (and 
the proposed regulations) to fellow 
liberal Democrat, Jerry Brown.

As best I can recall, it was on a 
weekend in early January 2007 when 
Kates called. His message was that 
“Jerry” had called him from a meet-
ing of the National Association of 
Attorneys General. At issue were the 
proposed regulations developed by 
“Team Lockyer” concerning detach-
able magazines. Brown’s staff had 
provided the proposed regulations 
to him for review and approval, and 
he, in turn, was seeking our input. 
What followed was a “round-robin” 
series of telephone calls. Timing was 
critical. The AG needed to immedi-
ately approve the proposed regula-
tions if the OAL deadlines were to be 

I agreed to fill 
that role and 
mentioned I’d 
heard that his 

father told him 
to stay away 
from the gun 

issue.
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met. Failure to do so would require 
that the entire regulatory process 
begin anew. Brown’s decision was 
to do nothing—effectively killing the 
proposed regulations.

THE SWITCH
Brown had assured us that as AG 

he would stay out of the gun issue. 
Perhaps his father’s advice was res-
onating with him. Until the very end 
of his 4-year term as AG he was true 
to his word. “Staying out” included 
telling his legislative unit to “stand 
down” and stop doing the staff 
work and lobbying for gun control 
groups. Whatever fealty he felt for 
the Second Amendment soon faded 
as governor. In addition to a plethora 
of gun control bills he signed during 
his two terms in office, in 2016 he 
signed SB 880 and AB 1135, which, 
among other provisions, put into law 
what Lockyer’s regulations sought to 
accomplish years prior. Brown’s inac-
tion in 2007 likely contributed to the 
sale of at least over 10,000 more of 
what might otherwise have been so-
called “assault weapons” in California 
were it not for their bullet buttons—
and for that we thank him.

Misplaced anger is directed 
at CRPA, NRA and other Second 
Amendment supporting groups 
for their rightful defense of assault 
weapons (more accurately described 
as “modern sporting rifles”). That 
anger would be more appropriately 
aimed at the politicians who have 
either lied or born of ignorance, 
mischaracterized so-called “assault 
weapon bans.” ARs, like Hasselblad 
or Nikon cameras, are a system, 
designed for the owner to mix and 
match parts. The build starts with 
an AR lower receiver (comparable 
to a camera body) and then other 
components are selected to suit the 
intended use. The end product could 

be a .338 Lapua bolt-action, sin-
gle-shot for 1,000-yard target com-
petition or a semiautomatic .22 Long 
Rifle rimfire for “ plinking.” Brownell’s 
firearm parts and gunsmithing tool 
catalog devotes 90+ pages to AR-re-
lated items. The objective for most 
California AR (or AK, FAL, etc.) owners 
is to render their rifle “featureless” 
and thereby avoid its registration as 
an assault weapon. Informed owners 
can avoid legal jeopardy and regis-
tration by constructing their rifles to 
be compliant with California DOJ’s 
vision of what a semiauto AR should 
be—something that can be easily 
accomplished with a redesigned 
grip and/or other “happy” parts. The 
bottom line—featureless ARs are 
readily available for retail purchase 
in California.

FINAL THOUGHTS
In 1960, comedian Bob Newhart 

recorded “The Button Down Mind 
of Bob Newhart.” Its most famous 

routine was the “Retirement Party.” 
Newhart tells the story of a 50-year 
employee being lavished with insin-
cere praise and an avalanche of trite 
expressions. When it’s the retiree’s 
time for comments, he opens with, 
“One thought kept recurring in my 
mind—I think I’m going to throw-up. 
I’ve never heard such drivel in my 
life.” I feel that same nausea when 
politicians, talk show or news pundits 
issue dire warnings about “semiauto-
matic machine guns” or “high velocity 
clip magazines.” Even though the de-
bate has been raging for 3 decades, 
basic firearm knowledge has proven 
illusive. Unfortunately, even many 
pro-Second Amendment folks are 
far less informed than they should 
be. The nature of the public assault 
weapon debate is perhaps best 
described by 16th century French 
philosopher Michel de Montaigne: 
“Nothing is so firmly believed as that 
which is least known.”

California gun owners have been 
victimized by politicians who are 
either as dumb as a sack of rocks or 
want the assault weapon issue to for-
ever remain a political cudgel. What 
else could explain that during the 
30 years of repeated “bans” and the 
associated metastasizing regulations, 
there hasn’t been a day rifles built on 
the AR platform weren’t for sale in 
California. Food for thought.   CRPA 

Steve Helsley is retired 
from the California De-
partment of Justice where 
he served as its assistant 
director. He then worked 
for the NRA, first as its Cali-
fornia lobbyist and then as 
an ILA consultant. A widely published author 
on firearm-related topics, he is a member 
of the American Society of Arms Collectors 
and is company historian for London-based 
John Rigby & Co., the oldest gunmaker in the 
English-speaking world.

Brown’s 
decision was 

to do nothing—
effectively 
killing the 
proposed 

regulations.
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15+ ROUND 
MAGAZINES, 
LOW BODY 
COUNT

GUN TRUTHS One argument 
making the 
rounds is that 

“high-capacity” magazines 
need to be banned 
because they lead to high 
death rates in mass public 
shootings (MPSs).

They do and they don’t.
What we see in the chart 

[titled “Mass Public Shootings 
Deaths—15+ Round Magazines 
Used”] is that most MPSs have 
a kill rate that clusters below 
nine victims, even when maga-
zines exceeding 15 rounds are 

used. In these instances where 
fewer than nine people are 
killed, the shooter simply ran 
out of victims. The attacker did 
not have a “cattle pen” scenar-
io, one where many people 
were packed tightly.

It is in these situations where 
larger capacity magazines 
make a difference. Even then 
we see only five MPSs where 
more than 15 people were 
killed in all MPSs from 1982.  
 CRPA 

Reprinted with permission. Orig-
inal article from GunFacts.info.
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Our law firm is 
often contacted by 
individuals seeking 

to preserve or restore their 
Second Amendment rights. 
Some folks are prohibited from 
owning or possessing firearms 
because of a prior criminal 
conviction, or by a restraining order 
they may not even know about, or 
for other reasons, and we can often 
help. Far more often than you might 
expect, people are denied their 
rights simply because the California 
Department of Justice’s (DOJ) records 
are out-of-date, inaccurate or 
incomplete. In these cases, resolving 
the issue often requires providing 
the DOJ with updated information. 
Typically, the DOJ refuses to do 

the work to update its records and 
insists that the individual obtain and 
provide the information to the DOJ.

Why should the burden rest on 
individuals to prove to the govern-
ment they are not prohibited from 
exercising their constitutionally 
protected rights? Good question. And 
one which is being asked at this very 
moment in the context of Califor-
nia’s ammunition sales restrictions. 
CRPA, with support from the NRA, 
filed a lawsuit titled, Rhode v. Becerra, 
challenging those restrictions as a 
violation of the Second Amendment 
and Commerce Clause of the Unit-
ed States Constitution. When the 
ammunition transaction background 
check requirements took effect this 
past July, more than 20% of law-abid-
ing citizens attempting to purchase 
ammunition in California were de-
nied due to outdated or incomplete 

Far more often 
than you might 
expect, people are 
denied their rights 
simply because 
the California 
DOJ’s records are 
out-of-date.

BY MATTHEW D. CUBEIRO

DENIAL OF RIGHTS IN 
CALIFORNIA—REASON: 

“OTHER”
DOJ SNAFU
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records maintained by the DOJ. In 
response, the plaintiffs in Rhode have 
now filed a motion for an injunction, 
noting that the DOJ “has the burden 
to prove that a person is not entitled 
to exercise a right—not the other way 
around.”

The DOJ’s inaccurate and outdated 
databases are not the only problems 
some California residents have been 
forced to deal with. Many law-abiding 

gun owners have been contacted by 
armed DOJ agents who mistakenly 
believed they were prohibited. Other 
individuals who are in fact prohibited 
have also been contacted because 
the DOJ mistakenly believed they are 
in possession of a firearm previously 
seized by another law enforcement 
agency, despite those persons also 
informing the DOJ—under penalty of 
perjury—that they no longer pos-

sessed the firearm. Such stories are 
among dozens of examples that illus-
trate the bureaucratic mess that is the 
DOJ Bureau of Firearms.

Just when you thought things can’t 
get any worse, the DOJ now appears 
to include “Other” as justification 
to deny a person his or her Second 
Amendment rights. See for yourself in 
the letter from the DOJ, reproduced 
here.

The letter goes on to state that if 
the person wishes “to challenge the 
accuracy” of the DOJ’s determination, 
he should undergo a Live Scan finger-
printing to obtain and review his crim-
inal records. But what good will that 
do, exactly? How can the person in 
this case challenge the DOJ’s prohib-
ited person (“Other”) determination 
when he doesn’t even know what that 
determination is based upon?

Sadly, it’s another shameful display 
of bureaucratic sloth from California’s 
top law enforcement agency.   CRPA 

Matthew Cubeiro is co-au-
thor of California Gun Laws 
and heads Michel & Associ-
ates’ Firearm Law Regulatory 
Compliance and Legislative 
Affairs Division. Mr. Cubeiro 
regularly advises countless 
clients on state and federal firearm laws, includ-
ing manufacturers, wholesalers, associations and 
individuals. Mr. Cubeiro also regularly appears as 
a commentator on radio and television programs 
while also teaching classes and webinars on 
federal, state and local firearm laws.

(MICHEL & ASSOCIATES)
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it would be classified as an “assault 
weapon” under California law. But 
Franklin Armory claims that the Title 1 
is not an “assault weapon.”

IS THIS TRUE? HOW IS 
THIS POSSIBLE?

Over 21 years ago, on August 17, 
1998, President Clinton was asked 
whether his attorney Mr. Bennett’s 
statement that, “there is absolutely 
no sex of any kind in any manner, 
shape or form, with President Clinton 
[and Monica Lewinsky]” was truthful. 
President Clinton replied, “It depends 
on what the meaning of the word is 
is.” Clinton explained that if is meant 
“never has been” that is one thing; 
but if is meant “there is none current-
ly” then the statement by Mr. Bennett 
was correct. And Clinton was right!

WHAT IS AN “ASSAULT 
WEAPON?”

In the real world, words express 
ideas, concepts and meanings which 
often vary depending on the context. 
In the world of law, words are often 
specifically defined by the Legislature 

in the statute itself, and those defi-
nitions become part of the law. The 
term assault weapon is defined by the 
law not once, but four different times 
in four different ways over the past 
30 years. 

It all began with the Roberti-Roos 
Assault Weapons Control Act of 1989, 
which defined the term to mean fire-
arms that fall within two categories of 
“assault weapons;” those that are spe-
cifically listed by California by make 
and model and those model firearms 
that are identified via regulation by 
the California Department of Justice 
(DOJ). 

Franklin Armory has no firearms 
listed by name among these first two 
categories of assault weapons, so 
the Title 1 is not, by definition, one of 
these categories of assault weapons.

A third definition was added in 
2001 and lasted through 2018. These 
“category 3 assault weapons” are de-

BY JASON A. DAVIS

The Franklin Armory® 
model Title 1TM firearm 
may be too good to be 

true for residents of California, 
where the choices of firearms 
available to purchase are 
shrinking faster than Kamala 
Harris’ chance at being 
America’s next president. 

Franklin Armory describes the 
Title 1 as a “FULL FEATURE” firearm 
chambered in 5.56 NATO, among 
other calibers, which is configured 
with a standard magazine release and 
a pistol grip and can include a flash 
suppressor. The barrel is a 16-inch 
lightweight contour with a 1:7-inch RH 
twist and is crowned with an A2 flash 
suppressor. Sporting a 15-inch FST 
M-Lok rail and Magpul SL pistol grip, 
it has no stock and was never built 
with a stock attached. Instead, the 
Title 1 has a pistol-length buffer tube 
covered in comfortable foam padding 
for use as cheek rest.

At a glance, the Title 1 seems like 

THE FRANKLIN 
ARMORY 
MODEL  
TITLE 1TM



LAW & POLITICS

OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE CALIFORNIA RIFLE & PISTOL ASSOCIATION   31

IS THIS GUN LEGAL?

fined to include firearms that contain 
a specific combination of features.

This third category was replaced 
with a revised definition in 2018, 
and that now stands as the main law 
regulating assault weapons in Cali-
fornia. This latest category of assault 
weapons is defined within Chapter 
2, Article 1 of California Penal Code 
section 30515 as follows:
RIFLES:

(1) A semiautomatic, centerfire rifle 
that does not have a fixed magazine 
but has any one of the following:

(A) A pistol grip that protrudes 
conspicuously beneath the action 
of the weapon.
(B) A thumbhole stock.
(C) A folding or telescoping stock.
(D) A grenade launcher or flare 
launcher.
(E) A flash suppressor.
(F) A forward pistol grip.

(2) A semiautomatic, centerfire rifle 

that has a fixed magazine with the ca-
pacity to accept more than 10 rounds.

(3) A semiautomatic, centerfire rifle 
that has an overall length of less than 
30 inches.

PISTOLS:
(4) A semiautomatic pistol that 

does not have a fixed magazine but 
has any one of the following:

(A) A threaded barrel, capable 
of accepting a flash suppressor, 
forward handgrip or silencer.
(B) A second handgrip.
(C) A shroud that is attached to, 
or partially or completely encir-
cles, the barrel that allows the 
bearer to fire the weapon without 
burning the bearer’s hand, except 
a slide that encloses the barrel.
(D) The capacity to accept a 
detachable magazine at some 
location outside of the pistol grip.

(5) A semiautomatic pistol with a 

fixed magazine that has the capacity 
to accept more than 10 rounds.

SHOTGUNS:
(6) A semiautomatic shotgun that 

has both of the following:
(A) A folding or telescoping stock.
(B) A pistol grip that protrudes 
conspicuously beneath the action 
of the weapon, thumbhole stock 
or vertical handgrip.

(7) A semiautomatic shotgun that 
has the ability to accept a detachable 
magazine.

(8) Any shotgun with a revolving 
cylinder.

So, for a firearm to be deemed an 
“assault weapon” under Penal Code 
section 30515 it must first be either a 
rifle, pistol or shotgun. Legally speak-
ing, what exactly is a “rifle,” “pistol” 
and “shotgun” under Penal Code 
section 30515?

Anticipating that some further 

(FRANKLIN ARMORY)
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definitions would be necessary, 
the Legislature mandated that the 
Attorney General adopt regulations 
to carry out the purposes and intent 
of this Chapter.1 In 2018 and 2019 the 
Attorney General did that by publish-
ing definitions of assault weapons, 
including definitions of the terms rifle 
and pistol, among others.

IT’S NOT A RIFLE
The Attorney General defined rifle 

as “a weapon designed or redesigned, 
made or remade, and intended to be 
fired from the shoulder and designed 
or redesigned and made or remade 
to use the energy of the explosive in 
a fixed cartridge to fire only a single 
projectile through a rifled bore for 
each single pull of the trigger.”2 A 
glance at the overall size and barrel 
length of the Title 1 raises the impres-
sion that the Title 1 is a “rifle,” under 
the law. But the Attorney General de-
fined rifle to necessarily be designed 
or redesigned, made or remade, and 
intended to be fired from the shoul-
der. The Title 1 is neither of these—
having been designed, made and 
intended to be shot sans stock from 
a free and unsupported position, not 
the shoulder. So the Title 1 cannot be 
a “rifle” as configured. 

IT’S NOT A PISTOL
The Attorney General also defined 

pistol as “any device designed to 
be used as a weapon, from which 
a projectile is expelled by the force 
of any explosion, or other form of 
combustion, and that has a barrel less 
than 16 inches in length. This defini-
tion includes AR-15 style pistols with 
pistol buffer tubes attached. Pistol 
buffer tubes typically have smooth 

metal with no guide on the bottom 
for rifle stocks to be attached, and 
they sometimes have a foam pad on 
the end of the tube farthest from the 
receiver.”3 The Title 1 might seem like 
a “pistol” due to the inclusion of the 
padded buffer tube and exclusion 
of any stock, until the barrel length 
is considered. But Franklin Armory’s 
choice inclusion of a barrel 16 inches 
in length or more expressly excludes 
the Title 1 from being deemed a “pis-
tol” under the DOJ’s own regulations.

IT’S NOT A SHOTGUN
The Attorney General did not 

define the term shotgun in its new 
regulations. This may be because the 
subsections defining “shotguns” were 
left unamended by the Legislature in 
this last expansion of the definition 
of assault weapons. So we turn to the 
definition found in California Penal 
Code section 17190: “a weapon de-
signed or redesigned, made or remade, 
and intended to be fired from the shoul-
der and designed or redesigned and 
made or remade to use the energy of 
the explosive in a fixed shotgun shell 
to fire through a smooth bore either a 
number of projectiles (ball shot) or a 
single projectile for each pull of the 
trigger.”

The Title 1 is still not designed, 
made or intended to be shot from the 
shoulder; is not designed, made or in-
tended to shoot fixed shotgun shells; 
nor is it equipped with a smooth 
bore. So the Title 1 is not a “shotgun” 
under the law. 

SO IT’S NOT AN 
“ASSAULT WEAPON,” 
RIGHT?

It appears that the Title 1 fits within 

a subset of firearms, usually those 
equipped with spade grips, which 
have been manufactured and sold 
within California for years that are 
neither rifles, pistols nor shotguns. As 
such, the Title 1 does not fall within 
the definition of assault weapon as 
configured by the factory. BEWARE: If 
you own one, seek legal advice before 
modifying the firearm in any way! 
Any modifications could change the 
classification of the firearm and make 
it illegal.

BUT DOJ CAN’T  
HANDLE IT

Unfortunately, if you want to buy 
a Title 1, you have to wait. While 
Franklin Armory is accepting pre-sale 
orders, the DOJ has effectively, and 
perhaps inadvertently, prohibited the 
sale of the Title 1 due to defects in 
the state-mandated dealer record of 
sale (DROS) system. The DROS system 
fails to account for the processing of 
firearms that are neither rifles, pistols 
nor shotguns. Franklin Armory is 
working with the DOJ to find a quick 
resolution to this problem with the 
DROS. Until then, the Title 1’s unique 
design makes it technically impossible 
to process a transfer of the gun in 
California.   CRPA 

Attorney Jason Davis has 
worked in the firearms 
industry for the past 33 
years as both a manufac-
turer and as legal counsel 
assisting manufacturers, 
distributors, retailers and 
gun owners with litigation and regulatory 
interpretation and compliance issues. He 
is associated with the law firm of Michel & 
Associates, P.C.

1. Cal. Penal Code section 30520(c).  2. 11 C.C.R. §5471(ee).  3.  11 C.C.R. §5471(y).
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The studies, data and 
examination of the 
available evidence by 

scholars suggest that assault 
weapon bans or buybacks 
will have little if any effect on 
rates of violent crime and gun 
violence.

Mass shootings are unconsciona-
ble acts of violence and are the most 
acutely disturbing form of gun vio-
lence. In the wake of such tragedies, 
many gun control advocates lambast 
gun rights supporters for allowing 
“weapons of war” onto the streets of 
America and not supporting “responsi-
ble gun reform.”

The measures put forth are usu-
ally either a ban and/or mandatory 
buyback of “assault weapons,” most of 
which are more accurately known as 
semiautomatic rifles. (Assault weapon 
is a vague term that varies state to 
state and can include common pistols 
and shotguns depending on other 
attachable accessories.)  

While these initiatives are “common 
sense” to advocates, if one takes the 
time to examine the data and evi-
dence, it becomes abundantly clear 
that gun control in this form will do 

little to reduce gun violence.

1. MASS SHOOTINGS WITH ASSAULT 
WEAPONS CONSTITUTE A FRACTION 
OF A PERCENT OF GUN VIOLENCE.

Mother Jones’ database of mass 
shootings, defined as shootings in-
volving three or more fatalities, shows 
that between 2007 and 2017, there 
were 495 people murdered in such 
events. When breaking down those 
shootings by the weapons involved, it 
is revealed that around half of those 
victims (253) were murdered by a 
perpetrator with an assault weapon 

(AW), such as an AR-15.
Over the same timeframe, FBI 

annual crime reports show that there 
were 150,352 homicides in total, of 
which 103,901 involved firearms. This 
means that mass shootings involving 
AWs constitute 0.17 percent and 0.24 
percent of all homicides and firearm 
homicides, respectively.

To further illuminate the relative 
infrequency of mass shootings with 
“assault weapons,” consider the fact 
that in 2017, some 1,590 people were 
murdered using knives or sharp 
instruments.

Over the last 5 years, 261 people 
were murdered with AWs in mass 
shootings (an average rate of 52 mur-
ders annually). At such a rate, it would 
take over 30 years of mass shootings 
with AWs to produce the same num-
ber of deaths as 1 year’s worth of knife 
murders. (It would take 135 years’ 
worth of mass shootings with AWs to 
produce the 7,032 deaths that hand-
gun homicides did in 2017.)

Consequently, even a completely 
effective ban/buyback of AWs would 
have an incredibly small impact on 
rates of homicide and gun violence 
and then there is always the probabil-
ity that people intent on committing 
mass violence will substitute AWs with 

STUDIES FIND  
NO EVIDENCE THAT 
ASSAULT WEAPON BANS 
REDUCE HOMICIDE RATES

[I]f one takes the time 
to examine the data and 

evidence, it becomes 
abundantly clear that 

gun control in this form 
will do little to reduce 

gun violence.

GUN TRUTHS
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other available firearms or methods 
of destruction (such as homemade 
explosives).

2. STUDIES FIND NO EVIDENCE 
ASSAULT WEAPON BANS REDUCE 
HOMICIDE RATES.

There are theoretical reasons to 
doubt the effectiveness of a ban or 
buyback of assault weapons, but it 
also doesn’t help that real-world evi-
dence suggests these measures fail to 
produce reductions in gun violence.

Between 1994 and 2004, the fed-
eral government banned the man-
ufacture, sale or transfer of  assault 
weapons and large-capacity maga-
zines. A subsequent Department of 
Justice study found no evidence that 
the ban had had any effect on gun 
violence and stated that “should it 
be renewed, the ban’s effects on gun 
violence are likely to be small at best 
and perhaps too small for reliable 
measurement.”

A recent study published this year in 
the Journal of General Internal Medicine 

examined state gun control policies 
and found no statistically significant 
relationship between assault weapon 
or large-capacity magazine bans and 
homicide rates. A Journal of the Amer-
ican Medical Association (JAMA) study 
came to the same conclusion.

3. AUSTRALIA DOESN’T PROVE GUN 
CONTROL WORKS.

In 1996, Australia experienced a hor-
rific mass shooting. In response, the 
government implemented a mandato-
ry buyback scheme that banned and 
confiscated certain types of firearms, 
including assault weapons.

A 2016 JAMA study on the mat-
ter found no statistically significant 
change in the trend of the country’s 
firearm homicide rate following the 
law’s passage. The authors also noted 
that the decline in firearm suicides 
post-ban could not clearly be attribut-
ed to gun control since non-firearm 
suicides fell by an even greater mag-
nitude.

(FEE.ORG)

[E]ven a 
completely 

effective ban/
buyback of AWs 
would have an 

incredibly small 
impact on rates 
of homicide and 

gun violence.

GUN TRUTHS
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Donate your car, truck, RV or Boat to the CRPA Foundation to support our ongoing commitment to inform and educate all Californians and 
California gun owners of their constitutional rights. We’ll make it easy for you to donate with your free scheduled pick-up, and you may 
even qualify for a tax deduction!  Visit us online at crpa-foundation.careasy.org/home.html.

VEHICLE DONATION PROGRAM

1 Call us at 833-200-CRPA  
or 833-200-2772.

2 We will tow your vehicle 
at no cost to you!

3 Get a tax deductible 
receipt and help our cause.

HOW IT WORKSWE ACCEPT ALL TYPES OF VEHICLES:

CARS

TRUCKS

MOTORCYCLES

TRAILERS

BOATS

AND 
MORE!

4. THERE IS INCONCLUSIVE 
EVIDENCE OF ASSAULT WEAPON 
BANS ON MASS SHOOTINGS.

Last year, the RAND Corporation 
released an extensive scientific 
analysis of available evidence on gun 
control measures and how they relate 
to various crime outcomes. Regarding 
the effect of assault weapons bans on 
mass shootings, they determined the 
evidence was “inconclusive.”

When former President Bill Clinton 
claimed the 1994–2004 federal assault 

weapons ban was associated with re-
duced mass shootings, Politifact rated 
that claim as “half-true,” noting that 
“the ban’s impact remains unclear.”

The graph titled, “The frequency 
of mass shootings over time” was 
constructed using Mother Jones’ data 
on mass shootings. Prior to the ban, 
on average five people were killed with 
assault weapons in mass shootings 
per year. During the ban, that number 
went slightly down to four. Post-ban, it 
rose to 22.

But mass shootings with assault 
weapons didn’t rise until 2012—8 years 
after the ban ended. In the 7 years after 
the ban, there was only an average of 
four people killed in mass shootings 
with assault weapons per year.

Given the fact that the pre-ban 
period and the 7 years after the ban 
had essentially the same rate of mass 
shooting deaths with assault weapons, 
it is hard to prove that the ban had any 
effect on mass shootings.

IN CONCLUSION
The studies, data and examination 

of the available evidence by scholars 
suggest that assault weapons bans or 
buybacks will have little if any effect 
on rates of violent crime and gun 
violence. There seems to be no rela-
tionship between these gun control 
measures and reductions in firearm 
homicide or suicide, and there doesn’t 
appear to be any clear evidence they 
reduce mass shootings.   CRPA 

Reprinted with permission. Edited from 
original article posted on Foundation for 
Economic Education (fee.org), August 17, 
2019.

(FEE.ORG)

GUN TRUTHS
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BREAKING DOWN MASS 
PUBLIC SHOOTING DATA 
FROM 1998–JUNE 2019
WEAPONS USED; GUN-FREE ZONES; RACIAL,
AGE AND GENDER DEMOGRAPHICS

GUN TRUTHS

HOW HAS 
MURDER WITH 
RIFLES CHANGED?
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With all the concern 
about assault 
weapons, how has 

the share of murders with 
rifles changed over time?

With all the concern about assault 
weapons since the federal ban sun-
set in 2004, it is interesting to see 
what a small share of murders are 
committed with any type of rifle and 
how that share has fallen over time. 
The percentage of firearm murders 
with rifles was 4.8% prior to the ban 

starting in September 1994, 4.9% 
from 1995 to 2004 when the ban 
was in effect, and just 3.6% after 
that (3.9% if you look at just the first 
10 years after the ban ended). The 
data is from the FBI UCR reports 
(ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s).

The average rate of firearm mur-
ders committed with rifles after the 
assault weapons ban was statis-
tically significantly less than the 
rate during the ban at the 0.0001 
percent level for a two-tailed t-test. 
There was no statistically significant 

difference in rates for the period 
before the ban with the assault 
weapon ban period.

There are similar drops over time 
if one looks at the share of total 
murders committed with rifles.   CRPA 

Reprinted with permission from Crime 
Prevention Research Center. Origi-
nally published on: crimeresearch.
org/2019/11/with-all-the-concern-
about-assault-weapons-how-has-the-
share-of-murders-with-rifles-changed-
over-time.

Total Murders Committed With Rifles



38   CALIFORNIA FIRING LINE   ISSUE 1045,  JAN/FEB 2020

LAW & POLITICS

Murderers with 
poisonous ideologies 
have taken the lives 

of innocents once again. And the 
response is the same as it always is: 
Politicians turn to the proven solution 
of creating yet more felonies to 
criminalize law-abiding gun owners.

Won’t it be fun to imprison an elderly 
widow who transfers her husband’s 
old shotgun to a neighbor without a 
background check? Or give a felony re-
cord to a young worker who has a rifle 
the bureaucracy classifies an “assault 
weapon,” because it has one of those 
deadly adjustable stocks?

Almost all guns are sold by licensed 
dealers who are required to clear 
every sale through the National Instant 
Criminal Background Check System 
(NICS). Requiring “universal background 
checks” on private sales, according to 
the National Institute of Justice, involves 
one additional step: “effectiveness 
depends on … requiring gun registra-

tion.” So that’s the necessary next step. 
But don’t hold your breath waiting for 
criminals and crazies to do background 
checks on each other.

As for “assault weapons”—the pro-
pagandistic euphemism for common 
semiautomatic rifles possessed by 
millions of Americans—President Bill 
Clinton signed a law in 1994 banning 
them; it expired 10 years later. The 
law was not renewed when the data 

showed it had no effect on crime. Since 
it did nothing, why not enact yet anoth-
er useless version?

The NICS law [part of the Brady 
Handgun Violence Prevention Act], 
passed in 1993, prohibits registration 
of guns and gun owners. Congress has 
repeatedly rejected gun registration 
based on bitter historical lessons. Just 
before the 1941 Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor, Congress forbade gun 
registration and reaffirmed the Second 
Amendment right to keep and bear 
arms based on how the Nazis used reg-
istration records to confiscate firearms 
from their intended victims.

Purportedly to fight street violence, 
Germany’s Weimar Republic in 1931 
decreed gun registration but warned 
that the records must not fall into the 
hands of radical elements. Unfortu-
nately, those radical elements—the 
National Socialist [German Workers’] 
Party led by Adolf Hitler—seized power 
in 1933 and used those very same 
records to disarm political opponents, 
rendering them incapable of resistance. 

RECALLING THE 
TRAGIC HISTORY 
OF GUN CONTROL
THE WAR ON LAW-ABIDING 
GUN OWNERS RESUMES
BY STEPHEN P. HALBROOK

Don’t hold your 
breath waiting 

for criminals 
and crazies to do 

background checks 
on each other.
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Disarmed German Jews paid the price 
in the 1938 Kristallnacht pogrom, a ma-
jor step in the road to the Holocaust.

Political protest and violence in 
France prompted Prime Minister Pierre 
Laval in 1935 to decree firearm reg-
istration and repression of the right 
to assemble. What could possibly go 
wrong?

The registration records were critical 
to the Nazis, who overran France 5 
years later, imposing the death penalty 
for those not turning in their guns and 
conscripting the French police to ferret 
out violators. Despite the chance of be-
ing executed, numerous French citizens 
hid their firearms instead of surrender-
ing them.

The same Pierre Laval became the 
chief collaborator of the Nazis during 
the occupation. French newspapers 
regularly reported the names of gun 
owners shot by firing squads.

The brave French, who held onto 
their guns despite the threat of execu-
tion, formed the basis for the French 
Resistance. To be sure, they never had 
sufficient arms, and pre-war restric-
tions on “military-style” firearms ham-
pered their efforts, leaving them with 

inferior weapons. Yet, they were able to 
commit acts of sabotage, gain intel-
ligence and sustain an underground 
movement to assist the Allies. After 
D-Day, they engaged in open-armed 
resistance.

Such experiences are as old as 
humanity. Tyrants, conquerors and 
dictators of every breed disarm their 
subjects in order to dominate and 
exploit them. It’s an iron law of history. 
Has it lost its meaning today?

No such conditions exist in the Unit-
ed States, due in no small part to our 
rights protected by the First and Sec-
ond Amendments. But history should 
teach us to be careful of what we wish 
for. Every mass murder—which can be 
committed in any number of ways—
prompts the siren call to disarm good 
citizens.

Require registration of, or ban, 
ordinary guns that are arbitrarily called 
“assault weapons?” Ban all firearms? 
Don’t bank on much compliance. Im-
pose felony penalties; imprison citizens; 
send police to break into houses to 

seize firearms; shoot those who think 
they’re resisting a home invasion? What 
a recipe for disaster.

Maybe it’s time to pursue real solu-
tions to criminal violence and forget 
about a war on peaceable, law-abiding 
gun owners.   CRPA 

Reprinted with permission from The 
American Spectator.

Stephen P. Halbrook is 
author of The Founders’ 
Second Amendment: 
Origins of the Right to Bear 
Arms; Gun Control in the 
Third Reich: Disarming the 
Jews and “Enemies of the State”; and Gun 
Control in Nazi-Occupied France: Tyranny and 
Resistance. He represented members of Con-
gress in D.C. v. Heller and the NRA in McDonald 
v. Chicago, and argued other Supreme Court 
cases. He is a Senior Fellow with The Indepen-
dent Institute. See stephenhalbrook.com.



40   CALIFORNIA FIRING LINE   ISSUE 1045,  JAN/FEB 2020

PROGRAM REPORTS CAPITAL REPORT

Greetings all. I hope 
you enjoyed the 
holidays with friends 

and family and some quality 
time in the field. This time 
of year really makes me 
appreciate our incredible 
hunting heritage, just how 
precious it is and how it 
is certainly worth fighting 
for. They just took bobcat 
hunting away from us; next 
year they plan on taking 
away bear hunting. We 
cannot stand by and let that 
happen, nor can we count on 
the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife to openly join us in 
the fight! 

I just read yet another letter to 
Director Chuck Bonham from an 
individual professing a decision to 
boycott hunting in California and 
encouraging others to do the same! 
OUCH! This attitude plays right into 
their hand! It’s exactly what the 
anti-gunners want—make hunting 

so difficult and costly in California 
that we just stay home and play 
video games instead! Ladies and 
gentlemen, boycott is NOT the an-
swer! We must fight them on each 
and every front! Fight to protect the 

right to hunt and manage 
our wildlife on science, NOT 
emotions! Do not boycott 
and certainly do not encour-
age others to do so. Instead 
let your voice be heard by 
your representatives and by 
the Fish and Game Com-
mission! Join us in this fight; 
do not be a statistic of their 
success in making you go 
away! Exercise your right to 
hunt in California and do it 

with your entire heart and soul! This 
year marks my 50th anniversary 
as a licensed California hunter. I 
have never personally killed a bear, 
killed a few in the course of my 
employment, but never really had 
a desire to myself. But, guess what? 
This year I harvested a bear and 
will enjoy every delicious bite of it! 

Already plan to do the same next 
year! Who’s with me?

I have to remain positive even in 
light of our new governor showing 
exactly where he stands on your 
Second Amendments rights. It’s old 
news; we all know the governor 
signed all eight of the gun bills we 
opposed that made it to his desk. 
I really wanted to believe, knowing 
his aspirations to be more than just 
the governor of California, that he 
would start showing some common 
sense and moderation. All one has 
to do is take a look at Ms. Harris’ 
polling numbers (currently she is 
running about 3% nationally and 
only 15% in her home state of Cali-
fornia) if one wants to see how “the 
California way” trends nationally. 
Maybe Gavin will wake up and smell 
the roses?! At least, in the mean-
time, we know exactly where we 
stand with this governor! 

I say this because even some of 
the folks with whom we work closely 
and fight the daily fight with at the 
capital were giving CRPA a hard time 

BY ROY 
GRIFFITH
CRPA 
LEGISLATIVE 
LIAISON

CAPITAL REPORT

All one has to do is take a look at Ms. Harris’ polling 
numbers (currently she is running about 3% nationally 

and only 15% in her home state of California) if one 
wants to see how “the California way” trends nationally. 

Maybe Gavin will wake up and smell the roses?! 
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for “picking on the governor” and 
poking fun at him with a California 
Firing Line cover (Issue 1042, July/
August 2019) where we called him 
the “Magazine Salesman of the 
Decade!” I was told we needed to 
give the governor “a chance” and 
don’t prejudge him! Really? Are you 
kidding me? I asked where these 
people were a couple years ago 
when he spearheaded Proposition 
63. Well, I hope now that he has 
shown his true colors, we can all be 
on the same page going forward! 
It’s almost like these folks get their 
memories erased every night when 
they go to bed!

We CANNOT forget where we 
stand with this governor and the 
majority of your representatives 
that occupy the Capital. The ONLY 
way we are going to change the 
course of what comes out of the 

building is to change who occupies 
it! You must get more involved than 
you ever have been and encourage 
everyone you can in your world 
to do the same. Stay informed 
and share facts with anyone who 
will listen! Get out and vote every 
opportunity you have! No vote and 
no local campaign are trivial and do 
not matter! Remember they usually 
do not start out as your Senator of 
Assembly; they start out as a local 
city council members, county board 
members and administrators! Bot-
tom line: Join Us in the Fight! Thank 
you all for taking the time to read 
this and be involved!

*If you need an unpleasant re-
minder of what bills the governor 
signed this year refer to our website: 
crpa.org.   CRPA 

I hope now that 
[Newsom] has shown 

his true colors, we 
can all be on the 
same page going 

forward! It’s almost 
like these folks get 

their memories 
erased every night 

when they go to bed!
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CPRA, with the 
support of NRA, is 
leading the charge 

against California’s overly 
burdensome and wholly 
ineffective ammunition 
sales restrictions. Following 
a disastrous rollout this 
past July, CRPA is seeking an 
injunction while its lawsuit 
against those restrictions 
(Rhode v. Becerra) is pending. 
Should an injunction be issued, it 
will ensure California gun owners 
are able to exercise their rights 
during what is often a lengthy court 

process. In connection with that 
effort, CRPA’s attorneys have filed 
a supplemental brief explaining 
additional information regarding the 
restrictions that have only recently 
come to light.

Data concerning California’s 
new ammunition sales restrictions 
confirms that at least 20% of pro-
spective ammunition purchasers are 
denied for an indefinite amount of 
time—not because they are ineligi-
ble, but because DOJ’s records are 
inaccurate, out-of-date or otherwise 
incomplete. What’s more, DOJ does 
not explain to those who are denied 
how they can resolve the problem, 
let alone what the problem even is. 
As the supplemental brief notes, it is 
“the government’s burden to prove 

that an individual should be denied 
the exercise of a right,” but this sys-
tem “has that burden exactly back-
wards, denying people the exercise 
of a right and placing the burden on 
them to prove to the government 
they are entitled to exercise it.”

By the time you are reading 
this, it is possible a ruling on 
CRPA’s request for an injunction 
has already been issued. Should 
that not be the case, be sure to 
subscribe to NRA and CRPA email 
alerts to stay informed on the 
Rhode case. And to view all filings in 
Rhode, including the supplemental 
brief, visit michellawyers.com/
rhode-v-becerra.    CRPA 

BY MATT CUBEIRO

CASE PROFILE: CRPA ATTORNEYS FILE 
BRIEF IN SUPPORT OF REQUEST FOR 
INJUNCTION AGAINST CALIFORNIA’S 
AMMUNITION SALES RESTRICTIONS

Data concerning California’s new ammunition 
sales restrictions confirms that at least 20% of 
prospective ammunition purchasers are denied 

for an indefinite amount of time.
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ISSUE CASE 
NAME  CASE STATUS WHAT’S NEXT

CHALLENGE TO 
CALIFORNIA’S 
AMMUNITION 
SALES 
RESTRICTIONS

Rhode v. 
Becerra

The case was filed on April 26, 2018, in 
response to Proposition 63 and SB 1235’s 
restrictions regarding the sale and transfer 
of ammunition in California. The lawsuit 
challenges these restrictions as a violation of 
the Second Amendment, Commerce Clause 
and Equal Protection Clause of the United 
States Constitution, as well as a violation of the 
Firearm Owner’s Protection Act.

The State filed a motion to dismiss which the 
district court denied. The case is now in the 
discovery phase of litigation. 

In August, plaintiffs asked the court (Hon. Judge 
Benitez) to preliminarily enjoin the new ammo 
laws. Judge Benitez has not yet ruled.

CHALLENGE TO 
CALIFORNIA’S 
“ASSAULT 
WEAPON” 
RESTRICTIONS

Rupp v. 
Becerra

The case was filed on April 24, 2017, in 
response to SB 880 and AB 1135. It challenges 
California’s entire “assault weapon” ban 
as violating the Second Amendment and 
due process and takings clauses of the U.S. 
Constitution. Plaintiffs filed a preliminary 
injunction motion to prevent the State from 
requiring individuals to provide the date 
they acquired their firearms and the name 
and address of the person from whom they 
acquired them, as a condition of registration, 
but that motion was denied on May 9, 2018.

Plaintiffs and the State filed cross-motions for 
summary judgment in late March 2019. The 
federal court heard oral argument on May 31, 
2019. Plaintiffs also filed multiple motions to 
disqualify several of the State’s expert witnesses. 

However, on July 22, 2019, the court granted the 
State’s motion for summary judgment, ending the 
case in the State’s favor.

Plaintiffs appealed to the 9th Circuit on August 
27, 2019. Plaintiffs’ appeal brief is currently due 
December 5, 2019.

CHALLENGE TO 
CALIFORNIA’S 
BAN ON 
STANDARD 
CAPACITY 
MAGAZINES

Duncan v. 
Becerra

The case was filed in response to SB 1446 and Prop 
63. It challenges California’s ban on the acquisition 
and possession of magazines over 10 rounds. On 
June 29, the district court granted plaintiffs’ motion 
for a preliminary injunction, halting enforcement of 
the newly enacted possession ban while the case 
is litigated. The State immediately appealed the 
injunction order. In July 2018, the 9th Cir. upheld 
the issuance of the injunction.

The federal district court, where Judge Benitez 
presides, granted plaintiffs’ summary judgment 
motion, which permanently enjoined Penal Code 
Sec. 32310 on March 29, 2019. This legalized 
the acquisition of standard-capacity magazines. 
However, the court entered a stay of the 
injunction, effective 5:00 p.m. on April 5, 2019. 

The State appealed its loss to the 9th Cir. All 
parties have submitted their briefs and are 
waiting for the court to set a date for oral 
argument. 

CHALLENGE TO 
DOJ’S RECENTLY 
ENACTED 
“ASSAULT 
WEAPON” 
REGISTRATION 
REGULATIONS

Villanueva 
v. Becerra

The case was filed on September 8, 2017, 
in response to California DOJ adopting 
regulations concerning newly classified 
“assault weapons” under SB 880 and AB 1135. 
It challenges the regulations under California’s 
Administrative Procedure Act because they 
were enacted without legislative authority and 
without any input from members of the public.

On May 30, 2018, the court issued an order 
upholding the regulations as valid. Plaintiffs 
appealed and filed their opening brief in 
California’s 5th District Court of Appeal in late 
March 2019. The State filed its appeal brief on 
August 9, 2019. Plaintiffs’ brief is due October 8, 
2019.

This report provides an overview of just some of the efforts being taken to protect the rights of California gun owners. 
Although litigation plays an extremely important role in the fight for the right to keep and bear arms, there are many other 
tremendous and equally important endeavors throughout California and across the nation. 

Protecting the Second Amendment requires an enormous amount of resources and involvement in all levels of California’s 
government, including all 58 counties, all 482 municipalities and all state and local agencies tasked with enforcing the myriad of 
complex and ever-expanding gun laws. 

The digital version of this report, complete with links to relevant documents and additional information, can be found on 
NRA-ILA’s California web page at standandfightCalifornia.com and CRPA’s web page at crpa.org.

LITIGATION MATTERS
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ISSUE CASE 
NAME  CASE STATUS WHAT’S NEXT

CHALLENGE 
TO CA AND 
LOS ANGELES 
FIREARM CARRY 
RESTRICTIONS 
THAT PROHIBIT 
BOTH OPEN AND 
CONCEALED 
CARRY

Flanagan v. 
Becerra

(Formerly 
Flanagan v. 
Harris)

The case was filed on August 17, 2016, as a 
direct response to Peruta. It seeks to force 
the court to decide whether it is willing to 
uphold a complete prohibition on the right 
of law-abiding citizens to carry a firearm for 
self-defense. The parties filed cross-motions 
for summary judgment. In May 2018, the court 
issued a decision granting defendant’s motion 
for summary judgment.

The 9th Cir. rejected the State’s petition to have 
the case heard initially by an 11-judge en banc 
panel along with the Young v. Hawaii lawsuit.

However, instead of allowing the case to proceed, 
the 9th Cir. stayed the case on July 30, 2019, 
pending the outcome of Young v. Hawaii.

CHALLENGES 
DOJ’S USE OF 
DROS SURPLUS 
TO FUND APPS AS 
AN ILLEGAL TAX

Gentry v. 
Becerra

(Formerly 
Gentry v. 
Harris)

Plaintiffs filed an amended complaint alleging 
that the DROS fee is an invalid tax. On August 
9, 2017, the district court issued a ruling 
granting plaintiffs’ request to prohibit DOJ 
from using DROS fees to fund unrelated law 
enforcement efforts and requiring DOJ to 
perform its statutorily required review of the 
current $19 fee to determine whether it is “no 
more than necessary to fund” DOJ’s costs for 
processing DROS transactions.

Trial was held in January 2019. The court recently 
entered an order that will be incorporated into a 
forthcoming final judgment upholding the DROS 
fee as a legitimate regulatory fee. Plaintiffs argue 
that the court’s finding contradicts established 
law regarding regulatory fees. Plaintiffs started 
the appeal process by filing a notice of appeal on 
June 4, 2019. 

VAGUENESS 
CHALLENGE TO (AB 
962’S “HANDGUN 
AMMUNITION” 
SALES 
REGISTRATION 
REQUIREMENT 
AND MAIL ORDER 
BAN

Parker v. 
California

In December 2016, because of Prop 63, the 
California Supreme Court dismissed its review 
of a Court of Appeal opinion affirming the trial 
court’s order striking down AB 962. The Court 
of Appeal’s decision is now the final opinion, 
and plaintiffs are seeking their attorneys’ fees 
against the State.

After the trial court partially granted the plaintiffs’ 
motion for attorneys’ fees for work in the trial 
court, parties negotiated an agreement regarding 
a total fee award. In September 2019, plaintiffs 
received $433,860.20 from the State.

CHALLENGE TO 
LOS ANGELES’ 
REFUSAL TO 
DISCLOSE 
PUBLIC RECORDS 
REGARDING 
FIREARMS IN LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 
CUSTODY

CRPA v. 
City of Los 
Angeles

CRPA filed a lawsuit challenging Los Angeles 
City’s refusal to disclose records related to 
secretly obtained disposition orders used by 
LAPD to justify the destruction of firearms in 
its possession. Rather than litigate, the City 
agreed to settle the lawsuit and turn over the 
records to CRPA.

The City agreed to pay $35,000 to cover CRPA’s 
attorneys’ fees as a result of the lawsuit. The case 
is now closed.

CALIFORNIA 
HANDGUN 
ROSTER

Pena v. 
Lindley 
(Horan)

The federal district court upheld the Roster in 
2015. Plaintiffs appealed, and oral arguments 
were held on March 16, 2017. NRA and CRPA filed 
an amicus brief in the case on July 27, 2015. On 
August 3, 2018, the 9th Cir. upheld the Roster.

Plaintiffs docketed their petition for writ of 
certiorari to the U.S. Supreme Court on January 
3, 2019. It is now up to the U.S. Supreme Court to 
determine whether it will take or decline the case.

1ST AMENDMENT 
CHALLENGE TO 
HANDGUN AD 
PROHIBITION

Tracy Rifle 
and Pistol 
v. Becerra

(Formerly 
Tracy Rifle 
and Pistol 
v. Harris)

In July 2015, the district court denied a 
request to prohibit enforcement while the 
case proceeds. That decision was appealed, 
and in February 2016, the 9th Cir. upheld the 
lower court’s order within 2 weeks of oral 
arguments. However, following the appeal of 
the preliminary injunction, the district court 
issued a permanent injunction.

As a result of the permanent injunction, California 
is now prohibited from enforcing its arbitrary and 
ineffective handgun ad ban.

NRA and CRPA also provide consulting advice and prepare amicus curiae or “friend of the court” briefs 
in firearm- and Second Amendment-related cases.
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CHALLENGE TO 
FEDERAL FIREARM 
RESTRICTION DUE 
TO NON-VIOLENT, 
DECADES-
OLD FELONY 
CONVICTION

Sessions v. 
Hatfield

Having suffered a lifetime firearm restriction 
due to a non-violent felony, plaintiff filed suit 
challenging the restriction as unconstitutional. 
On April 26, 2018, a federal district court struck 
down the restriction as unconstitutional as 
applied to the plaintiff. The government has 
appealed, with CRPA filing an important amicus 
brief on October 12, 2018. 

The 7th Cir. Court of Appeals issued an opinion on 
June 6, 2019, reversing the district court’s favorable 
ruling. On August 7, 2019, the 7th Cir. denied 
plaintiff’s petition to re-hear the case en banc. 

WHETHER THE CITY 
OF NEW YORK’S BAN 
ON TRANSPORTING 
A LAWFULLY 
OWNED HANDGUN 
TO A HOME OR 
SHOOTING RANGE 
OUTSIDE CITY LIMITS 
IS CONSISTENT 
WITH THE SECOND 
AMENDMENT, 
COMMERCE CLAUSE 
AND RIGHT TO 
TRAVEL

New York 
State Rifle 
& Pistol 
Association, 
Inc. v. City 
of New York

The case is fully briefed at the U.S. Supreme 
Court, with oral argument scheduled for 
December 2, 2019. This is the first Second 
Amendment case to be heard in nearly a 
decade, with the potential to have significant 
impact on the scope of the right to bear arms.

The case comes to the High Court on somewhat 
unusual footing, because the Supreme Court may 
not actually have jurisdiction to make a ruling 
on it anymore due to New York’s underhanded 
efforts to make the case “moot.” Expect that 
issue to be a core aspect of the Court’s eventual 
disposition of the case.

CHALLENGES 
WASHINGTON 
D.C.’S “GOOD 
REASON” 
REQUIREMENT 
FOR THE 
ISSUANCE OF A 
CCW PERMIT

Grace v. 
District of 
Columbia

On July 25, 2017, the D.C. Circuit declared 
Washington, D.C.’s “good reason” requirement 
for the issuance of a CCW was a violation of 
the Second Amendment. The court also issued 
a permanent injunction prohibiting D.C. from 
enforcing the requirement. 

On September 28, 2017, the D.C. Cir. denied 
Washington, D.C.’s request for rehearing.

Because the decision was not petitioned to the 
Supreme Court for review, Washington, D.C. is 
now effectively a “shall-issue” jurisdiction.

NRA and CRPA also litigate and assist in critical Second Amendment cases across the country that 
could set precedent for future challenges to California gun laws. 

STATE COURT 
CHALLENGE TO 
CALIFORNIA’S 
MICRO-STAMPING 
REQUIREMENTS

NSSF v. 
California

In December 2016, the California Court 
of Appeal issued a ruling in favor of NSSF, 
allowing the lawsuit to proceed in the lower 
court. But in June 2018, the California Supreme 
Court reversed, upholding the trial court’s 
judgment in favor of the State. NSSF petitioned 
the Supreme Court to reconsider its opinion, 
but that petition was denied in August 2018.

As a result of the California Supreme Court 
opinion, the case is now closed. Another case 
challenging the microstamping requirement/
roster, Pena v. Lindley (Horan), may be heard by 
the Supreme Court.

CHALLENGE 
TO SAN JOSE’S 
REFUSAL TO 
RETURN SEIZED 
FIREARMS

Rodriguez 
v. City of 
San Jose

Following the City of San Jose’s refusal to return 
firearms seized by law enforcement, a lawsuit 
was filed alleging violations of the Second, 
Fourth, Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments. In 
September 2017, a federal district court upheld 
the City’s refusal as constitutional. Plaintiff has 
appealed, with CRPA filing an important amicus 
brief on March 6, 2018.

On January 14, 2019, the 9th Cir. heard oral 
argument. On July 23, 2019, the 9th Cir. affirmed 
the district court’s summary judgment ruling in 
favor of the City of San Jose. On September 24, 
2019, the court denied Plaintiff’s application to 
have the case re-heard en banc.
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ISSUE CASE 
NAME  CASE STATUS WHAT’S NEXT

WHETHER THE 
FEDERAL LAW 
THAT PROHIBITS 
CONSUMERS 
FROM ACQUIRING 
HANDGUNS OUTSIDE 
THEIR HOME STATE 
IS CONSISTENT 
WITH THE SECOND 
AMENDMENT 
AND THE EQUAL 
PROTECTION CLAUSE 
OF THE FIFTH 
AMENDMENT’S DUE 
PROCESS CLAUSE

Mance v. 
Barr

Plaintiff’s petition for writ of certiorari is 
pending before the U.S. Supreme Court.

Either the High Court will grant certiorari and 
hear the case or not. At this point, the chance of 
that happening is slim although not impossible.
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Alex Frank is a civil rights litigator at Michel & Associates, 
P.C., where he focuses on the Second Amendment and related 
constitutional issues.
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LOCAL ADVOCACY REPORT
JURISDICTION 
& ISSUE DESCRIPTION LOP RESPONSE STATUS

COUNTY OF SAN 
FRANCISCO

The County of San Francisco voted 
on a Resolution (no force of law) to 
officially name the NRA a “domestic 
terrorist organization” and seeks to 
blacklist anyone who does business 
with both the County and the NRA.

The Resolution passed on the 
first reading unanimously and is 
awaiting signature approval. The 
NRA and CRPA made statements 
of opposition to this clearly 
unconstitutional action.

NRA has filed suit against San 
Francisco. More information will be 
available as the issue progresses.

SAN DIEGO 
CITY COUNCIL 
MANDATORY 
LOCK STORAGE 
AND REPORTING

In June 2019, the San Diego City 
attorney, working with gun control 
groups presented a draft mandatory 
storage ordinance to a City Council 
Committee. The Committee voted 
to move the proposed ordinance 
to the full City Council. On July 15, 
2019, the Council adopted the 
ordinance through a first reading.

NRA and CRPA drafted responses in 
opposition to the ordinance based 
on constitutional and policy issues 
and an inability of law enforcement 
to enforce these types of laws. 
*Note that not 24 hours after the 
Council adopted on the first reading, 
a homeowner successfully defended 
his parents from a home invasion.

On July 30, 2019, the City Council 
adopted the ordinance 7–2 even 
though there was a great showing of 
opposition to the ordinance.

DEL MAR 
FAIRGROUNDS 
MORATORIUM ON 
GUN SHOWS

For months the Del Mar gun 
show has been under siege from 
groups seeking to end the show. 
On September 11, 2018, the 
Del Mar Fair Board of Directors 
voted to institute an up to 1-year 
moratorium on gun shows 
beginning in 2019 while they 
“study the safety” of the gun show.

NRA and CRPA called on members 
and Second Amendment supporters 
to attend and have their voices 
heard. They wrote letters and 
provided testimony regarding the 
safe and lawful activity of the gun 
show for over 30 years.

Additional legislation has been 
introduced at the state level that 
would prevent gun shows from 
occurring at the Del Mar Fairgrounds. 

CRPA is currently a named plaintiff in a 
federal lawsuit against the fairgrounds 
in an effort to protect your right to 
come together with others in the 
gun culture and hold lawful and safe 
events on public property. More 
information on the lawsuit can be 
found at michellawyers.com/b-l-
productions-inc-et-al-v-22nd-district-
agricultural-association-et-al

NRA and CRPA will continue to 
monitor pending legislation and 
provide updates on the progress of 
the legal challenge. 

For now, the federal courts have 
ordered that the gun shows may 
continue at the Del Mar Fairgrounds 
while the litigation progresses.

VENTURA 
COUNTY 
FAIR BOARD 
CONSIDERS GUN 
SHOWS

In May 2018, the Ventura County 
Fair Board considered contracts for 
upcoming gun shows in 2019 and 
2020. They approved the remaining 
2018 shows to move forward. At 
the September 25, 2018, Board 
meeting, in a room of more than 
100 gun show supporters, they 
considered the future of gun shows 
at the Ventura Fair facility.

This is a concerted effort by anti-
gun groups to end gun shows in 
California. They are working with the 
national groups to make a statement 
that “we just don’t need” gun shows. 
NRA and CRPA are fighting against 
these groups and the false narrative. 
Over 100 members and supporters 
of the Second Amendment flooded 
the Board room and provided 
testimony and written comments to 
the Board.

The Board voted to approve the first 
two contracts of 2019 but has noted that 
remaining contracts will be approved as 
they are scheduled. Currently the Board 
is looking at options for adding additional 
measures that some Board members 
want for the gun shows. CRPA and NRA 
attorneys drafted a letter to the Board 
concerning the constitutional issues 
these types of restrictions may bring.

Please watch for calls to action and 
future meeting announcements.
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LOCAL ADVOCACY REPORT

The Local Advocacy Project actively monitors all of California’s 58 counties and 482 municipalities to support or oppose any proposed 
ordinance, law or policy likely to impact Second Amendment rights. Local efforts include developing and working with a network of 
professionals, citizens, local government officials and law enforcement professionals to effectively oppose local threats to California gun 
owners. These efforts also serve as the foundation for litigation efforts against municipalities that enact anti-gun-owner legislation.

COW PALACE GUN 
SHOWS
DALY CITY

At the state level the California 
Legislature passed a bill in 2018 
that would ban gun shows at the 
Cow Palace state venue as part of 
the concerted effort by opposition 
groups. This bill was vetoed by then 
Governor Brown.
The pending legislation to stop 
gun shows and dismantle the Cow 
Palace authority has been dropped; 
however, this came with the condition 
that the Cow Palace Board would stop 
holding gun shows in the future.

NRA and CRPA have drafted a 
prelitigation letter to the Board of 
the Cow Palace to inform them of 
pending legal action should they 
persist with denying gun shows 
access to state property.

NRA and CRPA are continuing to 
monitor the situation.

ORANGE 
COUNTY CCW 
APPLICATIONS

Many Orange County residents to 
this day are still confused as to the 
specific requirements for obtaining 
a CCW in Orange County.

Prepared a comprehensive guide 
discussing the entire application 
process for obtaining a CCW in 
Orange County, including what 
is required to satisfy the Sheriff’s 
“good cause” policy.

NRA and CRPA are working hard to bring 
“shall-issue” to California. In the meantime, 
CRPA will continue to provide gun owners 
with helpful guides on how they can apply 
for a CCW in their respective counties of 
residence.
*Note: State Senate candidate Dave Min 
is once again calling for a ban to the gun 
shows at the Orange County fairgrounds. 
At this point there is no indication that the 
Board will address the gun shows further.

ORANGE COUNTY 
FAIR GROUNDS

For months the Orange County 
Fair Board has considered the 
future of gun shows at the venue.

NRA and CRPA alerted members 
to attend a meeting and voice 
opposition. Submitted letters of 
opposition informing the Fair Board 
of the serious legal issues with 
discriminating against a segment of 
the population just because some 
do not like the legal activity.

In October, the Fair Board met 
to discuss the approval of 2020 
contracts for gun shows. Thanks 
to CRPA members and business 
affiliates showing up, we were able 
to get a positive win. Gun shows will 
be returning to the Orange County 
Fairgrounds in 2020! 

DEL MAR 
FAIRGROUNDS 
MORATORIUM ON 
GUN SHOWS

For months the Del Mar gun show 
has been under siege from groups 
and politicians seeking to end the 
lawful shows on state property.

NRA, CRPA, B & L Productions, 
South Bay Rod & Gun Club, Ammo 
Bros., and numerous individuals 
filed suit against the fair board. 
In August 2019, a federal judge 
awarded us a win through a 
preliminary injunction stating that 
the gun shows could continue while 
litigation moved forward.

NRA and CRPA continue to monitor. 

*State Representative Gloria 
continues to push AB 893 through 
the Assembly and Senate which 
would also seek to ban the Del 
Mar gun shows. We are currently 
monitoring the progress of the bill 
and will take appropriate action.

COW PALACE 
SHOWS DALY CITY

At the state level, the California 
Legislature passed a bill in 2018 
that would ban gun shows at the 
Cow Palace-This bill was vetoed by 
Governor Brown.

In 2019, this bill was again resurrected 
by Senator Weiner. The new bill called 
for control of the property to be 
stripped from the appointed board of 
directors unless they agreed to a ban 
on gun shows at the property.

In April 2019, the Board decided 
to hold onto their positions and 
ban gun shows under immense 
political pressure. In doing so, 
the board issued a statement 
that neither the fair board nor 
the gun show promoters had 
done anything wrong and the 
shows were being operated in 
compliance with state and federal 
law.

NRA and CRPA continue to monitor 
the situation and send letters 
alerting them to the unconstitutional 
actions. For now the gun shows at 
the Cow Palace are on hold for 2020.
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JURISDICTION 
& ISSUE DESCRIPTION LOP RESPONSE STATUS

STATEWIDE 
PUBLIC RECORD 
REQUESTS

NRA and CRPA regularly seek and 
obtain public records in connection 
with any anti-gun efforts in 
California. Such efforts include 
proposed anti-gun ordinances, gun 
buyback programs and other anti-
gun regulatory enforcement issues.

Responses to these requests 
often yield valuable results, such 
as which members of a local 
government entity are working 
with anti-gun groups, sources 
of funding and other important 
information.

Ongoing. NRA and CRPA attorneys 
monitor and review thousands of 
pages of public records requests 
each month.

CITY OF MORGAN 
HILL

City of Morgan Hill recommends 
drafting ordinances on duty to 
report theft or lost firearms, safe 
storage ordinance while in home, 
prohibit possession of LCMs and 
require permit to conduct retail 
sales.

CRPA and NRA attorneys 
submitted a letter in advance of 
actual ordinance language being 
introduced to inform the City of 
the problems with the proposal. In 
August 2018 there was no action 
on agenda. In November 2018 the 
ordinance passed the City Council.

Even though the City was alerted 
to its unconstitutional actions 
and members at the meeting in 
opposition to the ordinance far 
outweighed those in support of it, 
the City moved forward with the 
ordinance in November 2018. 

NRA and CRPA currently filing legal 
action against the City regarding 
the ordinance. More information 
regarding the litigation can be found 
at michellawyers.com/kirk-v-city-
of-morgan-hill 

CITY OF LOS 
ANGELES 
BLACKLIST

The City Council passed an 
ordinance that would require all 
current and potential contractors 
to disclose under affidavit their 
affiliation with NRA.

NRA and CRPA submitted letters 
and warned the City attorney of 
the legal ramifications of blatantly 
attacking the freedom to associate 
and speak against government. The 
City passed the ordinance by calling 
NRA members “white supremacists” 
who “peddle in violence.” There was 
no comment from other Council 
members regarding the outright 
falsehood of these statements.

NRA is currently taking legal action 
against the City of Los Angeles. 
Please watch for updates from NRA 
and CRPA.

CITY OF LOS 
ANGELES 
EXPANDED GUN 
STORAGE

The City Council in June requested 
that the City attorney draft 
language to expand the current 
gun storage requirements from 
just handguns to all guns.

The ordinance expanding locked 
storage to all guns and not just 
handguns was passed by the City 
Council on August 28, 2019, with an 
effective date of September 13, 2019.

NRA and CRPA will continue to 
monitor.

CITY OF MORAGA At the January 9, 2019, meeting, 
the City considered restrictions on 
new firearm dealers that may try 
to open in the City even though 
there are no firearm dealers 
currently in the City.

Members and volunteers attended 
meetings and provided comments 
in opposition to this agenda.

The Town Council passed restrictions 
in February 2019 to prevent gun 
shops from operating in certain 
areas of the City even though there 
are no gun stores currently in the 
City. NRA and CRPA continue to 
monitor.

CITY OF SAN JOSE In September 2019, the Mayor 
submitted a Gun Violence 
Prevention Memo that circulates 
ideas for more gun control 
including a proposal calling for 
mandatory gun owner liability 
insurance.

The proposal passed out of 
Committee to go to the full City 
Council. The proposal calls for a 
study to look at the feasibility of 
mandatory insurance for all gun 
owners or forcing gun owners to 
pay into a city fund to combat gun 
violence even though lawful gun 
owners are not the responsible 
party for ongoing  gun violence in 
this county.

NRA and CRPA will continue to 
monitor and follow the study group. 
Thank you to the many volunteers in 
this area who attend meetings and 
study sessions.
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CITY OF SAN 
CARLOS

At the January 14, 2019, meeting 
of the City Council, the City 
considered a study session on 
whether to allow gun stores within 
the City. They presented “Model 
Regulations” from known anti-gun 
group Gifford Law Center.

The City brought in special legal 
counsel to assist the City in 
conducting a study. In November 
2017, the City placed a moratorium 
against new firearm retailers to 
open when Turner’s Outdoors 
attempted to open a store in the 
City. May 12, 2019, was the end of 
that moratorium. 
The City has held a couple of 
community listening sessions where 
NRA/CRPA members have attended.

In March 2019, the City passed 
formal rules for restrictions on 
the locations of gun stores in the 
City. The new rules cover retailers, 
indoor shooting ranges, storage of 
firearms in homes and firearms in 
public gatherings. NRA and CRPA 
are reviewing for possible legal 
challenges.

CITY OF 
REDWOOD

The City Council discussed a proposed 
ordinance for mandatory reporting of 
lost or stolen firearms and mandatory 
lock storage of firearms in the home.

Staff have been instructed to draft 
the ordinance and bring back for 
consideration by the City Council.

No further action as of the date of 
publication. Continuing to monitor.

CITY OF PALM 
SPRINGS

Had in municipal code an 
ordinance that duplicated state 
law regarding reporting of lost and 
stolen firearms.

NRA and CRPA attorneys drafted 
letters educating the City about conflict 
and preemption issues and requested 
that the ordinance be repealed.

City of Palm Springs repealed the 
ordinance in October 2018.

CITY OF SAN 
DIEGO

City Council considered a 
mandatory lock storage ordinance 
pushed by the Mom’s Demand 
Action supported City attorney.

NRA and CRPA attorneys and members 
attended meetings, wrote numerous 
letters regarding the constitutional issues 
with the proposed ordinance and other 
groups pointed out the overload of 
crime in San Diego. (*Note: Just several 
days before this vote was taken, a San 
Diego man’s life was saved from a home 
invader who repeatedly stabbed him 
when his son had access to an unlocked 
firearm in the home. The son saved 
his father’s life, yet they still passed the 
ordinance.)

NRA and CRPA will continue to 
monitor the situation.

CITY OF ORINDA City Council passed ordinance 
for mandatory lock storage of 
firearms in the home.

NRA and CRPA attorneys sent letters to 
the City in opposition. At the meeting 
there were numerous attendees who 
spoke in opposition to the ordinance; 
however, the City Council refused to 
listen to its community members.

NRA and CRPA continue to monitor.

CITY OF OXNARD City Council held a public hearing 
for a 45-day moratorium on any 
new firearm and ammunition 
retailers opening businesses in 
the City.

Many spoke in opposition to the 
moratorium, and several of the Council 
members even expressed concern 
with attacking a lawful business in 
the community and that the City staff 
takes far too long to draft changes to 
the zoning code. Eventually, the 45-day 
moratorium passed. In January 2019, the 
City Council considered an extension of 
moratorium to allow the City to study 
land use for a period of 8 months. The 
staff would come back in September 
2019. The City has hired outside litigation 
counsel for this process.

In July 2019, the City voted to restrict 
the locations of gun stores in the City. 
NRA and CRPA are monitoring for 
additional possible restrictions.

LOCAL ADVOCACY REPORT

Tiffany D. Cheuvront leads the local ordinance project for Michel & Associates, P.C. With over 19 years’ experience in the non-profit and regulatory fields, 
she practices civil rights litigation and corporate governance law (five of those years working specifically in Second Amendment and CA policy). Tiffany has 
written and provided testimony on issues at the local, state and federal levels of government.
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CRPA 
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

RECENT & 
UPCOMING 
EVENTS

WOMEN 
OF CRPA

Programs designed to meet the needs of all women based 
on their desire to be better equipped to identify and 
deal with issues they may face in their world. Focus is on 
providing the knowledge, muscle memory and skills for any 
and all aspects of the shooting sports from target practice 
to competitive shooting, self-defense to hunting and how to 
speak in defense of their rights. Women are empowered by 
the knowledge and skills they gain.

■ Women’s Self-Defense
■ CRPA Gals With Guns 
Event  
■ Women in the 
Outdoors
■ Women’s Conference 
2020

CRPA YOUTH/ 
JUNIORS’ 
PROGRAM

The CRPA actively supports statewide and local youth 
programs through partner organizations such as BSA, 
GSA, 4H, FFA, JROTC and CYSSA to get the foundations of 
safe marksmanship and leadership through the shooting 
sports. CRPA works with USA Shooting to support youth 
from local programs to the world stage. Advanced training 
in comprehensive hunt programs are held throughout the 
state. This is a legacy program that secures the future!

■ State Championships
■ Hunt Camps  
■ Youth Range 
Development
■ USA Shooting Events

CRPA SHOOTING 
AND TRAINING 
PROGRAMS

We are the longest running firearms safety, training and 
competitive shooting sports organization in the state. Our 
shooting programs are centered on firearms safety from 
novice shooters to those honing their skills to the expert. 
Classes are offered at our training center and through our 
growing list of approved facility’s statewide.

■ Basic Pistol, Shotgun 
& Rifle Classes
■ Archery & Knife Classes                                                                   
■ Intermediate Firearms 
Classes
■ Specialty Seminars
■ Pre CCW & CCW Classe
■ Competition-Specific 
Seminars

FAITH SHIELD 
PROGRAM

Faith Shield is the CRPA outreach training program designed 
to meet the various needs of faith-based properties 
throughout the state. Faith-based organizations take part 
in regional seminars led by experts who have survived 
worst-case scenarios, first responders who have real-world 
experience and national level experts who come together to 
educate. CRPA provides trainers and vendors at these events 
and post events to assist your organization’s needs.

■ Sheepdog Seminar
■ Faith-Based Security 
Legal Seminar
■ Customized State-of-
the-Art Training
■ Building Faith Not Fear 
Seminar

CRPA PROGRAMS UPDATE
BY CRPA STAFF
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CRPA PROGRAM DESCRIPTION RECENT & 
UPCOMING EVENTS

RANGE SHIELD 
PROGRAM

The CRPA/NRA range assistance team of lawyers, experts, 
range designers, noise consultants and environmental 
consultants help ranges throughout the state to continue 
to operate and thrive. To participate in the shooting sports, 
people must have access to shooting ranges and training. 
Too many California ranges are being forced to close due 
to issues that could have been avoided. The times and the 
laws have changed. Range operators must stay up-to-date, 
must be aware of the threats to their operations and must 
remain knowledgeable about resources and assistance 
available to proactively address challenges. The CRPA/NRA 
range assistance team can assess your operation and offer 
practical advice. Make sure that your range is in compliance 
with federal, state and local laws and has best practices in 
place by scheduling a free range assessment visit.

■ Range Shield members 
learn about: Noise 
Management; Dealing 
with Regulators; Prepare 
ESP & Environmental 
BMPs; Insurance 
Coverage Issues; Asset 
Protection Strategies; 
Forms, Waivers & Signage; 
Public Relations; Lease 
Negotiation Advice
■ Free Range Inspection
■ Earning Recruiter 
Commissions
■ Sanctioned & Sponsored 
Matches

CRPA 
SCHOLARSHIPS

The CRPA Foundation Scholarship Program currently offers 
both a Collegiate Shooting Scholarship and Conservation 
Scholarship. These scholarships are intended to support 
students who believe in the preservation of the Second 
Amendment and conservation of wildlife in California.

Go to crpa.org/
scholarships for more 
information.

HUNTING & 
CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM

Hunting is under attack from animal rights extremist groups, 
and California is their ground zero. CRPA fights to protect 
hunters’ rights and to preserve the public’s traditional 
role in hunting, game management and the conservation, 
preservation and use of California’s public lands and natural 
resources.

■ January 16-19, 2020: ISE 
(International Sportsman 
Exposition), Sacramento
■ March 4-8, 2020: Fred 
Hall Shows, Long Beach
■  March 13-15, 2020: 
Central Valley Sports 
Show, Bakersfield
■ March 26-29, 2020: 
Fred Hall Shows, Del Mar

Go to crpa.org/events/
hunter-education for 
more details.  



CRPA MEMBERSHIP LEVELS & BENEFITS
ALL NEW CRPA members of every level receive these benefits: 
■ Subscription to CRPA’s California Firing Line magazine 
■ CRPA membership card with Know Your Rights notice
■ CRPA decal or sticker
■ Legislative & litigation updates and information bulletins
■ Exclusive access to timely and informative webinars, podcasts and other 
resources

Upgraded members receive additional benefits as listed below. To 
sign up for membership, please visit crpa.org.

■ Annual Member: $35 / Year

■ Five-Year Member: $150 ($5 savings a year on annual membership)

■ Sustaining Member: $17.91 / month
■ Pocket Constitution
■ CRPA Challenge Coin

CRPA LIFE MEMBRSHIPS*
■ Life Member Hat
■ Life Member Velcro Patch
■ CRPA Life Member Decal or Sticker
■ Pocket Constitution
■ CRPA Challenge Coin
■ A copy of the current year edition of California Gun Laws: A Guide to State 
and Federal Firearm Regulations by CRPA’s President and General Counsel 
Chuck Michel 
*Active military and veterans get a 10% discount on all Life Memberships. 

■ Life Member: $500 one-time payment, or 4 quarterly payments of $140

■ Senior Life Member (65 and older): $275 one-time payment, or four 
$75 / quarterly payments

ENHANCED LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
CRPA’s Enhanced Life Members are 2A supporters, hunters and shooters 
committed to the CRPA’s mission and success. In addition to ALL the 
above-listed member benefits, CRPA Enhanced Life Members also receive:

■ Defender Life Member: $1000 upgrade for CRPA Life Members
■ CRPA Defender Life Member Hat
■ CRPA Defender Life Member Lapel Pin
■ CRPA Custom-Engraved Defender Life Member Buck Knife
■ Annually updated copy of California Gun Laws: A Guide to State and 
Federal Firearm Regulations by CRPA’s President and General Counsel 
Chuck Michel
■ Defender Life Member Certificate
■ Invitations to Exclusive VIP Events, Briefings and Tours
■ Personal Recognition from CRPA President

■ Activist Life Member: $2500 upgrade for CRPA Defender Life 
Members
■ Activist Life Member Embroidered Patch
■ Activist Life Member Outerwear / Jacket
■ Activist Life Member Hat
■ Activist Life Member Lapel Pin
■ CRPA Custom-Engraved Activist Life Member Buck Knife
■ Annually updated copy of California Gun Laws: A Guide to State and Federal 
Firearm Regulations by CRPA’s President and General Counsel Chuck Michel
■ Activist Life Member Certificate
■ Invitations to Exclusive VIP Events, Briefings and Tours
■ Personal Recognition from CRPA President

■ Patriot Life Member (Highest Level): $4000 upgrade for CRPA 
Activist Life Members
■ 9mm SIG SAUER P226 MK25 or .45 Springfield 1911 Custom-Engraved Pistol 
■ CRPA Patriot Life Member Hat
■ CRPA Patriot Life Member Lapel Pin
■ CRPA Custom-Engraved Patriot Life Member Buck Knife
■ Annually updated copy of California Gun Laws: A Guide to State and Federal 
Firearm Regulations by CRPA’s President and General Counsel Chuck Michel
■ CRPA Patriot Life Member Challenge Coin
■ Special Patriot Life Member Recognition Wall Plaque
■ Patriot Life Member Certificate
■ Invitations to Exclusive VIP Events, Briefings and Tours
■ Personal Recognition from CRPA President

MEMBERSHIP 
APPLICATION FORM

Name

DOB

Street Address

City, County, State, Zip Code

Phone

Email Address

Membership Options Price

  Annual Member $35

  Five-Year Member $150

  Sustaining Member $17.91/month

  Life Member $500

*Veterans take 10% off-Annual, Five-year, Life

  Senior Life Member $275

  Defender Life Member $1000 + Life

  Activist Life Member $2500 + Activist

  Patriot Life Member $4000 + Activist

Check next to membership of choice

Auto-Renewal Total Due $

*25% of CRPA membership dues are used for lobbying and political activities. 

Check #

Card #

Exp Date MM/YY

Email Address



The California Rifle & Pistol Association 
(CRPA), founded in 1875, is a nonprofit 
membership and donor-supported 

organization with tens of thousands of 
members throughout California. We need you!

CRPA’s membership is comprised of a diverse cross-sec-
tion of the general public including believers in the right to 
choose to own a gun to defend yourself and your family, 
competitive and recreational shooters, hunters, conserva-
tionists, gun safety experts, youth, women, police, prose-
cutors and defense attorneys, judges, firearm history and 
technology experts, coaches and trainers, families and 
loving parents.

CRPA works tirelessly and relentlessly to defend the 
civil and constitutional rights of individuals to choose to 
responsibly own and use firearms. Every dollar that CRPA 
receives from its members and donors stays and works 
in California to support your hunting and Second Amend-
ment rights and the fight back against politicians, elitists 
and bureaucrats who would deprive individuals of those 
rights.

Through its Sacramento and local legal and political 
advocates, CRPA works in the state capital, in regulatory 
agencies and in city halls throughout California to pro-
mote laws that protect these rights and to oppose laws 
that infringe on these rights.

Through its legal team, CRPA fights in the courts to 
challenge unconstitutional and illegal gun bans and 
ill-conceived gun control laws and provides guidance to 
California gun owners regarding their legal rights and 
responsibilities.

CRPA works to preserve the traditional and historic 
role of the individual citizen to hunt and to conserve and 
preserve California’s natural resources.

CRPA promotes the recreational shooting sports and 
hosts hundreds of “fun shoots” annually.

CRPA provides safety, education and skills training and 
makes gun safety information available.

CRPA organizes and sanctions competitive shooting 
matches for both adult and junior shooters, including 
Olympic training programs and state championships. 
CRPA sanctions state championship matches in many 
shooting disciplines. CRPA is proud to state that many 
CRPA competitors are among the best in the world.
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Advertising Spec Sheet 

Rates are per issue. Advertise for 6 issues and only pay for 5! 

DPI Specifications: Provide all photos at 300dpi. Line art should be 
provided at 600-1200dpi.  

Bleed: Materials intended to bleed should extend a minimum of 1/8” 
(0.125”) beyond the trim on all sides. We cannot guarantee consistent 
bleed if less than 1/8” is provided. 

Digital Files: We accept files in the following formats: EPS, TIFF, JPEG, or 
Print-Ready PDF. Images and all graphics should be in process CMYK 
mode. Any image or graphic submitted in RGB or Spot Color mode will be 
converted to CMYK. Results may vary in the conversion and can not be 
guaranteed. We do not accept film. Please submit full color advertisements, 
unless ad design is in grayscale or black and white. 

Send your ad to: 
hfurman@crpa.org 

$1000 $2000 

$750 $750 $500 $350 

“Business Card” 
1/8 page 
3.5” x 2” 

$1500 - Full page 
front cover or 

inside front cover

Let us help you create a package that works for your business!

WHAT IS 
THE CRPA?

Staff gun show & trade show info booths

Help with fundraisers

Work on political campaigns or elections

Voter registration drives

Assist with youth/women’s events / RSO

Assist with training events / RSO

Assist with hunting events

Be a CRPA membership recruiter (earn $)

Liaison with local authorities and council members

Teach firearm safety and proficiency classes

Monitor/promote social media

Promote CRPA/RKBA messaging/PR campaigns

I am down for whatever to help the cause

Other:

THANK YOU!
Return to the California Rifle & Pistol Association

Attn: Volunteers Program
271 E. Imperial Highway, Suite #620, Fullerton, CA 92835

Phone: (800-305-2772    I   Email: volunteer@crpa.org

First Name                                           Middle Initial

Last Name

Street Address

City, County, State, Zip Code

Cell Phone

Email Address

VOLUNTEER 
REGISTRATION FORM

Check your areas of interest. This is not an 
exclusive list. You can always change your mind.
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ack Marshall has been a life 
member for over 7 years 
and has been volunteering 

for about 4 years at shows and 
special events. Recently, Jack, along 
with fellow lead, Hugh Cruickshank has 
been in the process of establishing a 
local San Francisco Bay Area Chapter at 
the Richmond Rod and Gun Club. He is 
also hoping to start another Chapter in 
Solano County. He 
believes that being 
involved with the 
CRPA Chapters is 
the start of a success 
story and a hopeful 
turning point of 
understanding in the 
state of California. 
Jack Marshall is truly 
making waves in a 
variety of ways for 
the CRPA and it is lucky to have him as 
a volunteer!

Jack Marshall is an outdoorsman who 
was a scuba and free diver for many 
years on the north coast of California. 
He would dive for abalone, spearfish, 
etc. Jack is also a backpacker, snow 
camper, hikes and once was big into 
fitness; however, he jokes that he can’t 
necessarily say he is a fitness buff now. 
In recent years, he has taken a back seat 
on diving and some other activities as it 
is too much on the knees. He has since 
spent more time shooting and hunting. 
Jack likes to hunt as often as he’d like or 
can afford to. He enjoys elk meat and 
hopes to get more involved in elk hunt-
ing. He enjoys bow hunting and has suc-
cessfully harvested a variety of animals 
including grouse, deer and turkeys.

Jack can’t recall the first time he shot 

a gun but remembered the rule, “Never 
point a gun at anyone,” which really 
stuck with him. He does remember 
and still owns the first gun he ever 
purchased and shoots with it from 
time to time. In the Army, he learned 
a lot more about guns and has been 
continually building on his knowledge 
since then. Currently, Jack enjoys 
shooting and is particularly interested, 
when time permits, in the Internation-
al Defense Pistol Association (IDPA) 

and would like to learn more about 
long-distance precision shooting and 
reloading.

In addition to volunteering with the 
CRPA and keeping busy with outdoor 
activities, he is a volunteer range officer 
at the Richmond Rod and Gun Club 
and has been recently certified to 
teach the NRA pistol class. Jack is also a 
member of Front Sight Firearms Train-
ing Institute in Nevada and spent 3 
weeks being trained on various aspects 

BY ELISE 
THOMPSON
CRPA 
VOLUNTEER 
MANAGER

JACK MARSHALL

 Training to shoot zombies. (JACK MARSHALL)

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

J
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of firearms and self-defense. He 
highly recommends the Institute 
to anyone who likes shooting. He 
looks forward to the opportunity to 
return, refresh his skills and move 
on to more advanced training.

What motivates you to volunteer 
for CRPA?

Jack Marshall: What motivat-
ed me was finding out that CRPA 
existed solely for the purpose of 
working in CA to protect our rights. 
I have been an NRA member for 
many years and didn’t know about 
CRPA until I saw a CRPA tent at the 
Rip City Riders car show about 5 
years ago in Petaluma. I realized 
that CRPA was CA central in fighting 
for the people of CA in regaining 
their constitutional rights as well 
as getting educated about what is 
available in protecting those rights 
in CA.  A lot of folks don’t know 
about CRPA and that there is a way 
to protect their freedoms through 
this association.

Educating the public on the over-
all “gun issue” is important to me.  
So many people use the phrase 
“gun violence” when it is the evil 
in a person’s heart that motivates 
[him] to use a weapon as a tool to 
perpetrate the violence.  The stats 
show that more people use other 
instruments of violence than guns 
to accomplish their evil deed.  I 
won’t go into FBI stats with this 
group because most know them, 
and if they don’t and they’re read-
ing this, then they are on the way to 
learning the truth.

I would like to see more pro-con-
stitutionalists and pro-2A people do 
more to admonish the politicians, 
newscasters and others [who] 
use the term gun violence; it is an 
incorrect term, and this needs to be 
addressed.  I’m stating the obvious 

when I say that no one says “knife 
violence,” or “hammer violence,” 
“pressure cooker violence,” “Kool-Aid 
violence” (Jim Jones killed 900 people 
[with poison in] Kool-Aid®), etc.

I would like to encourage CRPA 
staff and members to please do 
more to spread the word that gun vi-
olence is a totally inappropriate term.

I feel that the Constitution is one 
of the greatest documents ever 
written, and the freedoms per-
mitted by it are only protected by 
those [who] can do so.  

What do you like about 
volunteering? 

JM: That I am part of the solution 
and able to show others that there 
is a solution available to them to 
keep their freedoms.

Why do you feel it’s important to 
volunteer?

JM: There are many people in 
this state [who] don’t know about 
CRPA, and I hope to be part of the 
whole program of educating folks 
not only about CRPA, but responsi-
ble gun ownership, marksmanship, 
defensive use of guns and the 
training that goes along with that.  
Also, that the people have a say in 
what happens in our state, and that 
as a group we have more credibility 
and power to accomplish our goals. 
Also, I feel it’s important to show 
people that CRPA is a solution.

What does the Second 
Amendment mean to you?

JM: Keeping our freedoms, pro-
tecting the other rights granted by 
the Constitution.  Protecting myself 
and others.  It also means that peo-
ple can protect themselves to level 
the playing field against people with 
violence in mind.   CRPA 

CRPA is looking for men and women 
to join the fight for our rights as a CRPA 
volunteer or grassroots activist. You 
can feel good about being part of the 
solution, meet new friends, learn about 
guns and politics and get free CRPA 
swag! For more information, fill out and 
send in the volunteer form (page 59), 
email us at volunteers@crpa.org or call 
(714) 992-2772.

Because of CRPA’s tremendous growth, 
and with the support of our members 
and like-minded organizations, CRPA 
is expanding its involvement in local 
campaigns and elections and sponsoring 
and participating in more events. CRPA 
has made a substantial investment in 
grassroots/volunteer coordinating, local 
election messaging technologies and 
added staff to manage volunteers and 
events.

CRPA Chapters and affiliated groups 
maintain their independence, but work 
with CRPA and get access to: (1) Real-
time legislative information from our 
legislative advocates in the Capital; (2) 
CRPA/NRA campaign finance and PAC 
lawyers; (3) CRPA/NRA firearms lawyers 
who answer questions, fight for local 
FFLs and ranges in your area, oppose 
local gun control ordinances and file 
lawsuits; and (4) Regular communication 
among coalition partners and other 
local groups to learn from each other 
and build a stronger network of 
activists. CRPA needs volunteers to 
work as Chapter Leaders; Government 
Liaisons (i.e., candidate development and 
local issues and ordinances coverage); 
Retail/Ranges Liaisons; Volunteers and 
Events Liaison; and CCW Liaisons, among 
other things. 

CRPA invites individuals as well as local 
2A groups, clubs, ranges and FFLs to be a 
part of the effort in your county. Join us! 
Volunteer for CRPA!

VOLUNTEERS 
ARE OUR MOST 
POWERFUL 
WEAPON!

 Training to shoot zombies. (JACK MARSHALL)

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT



58   CALIFORNIA FIRING LINE   ISSUE 1045,  JAN/FEB 2020

GRASSROOTS ENGAGEMENT

JANUARY
January 4-5 
BUCK STOP PLACERVILLE 
GUN SHOW
Placerville, CA 
gunshowtrader.com

January 4-5 
CROSSROADS SAN 
BERNARDINO GUN SHOW
San Bernardino, CA
crossroadsgunshows.com

January 11-12 
BUCK STOP ANGELS CAMP 
GUN SHOW
Angels Camp, CA
gunshowtrader.com

January 11-12 
LANCASTER GUN SHOW
Lancaster, CA 
gunshowtrader.com

January 16-19 
INTERNATIONAL 
SPORTSMEN’S EXPO
Sacramento, CA 
sportsexpos.com

January 18
2020 ANNUAL FRPC SWAP MEET
Clovis, CA
allevents.in/clovis

January 18-19 
CROSSROADS COSTA MESA 
GUN SHOW
Costa Mesa, CA
gunshowtrader.com

January 25-26 
BUCK STOP SONORA GUN SHOW
Sonora, CA 
gunshowtrader.com

FEBRUARY
February 1-2 
VALLEJO GUN SHOW
Vallejo, CA
gunshowtrader.com

February 8-9 
CROSSROADS VENTURA GUN 
SHOW
Ventura, CA
crossroadsgunshows.com

February 8-9 
TURLOCK GUN SHOW
Turlock, CA
codeofthewestgunshows.com

Feb 11 – 13
WORLD AG EXPO
Tulare, CA 
Worldagexpo.com

February 15-16
ANNUAL BIG CHICO GUN SHOW
Chico, CA
chicogunshow.com

February 15-16 
CROSSROADS ONTARIO GUN 
SHOW
Ontario, CA
crossroadsgunshows.com

February 15-16 
DIXON GUN SHOW
Dixon, CA
gunshowtrader.com

Feb 21-23
CHICO SPORTSMAN EXPO
Chico, CA
Chicosportsmanexpo.com

MARCH
Mar 4-8
FRED HALL SHOWS INC.
Long Beach, CA
Fredhall.com 

March 6-8
NEW FRONTIER NEW RENO SHOW
Reno, NV
gunshowtrader.com

March 7-8 
YUBA CITY GUN SHOW
Yuba City, CA 
gunshowtrader.com

March 14-15 
BUCK STOP UKIAH GUN SHOW
Ukiah, CA 
buckstopgunshows.com

March 21-22
CROSSROADS COSTA MESA 
Costa Mesa, CA
crossroadsgunshows.com

JANUARY
January 4
NRA BASIC SHOTGUN
Fullerton, CA
crpa.org/events/training

January 11
HUNTER EDUCATION 
FOLLOW-UP
Fullerton, CA
crpa.org/events/hunter-education

EVENTS & TRAINING
EVENTS

LOCATION KEY

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

OUT OF STATE

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA

TRAINING
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NRA BASIC SHOTGUN 
COURSE 
Teaches the basic knowledge, skills and 
attitude for the safe and proper use of 
a shotgun in shooting a moving target. 
Students learn NRA’s rules for safe gun 
handling; shotgun parts and operation; 
shotgun shell components; shotgun shell 
malfunctions; shooting fundamentals; 
range rules; shooting at straight 
away and angled targets; cleaning; 
and continued opportunities for skill 
development. Cost: $100 for 8 hours.
■ January 4, 2020 
Go to crpa.org/events/training

NRA HOME FIREARM 
SAFETY COURSE 
This is a 4-hour course for safe 
gun handling that is conducted in 
the classroom only. Students are 
taught NRA’s three rules for safe 
gun handling; primary causes of 
firearms accidents; firearm parts; 
how to unload certain action types; 
ammunition components; cleaning; 
care; safe storage of firearms in the 
home; and the benefits of becoming 
an active participant in the shooting 

January 16
NRA HOME FIREARM SAFETY
Fullerton, CA
crpa.org/events/training

January 18
NRA BASIC PISTOL
Fullerton, CA
crpa.org/events/training

January 18
TRADITIONAL HUNTER 
EDUCATION
Fullerton, CA
crpa.org/events/hunter-education

FEBRUARY
February 1
NRA RIFLE INSTRUCTOR 
COURSE
Fullerton, CA
crpa.org/events/training

February 22
NRA SHOTGUN INSTRUCTOR 
COURSE
Fullerton, CA
crpa.org/events/training

MARCH
March 7
NRA PISTOL INSTRUCTOR 
COURSE
Fullerton, CA
crpa.org/events/training

March 21
TRADITIONAL HUNTER 
EDUCATION
Fullerton, CA
crpa.org/events/hunter-education

NRA COURSE 
DESCRIPTIONS
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sports. Cost: $35 for 4 hours.
■ January 16, 2020 
Go to crpa.org/events/training

NRA BASIC PISTOL 
SHOOTING COURSE 
The NRA Basics of Pistol Shooting is 
intended for all individuals regardless 
of previous shooting experience or 
NRA-affiliation and is available for 
delivery in two ways. One option is 
the traditional, instructor-led course 
where you will receive direct instruction 
from an NRA-certified instructor from 
beginning to end. The other option 
has two components: a self-study or 
“eLearning module” which is completed 
online in your own timeframe and a 
hands-on practical portion conducted 
in a classroom and shooting range with 
an instructor. Cost: $100 for 8 hours.
■ January 18, 2020 
Go to crpa.org/events/training

NRA RIFLE INSTRUCTOR 
Possession of basic firearm safety 
and shooting skills is a prerequisite 
for certification as an NRA instructor. 
Course is presented in two parts: Basic 
Instructor Training and Discipline-
Specific Instructor Training. Students 
demonstrate organizational and 
teaching skills via participation in 
practical exercises during the course 
and complete an instructor certification 
examination. Cost: $150 for 9 hours.
■ February 1, 2020 
Go to crpa.org/events/training

NRA SHOTGUN 
INSTRUCTOR 
Possession of basic firearm safety 
and shooting skills is a prerequisite 
for certification as an NRA instructor. 
Course is presented in two parts: Basic 
Instructor Training and Discipline-
Specific Instructor Training. Students 

demonstrate organizational and 
teaching skills via participation in 
practical exercises during the course 
and complete an instructor certification 
examination. Cost: $165 for 11 hours.
■ February 22, 2020 
Go to crpa.org/events/training

NRA PISTOL 
INSTRUCTOR 
Possession of basic firearm safety 
and shooting skills is a prerequisite 
for certification as an NRA instructor. 
Course is presented in two parts: Basic 

Instructor Training and Discipline-
Specific Instructor Training. Students 
demonstrate organizational and 
teaching skills via participation in 
practical exercises during the course 
and complete an instructor certification 
examination. Cost: $150 for 10 hours.
■ March 7, 2020 
Go to crpa.org/events/training

CRPA’s lawyers are looking for volunteer plaintiffs to be 
part of our planned future lawsuits challenging California’s 

unconstitutional gun laws. 

There is no obligation, all responses are kept strictly 
confidential, and there are no fees or costs for folks who volunteer.

FOR PRO-2A LAWSUITS. 

HELP US HELP YOU! 
Email potentialplaintiffs@michellawyers.com for more information.

VOLUNTEER 
PLAINTIFFS 

NEEDED
STAND UP FOR 
YOUR RIGHTS!  

NRA Instructor Courses are also 
available. Please talk to a CRPA 
representative or check our website at 
crpa.org/events/training. 

Carol Watson’s Orange Coast Auctions
Fine Antique & Modern FireArMs And edged WeApons Auction

Auction begins at 10am both days at
THE HOTEL FULLERTON
Online bidding available via Proxibid.  
Absentee and Phone Bids accepted.
California Bond #100166176

Saturday & Sunday 
November 23 & 24, 2019

Fine Lugers include a 1908 Bulgarian 
Contract and a 1923 Stoeger 3-line 
Am. Eagle3-line Am. Eagle

S&W Non-Registered and Registered Magnum 
Revolvers, with factory letters

Springfield M1D 
Semi-Automatic Sniper Rifle

www.cwocauctions.com   info@cwocauctions.com   office: 714-213-8709

Finely Engraved S&W 1st 
Model Hand Ejector Revolver

OCA_CFL_Ad_Nov19.indd   1 10/3/19   2:42 PM
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The CMP is currently 
finalizing its 2020 rulebooks. 
Major changes are being 

made to the CMP Pistol Rules to 
provide rules that will govern a 
planned expansion of the CMP 
National Matches Pistol Program. 

The preliminary 2020 National Matches 
schedule, which is already posted on the 
CMP website at thecmp.org/wp-content/
uploads/2020-NM-Calendar-CMP-Only.
pdf, reveals plans for a full week of pistol 
competitions from Monday, July 6, through 
Sunday, July 12. A draft version of the 2020 
CMP Pistol Competition Rules can now be 
downloaded from the CMP website at thecmp.

org/competitions/cmp-competitions-
rulebooks.

In addition to the traditional Pistol Small Arms 
Firing School and National Trophy Service Pistol 
events, the President’s Pistol Match, the Nation-
al Trophy Individual Match and the National 
Trophy Team Match, the 2020 CMP National 
Matches Pistol Program will offer classical 2700 
three-gun pistol championships with both 
any sight and metallic sights. The week-long 
program also includes two- and four-person 
team matches, a new revolver match and .22 
Rimfire EIC and Service Pistol EIC matches. The 
popular GLOCK Match will be back on Saturday 
and Sunday! The 2700 aggregate matches will 
take place on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
of that week, and the National Trophy Matches 
will be on Saturday. The final day on Sunday, will 
feature an Industry Day, open to any interested 
vendors, a Pistol pop-up fun match, the GLOCK 
Match and CMP As-Issued Pistol Matches. 
For more information on Industry Day, email 
croguski@thecmp.org. Pistol competitors 
who come to the National Matches will also be 
able to compete in National Matches Air Gun 
competitions that attracted 297 air pistol event 
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2020 CMP 
PISTOL RULES
TO SUPPORT NATIONAL MATCHES 
PISTOL PROGRAM EXPANSION
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entries in 2019.
The 24th edition of the 2020 CMP Pistol Com-

petition Rules has been revised to provide rules 
governing the conduct of all of these traditional 
and new events. CMP-recognized pistol events 
now include 900 aggregates for .22 Rimfire 
pistols, Centerfire pistols and .45 caliber pistols 
together with rules to define the pistols used 
in these events. Experienced bull’s-eye pistol 
competitors should find these new CMP rules 
to be nearly identical with rules they are accus-
tomed to following.

As part of the process of drafting these 
rules, the CMP is seeking input from pistol 
competitors and match sponsors before it 
finalizes them.

Pistol competitors or match sponsors who 
have comments or recommendations are invit-
ed to send their comments to Competitions@
thecmp.org. The CMP expects to finalize and 
release its Pistol rules as well as its High Power 
Rifle, CMP Games and Smallbore Rifle rule 
books in December.

The CMP is committed to keeping a full week 
of bull’s-eye pistol competitions in the 2020 Na-
tional Matches. This will ensure that American 
pistol competitors can plan to come to Camp 
Perry on July 6-12 next year (2021) and look for-
ward to enjoying all of the pistol competitions 
and Camp Perry experiences that always make 
the National Matches’ pistol week so great.

SUMMARY OF CMP PISTOL RULES THAT 
ARE NEW FOR 2020:

Rule 1.4, Table 1. CMP Recognized Pistol 
Events. A distinction is made between “Nation-
al Trophy/EIC Pistol Events” and new “Match 
Pistol Events.” 900 aggregates for .22 Rimfire, 
Centerfire and.45 caliber pistol are added plus 
a new 2700 aggregate that combines all three 
900 aggregates.

Rule 3.11.4. Classification System. The 
CMP Classification System is expanded to 
provide classifications for the new 2700 Match 
Pistol events. Classification scores mirror those 
now used by the NRA. CMP classification rules 
also allow competitors to compete with their 
NRA classifications if they do not have a CMP 
classification.

Rule 4.1.3 c). Approved Service Pistols. 
Confirms that the new military M17 and M18 
pistols are approved for use in CMP Service 
Pistol Matches and that they can be accurized 
in conformance with Rule 4.1.2. 

Rule 4.1.4. Other Approved Service 
Pistols. The Beretta 92X series, SIG SAUER 
P320 X-Five Legion and Smith & Wesson M10 
revolver were added to this list.

Rule 4.1.6-4.1.9. General Rules for Match 
Pistols. This is a new rule providing basic 
standards for pistols fired in 2700 aggregate 
matches. Pistols may have any (optical) or 
metallic sights according to match programs. 
New rules governing Centerfire and.45 caliber 
pistols are provided.

Rules 5.2.3-5.2.5. Pistol Event Courses of 
Fire. These rules define new 900 aggregates 
for .22 Rimfire, Centerfire and.45 caliber 
pistols.

Rule 5.3.3. Match Pistol Three-Gun Aggre-
gate. This rule creates a new 2700 three-gun 
pistol aggregate.

Rule 7.4.2. National Trophy Individual 
Pistol Match. Provides that juniors who fire 
this match with .22 Rimfire pistols may now 
earn .22 Rimfire pistol EIC credit points.

Rule 7.5. CMP National Championship 
Pistol Events. This rule lists new CMP National 
Championship Pistol events as follows:

■ .22 Rimfire Pistol 900
■ Centerfire Pistol 900
■ .45 Caliber Pistol 900
■ 2700 Any Sight Aggregate Championship
■ 2700 Metallic Sight Aggregate  

         Championship
Rule 10.3. National Records. This pro-

vides for the expansion of the record list to 

include the new Match Pistol events.   CRPA 

Reprinted and edited with permission. Originally 
published on: thecmp.org/2020-cmp-pistol-
rules-to-support-national-matches-pis-
tol-program-expansion.
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SHOOTING SPORTS

The LRC Junior 
Precision Team has 
been practicing and 

competing for more than 
30 years. Our team starts with 
Monday night (Junior) shooters who 

range from ages 8 to 18 and are 
taught how to safely handle a rifle, 
load a rifle and then shoot at 50 
feet. The kids are closely watched 
over by our volunteer coaches and 
instructed on how to shoot; first 
from the prone off a block, then 

advancing to a jacket and sling where 
they are instructed in the off-hand, 
sitting, kneeling and prone positions. 
Once the kids have completed the 
required courses they can be invited 
to shoot on the “Advanced” team, 
wherein they will start practicing 

LRC JUNIOR PRECISION TEAM 
RAMPING UP FOR COMPETITION
BY RYAN WATTS

Back row, left to right: Alex Watts, Logan Michael, Carleton Liden, Lilly Polakovic, Logan Bonivert, Dylan Tonel. Front row, left to right: Tori Watts, Mo 
Vander Linden, Rachel Brandt, Will Brandt.  (RYAN WATTS)



CRPA SPORTS SHOOTING SPORTS

two to three nights per week and 
compete throughout Northern 
California and potentially at National 
Matches. 

Currently our Advanced team 
consists of 11 shooters, ages 12 to 
17. Eight of the shooters are return 
veterans from last season, and with 
the three new shooters, the team is 
looking forward to an amazing sea-
son. As the shooting season starts to 
ramp up, the kids are hard at work 
building positions, marking gear and 
going over shot plans. Each night 
before practice and during the break, 
the head coach, Steve Katsuyama, 
talks to the shooters about getting 
their head in the game and work-
ing on their shot plan. In between 
relays there are often classes on 
good “journaling” in their data books, 
getting into position and maintaining Lilly Polakovic, Team Co-Captain.  (RYAN WATTS)
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good positions.
Often, evening practices are a jumble of shooting, 

laughter and messing around. Though difficult to keep 
the kids on task, it is hard to argue with the smiles 
and camaraderie that has been and is continually built 
amongst the teammates.

Coming off of the success from last season, the team is 
getting ready to give it their all, working hard to improve 

their skills.    CRPA 

Shooting and outdoor activities are Ryan Watts’ 
passion. At the age of 20, he joined the Marine Corps, 
serving for 9 years as a Radio Operator. He has been 
a husband for 23 years, and his daughters are 19, 15 
and 13. Two are Junior Olympians, and the 15-year-old 
holds a 2nd place CMP National Championship. In ad-
dition to hunting as a family, Ryan is a rifle coach and spends several nights 
per week with his family training on the line.

 1.  ALWAYS treat all guns as if 
they are loaded.

 2.  ALWAYS keep the gun 
pointed in a safe direction.

 3.  ALWAYS keep your finger off 
the trigger until you are ready to 
shoot. 

 4.  ALWAYS keep the gun 
unloaded until ready to use. 

 5.  ALWAYS know your target, its 
surroundings, and beyond. 

 6.  ALWAYS know how to 
properly operate your gun. 

 7.  ALWAYS be sure the gun is 
safe to operate.

 8.  ALWAYS use only the correct 
ammunition for your gun. 

 9.  ALWAYS wear eye and ear 
protection. 

 10.  NEVER use alcohol or 
over-the-counter, prescription, 
or other drugs before or while 
participating in shooting sports. 

GOLDEN RULES 
OF GUN SAFETY

For more information and training, please 
contact the California Rifle & Pistol Association: 
(800) 305-2772 | CRPA.org

Morgan (Mo) Vander Linden, Team Co-Captain.  (RYAN WATTS)

Logan Bonivert.  (RYAN WATTS)
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On October 10, 2014, 
President Barack 
Obama signed a 

Proclamation designating 
portions of the Angeles and 
San Bernardino National 
Forests a national monument. 
Under the Proclamation, the 
San Gabriel Mountains National 
Monument (SGMNM) was created. As 
a new national monument, the United 
States Forest Service (USFS), which 
previously had federal oversight/
management of the Angeles and San 
Bernardino National Forests that 
are now within the newly created 
SGMNM, was required to amend 
its Forest Management Plan (Forest 
Plan) under the Federal Land Policy 
Management Act into a National 
Monument Management Plan 
(Monument Plan).

The changes to the Forest Plan 
were to be done under the 2012 
Planning Rule and the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act (NEPA). The key 
distinction here is that a Monument 
Plan, pursuant to the Presidential 
Proclamation’s direction, allows for 
far more restrictions on the recre-
ational uses allowed in the SGMNM 
than could be limited previously un-
der a Forest Plan. The USFS published 
a comprehensive brochure to inform 
the general public of the requirement 
to draft the new Monument Plan and 
began holding workshops to solicit 
public participation. After the USFS 
held several public workshops, it 
became very apparent to hunters and 
recreational shooters that the new 
Monument Plan was being heavily 
influenced by the then-President’s 
directive in the Proclamation and by 
numerous environmental organiza-
tions and statist politicians involved in 
the Monument Plan process who did 

not support hunting or target shoot-
ing.

During this process it was also an-
nounced that the USFS was creating 
a collaborative stakeholders group 
(SGMNM Collaborative) consisting of 
potential SGMNM recreational users, 
utilities and other interested parties 
under a federal law that allows the 
use of such advisory groups. Due 
to considerable outcry and demand 
from the hunting and recreational 
shooting communities and from 
firearms-related organizations, NRA 
and CRPA attorneys were asked to 
get the designated Hunting/Recre-
ational Shooting Member seat on 
the SGMNM Collaborative and to 
make sure that the environmentalist 
groups did not restrict any hunting 
or recreational shooting rights in the 
drafting of the Monument Plan. Our 
initial experience with the organiza-
tion that ran the SGMNM Collabora-
tive, the National Forest Foundation 

NRA AND CRPA 
PROTECT FEDERAL 
LAND USE FOR 
HUNTING AND 
SHOOTING RANGES
BY LEE SMITH
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(NFF), confirmed our concerns about 
the bias against hunting and shoot-
ing when NFF actually tried to block 
NRA/CRPA from membership on the 
SGMNM Collaborative. In fact, it did 
not want to even fill the Hunting/Rec-
reational Shooting Member seat at all. 
So much for having a seat at the table 
to represent hunters and shooters! 
Only after we threatened legal action 
did they reluctantly capitulate and 
allow us to be part of the SGMNM 
Collaborative group.

As a member we were able to 
monitor and push back against the 
considerably influential environmen-
tal stakeholders’ group that held 
the most clout with the NFF and the 
USFS in drafting and implementing 
the Monument Plan. Once we had a 
seat at the table, we zealously and 
successfully fought for the continuing 
use of parts of the federal land for 
pre-existing hunting and recreational 
shooting areas. There were many 
contentious negotiations with the 
environmental organizations that 
wanted to severely limit public access 

in general and for hunting and shoot-
ing uses in particular. But ultimately 
the final Monument Plan preserved 
all existing hunting and recreational 
shooting areas and rights. In fact, we 
were able to draft and insert lan-
guage that specifically listed hunting 
and recreational shooting as one of 
the intended recreational uses under 
the SGMNM Proclamation, which 
should prevent any potential future 
infringements during the project 
implementation phase.

Once the Monument Plan was final-
ized and adopted in 2018, we mon-
itored the SGMNM Collaborative’s 
transition into the “Project” phase 
of the SGMNM. In other words, the 
new Monument Plan required some 
changes within the SGMNM that 
could potentially allow other stake-
holders (i.e., environmental organiza-
tions) to argue that in implementing 
their pet project, incongruent uses 
like hunting and recreational shooting 
may need to be eliminated or restrict-
ed. After we obtained some assur-
ances that these attacks were not 

going to be tolerated, we turned the 
SGMNM Collaborative member seat 
over to the CRPA Hunting and Shoot-
ing Program managers so they can 
attend future meetings and monitor 
the ongoing project phase implemen-
tation at the SGMNM.

In addition to assuring and solidify-
ing hunting and recreational shooting 
in the SGMNM under the new Monu-
ment Plan, the positive relationships 
we built with key USFS personnel 
have paid off for shooting ranges in 
and around the SGMNM. We were 
able to negotiate with and advise 
USFS on legal issues involving three 
shooting ranges around SGMNM, 
including assisting the Desert Marks-
men Rifle and Pistol Club, Indian 
Canyon Land Corporation and Burro 
Canyon Shooting Park ranges to avoid 
legal entanglements with the USFS, 
thereby helping keep these ranges 
open to the public.

Our success in the SGMNM Mon-
ument Plan was very important be-
cause it now serves as a template for 
protecting hunting and recreational 
shooting on federal lands, through a 
collaborative process with all recre-
ational use stakeholders in other des-
ignated National Monuments, not just 
in California but nationally (i.e., Sand 
to Snow National Monument).   CRPA 

W. Lee Smith is an attorney 
with Michel and Associates, 
specializing in environmental 
and land use law. Mr. Smith 
has extensive experience 
defending the NRA, CRPA, 
shooting ranges and hunting 
organizations. In this capacity, Mr. Smith advises 
and represents clients on regulatory compliance 
issues with the intent on preserving shooting 
ranges and hunting areas. Mr. Smith has been 
recognized by Southern California Super Lawyers 
as one of the top environmental attorneys in 
Southern California.

In addition to assuring and 
solidifying hunting and recreational 

shooting in the SGMNM under the 
new Monument Plan, the positive 

relationships we built with key USFS 
personnel have paid off for shooting 

ranges in and around the SGMNM.
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This past summer, I had 
the opportunity to 
travel to the Jackson, 

Wyoming area to teach 
firearm usage and safety at 
the American Wilderness 
Leadership School (AWLS) 
run by the Safari Club 
International Foundation 
(SCIF). SCIF is the educational 
branch of Safari Club International. 
Having just completed a project with 
USDA’s Wildlife Services in San Diego 
County, CA, I had time to commit to 
the school, which has been on my 
“Bucket List” for many years. 

Established in 1976, the origi-
nal purpose of AWLS was to teach 
school-aged children about wildlife 
management and the role of hunt-
ers in wildlife conservation. After 

the first few years, it became ap-
parent that not enough impact was 
being made, so SCIF made a very 
good decision to teach the teachers 
instead. The current AWLS program 
has seven, 6-day sessions during the 
summer. Six sessions are focused on 
teachers (K–12 and above), and one 
session focuses on younger teens, 
16–18 years of age. The goal is for 
teachers to return to their schools 
and teach their students about wild-
life management using our program 
and curriculum as a guide.

The school is located on 33.6 acres 
of private land surrounded by the 
Gros Ventre Wilderness area of the 
Bridger-Teton National Forest, 33 
miles southeast of Jackson Hole, 
WY. Granite Creek runs through the 
property which amplifies the beauty 
of the area at 7,000 feet above sea 
level. My position with the school 
required teaching firearms usage 
and safety and wilderness survival. 

Driving up the 8 miles of dirt road to 
the school offered views of the snow-
capped wilderness areas and oppor-
tunities to see migrating elk, mule 
deer and pronghorn antelope.

During each of  our 6-day sessions, 
teachers from all over the United 
States came together to learn about 
wildlife conservation, stream ecol-
ogy, firearm usage and safety and 
wilderness survival and were taught 
and certified in the National Archery 
in the Schools Program (NASP®). 
With my background in firearms 
instruction as an  NRA instructor and 
California Master Hunter Education 
instructor, it was my job to teach 
basic firearm usage and safety to 
students who had never held a gun 
before. The experience was both 
challenging and rewarding.

Our firearms instruction began 
with an introduction to pellet re-
volver pistols at our classroom 
indoor range. After teaching the 

TEACHING 
THE TEACHERS

BY GARY F. BRENNAN

EDUCATORS LEARN  
SELF-DEFENSE, SAFETY 
AND MARKSMANSHIP
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basics of shooting: gun safety, 
dominant eye, sight alignment, 
trigger control, breathing control 
and follow-through, we had all of 
our teacher students smiling by the 
end of the session. With class sizes 
so large, we had to split into small-
er groups. While I had one group 
working at the pellet range, another 
firearms instructor covered shotgun 
familiarization with another group—
following and then leading moving 
targets as well as gfollowing-through 
after the shots, using the facility’s 
Laser Shot program booth. 

Day two of the firearms session 
was spent on our outdoor ranges. 
The morning began with bench–rest 
rifle target shooting, so we could 
work on the basics of long guns, and 
at the trap range, we shot 20- and 
12-gauge shotguns at clays.  Af-
ter working with each student, we 
had them shooting on targets and 
hitting both bullseyes and clays by 
the end of the session. After lunch, 
it was back to the range where we 
shot both revolvers and semiauto-
matic rimfire pistols in the standing 
position, while the other group had 
a silhouette target rifle competition. 
During instruction, each student had 
an experienced instructor monitor-

ing each shooter on the line. 
Our teacher students came from 

a variety of backgrounds, political 
beliefs and teaching cultures. Some 
were from the suburbs ; some were 
from inner cities. One of our older 
students was from Newtown, Con-
necticut. She had never been intro-
duced to guns, and after the mass 
shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary, 
she was even more terrified of guns 
due to the anti-gun media she had 
been exposed to. At our pellet range, 
she was shaking and very apprehen-
sive about shooting any gun. I told 
her she didn’t have to do it, but I also 
encouraged her to at least give it a 
try. After getting her breathing under 
control, she shot the 10-round pellet 
magazine and actually shot pretty 
well. With caution, she stated, “It 
wasn’t that bad.” 

The following day, on the outdoor 
ranges, we worked with her along 
with the rest of the students to 
ensure they had the knowledge to 
shoot well, and most of the stu-
dents did just that. That evening as 
we sat at the dinner table, I asked 
my Newtown teacher if we had any 
impact on her beliefs about firearms 
usage, shooting and gun ownership. 
Quietly, she leaned over and with a 

big grin on her face told me, “Yes, as 
soon as I get home, I am going to buy 
a shotgun and a clay thrower so I can 
shoot in my back yard.” All I could 
think was, “My job is done!”

This was one of the many instanc-
es in which I have had an impact on 
people’s perceptions about guns. 
Busting the negative image por-
trayed by our liberal media is not 
that hard if you take the time. Our 
classes were held in a very controlled 
environment, but it took instructors 
time to indoctrinate new, sometimes 
reluctant people into the shooting 
sports. If I can do it, so can most 
of the shooters in our association. 
I know we are all busy with our 
personal lives, but just think of how 
many opinions and lives we can 
impact if even half of us got some-
one to a range and took the time to 
mentor him or her into our shooting 
heritage. Think about it and then do 
it. For more information on the AWLS 
program, go to the following link:   
safariclubfoundation.org/america
n-wilderness-leadership-school/.

If you know any teachers who may 
be interested in attending AWLS, 
please pass this information to 
them. Many California SCIF chapters 
offer tuition and travel assistance to 
attend the school. It is a great sum-
mer opportunity for teachers, and 
it provides 85 continuing credits for 
the 6-day session.   CRPA 

Gary F. Brennan is a retired 
U.S. Naval officer, a former 
California state park peace 
officer and was a biological 
science technician for USDA’s 
Wildlife Services. He is a staff 
instructor for the American 
Wilderness Leadership School 
in Jackson, WY, and a Master Hunter Education 
instructor for California. Currently, Gary is a staff 
firearms instructor for Training Resources Mari-
time Institute in San Diego and is the president of 
the San Diego County Wildlife Federation.
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CRPA IS PROUD TO BE A LEADING 
MEMBER OF THE CALIFORNIA HUNTING 
AND CONSERVATION COALITION

California Hunting 
and Conservation 
Coalition (Coalition) 
members include all 
the major hunting 

and natural resource conservation groups in California. 
Coalition members are united to ensure a strong future 
for wildlife conservation by protecting and expanding 
hunting and fishing opportunities throughout California 
and supporting wildlife management decisions based on 
the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation. The 
Coalition works to make sure these decisions are based 
on the best available science and sound management 
strategies.

The Coalition’s primary goal is to ensure that wildlife 
populations thrive in perpetuity and that our traditional 
hunting and fishing heritage will be guaranteed for all 
Californians, for generations to come. 

Coalition efforts are badly needed in these times of great 
challenges to our hunting heritage but also in times of 
great opportunities.

■ Wildlife belongs to the people and is held in the 
public trust. It is managed in trust for the people by 
government agencies.

■ It is illegal to sell the meat of any wild animal in 
North America.

■ Laws developed by people and enforced by 
government agencies ensure the proper use and 
conservation of wildlife resources.

■ Every law-abiding citizen has the right and 
privilege to hunt and fish and should have the 
opportunity.

■ Humans can legally kill certain wildlife for 
legitimate purposes under strict guidelines for food 
and fur, in self-defense or property protection. 
Laws are in place to restrict casual killing, killing 
for commercial purposes, wasting of game and 
mistreating wildlife.

■ Because wildlife and fish freely migrate across 
boundaries between states, provinces and 
countries, they are considered an international 
resource.

■ The best science available will be used as a 
basis for informed decision-making on wildlife 
management.

THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF NAM

Proper ecological stewardship and natural resource management 
through hunting, trapping and strategic depredation efforts are 
critical components of maintaining ecological balance. Hunters and 

anglers provide the vast majority of funding for natural resource conservation 
efforts through license fees and federal excise taxes paid.

The traditional science-based and experience-proven North American Model 
(NAM) of Wildlife Conservation approach to natural resource management has 
been used to successfully maintain balanced population levels of diverse wildlife 
species for many decades. Consistent with NAM, hunters and anglers obey 
conservation regulations, adopt safe practices and adhere to a code of ethics.

Animal rights extremist groups that oppose hunting (see humanewatch.org 
and huntfortruth.org) advocate abandoning the NAM in favor of an unbalanced 
and unscientific approach to species management that would deliberately make 
hunting unsustainable. These groups promote a model that would encourage 
predator species populations to explode. These unchecked predator populations 
would decimate game species and endanger suburban neighborhoods. 

Through education, mentorship and example, CRPA supports and promotes 
the NAM. CRPA opposes the ongoing duplicitous efforts of animal rights extremist 
groups and fights the unscientific and unbalanced approach they advocate at the 
Capital, the California Fish and Game Commission and in the courtrooms!

C.D. “Chuck” Michel

•
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■ Follow the rules of firearm and 
hunting safety. Insist that fellow 
hunters do the same.

■ Respect the environment and 
wildlife. Study the ecosystem. Tread 
lightly. Leave no trash behind.

■ Do not waste game or fish. Make 
full use of any animal taken. Take 
only what you will use, even if it is 
under the legal limit.

■ Use only fair and humane 
methods of taking wildlife. Develop 
your hunting and shooting skills 
as necessary to ensure clean, 

sportsmanlike kills.

■ Know your fitness, skill and 
equipment limitations. Hunt within 
those limits.

■ Obey all hunting regulations. Hunt 
with the appropriate license and 
tags only in allowed areas during 
designated times and seasons. 
Obey bag and possession limits. 
Use only legal hunting methods 
and equipment. Report game law 
violations immediately.

■ Ask landowner for permission to 
hunt and respect the land. Close any 

gates you open. Say thank you.

■ Be considerate of non-hunters’ 
sensibilities. Strive to leave them 
with positive images of hunting and 
hunters.

■ Don’t flaunt your kill. Be as 
discreet as possible. Treat game 
carcasses in an inoffensive manner, 
particularly during transport.

■ Generally conduct yourself in 
a sportsmanlike manner. Hunt 
according to “fair chase.” Require the 
same of your hunting partners.

■ Support NAM wildlife conservation 
programs and urge policymakers 
to support strong NAM-based 
conservation initiatives.

■ Teach others the skills, techniques, 
rules and ethics of hunting. Pass 
these ethical hunting practices along 
to younger hunters.

   71
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HUNTER’S CODE 
OF ETHICS
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We must self-
regulate, or 
we will be 

regulated upon. 
This pertains to range eti-

quette, and this reaches far 
beyond some of our individ-
ual control. I am not speak-
ing of CRPA but all shooters. 

We have responsibilities 
toward each other and those 
around us and so begins 
the discussion of range 
etiquette. We likely have gone to 
ranges where it was or still is wilder 
than the Wild West and more re-
semble an active war zone with no 
semblance of order or decorum—no 

posted universal firearm safety 
verbiage, no defined firing 
lines, no cease-fire instructions 
or ways of communicating 
immediate or scheduled range 
cease fires and no postings of 
who to contact in the event of 
an emergency with the physical 
address or mile markers. 

Now, more than ever, ad-
vanced planning is critical for a 
day on an unsupervised target 
range. Below are suggestions 

and not an all-inclusive list. Most of 
you have more real experience and 
time on the ranges than this author; 
however, this is the way I see it if 
ranges are to remain viable in the 
future. 

A CHECKLIST FOR RANGE SAFETY
Though it is cumbersome, put the 

following list in writing and keep it on 
the dashboard of your vehicle in the 
event of an emergency. The easily ac-
cessed information becomes critical 
in a wide range of scenarios: 

■ What is the range’s specific 
address, nearest cross street, mile 
marker or coordinates? 

■ Who has jurisdiction over the 
range, address, phone number, cross 
street? 

■ Call the jurisdiction to assure the 
range is open and ask the following. 
Is there hardline or cell service at the 
location? If no hard line or cell ser-
vice, where is the nearest location to 
receive a signal if personnel do not 

PUBLIC RANGE 
SHOOTING ETIQUETTE

BY ERIC 
JOHNSON
CRPA 
COMPETITIVE 
SHOOTING 
SPORTS 
SPECIALIST
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know the nearest reception area? 
The responsibility falls upon you 
to scout the closest location where 
coverage is established.

■ Where is the nearest trauma 
center and estimated drive time from 
the range? This information becomes 
critical in the event emergency service 
response times are excessive. EMS 
providers will direct you in the best 
course of action should it be deter-
mined it’s best to scoop and run in 
the event of a serious situation.

■ Do you or someone in your 
group have First Aid/CPR training? If 
not, I suggest you do so. Those skills 
will be utilized; most likely it will not 
be on the range but somewhere clos-
er to home. The second part to this 
equation is do you have a first aid kit 
that will meet or exceed the needs?

You have done the homework and 
arrive on the range. Are there any 
posted rules and regulations? This is 
where things can begin to become 
difficult for most. If rules are not 
posted, I suggest the following. Intro-
duce yourself to others on the range 
and ask questions with the goal of 
establishing clear lines of communi-
cation. Establish agreed-upon shoot-
ing lines where no one at any time is 
allowed unless a cease fire has been 
called. Establish firing lanes, cease-
fire protocols or scheduled times 
the firing lines will shut down and 
designate who will oversee these 
critical operations. When others see 
your commitment, it is highly proba-
ble they will join in or leave.

Look at the topography and use 
the attributes, looking hard at the 
target area and make-up of the 
bullet impact areas. Keep all firearms 
under constant supervision; in other 
words, do not leave them out of your 
direct control at any time for any 
reason. This includes cease fires—it 
is just too easy for the unscrupulous 

among us to take advantage of unat-
tended firearms while we are down 
range. Use chamber indicators when 
possible, unpack all firearms on the 
firing line and load and unload fire-
arms only on the firing line with the 
muzzle pointed downrange in a safe 
direction. 

Yes, Eric, we are all aware of basic 
safe firearm handling practices—well, 
here they are again. I am not con-
cerned about the well-informed; it’s 
the new individuals or the reckless 
ones we need to pull into the fold.

12 GOLDEN RULES FOR SAFE GUN 
HANDLING
1. Always treat the firearm as if it 
were loaded.
2. Always keep the firearm pointed in 
a safe direction.
3. Always keep the firearm unloaded 
until you are ready to shoot.
4. Always keep your finger off the 
trigger until you are ready to shoot.
5. Be sure of your target and what is 
beyond it. 
6. Never point the firearm at anything 
you do not intend to destroy.

7. Learn the mechanical and handling 
characteristics of the firearm you are 
using.
8. Always use the correct 
ammunition; if you are not sure, do 
not use the firearm.
9. Be sure the barrel is clear of 
obstructions before loading and 
shooting.
10. If your firearm fails to fire when 
the trigger is pulled, hold your 
shooting position and sing “Row, 
Row, Row Your Boat” three times very 
loudly with the muzzle always pointed 
in a safe direction. Carefully open the 
breach and unload the firearm.
11. Never rely on the firearm’s safety 
to keep it from firing.
12. Always be aware of your sur-
roundings; survey the entire area with 
all in your group and point out areas 
of concerns to help limit the possibili-
ty of injuries. A little knowledge goes a 
long way when you know the terrain. 

We must all remain vigilant and 
following the universal guidelines, 
educate others by example, be in-
volved at the local level and beyond 
and share the experiences and joys 
of shooting. Develop positive relation-
ships with neighbors, businesses and 
visitors. Yes, we have a responsibility 
to all—even the anti-firearm and 
NIMBY (Not in My Backyard) groups—
to do our part by not giving cause to 
exploit easy fixes. 

Ranges need our help, no one per-
son can do it on his own, no one club 
can do it on its own, no one organi-
zation can do it on its own; however, 
together we can have a huge positive 
impact for future generations of 
shooters.

Lastly, get involved in any capacity 
possible—volunteer, educate, donate. 
The CRPA has many opportunities to 
explore and is always looking for av-
enues where specialized talents and 
services can be utilized.    CRPA 

We likely have gone 
to ranges where it 

was or still is wilder 
than the Wild West 
and more resemble 
an active war zone 
with no semblance 

of order or decorum.
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FISHING AND 
HUNTING LICENSE 
PURCHASES MADE VIA 
UNAUTHORIZED WEBSITES
FREQUENTLY 
ASKED QUESTIONS
WHAT ARE THE LEGAL, AUTHORIZED 
WAYS TO PURCHASE A CALIFORNIA 
HUNTING OR FISHING LICENSE?

California hunting and fishing licens-
es are issued by the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and 
can properly be purchased in one of 
only four ways:

 ■ In person, through a CDFW 
license sales office. These can be found 
at wildlife.ca.gov/Explore/Organiza-
tion/LRB.

■ In person, through an indepen-
dent license sales agent authorized 
by CDFW (such as a local sporting 
goods store, large discount store or 
a bait and tackle shop). Agents can 
be found at ca.wildlifelicense.com/
InternetSales/OutletSearch/Find-
Outlet.

■ Online through CDFW’s Automat-
ed License Data System (ALDS). ALDS 
can be found at ca.wildlifelicense.
com/InternetSales/CustomerSearch/
Begin.

■ Over the telephone, through 
CDFW’s authorized Telephone Sales 
agent. Telephone Sales can be reached 
at (800) 565-1458.

WHAT IS ALDS?
Launched in 2011, ALDS (also 

referred to as CDFW’s Online License 

Sales and Service) is CDFW’s only au-
thorized online sales system. Custom-
ers can make secure online purchases 
through ALDS 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week. The ALDS website, ca.wild-
lifelicense.com/internetsales, has a 
separate website URL than the main 
CDFW website, wildlife.ca.gov, but 
the two websites are linked, and both 
are authorized.

HOW CAN I TELL THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN AN UNAUTHORIZED 
LICENSE SALES WEBSITE AND ALDS 
(THE REAL ONE)?

When making an online purchase, 
please check the URL of the site you 
are visiting to ensure you are on ei-
ther the official CDFW website (wild-
life.ca.gov) or ALDS (ca.wildlifeli-
cense.com/internetsales). These are 
the only authorized, CDFW-affiliated 
links for California hunting and fishing 
license sales.

Please note that an authorized 
website will never ask for your social 
security number as part of a hunting 
or fishing license purchase.

HAS ALDS BEEN HACKED AND, IF 
SO, WHAT IS CDFW DOING TO PRO-
TECT MY INFORMATION?

ALDS has not been hacked, and the 
integrity of the system remains un-
compromised. The unauthorized web-
sites appear to be brokering licenses; 
i.e., using personal information (birth-
dates, social security numbers, credit 

card information and other identifying 
information) provided by customers 
to purchase valid licenses from CDFW 
on the customers’ behalf.

HOW MANY UNAUTHORIZED WEB-
SITES ARE SELLING CALIFORNIA 
FISHING AND HUNTING LICENSES?

CDFW is currently investigating sev-
eral unauthorized websites that are 
offering California hunting and fishing 
licenses for sale, including onlinefish-
inglicense.com, fishinglicense-usa.
com and huntinglicense.online. Please 
do not consider this a complete list. 
CDFW’s investigation may uncover 
additional unauthorized websites.

WHAT ACTIONS HAS CDFW TAKEN 
TO COMBAT THE UNAUTHORIZED 
SITES SO FAR?

CDFW is committed to preserving 
the integrity of product sales and 
protecting our state’s hunters and 
anglers from fraud. We are actively 
investigating this matter and pur-
suing remedies. As of July 8, 2019, 
CDFW is in the process of doing the 
following:

■ Issuing Cease and Desist letters to 
the operators of the fraudulent sites.

■ Contacting Google, Yahoo and 
Bing to request that ads for the fraudu-
lent sites be discontinued and re-
moved from customer search results.

■ Issuing warnings to the public 
using CDFW’s social media channels, 
the syndicated “California Outdoors” 
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Q&A column, direct email (Angler and 
Hunter Updates) and other outreach 
methods.

■ Issuing an investigative inquiry to 
the State Attorney General’s Office.

■ Networking with other state agen-
cies that have had similar experiences 
with fraudulent website operators.

I TYPED “BUY A FISHING LICENSE” 
INTO A SEARCH ENGINE AND 
FOLLOWED THE TOP LINK TO 
PURCHASE A LICENSE. DOES THAT 
MEAN IT WAS A LEGITIMATE 
WEBSITE?

No. Internet search engines sell 
advertising, and fraudulent website op-
erators frequently purchase advertis-
ing on internet search engines to reach 
the top search results. For this reason, 
CDFW’s official website may not popu-
late as the top result when customers 
search for key terms or phrases such 
as “California fishing license” or “buy a 
fishing license.”

If you use a search engine and find 
a link to an unauthorized site, please 
consider reporting the link directly to 
the search engine:

■ Google (support.google.com/
google-ads/contact/vio_other_aw_
policy)

■ Bing (about.ads.microsoft.com/
en-us/resources/policies/report-
spam-form)

Reporting this information may help 
thwart the fraudulent website opera-
tors and prevent other individuals from 
being scammed.

IF I WAS OVERCHARGED FOR 
A LICENSE PURCHASED ON AN 
UNAUTHORIZED WEBSITE, CAN I 
GET A REFUND?

CDFW cannot refund fees collected 
by fraudulent website operators. How-
ever, your bank and/or credit card 
company may offer recourse if you 
have been defrauded. Please contact 
your bank and/or credit card company 
directly to see what options might be 
available to you.

I BOUGHT A FISHING LICENSE 
ONLINE, AND IT COST MORE THAN 
WHAT MY NEIGHBOR PAID FOR THE 
SAME LICENSE AT A CDFW OFFICE. 
DID I GET SCAMMED?

Not necessarily. Authorized pur-
chases made through ALDS are 
subject to an additional 5-percent 
handling fee, as are purchases made 
from authorized independent license 
sales agents (brick and mortar busi-
nesses including bait shops, sporting 
goods stores, big box stores, etc.). The 
difference is that the unauthorized 
websites tack on shipping fees and 
possibly other “convenience” fees, 
so customers who make purchases 
through these websites end up paying 
much more than 5 percent over the 
base price of their purchase.

Licenses and other items bought on-
line through ALDS or in person from 
authorized independent license sales 
agents are never subject to shipping 
fees or any other fees beyond the 
5-percent handling fee.

Purchases made in person at CDFW 
license sales offices are not subject 
to the 5-percent handling fee or any 
other additional fees.

I RECENTLY BOUGHT A LICENSE 
ONLINE THROUGH ONE OF THE 
UNAUTHORIZED SITES. I LATER 
RECEIVED THE LICENSE IN THE MAIL. 
IS IT FAKE?

Not necessarily. To date, it appears 
that the unauthorized websites are 
brokering licenses; i.e., using custom-
er-provided personal information 
(birthdates, social security numbers, 
credit card information and other 
identifying information) to purchase 
valid licenses from CDFW on custom-
ers’ behalf.

While the licenses that were mailed 
to customers may be authentic, the 
customers were overcharged, with 
some total purchase prices exceeding 
a 100-percent markup. Customers 
could also be at risk of future fraud 
or identity theft, as they have provid-
ed their personal information to the 

website operators.

HOW CAN I MAKE SURE THAT THE 
LICENSE I PURCHASED ISN’T FAKE?

If you think you may have made a 
purchase through an unauthorized 
website, please send an email 
containing your phone number to 
report fraud@wildlife.ca.gov. CDFW 
staff will contact you for further 
information. You can also contact, 
in-person or using a telephone, a 
CDFW license sales office to check 
the validity of your recent purchase. 
CDFW staff can look up your 
customer profile in ALDS and identify 
purchases made under your profile. 
A list of CDFW license sales offices is 
available at wildlife.ca.gov/Explore/
Organization/LRB.

I ENTERED PERSONALLY IDENTIFI-
ABLE INFORMATION INTO A PO-
TENTIALLY FRAUDULENT WEBSITE. 
WHAT STEPS SHOULD I TAKE TO 
PROTECT MY IDENTITY?

Identity theft is someone obtaining 
personal information (such as your 
name, social security number, driver 
license number, credit card number or 
banking information) and using it for 
an unlawful purpose. Everyday citizens, 
business owners, well-known celebri-
ties and children all fall prey to identity 
theft. In California, all forms of identity 
theft are crimes (Penal Code Section 
530.5 et. seq.).

These resources offer guidance on 
how to protect yourself from identity 
theft and provide information about 
what to do if your identity has been 
stolen:

■ California Department of Justice—
oag.ca.gov/idtheft

■ California Department of Motor 
Vehicles—dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv/
detail/consumer/fraud

■ Federal Trade Commission—
consumer.ftc.gov/topics/identity-
theft    CRPA 
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SO, YOU WANT TO GIVE HUNTING 
A TRY?

For many California shooters, 
especially those of us residing in the 
state’s densely populated coastal 
communities, going hunting may 
seem like an activity reserved for 
residents of California’s more lightly 
populated rural areas. Until recent-
ly, my own experience with hunting 
had been limited to scouting out and 
bagging parking spaces in the wilds of 
LA’s Westside.

Sure, I have done my share of day 
hikes on nearby trails and frequent 
an outdoor shooting range in the 
Angeles National Forest but, for me, 
hunting had always seemed like a 
bridge (actually, a drive) too far. And 
besides, city folks don’t hunt, right? 
Well, your author is glad to report 
that some city folks do hunt, and for 
every one of us who do, there are 
surely many others who would like to 
give hunting a try.

HUNTING SCHOOL: A GREAT 
OPTION FOR NEW HUNTERS

During late Spring 2019, with my in-
terest aroused by hunting-related arti-
cles in the newly re-designed California 
Firing Line and the 2019–2020 hunting 
season fast approaching, the time 
for me to learn to hunt had arrived in 
earnest. No more “maybe next year.” 
The only thing holding me back was 
the little matter of not knowing how to 
hunt! Oh, and also, not knowing where 
to hunt, what to hunt and what to do if 
I happened to make a successful shot. 
That’s when it occurred to me to do an 
internet search for “hunting school in 
California.” My goal was to find a pro-
fessionally run school for new hunters, 
operated under the auspices of an 
established outfit and, importantly, 
not too far from home. I found exactly 
what I was looking for at Bitterwater 
Outfitters (bitterwateroufitters.com) 
and its hunting school, located just 
east of Paso Robles, in rural San Louis 
Obispo County.

Bitterwater Outfitters and its hunt-

ing school are headquartered on a 
working cattle ranch, amid more than 
300,000 acres of rolling grassland, hills, 
mountains and canyons. While Bitter-
water Outfitters is a full-service hunt-
ing outfitter, offering guided hunts 
for 20 different species of wild game 
and birds on its associated lands, the 
hunting school itself is geared for new 
hunters.

The hunting school’s instructor, 
Mr. Randall Parker (known as Randy, 
a self-described “old cowboy”), has 
more than 30 years of experience as 
a professional hunter and trapper. 
Randy’s students learn proper shoot-
ing and hunting techniques, how to 
track and stalk and how to field-dress 
and process game. The 2-day hunting 
school experience includes a morning 
of classroom instruction, an afternoon 
session at Bitterwater’s outdoor shoot-
ing range and a second day of guided 
hunting for either European boar or 
exotic ram. Students come away from 
their 2-day sojourn with the knowl-
edge, skills and the self-confidence 

A NEW HUNTER GOES 
BY WILLIAM L. ROBBINS

HUNTING & CONSERVATION
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that can only be acquired through 
direct experience.

Randy provides enrolled students a 
list of recommended gear to bring to 
hunting school. Most students bring 
their own rifles, but rentals are avail-
able. Students do not need a California 
hunting license or tag to attend the 
hunting school.

AUTHOR’S HUNTING REPORT
 After a Friday morning in class 

and an afternoon at the range, which 
included touching up our zeros, 
familiarizing ourselves with the use 
of shooting sticks and shooting at a 
simulated moving target, my three 
fellow students and I were eager to 
hunt for real. We would rendezvous at 
6:00 a.m. on Saturday morning, when 
we loaded our gear into a side-by-side 
ATV (all-terrain vehicle), with Randy in 
the driver’s seat. As we headed out for 
the hunt, Randy pointed out aspects 
of the terrain that could provide clues 
for stalking and tracking game, such 
as the presence of high ground, low 

ground, draws, gullies and stands of 
oak trees or juniper that offer shady 
respite or bedding areas for game. 
Randy also stopped the ATV to point 
out the tracks, paw prints and hoof 
prints of the various forms of wildlife 
found at Bitterwater. We also ob-
served the fecal droppings of different 
species and noted other physical signs 
indicating the passage or presence of 
game, such as rubs on tree trunks and 
fence posts, as well as trampled-down 
or matted vegetation. During the 
mid-morning hours, one of my fellow 
students and I took two boars; the 
first, while it foraged peacefully on 
a rather steep and narrow hillside, 
and the second, as it ambled out of a 
gully and started to head up a narrow, 
V-shaped draw. After locating and re-
covering our downed game, we com-
menced field dressing. Our work was 
entirely hands-on. Randy instructed us 
step-by-step on knife-blade placement 
and handling, giving extra attention to 
user safety and avoidance of damage 
to vital organs prior to removal. Randy 

advised us on the proper disposal 
of entrails and how to transport and 
temporarily store dressed game 
before processing. After we loaded 
our two dressed boars into the back of 
the ATV, we resumed the hunt for two 
more boars.

By mid-day, despite our best efforts, 
the herd of boars that we had been 
tracking earlier had given us the slip. 
We agreed that relocating the herd 
would likely be easier later in the 
afternoon, so we decided to head back 
to Bitterwater headquarters where we 
would learn how to skin and process 
the morning’s harvested game. With 
two processed boars left hanging in 
refrigerated storage, Randy and my 
fellow students headed back out in the 
ATV to resume the hunt for two more 
boars while I, under a tight schedule, 
collected my gear, placed it into my 
Jeep® and headed back to Los Ange-
les.   CRPA 

William L. Robbins is a 
business owner, advisor and 
writer with abiding interests 
in shooting, cycling, winter 
sports and preserving our 
uniquely American freedoms.

HUNTING & CONSERVATION

TO SCHOOL

Author’s panoramic view of wide-open ranch land 
at Bitterwater Outfitters. (WILLIAM L. ROBBINS)
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ASSESS YOUR 
FITNESS 
BEFORE
YOU HUNT

HUNTER FITNESS

We have all seen, 
known or possibly 
experienced the 

phenomena of our brains 
writing a check our bodies 
can’t cash. It happens at all ages. 
A teenager who has never done a 
halfpipe thinks he can do it 
perfectly the first time and 
ends up in urgent care with 
a broken arm an hour later. 
Then there is a woman in her 
early 30s who is convinced she 
is more than capable of hitting 
the slopes only to meet the 
nice people from Ski Patrol as 
she is taken to the hospital. 
We naturally think we are 
prepared to go from zero to 
awesome, even though we haven’t put 
the long hours of training into it.

Hunting is an athletic activity and 
is no different from any other activity 
when it comes to injuries, which can 
range from minor to life-threatening 
simply because people don’t train 
year-round time afield (despite the 

incredible efforts of fish and wildlife 
agencies and their instructors across 
the nation). Hunting is an activity 
that requires a great deal out of you, 
both physically and mentally. Part of 
the reason for this is that the media 
has created great television shows to 
encourage people to hunt, but none 

have really focused on what it 
takes to do so. We consume 
a week’s worth of the hunt in 
22 minutes out of a 30-minute 
time slot and think we can do 
what the show taught us.

Every year, people like you 
and I enter nature to hunt … 
and some never come back. 
According to a Mayo Clinic 
report in November 2018, the 
act of physically dragging your 

deer through the brush or snow is 
exceptionally stressful on your heart. 
In 2008, CNN cited Dr. Eric Good, a 
cardiologist at the University of Michi-
gan Health System in Ann Arbor. “The 
biggest danger that some hunters 
face isn’t getting hit by a stray bullet 
or falling out of a tree stand, Good 

BY RICK 
TRAVIS
DIRECTOR OF 
DEVELOPMENT

said. It’s heart disease.” Good went 
on to explain, “Heart attacks are three 
times more likely to take a life than a 
gunshot injury.” 

The myth that hunting is 90% re-
laxation and 10% workout is just that 
… a myth. Why? Compare hunting to 
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HUNTER FITNESS

a series of activities that an average 
adult may engage in. Take a sharp 
look at the caloric use in this chart. 
Hunting caloric use is similar to hitting 
a punching bag for an hour. Can you 
sustain that level of activity?

Prior to taking the toll of weather, 

ACTIVITY CALORIES

Bicycling 204

Cleaning (Vigorous) 204

Gym 204

Hunting 340

Punching Bag 374

Running (12 Min. Mile) 544

Swimming Laps 476

Walking the Dog 225

Yardwork 204

Yoga 170

CALORIC USE: 175-LB PERSON
(per 1 hour of exercise)

elevation gain, terrain and carry loads 
into account, every hunter needs to 
remember that, in general, hunting is 
all day long and in some cases, several 
days long. Even if you’re 40 years old 
and an avid runner who can main-
tain an amazing pace of a 6.5 min. 
mile over 9.25 miles, in a hour you’ve 
burned a little over 1,000 calories. That 
same individual on an 8-10 hour hunt 
will have burned over 3 times that 
amount of calories. I think the aver-
age hunter is more like a dog walker 
who doesn’t realize that the hour he 
spends walking his dog every evening 
falls short of preparing for the hunt.

Now is the time for all of us to focus 
on fitness! See your doctor and get a 
physical and honest assessment of 
your health. Do not start an exercise 
regime without this vital step. Every 
year, well-trained athletes skip this 
step and pay the ultimate price. Once 
approved by your medical profession-
al, you will need a plan of action that 
fits what you’re training for. If you’re 
running a marathon, you’re obviously 
going to start walking, then jogging 
and so on. Every activity has a corre-
sponding plan to get in shape. Hunting 
is no different.

If you plan to hunt deer in CA in 
November and do not live above 5,000 
feet, we can make some general as-
sumptions that your pack and gear will 
weigh in excess of 60 pounds. You will 
have a 4- to 8-mile hike with at least 
a 2,500 ft. elevation gain. You will be 
in uneven terrain and weather will be 
a factor. We will also assume for this 
example that you remembered your 
hunter education training and have a 
hunting partner with you. The bonus is 
that you can and should train togeth-
er. Even if they live a distance away, 
you can come up with many creative 
ways to encourage each other to be in 

better shape than the other.
The first phase of your plan should 

include picking up the pace if you’re an 
established walker, jogger or runner 
and extending distances over time. If 
you’re new to this, then just get out-
side and start from the beginning. You 
will also want to stretch out your mus-
cles as you think about all the moves 
from steadying your rifle or bow to 
picking up your animal, dressing it and 
packing it out. During this phase, you 
can spend 3-5 days a week doing var-
ious cardio for an hour and then add 
strength-training exercises to increase 
fitness. Test your overall fitness with 
a moderate weekend hike to see how 
you’re doing.

Once you feel that your fitness level 
is improving, move on to phase two, 
where you add a weighted vest to your 
cardio workouts or use your back-
pack with added weight to prepare 
for your hunt. Examine your planned 
route(s) on your hunt and seek to 
build exercises that will enable you to 
build muscle and confidence. Test this 
phase with tougher hikes or a Tough 
Mudder-type event to help you assess 
your overall fitness and mental acuity. 
Adjust based on your outcomes and 
make sure your hunting partner(s) are 
doing the same.

Finally, in the last 30 days prior to 
the hunt and throughout the season, 
continue to maintain good physical 
conditioning and nutrition. These 
sound principles, combined with sleep, 
proper gear preparation and hunt 
planning, will not only lead to a safe 
and healthy engagement of the activity 
but to a better version of who you are. 
Build the hunting physique that can 
cash the check your brain wants to 
write. Be safe out there!   CRPA 

The myth that hunting 
is 90% relaxation and 
10% workout is just 
that … a myth.
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HUNTING & CONSERVATION TRUE ORGANIC RECIPES

BY RICK TRAVIS 

The holidays are over, and winter 
has set in. You go to your freezer 
and look over your harvest from 

the hunting season and ponder what to 
take out and eat. Obviously, the back straps, 
loins and steaks are for spring and summer. There 
in front of you may be some sausage meat or just 
good ole ground meat. This is just what you’re 
looking for. The makings of a good chili start with 
good meat. 

That’s right we’re talking about a hearty bowl of 
Texas-style chili as in no beans; as in thick and not 
soupy; as in real honest-to-goodness chili. There are 
some of you already rearing up to argue chili has 
beans … you’re right if your partial to that Cincinna-
ti-based soup they call “Chili.” 

This recipe has won several chili contests and is a 
real crowd pleaser. We have used wild boar, bear, 
bison, venison, gator, elk, antelope and grass-fed 
beef. We have also mixed several game meats 
depending on the size of the crowd, so feel free to 
experiment as it is always a huge hit from scouts to 
firemen. The chili in the recipe is north of mild for 
most people but allows room for those who want to 
level it up a notch or two. 

Speaking of hot chili there is always someone 
who wants their chili south of mild or those looking 
for some of both. That’s where our white chocolate 
tomatillo sauce comes in. Those who want to tone 
down the heat can add the sauce to their liking. 
The sauce also gives those foodies in the family the 
ability to take a virtual roller coaster ride of levels of 
heat depending on the amount of the sauce.   CRPA 

GAME CHILI
FOR THE CHILI
2 tablespoons of olive oil (garlic- or chili-infused is a plus)
2 pounds game meat of choice, mixed or grass-fed beef
2 cups finely chopped sweet onions
6-8 minced garlic gloves
1 cup red or orange diced bell peppers
1 Anaheim chili pepper, seeded and chopped
2 jalapeño peppers, seeded and chopped
1 Hatch or New Mexico chili pepper, seeded and chopped
3 ½ tablespoons chili powder 
1 teaspoon Ancho Chili powder
½ teaspoon Chipotle chili powder
1 ½ tablespoons ground cumin
1 ½ teaspoons dried oregano
Fresh ground pepper to taste
Fresh ground Himalayan salt to taste
8 ounce can tomato sauce
1-28-ounce can of fire-roasted peeled whole tomatoes
1-12-ounce beer or water

FOR THE WHITE CHOCOLATE TOMATILLO SAUCE
½ cup chicken stock
1 tablespoon mince garlic
1 tablespoon diced red onion
2 cups tomatillos—remove husks and quarter
1 jalapeño pepper finely chopped
¼ cup almonds
2 tablespoons sesame seeds
2 limes juiced and zest
¾ cup white chocolate chips
½ tablespoon cornstarch or arrowroot
1 tablespoon water
1-2 big bunches of Cilantro—leaves only, no stems
½ teaspoon salt and pepper blend (substitute ¼ teaspoon of each if you 
don’t have a blend)

WILD GAME CHILI WITH WHITE 
CHOCOLATE TOMATILLO SAUCE
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1. Make the sauce first. 

2. Separately toast almond seeds 
and then the sesame seeds until 
browned; set aside.

3. Using a food processor, add 
the stock, garlic, tomatillos, 
jalapeño, lime juice and zest 
and puree. Now add the toasted 
seeds to the mix and puree again.

4. Now transfer the contents 
of the food processor into a 
sauce pot and put over medium 
heat and bring to a simmer. 
Add the white chocolate chips 

and stir until smooth. Combine 
the cornstarch and water until 
smooth and then stir into the 
sauce. Bring to a boil and then 
remove from heat. Place half 
the sauce back into the food 
processor along with the cilantro 
and puree. Return the contents of 
the food processor back into the 
pot and mix. Adjust taste with salt 
and pepper if needed. Set aside.

5. Make the chili second, or if 
there are two of you, then work 
side by side.

6. Heat the skillet over medium 
heat with the olive oil. Add the 
ground or finely chopped meat to 
the skillet turning it for around 10-
12 minutes until all of it is browned. 
Add half the onions and garlic and 
cook for another 10 minutes while 
stirring then set aside.

7. Combine the fire-roasted 
tomatoes and tomato sauce in 
a blender and puree. Place the 
mix in a large pot over medium 
heat and stir in the meat and the 
remaining garlic and onions, all 
peppers, remaining spices and 

beer. Reduce the heat to low and 
stir occasionally for 2-3 hours.

8. Now make sure the sauce is still 
warm to serve and place the chili 
in bowls. Add a dab or more of 
the sauce on top. The fun part is 
watching how some will mix it, thus 
toning down the chili, while others 
will go for the heat by avoiding the 
sauce until such time they want to 
regain control of their taste buds 
or try something different. The 
main thing is to enjoy this recipe 
and make it your own.

INSTRUCTIONS

(CREDIT)

HUNTING & CONSERVATION
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All featured books are available on Amazon.

AMERICA, 
GUNS, AND 
FREEDOM
BY MIGUEL A. 
FARIA, JR., M.D.

America, Guns, 
and Freedom 
outlines why the Second 
Amendment and armed 
self-defense are still needed 
in modern society, while 
debunking arguments that 
the U.S. should follow the 
path of European social 
democracies by enforcing 
draconian gun control.

THE MAN-
EATERS OF 
TSAVO
BY LT. COL. J.H. 
PATTERSON, 
D.S.O.

The Man-Eaters of 
Tsavo is Lt. Col. Patterson’s 
firsthand account of the 
infamous Tsavo lions, 
which brought construction 
of a railway line to a 
complete halt and killed 
100 people, and his other 
adventures in the African 
bush.

WHY 
MEADOW 
DIED
BY ANDREW 
POLLACK AND 
MAX EDEN

The Parkland 
school shooting was the 
most avoidable mass 
murder in American 
history. The policies that 
made it inevitable are being 
forced into public schools 
across America. Why 
Meadow Died is a father’s 
quest for the truth.

SNIPER’S 
HONOR
BY STEPHEN 
HUNTER

In this part 
historical thriller, 
part modern 
adventure from the New 
York Times bestselling 
author of I, Sniper, 
character Bob Lee Swagger 
uncovers why WWII’s 
greatest sniper was erased 
from history … and why her 
disappearance still matters 
today.

BY C.D. MICHEL

California Gun Laws: A 
Guide to State and Federal 
Firearm Regulations is 
the bible on California 
Firearms laws. This 
tremendous resource 
is jam-packed with the 
results of thousands of 
hours of legal research 
worth hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. This 
book is chock-full of legal 
and practical insights drawn from C.D. 
Michel’s 25 years of experience in state 
and federal courts and the Legislature.

In plain, easy-to-understand English, 
the 2020 Seventh Edition answers the 
most frequently asked questions about 
California firearms laws, such as: who 
can possess a gun, when and where 
can you have a gun, how must a gun be 
possessed, which guns are banned, and 
can you carry a gun in public?

The Seventh Edition also covers the 

important new 2020 gun 
laws, including: 

■ Assembly Bill (AB) 
61, which allows certain 
employers, coworkers, 
employees or teachers 
to seek gun violence 
restraining orders; 

■ AB 1292, which 
provides additional 
exceptions to 
California’s firearm 
transfer and carry 

restrictions by redefining “operation of 
law” transfers; 

■ AB 879, which places restrictions 
on the sale and transfer of firearm 
precursor parts (e.g., requiring special 
licenses for vendors, background 
checks and recording of information 
for purchasers and face-to-face 
transfers, while banning importation 
by Californians);

■ AB 1297, which deletes the 
current check on the government 

from charging more than $100 in 
additional fees for carry licenses;

■ AB 1669, which raises firearm 
transfer fees; 

■ Senate Bill (SB) 61, which prohibits 
Californians from purchasing more than 
one semiautomatic centerfire rifle in any 
30-day period from a licensed dealer 
and prohibits the sale of such firearms 
to persons under 21;

■ SB 172, which expands California’s 
negligent firearm storage laws and 
imposes new storage requirements 
on many licensed community and 
residential care facilities; and

■ SB 376, which limits the number 
of firearm transactions a person can 
make without a dealer license. 

This edition also explains DOJ’s new 
ammunition purchase and transfer 
regulations, the new regulation 
requiring federally compliant IDs for 
all firearm and ammunition eligibility 
checks, and so much more!   CRPA 

CALIFORNIA GUN LAWS 
A GUIDE TO STATE AND FEDERAL FIREARM REGULATIONS
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FIRST THEY 
CAME FOR 
THE GUN 
OWNERS: The 
Campaign to 
Disarm You 
and Take 
Your Freedoms
BY MARK W. SMITH

Bestselling author 
and attorney Mark W. 
Smith exposes the all-
encompassing nature of 
the anti-gun lobby’s attack 
on the right to keep and 
bear arms that empowers 
government to control 
other important aspects of 
our lives. 

THANK YOU 
FOR MY 
SERVICE
BY MAT BEST

The unapologetic, 
laugh-your-
ass-off military 
memoir both vets and 
civilians have been waiting 
for, from a five-tour Army 
Ranger turned YouTube 
phenomenon and zealous 
advocate for veterans. Mat 
Best’s personal memoir 
takes readers into the action 
and its aftermath, both 
abroad and at home.

WAR IN THE 
WOODS: 
Combating 
the 
Marijuana 
Cartels on 
America’s 
Public Lands
BY LT. JOHN NORES, JR. (RET.) 
WITH DR. JAMES A. SWAN

Written by Lt. John Nores, 
Jr. (California Dept. of Fish 
and Wildlife), and Dr. James 
Swan, War in the Woods is a 
compelling journey through 
the beginning of Nores’ 
tactical operations career 
in fighting the marijuana 
cartels’ presence on public 
lands over a 5-year period 
(2004-2009). 

BY DAVID FRANKEL

At 2:57 p.m. on July 1, 1993, a 
55-year-old failed entrepreneur en-
tered the 101 California Street office 
building in San Francisco and made 
his way to the offices of the law firm 
of Pettit & Martin on the 34th floor. He 
had three handguns with him. He got 
off the elevator, put in some ear plugs 
and opened fire on anyone he saw. 
The gunman’s reasons for targeting 
the firm remain largely unknown. Da-
vid Frankel, a young corporate lawyer, 
was there that day, working on closing 
a business deal. As he worked with 
the lawyers on the other side of the 
deal to “come to terms” on the con-
tract memorializing their agreement, 
he learned of the shooter and did 
what he could to survive. He hid in a 
small concealed alcove and frantically 

tried to find a weap-
on to defend himself. 
The best he could 
find was a heavy 
corporate embosser 
“seal” that he hoped 
to use as a bludgeon 
if the killer found 
him. After roaming 
the 34th floor, the 
shooter moved down 
one floor through an 
internal staircase and 
kept shooting.

The attack contin-
ued on several floors 
before the shooter 
committed suicide as San Francisco 
Police closed in. Eight people were 
killed in the attack, and six others 
were injured.

Coming to Terms is the story of David 

Frankel’s post-trau-
matic, stressful 
journey from victim, 
to survivor, to gun 
control advocate, to 
self-defense and gun 
rights advocate. It is a 
journey filled with fear 
of being a victim, false 
hope in government, 
acceptance of vulner-
ability, reflection on 
the inability of laws to 
keep one safe and ul-
timately acceptance of 
personal responsibility 

for one’s own safety. In short, David 
tells the story of his post-incident 
intellectual and emotional reckoning 
and of his coming to terms with these 
realities.   CRPA 

COMING TO TERMS: A MASS 
SHOOTING SURVIVOR’S STORY

HIDDEN 
WAR: How 
Special 
Operations 
Game 
Wardens are 
Reclaiming 
America’s Wildlands 
from the Drug 
Cartels
BY LT. JOHN NORES, JR. (RET.)

This book exposes an 
astounding yet under-
reported nationwide 
environmental emergency. 
Lt. (ret.) John Nores, Jr., 
recaps California’s aggressive 
campaign to eliminate 
Mexican drug cartels’ black-
market trespass marijuana 
grow operations. 




