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 �When can you have a gun?
 �Where can you have a gun?
 �How must a gun be 
possessed?
 �Can you carry a gun in 
public?

 �Which guns are banned?
 �How do you get guns back 
from police?
 �Can you get back your right 
to own a gun?
 �Who can possess a gun?

California gun owners have lots of legal responsibilities. 
There are now over 800 California statutes regulating 
the manufacture, distribution, sale, possession, and use 
of firearms and ammunition. Then there are hundreds 
of administrative regulations, local ordinances, and 
California DOJ Bureau of Firearms written and 
unwritten policies. And there are thousands of federal 
laws regulating firearms that apply in California.

With all the overlapping rules, it is no wonder that 
there is confusion among gun owners, and even among 
police, prosecutors, and judges. Not surprisingly, 
accidental gun-law violations by well-intentioned, 
good people are increasingly common. In the hyper-
politicized legal environment of California “gun-
control” laws, the consequences of even an inadvertent 
violation can be severe. 

To enforce the law justly, to defend those accused of 
violating it, or to protect yourself from becoming an 
accidental criminal, you need to know the law.  
This book has the answers.

To learn the newest changes in the law, buy the 
2016 Thid Edition of California Gun Laws: A Guide 
to State and Federal Firearm Regulations at www.
CalGunLawsBook.com!

To order, or for more 
information about this 
comprehensive reference book 
and its author, civil rights 
attorney C.D. Michel, go to  
www.CalGunLawsBook.com.

ISBN 978-0-9884602-2-5  

The author of California Gun Laws, C.D. “Chuck” Michel has been litigating civil and 
criminal firearms cases since 1991. He has represented thousands of individuals charged with 
violating California’s confusing gun laws. As an attorney for the National Rifle Association, 
California Rifle & Pistol Association, firearm manufacturers, wholesalers, and retailers, he has 
litigated hundreds of civil and criminal cases involving firearms-law issues, including Second 
Amendment challenges, in both state and federal trial and appellate courts. Many of these 
cases attracted local, national, and even worldwide media coverage. Professor Michel has also 
taught classes in firearms law at Chapman University Dale E. Fowler School of Law.

www.CalGunLawsBook.com

If you have a gun in California, 
this book can keep you out of jail!
Buy the 2016 Third Edition of California Gun Laws Today!



The NRA, through its Local Ordinance Project (LOP), works tirelessly to stem the creeping 
tide of local gun control ordinances throughout California. The NRA activelymonitors and 
opposes attempts by anti-gun zealots to restrict your Second Amendment rights at the city 
and county level. But with some 58 counties and 482 municipalities in California, NRA LOP 
needs your help!

Whenever you hear that a gun control proposal is coming to your town, please immediately
notify NRA’s California counsel, Michel & Associates, P.C., at helpdesk@michellawyers.com.
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DISCLAIMER

The information contained in this guide has been prepared for general information purposes only. 
It is not intended to and does not constitute legal advice. The law firm of Michel & Associates, P.C., 
has used reasonable efforts in collecting, preparing and providing quality information and mate-
rial, but does not warrant or guarantee the accuracy, completeness, adequacy or currency of the 
information contained in this guide. This guide does not create an attorney-client relationship.

Users of information from this guide do so at their own risk. Individual circumstances may alter the 
conclusions drawn in the guide. Consult an attorney about your specific situation or if you have 
any questions.
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BACKGROUND & SUMMARY

BACKGROUND & SUMMARY

This guide seeks to clarify, to the extent possible, your obligations under the new Los Angeles 
ordinance. This guide also outlines the constitutional protections you have when interacting with 
law enforcement so that you can protect yourself if you are ever at risk of arrest or prosecution for 
violating the Los Angeles ordinance. This guide will begin by detailing each of the requirements 
imposed by the Ordinance.

While these laws will not prevent any mass shootings, they plainly limit the Second Amendment 
rights of the law-abiding citizens who choose these magazines to defend themselves and their 
families. As most gun owners already know, magazines holding more than ten rounds are standard 
equipment for many popular pistols and rifles and are possessed by millions of Americans for a 
variety of lawful purposes – including self-defense.

The magazine prohibition undoubtedly affects lawful gun owners’ self-defense capabilities, especially 
in situations requiring more than ten shots. Since the ordinance does not provide an exemption for 
self-defense purposes1, you should carefully consider your best alternative options for self-defense.

Although there is a pending legal challenge to the ordinance, Los Angeles residents and those who 
drive through the city need to know their rights to avoid being prosecuted for violating this law.

Section V of Chapter 1 of this guide includes a list of frequently asked questions (FAQs) addressing 
some of the most common inquires we’ve received in the wake of the adoption of the Los Angeles 
Ordinance.

For more information on this and other state and local firearms legislation in California, please visit 
www.CalGunLaws.com. We highly recommend that you also make yourself aware of all your obligations 
as a firearm owner under state and federal law by purchasing the latest edition of California Gun Laws, 
A Guide to State and Federal Firearm Regulations, written by the co-author of this guide, C.D. Michel. You 
can learn more about the book and purchase it at www.CalGunLawsBook.com.

1 Within the city’s official boundaries, there is no exception for magazines possessed on private property, including one’s home . For 
a more accurate representation of Los Angeles’ official boundaries and geographical information, see http://www.graphatlas.com/
los_angeles_map_city_communities.png.
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2 The full text of section 4630 is provided at the end of this guide in  Appendix A.

Section 46.30 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code, subject to various limited exemptions, bans  the 
possession of any “large-capacity” magazine, whether assembled or disassembled, within Los 
Angeles city limits.2

Los Angeles defines a “large-capacity magazine” as “any detachable ammunition feeding device 
with the capacity to accept more than 10 rounds.”

There are three notable exceptions to this definition:

1. Any feeding device that has been permanently altered so that it cannot hold more than
 10 rounds;

2. Any .22 caliber tube ammunition feeding device;

3. Any tubular magazine that is contained in a lever-action firearm.

This definition is applicable whether the magazine is assembled or disassembled. In other words, 
possessing mere parts that could be assembled to create a “large capacity magazine” may be a 
violation of this ordinance.

Every gun owner who travels in and around Los Angeles should be aware of his or her surroundings 
when in possession of magazines capable of holding over ten rounds. The Los Angeles magazine 
ban does not exempt  visitors  to  the  city  or those passing  through,  even  if  the  magazine  is  in  
a locked container. Should you be stopped by police and found to be in possession of a banned 
magazine, you may be criminally liable.

CHAPTER 1:   BAN ON POSSESION OF CERTAIN MAGAZINES

I. What Is A “Large-Capacity Magazine”?
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CHAPTER 1: BAN ON POSSESION OF CERTAIN MAGAZINES

A.   Exceptions

The restriction does not apply to any of the following:

1. Any government officer, agent, or employee, member of  the armed forces of the  
 United States or peace officer, to the extent that such person is otherwise authorized to 
 possess a large-capacity magazine, and does so while acting within the scope of his or 
 her duties; or
 
 2. A person licensed pursuant to Sections 26700 to 26915 of the California penal code; or

 3. A gunsmith for the purpose of maintenance, repair or capacity magazine; or modification
  of  the large-capacity magazine; or

4. Any entity that operates an armored vehicle business pursuant to the laws of the state, 
 and an authorized employee of such entity, while in the course and scope of his or her 
 employment for purposes that pertain to the entity’s armored vehicle business; or

5. Any person, corporation or other entity that manufacturers the large-capacity magazine 
 for a person mentioned in Subdivision (1), or for export pursuant to applicable federal 
 regulations; or

6. Any person using the large-capacity magazine solely as a prop for a motion picture, 
 television or video production; or

7. Any holder of a special weapons permit issued pursuant to California Penal Code 
 Sections 18900, 31000, 32650, 32700-32720, or 33300; or

8. Any person issued a permit pursuant to California Penal Code Section 32315 by the 
 Department of Justice upon a showing of good cause for the possession, transportation 
 or sale of large-capacity magazines between a person licensed pursuant to Section 
 267—to 26915 of the California Penal Code, and an out-of-state client, when those 
 activities are  in accordance with the terms and conditions of the permit; or

9. Any federal, state or local historical society, museum or institutional collection which is 
 open to the public, provided that the large-capacity magazine is properly housed, 
 secured from unauthorized handling and unloaded;

10. Any person who finds the large-capacity magazine, if the person is not prohibited  
 from possessing firearms or ammunition pursuant to federal or state law, and the 
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 person possesses the large-capacity magazine no longer than is necessary to deliver or 
 transport the same to a law enforcement agency for that agency’s disposition according 
 to the law;

11. A forensic laboratory or any authorized agent or employee thereof in the course and  
 scope of his or her authorized activities;

12. Any person in the business of selling or transferring large-capacity magazines in 
 accordance with California Penal Code Section 32310 who is in possession of a large- 
 capacity magazine solely for the purpose of doing so; or

13. Any person lawfully in possession of a firearm that the person obtained prior to 
 January  1, 2000 if no magazine that holds 10 or less rounds of ammunition is compatible 
 with that firearm and the person possesses the large-capacity magazine solely for use 
 with that firearm.

Any violation of the ordinance is punishable as a misdemeanor. According to the Los Angeles Municipal
Code, misdemeanors are punishable as a fine of up to $1,000 or by imprisonment in County Jail for 
up to six months, or both. City of Los Angeles, Cal., Municipal Code § 11.00(m). You may also be liable 
for court costs and fees.

To avoid prosecution, LA residents who lawfully owned magazines capable of holding over ten
rounds prior to the September 19, 2015, enforcement date (60 days from when the ordinance took 
effect) must either: (1) remove them from the City of Los Angeles; (2) surrender them to the Los 
Angeles Police Department for destruction; (3) sell or transfer them in accordance with state law; 
or (4) permanently alter them to only accept 10 rounds or less.

On November 19, 2015, the 60-day grace period expires. If you are still in possession of any magazines 
capable of holding over ten rounds on or after this date, do not attempt to surrender them to law 
enforcement within Los Angeles; you could be subject to prosecution. Instead, you should contact 
an attorney experienced in firearms law immediately.

II. Penalty for Violating the Ban on Possessing  
 “Large-Capacity Ammunition Magazines”

III. How to Comply
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III. III. THE LATEST CAMPAIGN TO BAN LEAD AMMUNITION

You can store your magazines outside of Los Angeles. However, be aware that simply transferring 
your magazines capable of holding over ten rounds to friends or family outside of the city for 
storage is generally prohibited under state law. Securing a storage unit or safe-deposit box in your 
name to store the banned magazines may be a suitable option.

Alternatively, you may sell or transfer your magazines to a licensed dealer outside of Los Angeles 
under California Penal Code sections 26700-26915 and 32410.

Finally,  you may permanently alter your magazine so that  it only accepts 10 or less rounds of 
ammunition. Unfortunately, it is not clear what it means to “permanently” alter your magazine.

A. Active-Duty Law Enforcement Officers
While the ordinance provides an exemption for law enforcement officers, that exemption 
requires the individual  to  be  “acting  within  the  scope  of his  or  her duties”  when  possessing 
a  “large-capacity magazine.” This means that law enforcement officers who live in the City of 
Los Angeles must surrender any lawfully acquired “large-capacity magazine” that they own, 
if the magazine is not being used in the “scope” of that officer’s duties. This would include 
any such magazines stored in the officer’s home for self-defense. And officers from other 
jurisdictions who enter Los Angeles off duty cannot legally bring any magazines capable of 
accepting more than 10 rounds with them because, under California law, they are not acting 
within the “course and scope of their duties” when they are in other jurisdictions.

The California Rifle and Pistol Association, joined by 30 duly elected California Sheriffs, two law 
enforcement organizations, and several other individuals, filed a lawsuit on October 23, 2015, 
seeking to invalidate the ordinance.

The NRA is supporting the lawsuit, which challenges the ordinance as being preempted by state 
law. Because California law specifically allows for the possession of “large-capacity” magazines 
if lawfully acquired prior to January 1, 2000, the ordinance is in direct conflict with state law and 
is thus preempted and invalid. The ordinance is also preempted in light of numerous California 
statutes that operate to remove the power of municipalities to ban the possession of these 
magazines. The Plaintiffs are asking  the Court to stay enforcement of the ordinance while the 
matter is litigated in the hopes of allowing law- abiding city residents to maintain possession of 
their lawfully acquired property pending a resolution of the case.
 
All filings in the case can be viewed here: http://michellawyers.com/shasta-county-sheriff-thomas- 
bosenko-et-al-vs-the-city-of-los-angeles-et-al/.

IV. Pending Litigation

CHAPTER 1: BAN ON POSSESION OF CERTAIN MAGAZINES
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A. I Owned a Magazine Capable of Accepting More Than Ten Rounds Before the Effective    
 Enforcement Date of September 19, 2015. What Are My Legal Responsibilities?

Assuming you do not meet any of the exceptions, you should have removed the magazine 
from Los Angeles or surrendered it to the Los Angeles Police Department for destruction or 
sold or transferred it in accordance with the limited circumstances authorized by state law 
by November 19, 2015. Do not continue possessing the banned magazines within the city 
unless a court invalidates the ordinance.

B. I Missed the November 19, 2015, Deadline to Dispose of My Banned Magazines. What Do I Do Now?

Do NOT attempt to surrender them to the Los Angeles Police Department. If you remain in 
possession of the banned magazines on or after November 19, 2015, you are in violation of 
the law and attempting to surrender them to the authorities is ill-advised.

Contact an attorney experienced in firearms law to discuss your options.

C. Can I Keep My Magazine at a Friend’s or Relative’s House Outside of Los Angeles Instead of Selling 
 Them to a Dealer?

California  law  only  allows  you to  loan  your  magazine  to  someone  who  is  not  prohibited 
from possessing firearms, and only when you remain in the accessible vicinity of the person 
to whom the magazine is loaned. Cal. Penal Code § 32415. Because you must be in the 
“accessible vicinity” of the magazine, it is illegal for you to simply give your magazine to 
someone who lives outside of Los Angeles.

However, it may suffice to store your magazines at someone else’s property under the right 
conditions. Gun owners should take care to ensure that they are the only ones with access  to  
the magazines (e.g., only the owner of the magazine has the key to the safe that contains the 
magazines). If within your means, it is advisable to rent a storage space or acquire a safety-
deposit box to store your magazines outside of the city.

D. I Am Not a Los Angeles Resident, But I Do Travel Through the City. What Should I Do With 
 My Magazines?

A provision of the federal law known as the Firearms Owners’ Protection Act, or “FOPA,” 
protects those who are transporting firearms for lawful purposes from local restrictions 
which would otherwise prohibit passage. Given the vast expanse of the city of Los Angeles, 

V. Frequently Asked Questions
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it is practically impossible for individuals to travel through Southern California without at 
some point entering city limits. Although FOPA should, in theory, protect you while traveling 
through Los Angeles, it is likely that litigation will  be necessary to ensure its protection.

While the lawsuit is pending, individuals traveling through Los Angeles should leave their 
magazines at home. Visitors to the city are not exempt from the ban, and merely keeping 
them locked up while you pass through will not protect you from criminal liability.

E. What Are Los Angeles’ Intentions in Regard to Enforcement? Should I Be Worried About   
 Police Knocking on My Door?

While it is impossible to predict the actions of city officials or law enforcement officers, it is 
clear  that the ordinance will prove very difficult to enforce.

That said, if police visit your residence, it is important to remember not to let officers in 
unless they have acquired a legal search warrant. If they do have a search warrant, invoke 
your right to counsel by asking to speak with an attorney. Otherwise, remain silent. We 
strongly encourage you to also review the next chapter which will help you understand 
and assert all of your constitutionally protected rights should you encounter any law 
enforcement officer.

F. Who Will Enforce the Los Angeles Ordinance?
Law enforcement entities will be charged with enforcing the Los Angeles ordinance. That 
includes  the Los Angeles Police Department and Los Angeles County Sheriff Department, 
as well as any other law enforcement officers operating within the city.

G. Where Can I Go Should I Need to Contact an Attorney?
Should you be contacted by law enforcement, or have questions regarding the law or your 
rights as an individual, feel free to submit a free case evaluation request to Michel and  
Associates, P.C., at: helpdesk@michellawyers.com.

CHAPTER 1: BAN ON POSSESION OF CERTAIN MAGAZINES
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CHAPTER 2:   KNOW ALL OF YOUR RIGHTS, AND ASSERT THEM

Los Angeles residents and those traveling through the city should be prepared in the event police 
pull you over or show up at your home and question you about the way you store your firearms, 
or the magazines in your home or car. Typically, police ask questions about whether there are any 
firearms in your home or car, wh t type of magazines you may have, how those magazines are 
stored, and who has access to them.

Even without probable cause or a search warrant, police officers are trained to get you to make 
incriminating statements or admissions that will give them grounds for a warrant or a search. To 
learn more about this police practice, read Protect Yourself! California’s Politicized Gun Confiscation 
Program Threatens Uninformed Gun Owners.3 In Section V of Protect Yourself!, the firearms law 
attorneys at Michel & Associates explain how the police utilize “knock and talks” to try to get 
incriminating information from uninformed gun owners.

If the police knock on your door, try not to talk to them! Unless they have a search warrant, try not  
to even open  the door. Instead, tell the officer that you assert your right to remain silent and want 
to have an attorney present (actually say those words).4

When interacting with law enforcement, keep the following in mind.

1. Do not “consent” to a search of your person, possessions, car or home. Insist on a 
 search warrant. If they don’t have a warrant, refuse the search entirely and close 
 the door.

2. If they have a search warrant, let them in, stand back and say nothing except that 
 you want to call your lawyer.

3. Consult a lawyer immediately. Ask to make a phone call for this purpose.

3 This memorandum is available at: http://www.calgunlaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Protect-Yourself1.pdf.

4 The attorneys at Michel & Associates have developed a flyer that you can hand to the police in order to assert and protect your 
constitutional rights. This flyer can be found at: http://www.calgunlaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/APPS-Notice.pdf.

I. What Gun Owners Who Live in or Travel Through  
 Los Angeles Need to Know to Avoid Prosecution
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For more information and materials on protecting and asserting your Fourth and Fifth Amendment 
rights, visit: http://michellawyers.com/reference-materials/criminal-law-references/.

A. What Is the Fourth Amendment?
The Fourth Amendment to the United States Constitution states that “The right of the people 
to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, 
supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, 
and the persons or things to be seized.”

B. What the Fourth Amendment Means for You: You Have a Right To Be Free From Unwarranted 
 Unreasonable Searches and Seizures by Law Enforcement!

Every citizen is entitled to be free from illegal searches or seizures conducted by law 
enforcement. Should law enforcement exceed their authority, any evidence collected by 
them against you will be excluded by a court at trial. This is what is known as the exclusionary 
rule of criminal procedure. Any arrest must be based on probable cause, but a warrant for an 
arrest is only required if the person arrested   is in their home.

C. When the Fourth Amendment Applies: A Step-by-Step Analysis
When are you afforded this protection? The following step-by-step analysis will explain how 
the Fourth Amendment is currently interpreted  by  the  United States Supreme Court in terms 
of its applications.

 
1. Step 1: Has the Government Intruded Into Your Reasonable Expectations 
 of Privacy?

The first step in the analysis is to ask if the individual has a reasonable expectation of 
privacy in the places searched or items seized by the government.

It is important to understand that a person never has a reasonable expectation of 
privacy in things that are held open to the public. In other words, if a passer-by or 
other individual (even if a police officer) has lawful access to the places searched, 
an individual cannot claim that they had a reasonable expectation of privacy in the  
area. Therefore,  they  cannot claim  that  there  has  been  a  violation  of  their  Fourth 

II. Fourth Amendment Rights
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Amendment rights. The only physical location where it is automatically assumed a 
person has a reasonable expectation of privacy is their residence, even if it is a temporary 
residence such as a hotel or campsite.

Whether or not the person has the same expectation of privacy in  their  personal  
belongings can depend on the circumstances.

i. What This Means When Traveling With Firearms
What does this mean for you? When traveling with firearms, don’t draw attention 
to the fact that you are doing so. Travel with your firearms unloaded and in a 
locked container that conceals the firearm from view, preferably in the trunk. 
The container should not have any markings that identify its contents. Also 
keep in mind that if an officer asks you whether you have any firearms in your 
vehicle, you do not have to respond. This will be explained in more detail in the 
next section.

2. Step 2: Does Law Enforcement Have a Valid Warrant?

If law enforcement officers conduct a search of an individual or their personal 
belongings, the courts will ask first if the officers had a warrant to do so. A warrant is 
a judge issued exception to the Fourth Amendment. A warrant can only be issued if it 
is supported by probable cause and particularly describes the person or place to be 
searched and items to be seized.

What is probable cause? The current standard for probable cause is that there is a 
reasonable basis for believing that contraband or evidence will be found in the area 
searched. Simply stated, a judge decides if there is probable cause based on evidence 
presented to him or her by law enforcement before signing a warrant.

What does it mean to particularly describe the place to be searched? Basically, the 
warrant must state the place to be searched, which is usually a description of a 
building coupled with the address, and the things to be seized.

What if the judge was wrong in their determination of probable cause in signing the 
warrant? The warrant’s level of defectiveness will determine if Fourth Amendment 
protections are triggered. If the warrant has only a small defect and the officer relied on 
the warrant in good faith, it may still be an effective exception to Fourth Amendment 
protections and it will preclude you from prevailing in a federal civil rights case.
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III. III. THE LATEST CAMPAIGN TO BAN LEAD AMMUNITION

If a warrant is later found to be defective and either: (1) the officers did not have 
a good faith belief that the warrant was valid; (2) no officer could have reasonably 
relied on the probable cause; (3) the police officer or prosecutors lied or misled the 
judge; (4) or if the judge is themselves biased in the matter, then the exclusionary rule 
will apply and any evidence seized under the warrant will be excluded from trial. If 
the warrant is defective, then you may be able to prevail in a federal civil rights case.

3. Step 3  Exceptions to the Warrant Requirement

Even if an officer did not have a warrant, or if a warrant was defective to the point 
where the exclusionary rule should apply, there is still one final step in the Fourth 
Amendment analysis. The last  step in the analysis is to determine if any exceptions 
to the warrant requirement are present. Below are a few examples of when police 
officers are not required to obtain a warrant before searching an area.

i. Automobiles
Generally, law enforcement only needs probable cause to search an automobile 
because, in theory, the mobility of a car makes it impractical for police to secure 
a warrant. If a police officer has such probable cause, they are allowed to search 
the entire car and all of the contents (including boxes, bags, and other containers) 
of the car that could reasonably contain the item that they have probable cause 
to search for. During the course of the stop, probable cause may arise for the law 
enforcement officer to search the car (e.g., if the officer sees or smells drugs in 
the car).

Typically, when an officer pulls someone over while driving, probable cause 
to search the vehicle does not yet exist. The detention itself is called a “Terry 
Stop,” which is discussed in greater detail below.

ii. Items in Plain View
As discussed above, if an item is in plain view to the law enforcement officer and 
the officer has a legal right to be in the place where the item is seen, and the 
item is immediately apparent to the officer to be contraband (e.g., an unlawful 
weapon), an exception to  the  requirement of having a warrant is recognized 
by the courts.

iii. Consent to Search Is Given
If a person consents to a law enforcement officer searching their belongings, 
and does so voluntarily knowing that they are giving permission to search, 

CHAPTER 2: KNOW ALL OF YOUR RIGHTS, AND ASSERT THEM
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then the warrant requirement is waived. This is why many officers attempt to 
convince or lure individuals into granting consent to search. By law, you are 
not required to consent, and you should never give your consent. Always 
remember that if a law enforcement officer asks for something or asks to do 
something, such as to open or search your personal property, they do not have 
the authority to make you do it!

 
A  person  who  has consented to  a  search,  however, can withdraw their  consent  
by  making  an unequivocal statement to the law enforcement officer that they 
are withdrawing their consent. If consent  is revoked, the officer performing the 
search is required to stop searching.

4. Stop and Frisk (Also Known as “Terry Stops”)

A “Terry Stop” is a lawful detention of an individual. Usually, such stops are to give 
an individual a ticket for speeding when driving, or in some cases to “pat down” and 
check for weapons when the officer reasonably believes the person is armed and 
dangerous. Such “pat downs” have been the focus of much debate in New York, but 
remember that an officer can conduct a pat down on any driver they believe is armed. 
This means that when you are travelin   with a firearm, as discussed above, always 
do so in a lawful manner and always keep them unloaded in a locked container that  
conceals  them from view (preferably also in a trunk).

 
i. Inventory Searches

Whenever  a  person  is  arrested  and  their  vehicle  is  taken  into  custody,  officers  
may  search the arrestee’s personal belongings and the entire vehicle, including 
closed containers within the vehicle, even if locked. If arrested at a residence, 
officers may only search the immediate vicinity of the arrestee, unless they 
obtain a warrant to search the entire premises.

Remember, that you are never required to aid law enforcement in searching 
your belongings. Never give them a combination or key to containers in your 
possession, unless they have a warrant. If they have to ask, they don’t have 
authority to make you do it! Always remain calm and know that if your property 
is damaged and the officers did not have authority to search, you will be entitled 
to damages caused to your property.
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A. What Is the Fifth Amendment?
The Fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution states that “No person shall be held 
to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment 
of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in 
actual service in time of War or public danger, nor shall any person be subjected for the same 
offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb, nor shall be compelled in any criminal 
case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.”

B. What the Fifth Amendment Means for You: You Have a Right to Remain Silent!
Every individual has a right to be free from making self-incriminating statements that get 
them in trouble with the law. This is usually personified in an individual’s right to remain 
silent during interactions with law enforcement.

 
C. Right to Remain Silent

You should never feel the need to answer any questions from law enforcement officers. 
Should you be contacted, it is best to simply state that “I wish to speak to my attorney 
before making any comments  or statements.” Do so calmly and politely but be firm in your 
stance. Law enforcement’s goal is never to help you; it is to investigate crime. If they are not 
required to help you, don’t help them by answering any of their questions. Period!

Also keep in mind that law enforcement officers are not required to read you your Miranda 
rights before taking you into custody.  Therefore, your rights may or may not be read to you 
if you are  arrested. Nonetheless, when your Miranda rights are read to you, always invoke 
your right to remain silent!

1. Federal Agents
It is important to understand: do not lie to federal agents; such as, the FBI, ATF, or DEA. 
When interacting with these agents, always ask to speak to an attorney before making 
any statements, regardless of how basic the questions may be. Never assert your 
innocence or lack of guilt as you may be unaware of technical violations  of  the  law  
you  may have committed. Furthermore,  always  assume  that  you are speaking to a 
federal agent as a matter of principal, even if you know the officer is from a local agency.

III. Fifth Amendment Rights

CHAPTER 2: KNOW ALL OF YOUR RIGHTS, AND ASSERT THEM
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D. Other Fifth Amendment Protections
The Fifth Amendment also gives individuals other protections such as Due Process of Law 
and protections against un awful takings (repossession of land or property without fair 
compensation) by the government. Should you have any questions regarding your rights 
as an individual or if you are in need of immediate legal assistance, contact an attorney.

Should you be contacted by law enforcement, or have questions regarding the law or your 
rights as an individual,  feel  free to  submit  a free  case  evaluation  request  to  Michel  and  
Associates,  P.C., at: helpdesk@michellawyers.com.
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CRPA’S FIRING LINE 59

THERE ARE 3 WAYS TO JOIN: 

Return this form by mail to
California Rifle & Pistol Association

271 Imperial Hwy, Suite 620
Fullerton, CA 92835

ME
MB

ER
SH

IP 
OP

TIO
NS PRICE w/ CRPA Firing LineMEMBERSHIP OPTION 

1-Year Individual $22* $27

5-Year Individual $83* $88

Life-Individual $350 Included

Easy Pay option Quarterly (4) payments $87.50 ea. Included

Senior-Life (65+ years) $200 Included

Easy Pay option

 

Quarterly (4) payments $50 ea. Included

Circle your Choice

CALIFORNIA RIFLE & PISTOL ASSOCIATION

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Become a member online at: 

CRPA.ORG
Or call the office: 

(800) 305-2772

Member #: Gift From:

Name: 

Address: 
City: State: ZIP:

Phone: (            )

Email: 

Card #: Exp. Date:

Membership: $ Donation: $ Total: Check#:

MAIL TO:
California Rifle & Pistol Association 
271 E. Imperial Hwy., #620 
Fullerton, CA 92835

Visa  MC AmEx     Discover

*  Online Version of CRPA Firing Line

1-Year Junior (0-16 years) $20 Included

 10% Discount on all Life 
Membership options for Veterans






